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       NEWSLETTER


What is it that limits your life?  What sets the seemingly immovable boundaries of life’s limitations on you?  What is it that keeps you from being the person you had hoped to become and do what you long to accomplish? Who or what is it for you:  the people in your life, or the circumstances in which you find yourself?  What takes away your dream, discourages, and drags you down?


Focus on that for just a moment of honest introspection.  Perhaps the limitations are self-imposed.  Does the memory of previous failure ever immobilize you with a fear of trying again?  Are you frustrated with a feeling of inadequacy, a lack of energy, strength, or intellect to face life’s problems?  Do you ever feel resentful and disturbed that life has dealt you a cruel blow?


Now let me ask you an even deeper question.  Do you think it will ever be any different?  Is there any opening of hope through these obstacles?


These questions help us to empathize with the followers of Jesus after the crucifixion.  They were painfully aware of the limitations of life.  The cruel and excruciating cross had ended the most abundant life that they had ever seen.  Some of the women who followed Jesus made their way through the dawn of the first day of the week.  As they walked wearily toward the garden where Jesus’ body had been placed after the crucifixion, they asked one another a question which further intensified their feelings:  “Who will roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?”  The soldiers? The frightened disciples?


That stone over the tomb reminds us of life’s insurmountable barriers.  We all have them.  “There are limits, you know! There are some things that just can’t be done.”  That’s the way the women felt as they went toward the garden.


But when they came to the tomb, the stone had been rolled away!  Then a young man dressed in a white robe and sitting at the right side of the tomb, proclaimed the good news of Jesus’ resurrection: “Do not be amazed; you see Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He has risen…”


Nothing is too big for God!  Death is defeated. Christ is alive.  The resurrection is now the basis of our hope:  if God could do that, is there anything which limits us that is impossible for him?

       (Pastor’s Message continued on next page)


Pastor’s Message (Continued)


To join the Easter chorus and sing, “He is risen!” without being able to shout, “I am risen!  I am alive forever!  Death for me has no power!  Now I can live without limits,” is to miss Easter.


This is life without limits, indeed!  Instead of prohibitions, we are given a life of possibilities.  Surrendered to Christ and filled with Christ, we are now able to walk in what Paul calls newness of life:  we are “dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  The vicious pattern of self-propelled adequacy of trying to live by our own with and will is replaced by an openness to the Lord’s intervention and surprising infusion of power in our daily living.

                 May the Risen Lord bless you with Resurrection power,

                                                                  Pastor Kris 

                NEWSLETTER DELIEVERY TIMETABLE
Please note:  The newsletter schedule is as follows this year:  April & May together, June, July, & August together, September & October together, November alone, December 2012 & January 2013 together, February & March 2013 together.  If you have articles for the newsletter, they must be given to the office by the 15th of the month to be included in the following newsletter.

_____________________________________________________________________________

                            Believing is seeing

_____________________________________________________________________________


When the disciples saw Jesus after his resurrection, they believed.  But Thomas, who was absent, doubted until he, too, got to see and even touch Jesus.  For him, as the others, seeing is believing.


But what of us who don’t get to see Jesus in the flesh?  If “seeing is believing,” are we out of luck?  No.  In fact, sometimes it works the opposite way; sometimes “believing is seeing.”


Try this: Despite any doubts, choose to believe, trusting the witness of someone who’s seen God at work - a biblical figure or present-day Christian.  You’ll be amazed at the love, healing, peace and new life that spring out of troubles.

“With the eyes of your heart” (Ephesians 1:18, NRSV), you will see your Lord and your God.

               APRIL & MAY WORSHIP SUPPORT TEAM  
Apr.: Greeters:  Wanda Hendershot          Acolyte -  Cameron Crum

                             Dennis Croutharmel  Announcer - Dave Novinger

May: Greeters:  Arletta Thomas                Acolyte - Aaron Herb

                             Ron Zimmerman       Announcer - Diane Shaffer 
           
              
April Offering Team (Team 4): Sue Faust (Captain),  Dale Faust,  two others to be announced. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month.  

May Offering Team (Team 5): Diane Shaffer (Captain), Leon Shaffer, Carol Cooper, Jim Davis.
The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is responsible to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:   Apr. 1 - Ed Berra.  Apr. 8 - June Wiest; Apr. 15 - Ken Bechtel II; Apr. 22 - Sandy  Zimmerman; Apr. 29 - Brandi Crum.  May 6 - Ann Cooper; May 13 - Bob Endy; May 20 - Carol Knight; May 27 - Cameron Crum.  If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call Pastor Kris  at  church  (896-3118) or  her home (657-9563).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Kris or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

Nursery Attendants - Apr. 1 -Tracey Cooper; Apr. 8 - Ann Hale; Apr. 15 -  Carol Cooper; Apr. 22 - Mary Zeigler; Apr. 29 - Sherry Byerly; May 6 - Brandi Crum; May 13 - Sharon Bettick; May 20 - Neva Cichy; May 27 - Carol Cooper.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery, please see Sherry Byerly.)  If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Sherry.

