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 Companions on the Journey

Matthew 18:20  “ For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”

       The other day I went hiking with some people from the hiking club to which I belong. It was my first hike in over a month, but I was feeling pretty confident. I had hiked this area in the past. It was only 5 miles long, but I knew I’ve done longer. And a significant number of the hikers were older than me. I started off fine. I found my stride and was keeping up in the middle of the pack. Once we started on a sustained ascent, I soon dropped to the rear. I was still making progress, but not at the pace of the rest of the group. I was humbled. We even had a gentleman in our group who was 87 years old, and he was blowing me off the trail! Gut check time. Do I keep going, or do I turn around to do a shorter hike?

        As I paused to catch my breath I realized I could no longer see the rest of the group up ahead. I decided to keep going even if I never caught up. As I made my way up the trail, I heard voices talking. I soon made out the colors of hiker clothing through the dense foliage. Then I heard, “take your time, Dave, you can do it!” They were waiting for me. I was beyond pleased that these friends had not left me behind. I heard care and concern for me in their words and actions as they continually checked in with me and others if we were ready to move on at different gathering points. 

         As I reflected on my experience it came to me that this is the kind of community Jesus has in mind when he draws us together as his body. It’s a community that looks out for the needs and concerns of each other, especially to its weakest and most vulnerable.
          (From the desk of Pastor Dave … continued on page 2)
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 It’s a community gathered for the purpose of journeying together through life and faith; encouraging, supporting, challenging, bearing with each other, and so forth. It’s a community that follows its trail guide: Jesus Christ. Together we can make it through life’s toughest challenges when we realize we don’t have to go it alone. 

In His Grip,

Pastor Dave 

     GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz                    [image: image3.emf]
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How many times in the Old Testament do people cross a body of water on dry ground?

A. once
B. twice
C. three times
D. four times

Answer: See Exodus 14; Joshua 3; 2 Kings 2.

Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” are on the counter  at the front entrance to the church.   Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional. If you are not coming to church at this time, please inform the church office to mail your devotional.
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
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Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes.

We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. 
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Holy Communion will be celebrated on the Sunday September 5th and Sunday October 3rd. Communion will be served in the pews.

If you are watching the online streaming service. (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.)

View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).

      You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                   Page 4                                           
         FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER                                                                                

	September Greeters:
Council Members
	October Greeters:
Council Members

	Sept. 6   Communion Servers:
Council Members
	Oct. 4 Communion Servers Council Members 


Lay Readers: We are putting a lay reader scripture list of readers for worship services. Please contact the church office if you wish to read scripture. Thank you!
The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The 2019 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.
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                         Monthly Worship

September/October Monthly Worship Schedule 
Sept.   5th - 10:15AM In-person Worship - * Holy Communion 
Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate)

Sept. 12th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
Sept. 19th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*      
Sept. 26th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* 
Oct.    3rd - 10:15AM In-person Worship* Holy Communion 
Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate)
Oct.  10th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* 
Oct.  17th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* 
Oct.  24th – 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* 
Oct.  31st – 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship* 
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 Adult Sunday School September/October Preview [image: image11.png]




SEPTEMBER is the first month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “BELONG”.  SEPTEMBER’S topic is “Outside In”. SEPTEMBER’S scriptures are from Jeremiah, Luke, Galatians, Philippians, Ephesians 2:19-22.
OCTOBER is the second month of the quarter. OCTOBER’S topic is “Into the Future” Scriptures are from Acts, 1 Corinthians, Matthew, Revelation, Deuteronomy.   

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for September and October.  Please join us.
	      Date

      Sept.

    & Oct.
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	Sept. 5

	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Jeremiah 
29:4-14
	Hospitality to Strangers

	Sept. 12

	Ed Dobbin
	Luke 
7:36-50
	Being Bold to Join

	Sept. 19
	Laurel Guertin
	Galatians 

2:11-21
	Opening the Door to Christ

	Sept. 26

	Dave Novinger
	Philippians 3:2-21; Ephesians 2:19-22
	Citizens of God’s Household

	Oct.  3

	Marie Herb
	Acts 

2:37-47
	The Church’s Activities

	Oct. 10

	Ed & Peggy
Berra
	1 Corinthians 12:12-31
	The Church as One Body

	Oct. 17
	Donna
Novinger
	Matthew 

16:13-19
	The Church as a Discerning Body

	Oct. 24
	Bob Endy
	Revelation 

3:1-6, 14-20
	The Need for Spiritual Renewal

	Oct. 31
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Deuteronomy
29:10-29
	Covenant 

Renewal


SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .       Page 6 

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions offering aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope, mark it “Mission Offering”.
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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 FREE Community Meal: meals will be “take out” only (pick up in cars in church parking lot) for the safety of those we serve and also for our volunteers.  
Take-out Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 6:30PM.  Meals must be reserved.
Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday September  9th (take outs only at this time).
Menus for:   
 Sept. 14, 2021- Campfire Bundles (Meatballs, carrots, celery, potatoes in gravy), Dinner roll, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert
Oct. 12, 2021 – Hamloaf, Macaroni & Cheese, Green Beans, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert
(Menu may change.)

