
                      SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2012      





NEWSLETTER


We started the Navigate Pathway the beginning of this year, 2012. We have made great progress, but there is a lot of work to be done.  I think of the summer months as a kind of halftime.  The first semester is over.  Now, it’s the halftime before the second semester begins.  And at halftime, great teams must make some adjustments if they want to win the game and that means we are going to have to change the way we think about things as a church if we’re truly going to move forward.


For today, let’s think about some adjustments we need to make to be more effective for Christ in the months ahead.  There are some non-negotiables.  Our commitment to the Bible as God’s word and the source of truth will stay the same.  Our core values will stay the same.  But on the other hand our church needs to make some shifts from “serving us” to service.


Too many of us have a “serve us” attitude.  There’s no question that a church ought to meet your needs.  We want to meet yours.  But I have found that when I am focused on having my needs met, there are the times I gripe and grumble.  That’s when I am most likely to be miserable and not grow.  But when I shift from serve us to service, I find my needs miraculously being met.  I grow!  Serving others ought to be a normal part of life for every Christ-follower.


Through the Navigate Pathway we are going to be more intentional to investigate and communicate the needs in our church and in our community and to look for entry points where we are being “invited to serve.”  Every time we hear about a need for volunteers, we could see this as an invitation from our community to “come and show us what the love of God looks and feels like.”


Do you know that we grow the most in a small group environment.  We can impress people from a distance, but we can impact them up close.  The early Christians were continually “ . . . devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe

                      (Please see Pastor’s Message on next page)

(Pastor’s Message - continued) 
 … And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common… Day by day… breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and having favor with all people.  And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2:42-47).  And may I add that the Gospel tells us that “whole household were being saved”.  This was a generational thing.


Through the Navigate Pathway we are going to be more intentional about supporting all generations in our church.  We will focus on supporting generational worship - to our children, our youth, our young adults, and seniors.  This is a way for us to touch tomorrow today.


Making adjustments is never easy.  It requires hard work, a positive attitude and a close walk with Jesus.  Are you ready for this challenge?

 



                                  In Christian Love,

                                                                           Pastor Kris 

Pastor’s vacation: Pastor Kris will be on vacation Oct. 8 thru 14.  Please call Valleys Church office (896-3118) if any pastoral concerns arise during that time.

     VALLEYS CHURCH BEGINS AT

         REGULAR TIME  10:15AM  

     ON SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 9th!

DIRECTORY ADDRESS CHANGES - If you have any address or phone  number  changes,  please  call  the  church office  (896-3118)  or  e-mail us at valleysecc@verizon.net (include a street address & P O Box.) 
 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER WORSHIP SUPPORT TEAM  
Sept.: Greeters:  Gerry Wiest               Acolyte - Cameron Crum
                             Alvin Duttry         Announcer - Diane Shaffer

Oct.: Greeters:  Diane Shaffer              Acolyte -  Aaron Herb

                            Leon Shaffer          Announcer - Peggy Berra

September Offering Team (Team 9):  Donna Novinger (Captain), Alvin Duttry, Laura Roush, Clarence Roush.

October Offering Team (Team 10): Doris Hand (Captain),  Dave Hand, Elvin Lebo,  Betty Lebo.


Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month.  The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is responsible to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  Sept. 2 -  Donna Novinger;   Sept. 9 - Jessie Faust;  Sept. 16 - Mike Crum;  Sept. 23 - Laura Roush; Sept. 30 - Renny Witmer;  Oct. 7 - Aren Faust; Oct. 14 - Carol Witmer; Oct. 21 - Boyd Dimpsey; Oct. 28  - Jane Baker.  If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call Pastor Kris  at  church  (896-3118) or  her home (657-9563).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Kris or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

Nursery Attendants - Sept. 2  - Ann Hale; Sept. 9 - Mary Zeigler; Sept. 16 - Brandi Crum; Sept. 23 - Tracey Cooper; Sept. 30 - Sharon Bettick; Oct. 7 - Neva Cichy; Oct. 14 - Carol Cooper; Oct. 21 - Ann Hale;  Oct. 28 - Brandi Crum.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery, please see Donna Novinger.)  If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna.