Flower Sponsors -  Apr. 1 - Matt & Jessi Faust; Apr. 8 - Easter Flowers; Apr. 15 - Open; Apr. 22 - Open; Apr. 29 - Open; May 6 - Open; May 13 - Dave & Donna Novinger; May 20 - Leon & Diane Shaffer; May 27 - Bonita Heddings.  The cost for Altar flowers is $30.00.  The 2012 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the church narthex.  You may  put it in your  weekly  envelope. Please  mark  it  “Flowers”  so  the   Financial Secretary  can  credit  it  properly.  
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 WE LIFT OUR BROTHERS             

            AND SISTERS IN PRAYER... 

Please remember our list of people and their families who continue to  need our prayers, thoughts, phone calls, and cards: 

Members & Friends of The Valleys: *(new)   *Rachael & Pete Bryson & Family; *Shirley & Russ Miller & family; *Ed & Pat Dobbin & family; Jane Baker; Cletus Strauser, (Marilyn Strauser’s father-in-law); Miriam Hoke; Carl Snyder, (Miriam Hoke’s brother); Shirley Harris; Bob Lahr; Allen Goss; Gail Shertzer; Donna Rothermel; Greg Gelnett; Dave Berra; Judy Miller; Melba Croutharmel; Nevin Maurer; Charles “Cappy” Reisch;  Gerald Hile;  Minnie Baker; June Harris, (SV); Arlene Keiter, (Stonebridge Health & Rehab); Margie Zeigler, (Frey Village).  
Missions: Fred & Kelly Prudek*, (Missionaries); Victims and families of Tornadoes.


Our Shut Ins: Howard Hoover,  (The Manor Rm. 407); Josephine Reed, (SV Rm. 710.);  Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer; Mark Peiffer, (The Manor Rm. 106);    Margaret A. ([Mrs. Irvin] Shoop, (Polk A. L. Rm. 305B);  Nancy Davis, (The Manor at Susquehanna Village, Rm. 115).  


If a member  of  your  family  is  hospitalized,  please call the  church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (657-9563) to notify us. Thank you. Note: Susquehanna Lutheran Village in Millersburg is called  The Manor at Susquehanna Village. It is abbreviated as SV on our Prayer List.  Polk Personal Care. It is  abbreviated as Polk PC.

Sympathy:   We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to the following families:  


Shirley & Russ Miller and family as Shirley’s mother Mary A. Shutt went to be with the Lord.

 
Ed & Pat Dobbin and family as Ed’s uncle Walt Dobbin went to be with the Lord.


Rachael & Pete Bryson and family as Rachael’s mother Bernice Rothermel went to be with the Lord.


May God comfort and sustain all of these families during this time.          


   
        WHAT’S UP for APRIL  & MAY 2012!

FELLOWSHIP MEAL -  NO Fellowship Meal in April. Fellowship Meal will be held on Sunday, May 6th following church. Please bring a covered dish (meat or vegetable & dessert) and join us. 

 YOUTH NEWS - Youth Group meets on Sun., Apr. 15th, May 6th & May 20th at 6:30PM.  There is NO Meeting on Apr.1st.  If you are in 5th grade thru 12th grade, please  bring  a  friend  and  join  us  and share your  ideas!   

CHILDRENS DRAMA CHOIR meets the 1st Sun. of every month during Sunday School and also on the 3rd Sun. of every  month  during Church.

 CHILDREN’S CHURCH is on Apr. 8th, Apr. 22nd, May 13th, & May 27th.  If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART - The Senior Citizens will go out to eat for their April 5th meeting.  See June Wiest for details. The May meeting will be at The Valleys at 11:00AM.

PRAYER TEAM  meets on the 1st Monday of each month (Apr. 2nd & May 7th) at 5:30PM.

VITALITY TEAM meets the 2nd Monday of each month (Apr. 9th & May 14th at 5:00PM.

Community Circle of Prayer will be held on the 3rd Thursday of the Month (April 19th &  May 17th) at Zion Stone U. Methodist Church at 4:00PM. 

MISSION SUNDAY - A basket will be in the rear of the sanctuary on Apr. 15th  & May 20th (the 3rd Sunday of each month) for mission offerings.

“Mr. Sticky” Buns will be made fresh on Thursday, April 26th at Valleys.  Order forms are on the table in the narthex if you wish to take orders. (Orders need to be given to Ron Zimmerman by April 19th.)  Helpers are needed on Apr. 26th!

