
               DECEMBER 2012/JANUARY 2013      





        NEWSLETTER


As we approach the Holidays, our lives get really busy in the many things we need to do in preparation for the Christ Child.  Hopefully our focus is on Christ and the wonderful gift He is to us as God’s Son.  As yet, Christmas is not all about receiving.  It is about giving - giving of ourselves to others, our world, and above all - to God.  You know . . . We are to be co-workers with God - “Kingdom Builders.”  And that is precisely what the Navigate Pathway is all about - “Kingdom Building.”


We have been on the Navigate Pathway for about nine months and we have completed many of the steps in the pathway and would like to share our progress with you.  On Wednesday, December 5th at 7:00 P.M., the Vitality Team encourages you to attend an Informational Gathering at the Church.  We will go over the Epic Experience, share the reports of the Navigate Teams, and have opportunities for members of the congregation to take the Three Legged Stoop Inventory (Inventory on Leadership strengths).


All of the above is preparation to move forward in the pathway to becoming a Healthy Missional Church.  And we need to be a Healthy Missional Church in order to be effective in “Kingdom Building.”


Please come out on Wednesday, December 5th at 7:00 P.M.  This Christmas may we be about Kingdom Building - giving our ALL to God!

 



                May you all have a

                                                              Blessed and Joyous Christmas

                                                    Pastor Kris 

  DECEMBER/JANUARY WORSHIP SUPPORT TEAM 
    Dec. Greeters:  Sue Faust and June Gelnett

      Dec. Acolyte: Whitney Faust    Announcer: Dave Novinger

    Jan. 2013 Greeters: Arletta Thomas & Ann Hal

      Jan. 2013 Acolyte:                   Announcer: Diane Shaffer

December Offering Team (Team 12):  Tom Lauver (Captain), Barbara Lauver, Mike Crum, Cameron Crum. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 

January 2013 Offering Team (Team 1):  Bob Endy, (Captain), Boyd Dimpsey, Dennis Croutharmel, Ed Berra. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month.   The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  Dec. 2 -  Hanging of Greens Service  - Various readers;   Dec. 9 - June Wiest;  Dec. 16 - Jane Baker;  Dec. 23  - Ron Zimmerman; Dec. 30 - Mission Sunday - Carol Knight. Jan 6 - Dave Novinger; Jan. 13 - Doris Hand; Jan. 20 - Renny Witmer; Jan. 27 - Sue Faust. If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call Pastor Kris  at  church  (896-3118) or  her home (422-5788).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Kris or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

Nursery Attendants - Dec. 2 - Brandi Crum; Dec. 9 - Carol Cooper; Dec. 16 - Neva Cichy; Dec. 23 - Ann Hale; Dec. 30 - Tracey Cooper; Jan. 6 - Neva Cichy; Jan. 13 - Ann Hale; Jan. 20 - Tracey Cooper; Jan. 27 - Brandi Crum.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery, please see Donna Novinger.)  If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna.

Flower Sponsors -  Dec. 2, 9, & 16 - Open; Dec. 23 - Christmas Flowers; Dec. 30 - open. The cost for Altar flowers is $30.00.  The 2013 Flower Chart will be on the bulletin board in the church narthex shortly.  You may  put it in your  weekly  envelope. Please  mark  it  “Flowers”  so  the   Financial Secretary  can  credit  it  properly.  

 See Gloria Duttry to order your Poinsettias by Dec.2!    _________________________________________________________________________

 WHAT’S UP AT VALLEYS for DECEMBER & JANUARY!_

Hanging of the Greens Service will be held on Sunday, Dec. 2nd at 10:15AM.  This service which involves participation from the whole congregation is the beginning of our Advent season.  At the end of the service there will be a festive celebration with tree decorating, coffee/hot wassail and cookies.  Please join us as we join together in anticipation as we learn about the traditions and celebrate the coming of our Lord.
CHRISTMAS DINNER at The Special Place on Sunday, December 9. Cost: $17.50 person (This price includes the gratuity and is the same price as last year!!) Children: Chicken tenders and fries with applesauce, drink, dessert - $7.50 (under 3 - FREE). See Bob Endy or Ann Cooper to make your paid reservations by Sunday, December 2nd!                       
No Fellowship Meal in December. Next FELLOWSHIP MEAL will be on January 6, 2013. Please bring a meat dish & dessert or vegetable dish & a dessert to share and join us in fellowship.

Confirmation Class meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays following church. (Confirmands bring a bag lunch on 3rd Sundays.)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NO VITALITY TEAM OR ELDERS MEETING IN DECEMBER.

DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM. 

PRAYER TEAM meets the Second Monday of December at 5:30PM.  Prayer Team normally meets the first Monday of month. 

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Informational Meeting for Epic: An Informational Meeting for Epic is scheduled for Wednesday, December 5th at 7:00PM.  All members and friends of The Valleys are invited to attend this important meeting!

   Pick up your GIANT gift cards on Sundays before or after church. 
WHAT’S UP!  (Continued)

Caroling to Shut-ins - Join us as we go caroling to our Shut-ins on Sunday, Dec. 9th (after we eat at Special Place).  See Donna Novinger if you wish to go caroling.     

Christmas Gifts for Children:   A “Gifts for Children” tree is in the narthex with “ornaments” (each child will have two ornaments, one - clothing, one - toy).  Please put your name and the name of the child (and whether it is clothing or toy) on the tablet by the tree.  All gifts must be returned to the church by Sunday, December 9th.  (Gifts may be wrapped, please put “ornament” tag with each gift).  If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger. 

Valleys Christmas Mail Box is coming! - Valleys Christmas mail box will be in the church narthex from December 2nd until the morning of December 16th for Christmas cards.  Please use your updated directory when you address your cards as some addresses have changed.  The cards will be on the tables in the social hall.  Please check each time you come in to church for your cards.

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART - The Senior Citizens meet Dec. 6th 11:00AM Halifax Ambulance Building for Christmas Dinner. Check Dec. bulletins if there will be a meeting in January.  

STAMP CAMP - Stamp Camp will be held at Valleys beginning on Friday, Dec 7:00-11:00PM.  Stamp Camp will meet on the third Friday of each month. Please see Joanne Enders if you are interested in stamp Camp.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH meets only once for December on Dec. 9th  but will meet on January 6th & 13th (1st & 2nd Sunday of the month). 

CHILDRENS DRAMA CHOIR meets on Dec. 16th  & Jan. 20th (3rd Sun.). 
NEW CLASS meets on Sunday morning at 9:00AM in the library.  Please see Mike Crum or Jessica Faust for information.
WHAT’S UP!  (Continued)
HALIFAX COMMUNITY CIRCLE OF PRAYER meets at 9:00AM at Zion Stone U. Methodist on Thursday, December 15th and Thursday, January 17th.

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be presented on Sunday, December, 23rd at 9:00AM.

VALLEYS CHRISTMAS CANTATA will be presented on Sunday, December 18th at 7:00PM and also on Sunday, December 23rd during the 10:15AM Worship Service.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: Join us on Monday, December 24 7:00PM. (Pre-music, a variety of music along with the Brass Ensemble, begins at 6:30PM) as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns and joyful praise. Holy Communion will be administered.

MISSION SUNDAY is the Fifth Sunday for December, December 30th (Fourth Sunday in January, January 27th).  December’s focus  is Bethesda Mission and January‘s focus is Congo Kids.  These services are more informal with a focus on specific Missions in our world. The Mission offering will continue to be taken on this Sunday and will continue to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation and/or the Christmas Offering.  Join us as we will build an awareness of our own personal walk with the Lord Jesus Christ and His Call to us to go forth into the world and minister to the needs of those around us. 

YOUTH NEWS - Youth Group will meet only once in December on Sunday, December 30th when the Youth Group invites our younger youth to join us for a party. If you are in 5th grade thru 12th grade, please  bring  a  friend  and  join  us  and share your  ideas!   
A Service of Consecration for moving forward into the pathway of Vitality will be held at The Valleys on Sunday, January 6, 2013 during the 10:15AM Worship Service. (This was postponed from Nov. 18th)

WHAT’S UP!  (Continued)

Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, January 6, 2013 during our 10:15AM Worship Service.
VALLEYS ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND MEAL will be held on Sunday, January 20, 2013 immediately following our 10:15AM Worship Service.  Please bring a vegetable or casserole dish and a dessert to share. The meat will be provided by the church.

Installation of  Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, February 3, 2013 during the 10:15AM Worship Service. (Postponed from January 27, 2013.)

ZUMBA Fitness Exercise Class meets at Valleys on Sundays (2:00-3:00PM) and Thursdays (7:00-8:00PM). Zumba Gold will begin classes on Sun. Dec. 2  (3:15-4PM) at Valleys ECC, it takes the music, moves, & fun of a regular Zumba class and modifies the moves & pacing - designed for active older adults & those just beginning their fitness journey. No pre-registration is required. Adrienne Thoman is the instructor for the adult classes. call Adrienne (717-979-1327) for more information, Zumbatomic (Zumba for Kids) will begin classes on Sun. Dec. 2. Nicole Hate is the instructor for kids. call Nicole (717-827-2001) for more information. 

Thank You:  To The Valleys,


 The Lauver family and the Hebert family are so very grateful for all your prayers, visits, phone calls, cards and love that you have shown us during Scott’s long hospitalization and since he is home.

He is getting his strength back and improving daily.  He still has a long way to go, but with your and our continued prayers and his therapy, he will make a complete recovery.


Thanks you all so much.

                                                       In Christian Love,





                                          Karen (Lauver) Hebert and

                                                              Tom & Barbara Lauver
NEWSLETTER Articles are due January 15th for the February/March newsletter.
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 WE LIFT OUR BROTHERS             

AND SISTERS IN PRAYER...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys: Navigate Pathway; June Harris, (Peggy Berra‘s mother); Baby Elaina Parker, (Ann Cooper‘s friend‘s granddaughter); Michael Snyder, (Gail  Shertzer’s nephew); Matt Faust; Allen Goss; Jane Baker; June Wiest; Gail Shertzer; Carol Knight; Elvin Lebo; Jessi Faust; Pauline Novinger; Melba Croutharmel; Shirley Miller; Minnie Baker;  Galen Snyder; Richard Hoke; Heather Burget & Premature Baby; Baby Elaina  Parker; Gregg Gelnett; Carley & Paul Enders; Nevin Maurer; Scott Hebert, (Home); Charles “Cappy” Reisch; Margie Zeigler, (Frey Village); 



Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins: Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer; Mark Peiffer, (The Manor  Rm. 106). 


If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to  inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 

FOOD BANK UPDATE: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie (mixes); sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes (can/box), gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, and canned fruit or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on first Sunday of the month, before taken to the U. D. Human Services Center Food Bank (20 Clearfield St. Elizabethville, PA).  Thank you for your continued support!  

Hope is born

A little child, a shining star,

A stable rude, the door ajar.

Yet in that place so crude, forlorn,

The Hope of all the world was born.

                               --Author unknown 
                      DECEMBER  2012 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in December.  

          May you be surrounded with love and happiness.
	4 - Amanda Graeff
	22 - Kristine Heckard

	6 - Brenda  (Bryson) Lawrence
	23 - Emily Graeff

	 11 - Nakiah Baker
	24 - Nancy Feidt

	 12 - Gary Snyder
	27 - Ken Baker

	 16 - Stephanie Hatcher
	29 - Elizabeth Baker

	 18 - Katie Baker

Gary
	31 - Donna Novinger

	       Jordin Graeff
	


                      DECEMBER  2012 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 

	12 - Doris & Dave Hand - (42 yrs.)
	28 - Marie & Chris Herb - (21 yrs.)

	14 - Linda & Craig Shoop -(10 yrs.)
	30 - Sandy & Ron Zimmerman  - (34 yrs.)



If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

UPDATED DIRECTORY: Pick up your copy of the updated 2012/2013 Directory which is available in the church narthex on the table.  DIRECTORY ADDRESS CHANGES - If you have any address or phone  number  changes,  please  call  the  church office  (896-3118)  or  e-mail us at valleysecc@verizon.net (include a street address & P O Box). 

                                                Advent Promise
                                          
God comes to us

                                             
across this brief and wondering season





tracing the ways of pain and son





sharing beyond all rhyme and reason





this year’s darkest days





’till we can face his radiant bearing





in the stable place of peace.

                                                                            -- J. Barrie Shepherd
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 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

         DECEMBER 2012/JANUARY 2013 PREVIEW [image: image3.png]




DECEMBER is the first month of the quarter.  We are studying the theme “JESUS IS LORD”.  DECEMBER’S topic is  “VICTORY IN JESUS” and DECEMBER’S scriptures are from EPHESIANS.  JANUARY’S topic is “EXALTING CHRIST”  and JANUARY’S scriptures are from Philippians. Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for December and January.  Please join us.


DEC. 2 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Bob Endy

TOPIC- Spiritual Blessings in Jesus Christ SCRIPTURE-Ephesians 1:3-14


dec. 9 - DISCUSSION LEADER -  Ken Bechtel II

TOPIC - One in Jesus Christ SCRIPTURE - Ephesians 2:11-22


DEC. 16- DISCUSSION LEADER - Ann Cooper

TOPIC - Unity in the Body of Christ SCRIPTURE - Ephesians 4:1-16


DEC. 23 - YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM


DEC. 30 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Donna Novinger

TOPIC - Christ’s Love for the Church SCRIPTURE - Ephesians 5:21-6:4


JAN. 6 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Marie Herb

Topic - Proclaiming Christ  SCRIPTURE - Philippians 1:15-26


JAN. 13 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ed & Peggy Berra

Topic - Jesus’ Humility and Exaltation SCRIPTURE - Philippians 2:5-11


JAN. 20 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ed Dobbin

Topic - Gaining in Jesus Christ  SCRIPTURE - Philippians 3:7-11


JAN. 27 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Boyd Dimpsey

Topic - Stand Firm    SCRIPTURE - Philippians 3:12-16



The lessons for December & January teach us we are to use our God given abilities to build God’s Kingdom, to love one another as Jesus loves the church and live lives worthy of the gospel. We are to grow toward Christ - to witness to others of Jesus’ great love and grace for each of us.  SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.     

                      JANUARY 2012 BIRTHDAY WISHES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in January!  May your birthday  

          be warm and fun even though it is snowy and cold outside.
	5 - Matt Faust
	18 - Ed Baker II

	     Andaysha Mendez
	19 - Bridget Campbell

	  6 - Jackson Hoy
	20 - Bob Endy

	  9 - Angela Thompson
	       Rebecca Graff 

	  9 - Daniel Miller
	23 - Diane Shaffer

	  11 - Melanie Snyder
	28 - Neva Cichy

	       Mary Zeigler
	       Dixie Endy

	  13 -Jeremy Dobbin
	30 - Aaron Herb

	  17 - Rahn Cooper
	31 - Mike Crum

	         Adrienne Lesher
	       Chris Maichle


                        JANUARY 2012 ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating January Wedding Anniversaries!
	  1 - Kris & George Heckard  - (8 yrs.)
	1 - Joanne & Mark Enders - (10 yrs.)




 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleys@eccverizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

Dartball: 


The Oct. 29th game with Valleys at St. Christopher was postponed due to the storm until Nov. 14th.  Messiah Lutheran played at Valleys on Nov. 5th. Messiah won both games (4 to 2 and 6 to 1). Valleys played at Faith U. Methodist on Nov. 12th.  Faith won both games (7 to 2 and 3 to 1).  Homeruns:  Valleys: Marie Herb & Pete Bryson; Faith: Stephanie Harris.  Valleys played the Oct. 29th Make Up Game at St. Christopher on Nov. 14th. Valleys won the 1st game (12 to 5) and St. Christopher won the 2nd game (10 to 1). Homeruns:  Valleys: Nancy Feidt & Aaron Herb. Nov. 19th  Valleys played at Lykens U. Methodist. Lykens U. Methodist won both games (2 to 0 & 1 to 0).There was no Dartball Nov. 26.

        Results from Dec. 3rd and 10th games and All-Star Game on Dec. 27th will be in the next newsletter.  Dartball will be on Christmas Break Dec. 17th, 24th and 31st.

     We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
                The art of Christmas

How can we best keep Christmas?

· By following the star on an inward journey to 


Bethlehem to stand again in awe and wonder before 


the Babe in a manger.

· By rediscovering the faith and simplicity of a little


child, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.

· By being still and listening to the angels sing within


our hearts.

· By quietly evaluating our lives according to the


Master’s standards as set forth in the Sermon on 


the Mount.

· By resolving to give ourselves away to others in love, 


joy and devotion.

         --Wilfred Peterson, The New Book of the Art of Living
      Commit to resist commercialism

In response to God’s great Christmas gift, I will:

· Remember whose birthday is being celebrated.

· Earmark at least 25 percent of my Christmas budget for


those who are truly in need of my gifts.

· Set aside time each day to read Scripture, pray, be still and


prepare for the coming of the Prince of Peace.

· Include the hungry, the stranger, the sick and the


imprisoned in my Christmas celebration.

· Strive to be a peacemaker in my family, community and world.

· Take back my celebration of Christmas from the marketplace 


by resisting consumer pressures to spend beyond my means.

                                            -- St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

                                                                        Chardon, OH      

For the new year

H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)

A ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)

P ray earnestly every day (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)

P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)

Y ield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)

N eglect not your talents and opportunities (Galatians 6:10)

E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)

W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Y ield your members to righteousness (Romans 6:11, 16)

E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)

A im for a perfect, mature faith (Hebrews 6:1)

R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15-16)

Celebrating Epiphany

Epiphany, from the Greek word epiphaneia, means an appearance or manifestation.  Christians celebrate this festival each year on January 6, the 12th day after Christmas.  Epiphany ends on Ash Wednesday, when Lent begins.

Epiphany marks the coming of the Magi, or wise men, to worship the baby Jesus.  Because the Magi were Gentiles, Epiphany symbolizes the first recognition of Christ by non-Jews.  It’s a reminder that Christ came as the light – and Savior – of the whole world.

The traditional color for Epiphany is green, indicating life, growth, hope and eternity.  Symbols for the season include a light, candle or star; a crown or three crowns; three gifts; and a globe.  In the modern church, Epiphany has become a time to focus on reaching out and “showing” Jesus as the Savior of all people.  It’s also a reminder to engage in Christian community and to heal divisions among God’s children.
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