Ways you can help with Community Meals: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the foyer. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
…..    (Continued)                                                          Page 7 
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Halifax Back-to-school Program Thank You:  Camp Hebron (Creekside building) hosted over 103 students and their families at the Halifax Area “Free” Community Back-to-School Yard Sale on August 13th and 14th. Valleys E.C.C. took 52  students shopping at Wal-Mart for the “First Day, Fresh Impressions” program.   
      None of this would have been possible without the support from the Northern Dauphin Human Services, the Northern Dauphin Salvation Army Unit Fill the Bus Campaign, and the clothing and generous monetary donations from many Halifax citizens and businesses.   
     A huge thank you to all who helped transport the many, many bags and boxes of clothing and school supplies, etc from Valleys to Camp Hebron and a huge thank you to everyone (adults and youth) from all the area churches, Halifax School staff, residents of Halifax area, and members of Valleys congregation who volunteered many, many hours of helping to set up the rooms, sort clothing, help with the sale, also boxing up clothing, etc after the yard sale and supervise the Fresh Impressions shopping!   The Halifax Community really showed love and support to many students and their families!
      Many people were positively affected because of all of your generosity and they were very appreciative of the community’s kindness. We Thank You!!!
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at Uplift Community  Church of God) – 36 Jacob’s Church Rd., Halifax, PA 17032) for Halifax residents is open Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 1:00PM to 5:00PM.  Note: Hours may vary.  Call 717-557-5166.
HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS . . .           Page 8
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM, however due to Labor Day holiday Elders will meet on Thursday Sept. 9th.

DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month Sept. 7th at 7:00PM.  

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM. Council meeting is Sept. 15th and Oct. 20th).
PRAYER TEAM does not meet in person at this time.

Check with Marie Herb when YOUTH GROUP meets.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team still prays for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, just not in person at this time. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the November newsletter to the church secretary by October 15th!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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CHURCH OFFICES will be closed on Labor Day Monday September 6th in observance of the holiday.
Choir practice/singing and the Fellowship Group Meal/Meeting will resume when the committee decides it is time to do so again.
Valleys 6th Annul Pig Roast - It is undecided at this time if we will have the Pig Roast in Oct. See bulletins or our website for updates.
Mr. Sticky has not been scheduled for the fall. Hopefully we will be able to do Mr. Sticky in the spring.
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CONGRATULATIONS to Aaron and Teasheshia Herb on the birth of their daughter Lucy Annalise born on Aug. 25th (3:33AM 8lb 4 oz, 20.5 inches long). Proud grandparents are Chris & Marie Herb Sr. Proud great-grandparents are Dave & Donna Novinger and Terry and Linda Bordner.
….    (Continued)                                                        Page 9   
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 In Our Prayers . . . [image: image17.emf]

    We Lift 
    Our Brothers And Sisters In Prayer...
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys:       
*Ed Berra; *Laurel Guertin; Gail Shertzer; Ann Cooper; Gary Miller; Mary Cooke; Barbara Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Sandy Zimmerman; Jane Baker; Marissa Faust; Dean Etzweiler; Kayla Gonder; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Jen & Minh D.; Cathy C.

Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; Lori Graff; Hannah Klinger (has new address); Lila Baddorf; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit.

If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Welcome Card (on 2nd side; also put on name of person submitting prayer request) or inform Pastor Dave or Donna Novinger. 
Please remember to inform Pastor Dave or the Church office if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
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SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Donna & Dave Novinger and family of Elmer Feidt and also family of Larry Herb as Donna’s stepfather Elmer went to be with the Lord in July and Donna’s brother Larry went to be with the Lord in August.
  We pray God’s loving presence and peace surrounds these families, comforts and sustains them during this time.
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .              Page 10
 SENIOR CENTER NEWS Halifax Senior Center remains closed at this time. 
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Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).
Zumba Fitness is not meeting at Valleys at this time.
Dartball 2021-2022 season has been delayed until January 2022 due to Covid. A decision will be made in December 2021 to determine if the surge in Covid has decreased enough to safely start playing again. 
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           Lessons from lilies
      Recently I was challenged to think about what consumes me — and what distracts me from giving God more. In Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus tells us not to worry about what we eat, drink and wear. I’ve read those verses numerous times and usually respond, “Yeah, but the birds and lilies don’t have mortgages and bills! How can I not worry?” I’m finally realizing that if I put Christ first, then my trust in him affects my day-to-day decisions. Plus, negative thoughts start to fade.

      When do you respond, “Yeah, but …” to God? Maybe it’s when you want to sleep in on Sunday, or when the offering plate is passed, or when you’re asked to teach Sunday school. Try reciting Matthew 6:33 often: “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (ESV). When we prioritize Jesus, he guides us toward him and away from worries.

                                                           —Julie Lee
…. (Continued                                                      Page 11
                           [image: image21.png]



                 SEPTEMBER 2021 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in September. 
May Autumn leaves color your day with love and happiness.