           WHAT’S UP for APRIL  & MAY 2012 (Continued)

              HOLY WEEK SERVICES/EVENTS

Palm Sunday, April 1st: Easter Cantata will be performed by Valleys Choir at 7:30PM.  Refreshments will follow the Cantata.

Maundy Thursday Service, April 5th 7:30PM - a “meager meal” will be served followed by a Tenebrae Service and Holy Communion.


Good Friday Service, April 6th (sponsored by Halifax Ministerium) will be held at Zion-Stone U. Methodist Church at 12:00 noon.

Youth Easter Program practice Fri. April 6th 7:00-8:30PM.  (Children will also color eggs for egg hunt.)

  EASTER SUNDAY, April 8th:



Easter Sunrise Service at Camp Hebron (Breezewood), 6:30AM, (Faith U. M. will serve breakfast following the service. Pastor Megan Darrow-Pannebaker, Speaker (breakfast following the service)
Valleys Easter Youth Program, 9:00AM (followed by an egg hunt for children.

Valleys Easter Church Service, 10:15AM (Communion will be celebrated.

                                         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Mother’s Day Breakfast - The Valleys men are making breakfast for the ladies (and their families) on Sunday, May 13th  at 8:00AM.  (They will put it together on Saturday, May 12th at 9AM if you wish to help.)
Pentecost/Confirmation Sunday/Memorial Sunday - May 27  - Confirmand Cameron Crum, son of Michael and Brandi Crum, will be Confirmed during the Worship Service.  It is also Memorial Sunday, the Memorial Day Honor Roll will appear in the bulletin in remembrance of loved ones.
                        APRIL  2012  BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in April!  

          May you be showered with love and happiness.

	 5 - Sally Baker
	19 - Lori Graff

	      Conley Dunn
	20 - Barbara Lauver

	    6 - Lydia Faust
	21 - Amy Faust

	10 - Jessica Bryson
	22 - Michael Edward Berra

	  11 - Chet Gelnett
	26 - Chris Herb, Jr.

	  15 - Howard Hoover        

Gary
	27 - Lila Baddorf

	         Ian Johnson
	       Marie Willard

	         Jon Novinger
	28 - Ed Dobbin

	  16 - Aliana Snyder
	        Brandon Hebert


                          APRIL  2012 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the          following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 

	15 - Jennifer &  Jeff Endy (9 yrs.)
	28 - Pat & Ed Dobbin (32 yrs.)

	20 - Amy & Jason Faust  (8 yrs.)
	       Theresa & Scott Miller (11 yrs.)

	21 - Nancy & Dan Yutronich (29 yrs.)
	


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleys@eccverizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

CONGRATULATIONS to Erin & Terry Snyder Jr. on the birth of their daughter Brynleigh Mae on Mar. 24th! Proud Grandparents are Ann & Tom Hale, Lori & Ed Okuley,  & Terry Snyder Sr.  Proud Great-Grandmothers are Pauline Novinger & Geneva Snyder. May Brynleigh and her family receive many blessings and grow in faith with God.

DIRECTORY ADDRESS CHANGES - If you have any address or phone number changes, please call the church office (896-3118) or e-mail us at valleysecc@verizon.net (include a street address & P O Box.)   
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 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL APRIL/MAY PREVIEW [image: image3.png]



APRIL is the second month of the quarter.  We are studying the theme “GOD’S CREATIVE WORD”.  APRIL’S topic is  “THE WORD WAS IN THE BEGINNING” (Apr. 1 & 8) and “THE WORD IS HERE AND NOW”. APRIL  & MAY scriptures are from JOHN.  MAY’S topic is “THE WORD WILL BE” Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for September.  Please join us.


APR. 1 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Bob Endy

TOPIC - JESUS TESTIFIES TO THE TRUTH       SCRIPTURE - JOHN 18:28-37


APR. 8 - YOUTH EASTER PROGRAM


APR. 15 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ken Bechtel II

TOPIC - CLEANSING THE TEMPLE      SCRIPTURE - JOHN 2:13-22


APR. 22 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Carol Reisch

TOPIC - WOMAN OF SAMARIA         SCRIPTURE - JOHN 4:7-15; 23-26, 28-30

APR. 29 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Sherry Byerly

TOPIC -  HEALING THE BLIND MAN           SCRIPTURE - JOHN 9:1-17


MAY 6 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ann Cooper

TOPIC -  THE BREAD OF LIFE              SCRIPTURE - JOHN 6:22-35


MAY 13 - DISCUSSION LEADER - MOTHER’S DAY

TOPIC - THE GOOD SHEPHERD         SCRIPTURE - JOHN 10:7-18


MAY 20 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Marie Herb

TOPIC - THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE   SCRIPTURE - JOHN 11:17-27


MAY 27 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Donna Novinger

TOPIC - THE WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE   SCRIPTURE - JOHN 14:1-14


The lessons for April and May challenge us as to how we respond and react to life’s events. What do we need to “clean out” of our lives that keeps us from worship? How do we glorify God? SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger or Jessi Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.