Flower Sponsors -  Sept. 2 - Matt & Jessie Faust; Sept. 9 & 16 - Open; Sept. 23 - Pauline Novinger; Oct. 7 - June Wiest; Oct. 14 & 21 - Open; Oct. 28 - Donna Donahue. The cost for Altar flowers is $30.00.  The 2012 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the church narthex.  You may  put it in your  weekly  envelope. Please  mark  it  “Flowers”  so  the   Financial Secretary  can  credit  it  properly.  

  __________________________________________________________________________

  WHAT’S UP AT VALLEYS for SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER!

NO FELLOWSHIP MEAL on Sept. 2nd due to Labor Day Weekend.  It will be held the following Sunday, Sept. 9th. Please bring a meat dish & dessert or vegetable dish & a dessert to share and join us in fellowship.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM 

   (Prayer Team meets on Wed. Sept. 5th due to Labor Day). 

DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS & SUPERINTENDENTS  meet    
the First Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.

VITALITY TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:00PM.

ELDERS meet the Second Monday of the month at 7:00PM.

               (No Elders Meeting in September or October.)

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.

      (Sept. Meeting will be on Wed. Sept. 26th due to Gratz Fair.)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART - The Senior Citizens meet on Sept. 6th  at 11:00AM. (They are going out to eat.)

CHOIR PRACTICE begins on Thursday, Sept. 9th at 7:30PM.   If you like to sing, please join us!
CHILDRENS DRAMA CHOIR will not meet on Sept. 2 but will meet on Sept. 16th (during church). They will meet Oct. 7th (during 9:00AM Sunday School) and Oct. 21st (during church). 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH is on Sept. 9th & 23rd, Oct. 14th, & July 28th.  If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.

HALIFAX COMMUNITY CIRCLE OF PRAYER meets at 9:00AM at Zion Stone U. Methodist on Thursday, Sept. 20th and Oct. 18th .

                                               WHAT’S UP!  (Continued)

MISSION SUNDAY is now on the Fourth Sunday of the Month.  Each month Mission Sunday will focus on a different mission or theme.  September’s focus will be Sunday School. October’s focus will be Girl Scout Sunday. Mission Offering will be taken Fourth Sunday.

RALLY DAY is on Sunday, September 23rd!  Join us for this special kick off at 9:00AM!  The Church Picnic will be held following church at Crum’s Pavilion (see Mike Crum for directions). Please bring a covered dish to share and join us for an afternoon of fellowship & fun!

YOUTH NEWS - Youth Group will meet on Sun., Sept. 16th (No meeting Sept. 2nd), Oct. 7th and 21st at 6:30PM. If you are in 5th grade thru 12th grade, please  bring  a  friend  and  join  us  and share your  ideas!   BRING YOUR FRIENDS!
DARTBALL will begin in October.  If you wish to play Dartball join us on Monday evenings at 7:30PM.
NEW CLASS begins on Sunday, October 7, 2012!       
The class will meet every Sunday morning at 9:00AM.  Please contact Mike Crum (362-1136) or Jessica Faust (362-1162) for more information.

HOLY COMMUNION will be administered on Sun., October 7th during the Worship Service as we celebrate World Communion Sunday.

 “In It Together” will begin in October.  See weekly bulletin for date, time and more information.

EPIC will be held on Saturday, October 20th from 12:00Noon to 6:o0PM at Wolf’s Church in York, PA.  Please see Pastor Kris if you are interested in going to this event. 
NEWSLETTER Articles are due October 14th for November newsletter.
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 WE LIFT OUR BROTHERS             

AND SISTERS IN PRAYER...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys: Navigate Pathway; *Marissa Faust; *(Vier) Allen Goss, (Hershey Med. Center, Heart/Vascular Institute, Rm. 1114); *June Wiest; *Gail Shertzer; *Mary Zeigler; *Jane Baker; *Carley & Paul Enders, (Mark Enders’ parents); Vickie Shoffler;  Carol Knight;  Nevin Maurer; Scott Hebert, (Karen [Lauver] Hebert’s husband); Melba Croutharmel; Shirley Miller; Charles “Cappy” Reisch; Minnie Baker;  Margie Zeigler, (Frey Village); June Harris, (SV).  

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins: Margaret A. Shoop, (The Kepler Home)  Josephine Reed, (The Manor Rm. 710); Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer; Mark Peiffer, (The Manor  Rm. 106). 


If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to  inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
Sympathy: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts, and prayers to the following families:


Carol and Renny Witmer and family as Carol’s mother Violet Rummel went to be with the Lord on July 23rd.  


Pat and Ed Dobbin and family as Pat’s mother Arlene Keiter went to be with the Lord on Aug. 7th. 


May God comfort and sustain both of these families at this time.

Congratulations to Jennifer Endy and Brian Franklin who were married on Saturday, August 11th at Newville First Church of God.  Jennifer’s parents are Bob & Dixie Endy and Brian’s parents are Roy M. & Bonnie Franklin.  May Jennifer and Brian be blessed with a long and happy marriage!
                 SEPTEMBER  2012 BIRTHDAY WISHES

Happy Birthday to everyone born in June!  May autumn leaves color 


your day with love and happiness.
	 4 -  Aren Faust
	19 - Doris Hand

	      Sandy Zimmerman
	       Jennifer Graff

	 5 -  Aaron Southard
	       Connie Graff

	 6 -  Alan Snyder
	20 - Sharon Portzline

	 7 -  Andrea Kenawell
	21 - Cherish Seibert

	   8 -  Charles Lamb
	       Erika Thompson

	 10 -  Ken Breeman
	22 - Brenda Roush

	 11 -  Dean Herb
	       Daniel Graff        

	 14 -  Dan Berra
	26 - Hope Byerly

	 16 -  Ron Zimmerman
	27 - Shirley McCartney

	         Lacey Seibert
	28 - Kyle Lauver

	 18 -  Charles Cichy
	30 - Norine Goss

	         Kevin Croutharmel
	       Cory Shoop


                     SEPTEMBER  2012 ANNIVERSARIES

   
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

   
following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

   
be blessed with Love and Happiness!

	3 - Betty & Elvin Lebo (18 yrs.)
	13 - Melissa & Dominic McGruther (9 yrs.)

	  8 - June & Chet Gelnett (66yrs.)


	15 - Karla & Michael Lesher (32 yrs.)


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

Baby Congratulations to Justin and Jennifer (Rickert) Rubendall on the birth of their son Brady Dean born on Friday, August 17th.  He weighed 7lbs. 3 oz and is 19 inches long. Proud grandparents: Denise & the late Dean Rickert and & Laura Roush.  Brady joins 4 year old big sister Madisyn Leigh.  We wish Brady and his family a very happy life and a close walk with God.

    Pick up your GIANT gift cards on Sundays before or after church. 
                  OCTOBER 2012  BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in October!  May

    cool fall breezes blow happiness into your day.
	3 - Reece Cooper
	22 - Deanna Bailey

	4 - Karen Hebert
	       Anna Portzline

	   5 - Emily Degnitz
	23 - Lori Degnitz

	 6 - Arletta Mae Thomas
	24 - Terry Snyder, Jr.

	 11 - Vickie Boe
	27 - Gabriel Bailey

	        Allison Goss

Gary
	28 - Michael Witmer

	 13 - Dale Faust
	       Vickie Shoffler

	 15 - Carol Cooper
	30 - John Shoop

	 19 - Jennifer (Endy) Franklin
	31 - Janet Noblit

	 20 - Mark Enders
	       Alex Berra

	 22 - Joshua Berra
	      


                      OCTOBER  2012 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 

	1 - Karen & Scott Hebert (24 yrs.)
	15 - Christine & Tim Campbell (17 yrs.)

	8 - Brenda & Matt Lawrence (31 yrs.)


	       Peggy & Ed Berra (44 yrs.)

	13 - Jaime & Josh Berra (10 yrs.)
	28 - Judy  & Ken Baker (11 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net and it will be corrected.  Thank you. 

Mission Sunday

The fourth Sunday of every month is designated as Mission Sunday.  On this Sunday during our 10:15A.M. service, we will build an awareness of our own personal walk with the Lord Jesus Christ and His Call to us to go forth into the world and minister to the needs of those around us.  These services will be more informal with a focus on specific Missions in our world.  The Mission offering will continue to be taken on this Sunday and will continue to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation and/or the Christmas Offering.
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 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

                         SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER PREVIEW [image: image3.png]




SEPTEMBER is the first month of the quarter.  We are studying the theme “A LIVING FAITH”.  SEPTEMBER topic is  “WHAT IS FAITH?” and SEPTEMBER scriptures are from HEBREWS, PSALMS, AND CORINTHIANS. OCTOBER topic is “WHO UNDERSTANDS FAITH?” and OCTOBER scriptures are from ACTS.  Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for June, July & August.  Please join us.

SEPT.  2 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Dave Novinger

TOPIC -  Faith Calls for Perseverance SCRIPTURE - Hebrews 10:19-31


sept. 9 - DISCUSSION LEADER -  Carol Reisch

TOPIC - Faith Is Assurance  SCRIPTURE - Hebrews 11:1-3, 6; 

                                                                           Psalm 46:1-3, 8-11


SEPT. 16 - DISCUSSION LEADER - BOYD DIMPSEY

TOPIC - Faith is Endurance SCRIPTURE - Hebrews 12:1-11


SEPT. 23 - DISCUSSION LEADER - RALLY DAY
TOPIC - Faith Inspires Gratitude  SCRIPTURE - Hebrews 12:18-29


SEPT 30 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ken Bechtel II 

TOPIC - Faith Requires Mutual Love SCRIPTURE - Hebrews 13:1-3;

                                                                                            1 Corinthians 13

OCT. 7 - DISUCSSION LEADER - Bob Endy

TOPIC - Stephen’s Arrest and Speech SCRIPTURE - Acts 6:8-7:2a


OCT. 14
 - DISCUSSION LEADER - To Be Announced

TOPIC - Stpehen’s Martyrdom     SCRIPTURE - Acts 7:51-8:1a 
                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                 

OCT. 21
 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Marie Herb

TOPIC -  Simon Wants to Buy Power  SCRIPTURE - Acts 8:9-24


OCT. 28 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Donna Novinger

TOPIC -  Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch   SCRIPTURE - Acts 8:26-39 


The lessons for September and October teach us to have faith and trust in God to overcome our fears.   SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.                              
THANK YOU

Thank you so much for the many get well cards, visits, phone calls and prayers.  Also thank you to everyone for the recent birthday cards.  Just knowing that the congregation cares so much has lifted my spirits.  My health challenges continue, but with the help of God and the prayers from my church, I know that I will get better and be back seeing you soon.  My doctors at the Hershey Medical Center are planning open-heart surgery, but as I write this, no date has yet been set.  Also, a special thank you to Pastor Kris.  Her many visits and phone calls both at home and in the hospital have really kept me going.  At the most difficult times, she has been there to boost me from feeling so low.  Our church is extremely lucky to have her leadership and dedication to its members.  Thank you again for everything that you have done and continue to do for me.

                                                   God Bless You All, Allen Goss

FOOD BANK UPDATE: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie (mixes); sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes (can/box), gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, and canned fruit or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on first Sunday of the month, before taken to the U. D. Human Services Center Food Bank (20 Clearfield St. Elizabethville, PA).  Thank you for your continued support!   
Celebrate grandparents
     Several sociological factors are affecting grandparents’ role.  Because families are spread out geographically, “long-distance grandparenting” is now common.  On the other end of the spectrum, many grandparents are actually raising their grandchildren.

     Despite modern-day challenges and changes, grandparents are more important than ever for providing kids with a sense of history and heritage.  Whether through social media and Skype or special outings and storytelling, the older generation has a variety of avenues for connecting with grandkids.

     In the process, grandparents can share their Christian faith.  “One generation will commend your works to another; they will tell of your mighty acts” (Psalm 145:4, NIV).

       Grandparents Day is Sunday, September 9th.