	4 - Aren Faust
	19 - Doris Hand

	      Sandy Zimmerrman
	       Connie Sitlinger

	   6 - Alan Snyder
	         20 - Sharon Portzline

	   8 - Charles Lamb
	21 - Cherish Seibert

	 10 - Dean Herb   
	22 - Brenda Roush

	   17 - Carol Knight
	       Daniel Graff

	        Lacey Seibert
	26 - Hope Byerly

	   18 - Charles Cichy
	30 - Norine Goss

	          Kevin Croutharmel
	       Cory Shoop


                  SEPTEMBER 2021ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with Love and Happiness! 
	12 - Star & Allen Shickley (12 yrs) 
	15 – Karla & Michael Lesher (40 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net
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Back-to School - Please remember to be careful when driving through school zones as children walk to school and as buses stop to pick up or drop off children on main roads and back roads. We pray for the safety of all the children, teachers, administrators, kitchen workers and janitors as a new school year begins in the midst of the pandemic. 
…. (Continued                                                                            Page 12
                              OCTOBER 2021 BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in October!  May

    cool fall breezes blow happiness into your day.
	        3 - Reece Cooper
	20 - Mark Enders

	        4 - Karen Hebert
	22 - Joshua Berra

	   5 - Emily Degnitz
	        Deanna Bailey

	 6 - Arletta Thomas
	23 - Lori Degnitz

	 11 - Allison (Goss) Tucci
	28 - Michael Witmer

	 13 - Dale Faust 
	         Vickie Shoffler

	 15 - Carol Cooper
	29 - Laurel Guertin

	 19 - Tracey Cooper
	31 - Janet Noblit

	 19 - Jennifer (Endy) Franklin 
	       Alex Berra
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                      OCTOBER 2021 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	  1 - Karen & Scott Hebert (33 yrs.)
	20 - Shirley & Russ Miller (48 yrs.)

	  8 - Brenda & Matt Lawrence (16 yrs.) 
	 21 - David & Laurel Guertin (26 yrs.)

	15 - Christine & Tim Campbell (26 yrs) 
	28 - Judy & Ken Baker (20 yrs.)

	        Peggy & Ed Berra (54 yrs.)
	


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net
                                  Time to hit delete?

If we really have too much to do, there are some items on the agenda that God did not put there. Let us submit the list to him and ask him to indicate which items we must delete. There is always time to do the will of God. If we are too busy to do that, we are too busy.

                                                                       —Elisabeth Eliot
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                       Our help — past, present and future

   This month, America marks the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, which ended almost 3,000 lives and changed life forever for millions more. The nation was shaken to its very roots, with violence jolting out of us any assumption that “it can’t happen here.” September 11 banished any lingering notion that being on the side of “liberty and justice for all” served as insulation against mass tragedy. We now had more to fear than fear itself.

    Psalm 46 reminds us that “though the earth should change” (v. 2) — as it did on 9/11 —God remains “our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (v. 1). We are never alone or without hope, even on life-altering days.

    How have God’s presence and power sustained you through life’s changes? How might sharing your story help someone else when their world or faith gets shaken?

                                                         —adapted from The Wired Word
                        Learn from leaves  [image: image25.emf]


As you’re enjoying the fall colors and sipping apple cider, ponder this saying: “Autumn shows us how beautiful it is to let things go.”

When leaves stop producing chlorophyll, they turn vibrant shades of yellow, orange and red. This yearly spectacle makes way for the leaves to let go and fall. It also serves as a good reminder of things we may need to drop: clutter around the home, a desire for control, commitments that no longer bring joy, personal expectations that cause added stress, a need to always be right and so on.

Just as the Israelites had to let go of their past as slaves in Egypt and Saul-turned-Paul had to abandon his persecuting ways, we, too, can let go of what weighs us down and gets in the way of God’s best for our lives. Embrace fall as a season of change and see just how beautiful it is to let things go!
                                                                         —Janna Firestone
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     “Jesus no cry”

    Author Marlo Schalesky recalls her 2-year-old’s first table prayer: “Jesus no cry. Jesus be happy. Amen.” Her 5-year-old sister was unimpressed, calling it “a funny prayer.” But Mom affirmed it as fine, later blogging: “I saw how woefully self-centered my own prayers had become. … [In my daughter’s] language ... they would sound more like ‘Marlo no cry. Marlo be happy.’”
   So Schalesky made some intentional changes. “Instead of only asking for God’s blessing, I’m focusing more on asking God to help me to be pleasing to him. … When I ask for wisdom, I also ask him to help me honor him in all I do and think. And instead of focusing on my desire for all to go well, I ask him what I can do to bring him joy. ... I am learning to pray with childlike faith. I’m learning to pray, ‘Jesus no cry. Jesus be happy.’”
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The purpose of the Church

He works on us in all sorts of ways. But above all, He works on us through each other. [People] are mirrors, or “carriers” of Christ to other [people]. Usually it is those who know Him that bring Him to others. That is why the Church, the whole body of Christians showing Him to one another, is so important. It is so easy to think that the Church has a lot of different objects — education, building, missions, holding services. ... The Church exists for no other purpose but to draw [people] into Christ, to make them little Christs. If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible itself, are simply a waste of time. God became man for no other purpose. It is even doubtful, you know, whether the whole universe was created for any other reason.
—C.S. Lewis
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