CHOICES Sun. school Class (lead by Ed & Peggy Berra, meets in multipurpose room) uses the same Sun. school material as the Adults class. The sessions begin with a prayer; the reading of the lesson scripture, and followed by group discussion if you wish to check it out.

                      MAY  2012 BIRTHDAY WISHES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in May!  May your day bloom with

         Sunshine and warm wishes.

	  1 - Cailey Crum
	19 - Dan Yutronich 

	  2 - Charlene Baker
	23 - June Gelnett

	   5 - Terri Herb
	       Tessa  (Whitcomb)  Young

	   9 -  Elmer Feidt
	24 - Cheryl Johnson 

	 10 - Pauline Novinger
	25 - Ed ward Baker

	   12 - Ed Berra
	27 - Margaret A. Shoop

	 15 - Chris Herb, Sr.
	28 - Cody Erb

	   16 - Denise Rickert
	30 - Star Baker

	   17 - Dave Hand
	        


                           MAY  2012 ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be

  Blessed with Love and Happiness! 

	6 - Donna & Bill Motter (45 yrs.)
	25 - Jennifer & Rodney Graff (10 yrs.)

	12 - Donna & Dave Novinger (39 yrs.)
	24 - Janette & Dennis Leitzel (28 yrs.)

	17 - Diane & Leon Shaffer (44 yrs.) 
	28 - Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel (46 yrs.)


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleys@eccverizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

 FOOD BANK UPDATE: Donations of soups; pastas; (cake, cookie, brownie mixes); sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes (can/box), gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, and canned fruit or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on first Sunday of the month, before taken to the U. D. Human Services Center Food Bank (20 Clearfield St. Elizabethville, PA).  Thank you for your continued support!  
                           MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL

 
On Sunday, May 27, 2012 The Valleys ECC will have a Memorial Day Honor Roll printed in the church bulletin for the Memorial Day Sunday Service.  The deadline for these listings will be on Sunday, May 27, 2012 to be placed on the Memorial Day Honor Roll.  This honor roll may be used to remember those family members or friends who have gone to be with our Heavenly Father, or it may commemorate a recent birth, or honor a graduate from high school or college or to honor a special anniversary as well.


A donation of any amount to the “Memorial Fund” is requested for each published listing “IN HONOR OF” or “IN LOVING MEMORY OF”.  Please place donations and the listing information in a separate envelop and mark it “Memorial Fund”.  Donation amounts will not be published in the listings. 


If you wish to give a donation and have a listing on the MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL, please fill out the form and return it to the church office by Sunday, May 20, 2012. 

Your Name _______________________________________________

IN LOVING MEMORY OF … _______________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

IN HONOR OF … _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
                                            2012 GRADUATES

 The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2012 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing them during the worship service on June 3rd.  They will also be listed in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form and return it to the church office (or Donna Novinger) no later than Mother’s Day, May 13th.

Name_____________________ Parents_________________________

School or College___________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

College Degree_____________________________________________

Activities & Special Honors received in school or college:

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

  Dartball                         
On Mar. 5th  Valleys ECC played the last scheduled game for this season at St. John’s Lutheran.  St. John won the 1st game (8-4) and Valleys won the 2nd game (10-0).  Homeruns: St. John - Blair Warner and Jason Bixler. 

Dartball Tournament was played on Mar. 18th.    1st Round:  Valleys played Lykens U. Methodist - Valleys on 6 to 4 (Homeruns: Charlie Shertzer (Valleys) and St. John Lutheran played St. Christopher Lutheran - St. John won 16 to 0.       2nd Round:  Valleys played Messiah Lutheran - Messiah won 11 to 0 and Faith U. Methodist played St. John - St. John won 8 to 5.     3rd Round:  Valleys played St. Christopher - St. Christopher won 7 to 3 (Homeruns: Dave Novinger, Valleys) and Faith U. Methodist played Lykens U. Methodist - Faith won 6 to 1 (Homeruns: Austin Reiber, Faith).     4th Round: Messiah played St. John - St. John won 7 to 6 (Homeruns: Messiah - Kyle Hoffman, Jeff Hoffman) and Faith played St. Christopher - Faith won 8 to 7 (Homeruns: Faith - Bob Harris, Courtney Harris, