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The Valleys Post                             
                   The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                  3682 Peters Mountain Rd., P. O. Box H, Halifax, PA 17032  
                                                   717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                      Pastor – David Guertin
Email:  valleysecc@verizon.net          Council Pres. – Scott Miller
      From the Desk of Pastor Dave…       
April/May 2021
                                Following Blazes

      Hiking has become a big part of how I find solitude with God. An important part of following a trail is looking for ‘blazes.’ A blaze is usually a 2” by 6” colored, vertical marker made on a tree, fence post, rock, or other conspicuous place that helps the hiker know that they are on the trail. Each trail uses a different color blaze to identify it. For instance, the Appalachian Trail uses white blazes to mark the official main trail, and blue blazes to mark side trails that lead to shelters, water sources, or scenic views. As I walk down a trail that’s new to me, I keep alert for those blazes to make sure I’m on the right track. Sometimes those blazes are spaced so that when you get to one the next one is visible down the path. Sometimes they’re not immediately visible and you have to go on a bit in hopes you’ll see the next blaze. Sometimes the trail is plainly visible because it’s been worn down by frequent use. Other times it’s become a bit overgrown and not as readily apparent. 

        I find that life is very much like following a trail. Sometimes the path we’re on with Jesus is easily identifiable. Sometimes we’re left wondering if we’ve gotten lost and missed where we should have turned. God often provides ‘blazes’ in the form of scripture, the wise counsel of friends who are also following Jesus. Sometimes the blazes are far more subtle. Maybe it comes as an inner urging, or “that still small voice” of the Holy Spirit. Thankfully, Jesus is our life’s trail guide: he’s walked this path before us. And as we continue on our Lenten Journey towards the cross, and the resurrection, Jesus guides us on paths that are unfamiliar to us. We don’t always know what adventure awaits, whether it’s something wonderful, or something we’d much rather avoid. But we are never alone. We are never abandoned. 

                (From Pastor Dave continued on next page)
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From Pastor Dave continued:

May Jesus guide you well on your life’s journey. May you find his strength sufficient for the challenges that will come. And may you find the hope and promise of resurrection a goal that’s worth the journey.

In His Grip,

Pastor Dave

GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz
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We know the name of only one of the two disciples to whom the risen Jesus appeared on the road to Emmaus. Who was he?

A. John
B. Paul of Tarsus
C. Joseph of Arimathea
D. Cleopas

Answer: See Luke 24:18.
….     (Continued)                                                             Page 3

      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
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Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes.  We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. 

Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month April 4, 2021 and May 3, 2021. Communion will be done in the pews and is put together and served with gloves and masks to keep everyone safe.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
MAUNDAY THURSDAY APRIL 1 at 7:00PM - A Maundy Thursday service will be In-person and streamed on Facebook live and we will celebrate Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice or wine ready if you wish to participate during the online service). No meal this year.
GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 2 at 12:00Noon - A Good Friday meditation will be streamed online on Facebook live and will be on YouTube.
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EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 4 at 10:15AM In-person and Online . Holy Communion will be celebrated. (Please have bread and grape juice or wine ready if you wish to participate during the online service).
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                         Monthly Worship

       April/May Monthly Worship Schedule 
Apr. 4th - 10:15AM- EASTER - In-person Worship Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering

Apr. 11th - 10:15AM- In-person Worship & Online Worship
Apr. 18th- 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship
Apr. 25th- 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship

May   2nd- 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship
                 Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering

May   9th- Mother’s Day- 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship

May   23rd- 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship

May   30th- 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” available that you may pick up or call us  if you cannot pick one up. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
April, May, June Devotionals are available if you wish to have one.

______________________________________________________
SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGE                          Page 5                                                                                          
SUNDAY SCHOOL begins again on Sunday April 11th at 9:00AM with one combined adult class and one combined youth class for all ages.
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 Adult Sunday School April/May Preview [image: image8.png]




    APRIL is the second month of the quarter. We will study the theme “HOLY”. APRIL’S topic is “NEW IN CHRIST”. APRIL’S scriptures are from 2 CORINTHIANS and EPHESIANS.   MAY is the last month of the quarter. MAY’S topic is “GOD REVEALED”.  MAY’S scriptures are from EXODUS, 1 KINGS, LUKE, DANIEL, and 1 JOHN.


   Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for April and May.  Please join us.

	      Date

   April

    & May
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	Apr.11

	Dave Novinger
	2 Corinthians 5:11-21
	Living by New Standards

	Apr. 18

	Marie 

Herb
	Ephesians 

4:21-32
	Clothed With the New Person

	Apr. 25
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	2 Corinthians 
	Vessels for the Lord

	May 2

	Donna Novinger
	Exodus 33:12-23, 34:5-8
	God Declares Who God Is

	May 9

	Mother’s Day:   Bob Endy 
	1 Kings 19:9-18
	God in the Quiet Sound

	May 16
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Luke 9:28-36
	Jesus Transformed

	May 23
	Ed 

Dobbin
	Daniel 7:1-14
	The Indestructible King

	May 30
	Laurel Guertin
	1 John 4:7-21
	God Is Love


SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .       Page 6 

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope (or other envelope) and mark it “Mission Offering”.
Mission monetary donations received during the listed months of the year are used for the following projects or benevolence: 
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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FREE Community Meal: meals will be “take out” only (pick up in cars in church parking lot) for the safety of those we serve and also for our volunteers.  
Take-out Meals are held the SECOND TUESDAY of every month from 5:30 - 6:30PM.  Meals must be reserved.
Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday April 8th for April 13, 2021 meal and Thursday May 4th for March 9, 2021 meal (take outs only at this time).
April 13, 2021 – Menu: Ham, Scalloped potatoes, Green beans, Salad, Fruit Salad, Dessert. 

May 11, 2021 –  Hamburg BBQ, Baked beans, Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert.
Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
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Life Line Pregnancy Baby Bottles Campaign begins on April 11th.  Baby bottles will be available if you wish to participate. See bulletins for more information or see Marie Herb.
Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
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Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Tuesday-Thursday 1:-00-5:00PM.   
            Expanding our view of service

   We often think of serving in terms of Matthew 25: supplying food and clothing; caring for the sick, incarcerated and other “least of these” members of society — serving Jesus in the process. But we also can serve him with our unique talents and by doing things we love.  
    For example, Ged King, a barber in England, devotes some of his time off to giving homeless people free haircuts. Imagine Jesus saying, “For my hair was long and scraggly, and you cut it” — or “My heart was lonely, and you played music to lift my spirits. I could no longer read small print, and you read to me. I have to work two jobs, and you invited my child to spend afternoons crafting with you. My car broke down, and you repaired it.” Then the King will say, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father … whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:34, 40, NIV; emphasis added).
HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS            Page 8
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM is not meeting in person at this time but they do pray by phone or virtual when possible.  
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

     Deacons meeting on February 2nd  March 2,  2021.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed. Elders meeting on Apr. 5th and May 3, 2021.

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
     Council Meeting on Apr. 21st and May 19th.
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting will be announced.
YOUTH GROUP See Marie Herb for information on meetings.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team still prays for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, just not in person at this time. Contact Sharon Fetterhoff or Laurel Guertin.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
No Fellowship Group Meal/Meeting or Choir at this time.       

Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


 
     Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) meets with the Youth Group of Uplift Community Church of God on the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM at Uplift Church or virtually if it isn’t possible to meet in person. They also meet once a month for either a service activity or fun outing if possible.  Contact Marie Herb or other youth group leaders for meeting dates and times.
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the June /July/August newsletter to the church secretary by Saturday, May 15th!
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                          2021 GRADUATES
 The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2021 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing and acknowledging them in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form and return it to the church office no later than Sunday, May 9th.
Name____________________  Parents______________________​​​​__
School or College__________________________________________
________________________________________________________
College Degree___________________________________________
Activities & Special Honors received in school or college:
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
                        Keep moving!

   As they proudly processed across the stage to receive their diplomas, each graduate heard two messages from the principal: “Congratulations!” (in a loud voice) and “Keep moving” (in a whisper). Although the administrator was merely trying to facilitate the flow, she was actually offering sound advice to the young adults: Don’t stop or stagnate! Proceed from here and continue learning. This is the beginning, not the end, of a journey. Keep moving!
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WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS TO Aren Faust and Alexandria Paul who were married on February 6 at Fisherville Fire Company. Aren’s parents are Matt and Jessica Faust; grandparents are Dale and Sue Faust. Alexandria’s parents are Beth and John Pace and Kirby and Lisa Paul. We pray they have a long and happy marriage!
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: *Sandy Zimmerman, (Home);  Rachael Bryson; Ann Cooper; Sue Maichle;  Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker;  Esther Masser; Miriam Hoke; Mary Cooke; Dean Etzweiler; Gary Miller

Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries around the world.

Our Shut-Ins: Myra Hoffman, Lori Graff, Vickie Shoffler; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Elmer Feidt; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Janet Noblit
 If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List or to give updates for people currently on prayer list, please inform the Church office or put a note in offering basket. Please put a contact name so we know who to contact for updates. There are many people who have been on the list for a long time and some we are unsure how to get updates on them. Thank you for your help! 


Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.
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An Easter prayer
From the grave’s depths, Lord Jesus Christ, you emerged, breaking the hold of sin, death and hell, that those who trust in you might share in your righteousness, life and beloved community with God the Father and all God's children. We bow in awe before your majesty, giving thanks for your grace extended so bountifully to us. By the power of your Spirit who lives within us, may we share the astonishing news of your resurrection with others, that they also may know your saving grace. Amen.
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                                 Page 11                
[image: image17.emf]

 APRIL 4 - EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE at Camp Hebron at 6:30AM (sponsored by Halifax Ministerium).  Pastor Nancy Brody will provide the message.                                              
SENIOR CENTER NEWS Halifax Senior Center remains closed until further notice due to the COVID 19 virus. 
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 Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).
Zumba Fitness is not meeting at Valleys at this time. We are sorry for any inconvenience.
Council is being cautious as to what activities are allowed indoors as a precaution to keep our congregation safe at this time. We are sorry for any inconvenience.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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    Cultivating kindness

          Kind hearts are the gardens.

            Kind thoughts are the roots.

              Kind words are the flowers.

                 Kind deeds are the fruits.

                   Take care of your garden and keep out the weeds.

                      Fill it with sunshine, kind words and kind deeds.

                                                                 —Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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                          APRIL 2021 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in April and celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness!

	  5 - Sally Baker
	16 - Alaina Snyder

	       Conley Dunn
	19 - Lori Graff

	         Shirley Miller
	20 - Barbara Lauver

	  6 - Lydia Faust
	21 - Amy Faust

	10 - Jessica Bryson
	26 - Chris Herb Jr.

	15 - Ian Johnson
	27 - Lila Baddorf

	        Jon Novinger
	28 - Ed Dobbin
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                             APRIL 20201ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  
	20 - Amy & Jason Faust - (17 yrs.)
	28 - Pat & Ed Dobbin - (41yrs.)

	21 - Nancy & Dan Yutronich - (38 yrs.) 
	       Theresa & Scott Miller – (20 yrs.) 

	
	       Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff – (478yrs.) 


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
…. (Continued                                                                            Page 13
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Joys of motherhood
• A hug for no reason.
• Belly laughs.
• The light-bulb moment when your child understands something  

        you’ve been trying to teach them.
• Smiles and giggles.
• Mud pies.
• Arms raised in the air after a big accomplishment.
• Hearing Scripture and prayer from your child’s lips.
• Quiet moments on the couch.
• Reading aloud together.
• A family meal filled with conversation and laughter.
• Watching your child be kind to another.
• Recognizing a moment you’d like to freeze in time.
• A child’s look of surprise and joy.
• A quiet conversation that heals a wounded heart.
• The words “I love you” — and a sticky kiss.  
                                          —Unknown
                         Be a caremongerer

At the start of the coronavirus pandemic, a mutual-aid movement dubbed as “caremongering” quickly spread throughout Canada. Within 72 hours, 35 Facebook groups were launched so people could request and offer assistance.

This altruistic effort is essentially the opposite of fearmongering. “We wanted to switch that around and get people to connect on a positive level,” says Mita Hans, who helped set up the first group. The movement, she adds, “spread the opposite of panic in people, brought out community and camaraderie, and allowed us to tackle the needs of those who are at-risk all the time — now more than ever.”

One disabled man in Halifax, Canada who received aid through a caremongering group said it felt “like a hug.” That’s intentional, says participant Valentina Harper. “I think it is really showing people there is still hope for humanity.” When the pandemic is history, may we all continue to be caremongerers in our communities.
…. (Continued                                                                            Page 14
                      MAY 2021 BIRTHDAY WISHES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in May!  May your day be full of

         Sunshine and warm wishes.

	  1 - Cailey Crum
	19 - Dan Yutronich

	  2 -  Charlene Baker
	23 - June Gelnett

	  5 - Terri Herb
	24 - Cheryl Johnson

	  9 - Elmer Feidt
	25 - Edward Baker

	12 - Ed Berra
	28 - Cody Erb 

	15 - Chris Herb, Sr.
	30 - Star Baker

	16 - Denise Rickert.
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                            MAY 20201ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary
to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  

	12 - Donna & Dave Novinger (48 yrs)
	24 - Janette & Dennis Leitzel - (37 yrs.)

	17 - Diane & Leon Shaffer - (54 yrs.)
	28 - Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel (55 yrs.)                                                                                 


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

…. (Continued                                                                            Page 15
[image: image22.emf]


[image: image23.emf]











In this issue of The Valleys Post


Worship Schedule Change/


      Special Services                  Pg. 3


Monthly Worship                     Pg. 4


Sunday School Page                 Pg. 5  


Mission Happenings                 Pg. 6


Happenings at Valleys              Pg. 8


In our Prayers                           Pg. 10


Community News                     Pg. 11











