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   The Valleys Post                             
         The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
             3682 Peters Mountain Rd., P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032  
                                            717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                    Pastor – David Guertin 
 Email  valleysecc@verizon.net          Council Pres. – Scott Miller
    From the Desk of Pastor Dave…   February/March 2021                  

                     Journey Towards The Cross
     I was both anxious and excited to take my first steps on the famed Appalachian Trail (AT). I had been reading stories of how challenging the AT could be in Pennsylvania due to the many rocks that can wreak havoc on a person’s feet. There were times I almost talked myself out of trying because of fear of the unknown. Would I get lost? What if I came upon a bear? And lest we forget; rattlesnakes! But I’ve been feeling drawn to trying by some inexplicable urge; like a magnetic pull. Finally, on a cold, windy January day I took my first short hike on the AT. It was cold, rocky in places, and had several stunning vistas that took my breath away. I had begun my journey. 

     The season of Lent is fast approaching. As I write this article, Ash Wednesday is only a little over two weeks away. As followers of Jesus, Lent marks the long journey Jesus took to the cross that began at the start of his earthly ministry some three years before his crucifixion. And while Jesus’s journey drew him to places of unimaginable pain, he also experienced many amazing things: healings, people turning to God after years of sin, friendship with the most unlikely group of followers imaginable, power over nature, and many others. And while Lent focuses on the sobering reality of the cross, we know with the benefit of history that the cross was not the final destination: resurrection was! I imagine that Jesus had to have the end results in mind to carry him through the most difficult parts of his earthly journey. That is true for us as well.

      Through observing Lent, Jesus invites us on a journey with him that can be painful and difficult. It may be sobering as we come to terms with our frailty and brokenness.
                   (Pastor’s page concludes on Page 2)
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    It will be humbling as we realize we cannot come to the end of this journey without the help and love of Jesus who has already been on this trail and now goes with us as a guide, friend, and constant companion. May God grant you grace to journey where he leads.       

    May God go ahead of you to blaze the trail you’re on. May God protect your back from dangers unseen. And may God be your light as you confront the darkness that threatens to undo you and me. Be of courage. You are not alone. Jesus is with you!

In His Grip,

Pastor Dave

GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz 
Complete the Bible verses below by using letters from the phrase: 
BE MY VALENTINE. 
1. “The __ __ __ __ has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near.” —Mark 1:15 
2. “For where two or three come together in my __ __ __ __, there am I with them.” — Matthew 18:20 
3. They will __ __ __ __ their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. —Micah 4:3 
4. “Peace I __ __ __ __ __ with you.” —John 14:27 
            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 **************************************************************
From the Church Offices: If schools are closed due to adverse weather, the church offices will be closed.
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes.  We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. 

Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month February 7, 2021 and March 7, 2021. Communion will be done in the pews and is put together and served with gloves and masks to keep everyone safe.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
                           LENTEN SERVICES

It will be decided by the Elders if there will be an Ash Wednesday Service February 17 at Valleys. Check weekly bulletins.
The Halifax Ministerium has decided to hold Community Lenten Services on-line only this year due to the pandemic. Details are still being worked out concerning dates, times, links etc. We will put information in future bulletins as we receive it. 
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is March 28.
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	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	February 2021 

Greeters & Ushers:

Council Members
	March 2021

Communion Servers:

Council Members


On the 1st Sunday of the month, Ushers will take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.    
The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The 2021 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit. You may also call the church office to order flowers.

           ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~         
  We are not having Sunday School at this time.                                                                                                                             
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the social hall that you may pick up as you leave church service.   Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional. If you are not coming to church at this time, please inform the church office to mail your devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
        All-encompassing Savior


Christ be with me, Christ within me.


    Christ behind me, Christ before me.   

         Christ beside me, Christ to win me.


              Christ to comfort and restore me.


                   Christ beneath me, Christ above me.


                         Christ in quiet, Christ in danger.


                              Christ in hearts of all that love me.


                                   Christ in mouth of friend and Stranger.




-Hymn attributed to St. Patrick
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                           Monthly Worship

February/March Monthly Worship Schedule 
Feb. 7th - 10:15AM- In-person Worship* Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering
Feb. 14th - 10:15AM- In-person Worship & Online Worship*

Feb. 21st - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship*
Feb. 28th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship & Online Worship*
Mar. 7th - 10:15AM - In-person Worship* Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering
Mar. 14th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

Mar. 21st - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
Mar. 28th - Palm Sunday - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

*It will be decided at Feb. Elders meeting about Ash Wednesday Service. 
Halifax Ministerium has decided to do Community Lenten Services on-line only this year. More information will be in upcoming bulletins.
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                  Mission Happenings    
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope (or other envelope) and mark it “Mission Offering”.
Mission monetary donations received during the listed months of the year are used for the following projects or benevolence: 
      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
   FREE Community Meal: meals will be “take out” only (pick up in cars in church parking lot) for the safety of those we serve and also for our volunteers.  
Take-out Meals are held the SECOND TUESDAY of every month from 5:30 - 6:30PM.  Meals must be reserved.
Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday February 4th for February 9, 2021 meal and Thursday March 4th for March 9, 2021 meal (take outs only at this time).
February 9, 2021 – Menu: Turkey & vegetable pie, Salad, Fruit Salad, Dessert, and Drink.  
March 9, 2021 – Fish, macaroni & cheese (Fish Sticks for kids), Salad, Fruit salad, Dessert, and Drink.
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Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the foyer. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~

Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Tuesday-Thursday 1:-00-5:00PM.   
                         A Daily Prayer

Whatever happens today, dear Lord, help us remember that you are present. If we find ourselves in the shadows of disappointment or rejection or pain, let us see your comforting light. If we’re in the radiant light of success or acceptance or wholeness, may we acknowledge your providence and grace. Wherever we are, grant us the assurance of your nearness. Amen.
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PRAYER TEAM is not meeting in person at this time but they do pray by phone or virtual when possible.  
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

     Deacons meeting on February 2nd  March 2,  2021.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed. Elders meeting on Feb. 1st  and March 1, 2021.

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
      Check bulletins for February 2021 meeting as that is Ash Wednesday. (It depends what Elders decide.) March meeting is Mar. 17.
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE meeting will be announced.
YOUTH GROUP See Marie Herb for information on meetings.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team still prays for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, just not in person at this time. Contact Sharon Fetterhoff or Laurel Guertin.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
No Fellowship Group Meal/Meeting or Choir at this time.       

Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


 
     Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) meets with the Youth Group of Uplift Community Church of God on the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM at Uplift Church or virtually if it isn’t possible to meet in person. They also meet once a month for either a service activity or fun outing if possible.  Contact Marie Herb or other youth group leaders for meeting dates and times.
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTE21 newsletter to the church secretary by Monday, March 15th.
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· We Lift Our Brothers      
 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:  *Gary and Vickie Snyder and Family; *Ann Hale and family; Sandy Zimmerman; Ann Cooper; Sue Maichle; Gary Fetterhoff; Rachael Bryson; Jane Baker;  Esther Masser; Miriam Hoke; Mary Cooke; Dean Etzweiler; Gary Miller; 
Missions: Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries around the world.


Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; Lori Graff, Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Elmer Feidt; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler
      If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List or to give updates for people currently on prayer list, please inform the Church office or put a note in offering basket. Please put a contact name so we know who to contact for updates. There are many people who have been on the list for a long time and some we are unsure how to get updates on them. Thank you for your help! 

Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to:
   Ann Hale and family as Ann’s husband Tom went to be with the Lord in January.
  Gary and Vickie Snyder and family as Gary’s mother Lois went to be with the Lord in January.

  We pray both of these families feel God’s loving presence and comfort.
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       The Valleys Annual Meeting and Election

The Valleys Annual Meeting and Election was held on Sunday, January 17, 2021.   Copies of 2020 Financial Reports and Annual Reports are available for those who did not receive them and wish to see them.
        *******************************************
The following were unanimously elected during Annual Meeting.
  Elders     (2 year term) – Norine Goss and Dave Novinger
  Deacons (2 year term) – Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff, 
    Leon Shaffer, and Charlie Shertzer
 Mutual Ministry Committee (2 year term) - Marie Herb; 
Nominating Committee (2 year term) - Neva Cichy
  National & Conference Delegates* (1 year term) - Marie Herb
 (*Another National and Conference Delegate can still be added.   Conferences will be held virtually in 2021.
   Please see Pastor Dave if you are interested)
    **********************************************
      
          Council Officers for 2021    
   Council President – 
   Scott Miller         
   Council Vice-President –    David Novinger

   Recording Secretary – 
   Marie Herb
   Financial Secretary – 
   Norine Goss
   Treasurer – 

   Sharon Fetterhoff
                      2021 Council Members

Elders:     Charles Cichy, Peggy Berra,
                    Norine Goss, Dave Novinger

Deacons:  Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff, 
Marie Herb, Scott Miller, Leon Shaffer, 
Charlie Shertzer, Gary Snyder 

     **********************************************
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    Halifax Ministerium Community Lenten Services 
The Halifax Ministerium has decided to hold Community Lenten Services on-line only this year due to the pandemic. Details are still being worked out concerning dates, times, links etc. We will put information in future bulletins as we receive it. 
SENIOR CENTER NEWS Halifax Senior Center remains closed until further notice due to the COVID 19 virus. 
 Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).
Zumba Fitness is not meeting at Valleys at this time. 

Council is being cautious as to what activities are allowed indoors as a precaution to keep our congregation safe at this time. We are sorry for any inconvenience.

Church Dartball League has been cancelled for the rest of the 2020/2021 season due to the Covid virus.                                          
    Our Church Dartball League teams have been hit with team member losses in 2020 and also in 2021.
   Valleys ECC Church was saddened to lose a member of our Dartball team in January - Tom Hale. 

   St. Christopher Lutheran Church also lost a member of their Dartball team in January - Dennis Zilinski.
We pray for all the families who have lost a loved one that God will give them comfort and surround them with his presence and peace.
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                 FEBRUARY 2021 BIRTHDAY WISHES
  Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in February!  

          May your day be filled with love, hearts and flowers.
	1-   Hannah Klinger
	16 - David Erb, Sr.

	3 -  Robert Guzman
	19 - Whitney Faust

	  8 -  Riley Dunn
	22 - Andrew Snyder

	      Dennis Leitzel
	23 - Zachary Campbell

	        Ashlee Rickert
	24 - Hannah Gonder

	 10 - Ann Hale
	27 - Brooke Croutharmel

	 14 - Robin (Hatcher) Kreiner
	28 - Myra Hoffman

	 16 - Christine Campbell
	       Tom Lauver

	        
	       Michelle  (Shoop) McElrath


                    FEBRUARY 2021 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	14 - Jennifer & Justin Rubendall - (12 yrs.)
	17 - Laura & Clarence Roush - (59 yrs.)

	16 - Gloria & Alvin Duttry - (19 yrs.)
	18 - Colleen & Steve Bublitz - (4 yrs)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
…. (Continued                                                                            Page 13
                MARCH 2021 BIRTHDAY WISHES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in March!  May your day be full of

         Sunshine and warm wishes.
	 2 - Jane Baker
	19 - Seth Guertin 

	 3 - Barbara Croutharmel
	20 - Dennis Croutharmel

	   9 - Rylee Zerby
	23 - Aurora Cooper

	 10 - LaRay Sheetz
	24 - Sherry Byerly 

	        Dave Hand
	       Greg Johnson

	   18 - Jason Faust
	27 - Judy Baker

	        Courtney Chubb 
	31 - Colleen Bublitz


                      MARCH 2021 ANNIVERSARIES

  Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be

  Blessed with Love and Happiness!  
	   6 - Susan & Dale Faust - (50 yrs.)
	28 - Sherry & Matt Byerly - (23 yrs.)

	 22 - Charlene & Ed Baker - (41 yrs.)
	31 - Dixie & Bob Endy - (48 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleys@eccverizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
      TURN YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR ON SATURDAY, MARCH 13th!
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                     “Staying fed
   “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”  (Psalm 119:103, NRSV).

        Recently I was confronted with this question: If you fed yourself with food the way you feed yourself with God’s Word, would you still be alive? It gave me pause.

    Do I eat enough spiritually? — feast regularly enough on Scripture to keep up my energy and the health of my soul? Do I eat nutritiously? — take in a balanced meal of law and gospel, comfort and commandments, prophecy and promise? Do I pass up spiritual junk food? — set aside empty calories that lead to disease, in order to hunger for what truly gives life? Do I drink enough Living Water to avoid faith dehydration? And once in a while, do I splurge on dessert? — savor the sweetness and joy of belonging at God’s table? 

What abundance God sets before us. May we never skip a “meal”! 

—Heidi Mann
             The Parable of the Lost Ring

    Only three years after Paula and Joe Walter married, her wedding ring was lost as she played catch with their son. Naturally, she was heartbroken. Over the years, whenever family and friends gathered in the back yard, she urged everyone to look for the ring — but to no avail. Because the yard borders on woods, Paula feared the ring had flown into the trees, never to be seen again.

     But just before the couple’s 40th anniversary, landscapers hired to do work in the yard brought her a surprise: They’d found the ring — right where Paula had been playing with her child so long ago! Like the woman in Jesus’ parable who finally found her lost coin (Luke 15:8-10), Paula rejoiced. God too searches until every person who has strayed or been flung away from the faith is found.

      Sometimes the place we rediscover faith is right where we’ve looked before. What makes the difference? A different person helping us search? Light shining in a different way? We may never know. We simply rejoice — and so does God.

—Heidi Mann
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                       Paying it back — and forward

        During the pandemic, acts of kindness seemed especially meaningful. Last spring, as Covid-19 hit Native American communities particularly hard, an interesting transatlantic outreach occurred. Donations from Ireland began appearing in a relief fund for Navajo and Hopi families, leading administrators to suspect the account had been hacked. Then they realized a cross-generational payback was underway.

        In 1847, Choctaw Tribe members sent $170 overseas to Ireland to help with Potato Famine relief. That generosity was never forgotten, and by May 2020, people in Ireland had contributed more than $4 million toward pandemic assistance for relatives of people who’d helped their ancestors. Many donors included an Irish proverb meaning “In each other’s shadows the people live.”

        The concept of paying it forward dates back to a 1784 letter by Benjamin Franklin. It also echoes Jesus’ Golden Rule: “Do to others as you would have them do to you” (Luke 6:31). How might you live out this practice today?
                                         Faith journey

        A family was heading on vacation: two little ones were nestled in car seats; the van was packed. As Dad locked the house and Mom secured the garage, an adult neighbor the kids knew walked up and spoke through an open window. “Where are you going?” The kids shrugged. “Well, what road are you taking?” the friend asked with a knowing smile. Of course, they had no idea. “Do you know where you’ll eat today, or where you’ll spend the night?” Blank stares. Then the friend asked, “Who are you traveling with?” The children broke into grins and shouted, “Mommy and Daddy!”
       On the journey of faith, we don’t know precisely where we’re headed or how all our needs will be met. But we know who we’re traveling with: our loving God who is fully aware of the twists and turns ahead; the loving Parent who promises to care for us wherever we go.
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