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   The Valleys Post                             
                The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                    3682 Peters Mountain Rd., P. O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032  
                                                    717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.Org                     Pastor – David Guertin
Email  valleysecc@verizon.net          Council Pres. – Scott Miller
                                                                                                   December 2020/January 2021
       From the desk of Pastor Dave…     

Beyond Ordinary

It’s safe to say that this year has been anything but ordinary. We have and are living in the midst of a global pandemic that not only threatens our health, lives, and ways we’re accustomed to live and do things, it has threatened the lives of our friends and loved ones. Many of us know people who have gotten sick with COVID-19. Some of them have died. And in many ways we’re staggering as a result. 

We are also living in the midst of another pandemic of sorts: hatred. People are being vilified for having a different political view than us. They’re being demonized because they are of a different race with a different perspective on life because their experiences are different than ours. There is even a certain level of animosity towards fans of different sports teams. This is nothing new, but does add to our anger and stress levels when combined with our unmet expectations for this past year. 

As we enter the Advent season we are invited to remember that the kind of toxic environment of pandemics, hatred, and violence that we’re experiencing today is just the scenario that God entered into in the person of Jesus Christ some 2000 years ago. Many had grown weary of waiting. They were tired of oppression. They were tired of hatred. They grew tired of waiting for God to fulfill his promises. Yet for those who were willing to see what God was doing they recognized it as anything but ordinary. It was subtle in many ways, yet revolutionary. God was doing something new, and I contend that God is still working that all out in the here and now for those of us who are willing to see it. 
                             (Pastor’s page concludes on page 2)
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As we enter this Advent and Christmas season, may we be open to seeing God’s invitation to welcome the new, the innovative, the daring, and the transforming power of his love revealed in Jesus Christ. 

In His Grip,

Pastor Dave

GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz 
  [image: image3.emf]

  In the story of the Magi, what word is used to give a sense of Jesus’ age when the wise men visited? What does it tell us?
1. “baby”; Jesus was still a newborn in a manger

2. “child”; when the wise men visited, Jesus had grown past infancy

3. “youth”; Jesus was probably between 10 and 14

4. No word is used to suggest Jesus’ age at the time of the wise men’s visit.
Answer: See Matthew 2:1-12.
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             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 **************************************************************
Continued …..                                                                Page 3      
  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE         
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Worship begins at 10:15AM with In-Person Worship at Valleys for those who feel comfortable worshipping at church and it also will be live streaming on Face book for those who wish to worship in the safety of their homes.  We continue to strive to have as safe an environment during In-person worship services as possible. 

Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month December 6, 2020 and January 3rd, 2021. Communion will be done in the pews and is put together and served with gloves and masks to keep everyone safe.  If you are watching the online streaming service, please have bread and grape juice ready to participate.
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Christmas Eve Service – Join us on Thursday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  Candlelight service will be different this year due to Covid, this year we are using battery operated flickering candles for the candlelight service. Holy Communion will be administered during the service in pews as we have been doing. 
Installation of newly elected Elders and Deacons will be announced after the Annual Congregational Meeting.  The Annual Congregational meeting is usually held the 3rd Sunday in January (January 17, 2021) following Worship Service.  At this time Council is still planning the details of the Congregational meeting and installation of newly elected Council members. Dates and details will be announced in December bulletins. 
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	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	December 2020, January 2021 Greeters & Ushers:

Council Members
	December 2020, January Communion Servers:

Council Members

	
	


The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit. You may also call the church office to order flowers.
           ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~         
  We are not having Sunday School at this time.                                                                                                                             
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the social hall that you may pick up as you leave church service.   Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($6 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional. If you are not coming to church at this time, please inform the church office to mail your devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
       Christmas to-do list
When the song of the angels is stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

     to find the lost,

     to heal the broken,

     to feed the hungry,

     to release the prisoner,

     to rebuild the nations,

     to bring peace among brothers,

     to make music in the heart.

                                                 —Howard Thurman
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                         Monthly Worship

December/January Monthly Worship Schedule 
Dec. 6th - Traditional 10:15AM In-person Worship* Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering 
Dec. 13h - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
Dec. 20th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (7:00PM) – Communion –  Organist 
Dec. 27th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
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Jan. 3rd - Traditional 10:15AM In-person Worship* Holy Communion Online Worship – Holy Communion (Please have bread and grape juice ready to participate) Organist –Food Offering                    
Jan.  10th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*
Jan.  17th - 10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

Annual Meeting and Congregational meal following Worship 
Jan.  24th -  10:15AM In-person Worship Online Worship*

- Installation of Elders and Deacons
*Sermon will available on video online later Sunday afternoon or  listen on Valleys’ website if you aren’t on Facebook.
PLEASE CHECK DECEMBER BULLETINS for more information on Christmas Eve Service, Annual Congregational Meeting and the Installation of Elders and Deacons Service.
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions offering aligns with our Mission Projects. Please put offerings in offering envelope, mark it “Mission Offering”.
    
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
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  FREE Community Meal: meals will be “take out” only (pick up in cars in church parking lot) for the safety of those we serve and also for our volunteers.  
Take-out Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 6:30PM.  Meals must be reserved.
Please call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to reserve meals by Thursday December 3rd for December 8th meal and Thursday January 7 for January 12, 2021 meal take outs only at this time).
             Menu . . .

December 8, 2020 – Turkey & Filling, gravy, sweet potatoes, vegetable, salad, fruit salad, dessert.
January 12, 2021 – Lasagna, garlic bread, salad, fruit salad, dessert.
There are so many grateful families that are enjoying the meals and the need is growing each month.
    Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the foyer. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
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Christmas Gifts for Children


For a number of years Valleys has been helped to provide Christmas gifts for children through a gift request program and we continue to do so this year. Each child has two angels - a “toy” and a “clothing” angel. This year we know there is an even greater need with everything going on in our community and country. We hope to help give some Christmas spirit and show love to families in Halifax school. It has been a tough year.

 
This year time is very short for getting all the presents and getting them back to the Halifax School but as always our congregation has come through with love and compassion for the Halifax community!
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Food Bank Update: Donations of canned vegetables; beans - (kidney, northern, baked); peanut butter and jelly; soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes and pie filling); cake icing; potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled, scalloped (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix); canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna; Mac & cheese; canned fruit; or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. 

There is so much need, especially during this trying time with COVID and more people having trouble making enough to feed their families. 


Food donations can be brought in anytime and are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support! 
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Tuesday and Thursday 1:00 to 5:00PM.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM is not meeting in person at this time.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

      No Deacons meeting in December 2020 or January 2021.  
ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  NO Elders meeting in December 2020 or January 2021.
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
      Note: No Council meeting held in December. Council Reorganization Meeting will be held January 20, 2021 after the Annual Congregational Meeting in January 2021.
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE is not meeting at this time.
YOUTH GROUP See Marie Herb for information.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team still prays for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, just not in person at this time. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
No Fellowship Group Meal/Meeting or Choir at this time.       
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Christmas Cards: Due to the pandemic this year, it has been recommended by Elders and approved by Council that each family should send/drop off one card to the entire church and it will be displayed. Please send cards directly to our shut-ins. If you wish to convey Christmas greetings to members of our congregation who are not coming to in-person church at this time, please send them a card or give them a phone call. We know you will understand the need for caution this year.
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Annual Reports are due from the following committees!

(Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 3, 2021​ for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 17, 2021.
               [image: image15.emf]


Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 17, 2021 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service.  
Council Reorganization Meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 20, 2021. 
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Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 24, 2021 during 10:15AM In-person Worship Service.
Please Note: Annual Congregational Meeting, Council Reorganization Meeting and Installation of Elders and Deacons may depend on how our area is doing with Covid 19 cases in January.
….    (Continued)                                                        Page 10
· We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)
Members & Friends of The Valleys: Rachael Bryson;  Sue Maichle; Dean Etzweiler; Ann Cooper; Jane Baker; Esther Masser; Tom Hale; Gary Fetterhoff; Kayla Gonder; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; All healthcare workers and people and families dealing with Covid 19.
 Missions: Covenant Missionaries serving all over the world.

Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; Lori Graff; Vickie Shoffler;  Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; June Gelnett; Greg Gelnett

If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Welcome Card (on 2nd side, also please put the name of the person submitting prayer request) or inform Pastor Dave or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Dave if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
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FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE
The Valleys Church Office will be closed on Friday, December 25, 2020 and Friday, January 1, 2021.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the February/March 2020 newsletter to the church secretary by Friday, January 15, 2020!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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       DECEMBER 2020  BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in December.  

          May you be surrounded with love and happiness.
	2 - Mary Cooke
	18 - Katie Baker

	4 - Amanda Graeff
	18 - Jordin Graeff

	6 - Brenda  (Bryson) Lawrence
	22 - Kristine Heckard

	 11 - Nakiah Baker
	27 - Ken Baker

	 12 - Gary Snyder
	29 - Elizabeth Baker

	 13 - Elam Miller
	31 - Donna Novinger

	 16 - Stephanie Hatcher
	        


Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the 
following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	12 - Doris & Dave Hand - (50 yrs.) 
	28 - Marie & Chris Herb - (29 yrs.)

	24 - Linda & Craig Shoop - (18 yrs) 
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          JANUARY 2021 BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in January!  May your birthday  

          be warm and fun even though it is snowy and cold outside.
	5 - Matt Faust
	19 - Janette Leitzel

	6 - Jackson Hoy
	20 - Bob Endy

	  9 - Daneil Miller
	23 - Diane Shaffer

	11 - Melanie Snyder
	28 - Neva Cichy

	        Mary Zeigler
	       Dixie Endy

	  17 - Rahn Cooper
	29 - Heidi Erb

	        Adrienne Lesher
	30 - Aaron Herb

	  18 - Ed Baker II
	31 - Mike Crum

	  19 - Bridget Campbell
	       Chris Maichle


Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating January Wedding Anniversaries!
	1 - Kris & George Heckard - (16 yrs.) 
	1- Joanne & Mark Enders - (18 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (717-896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you          
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 SENIOR CENTER NEWS Halifax Senior Center remains closed until further notice due to the COVID 19 virus. 
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Meals-On Wheels volunteers continue to serve the Halifax community. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965).
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Dartball:  The Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball season was delayed to the COVID 19 virus. The coaches will decide if Dartball will be able to play for the second half of the season or will be cancelled.
 (Although with cases going up across our area it is highly doubtful that Dartball will play the second half as a precaution.)
Our Dartball league is saddened to lose a longtime player. Howard Bahner of Faith United Methodist Church Dartball team went to be with the Lord in November. 
We will all miss him and WE EXTEND OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY, LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS to Stephanie and Bob Harris and Family and Deb Scott.

Zumba Fitness is not meeting at Valleys at this time. 

Council is being cautious as to what activities are allowed indoors as a precaution to keep our congregation safe at this time. We are sorry for any inconvenience.
….    (Continued)                                                        Page 13
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                                    Christmas Presence
     Amid the secular trappings of the holidays, we can lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas, until we lament with Charlie Brown, “Isn’t there anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?”

     These reminders call us back to where it all began — in the heart of God.
     “The giving of gifts is not something [people] invented. God started the giving spree when he gave a gift beyond words, the unspeakable gift of His Son.  —Robert Flatt
     “Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that he gave His Only Son. The only requirement is to believe in Him. The reward of faith is that you shall have everlasting life.”  — Corrie ten Boom

      “The great challenge left to us is to cut through all the glitz and glam of the season that has grown increasingly secular and commercial, and be reminded of the beauty of the One who is Christmas.”  —Bill Crowder
      “If we do not set aside time to focus together on what God’s word tells us about the promise of Christ, on Christmas morning we can find ourselves surrounded by mounds of torn gift wrap, our laps full of presents, but with hearts that are empty and unprepared.”

—Nancy Guthrie
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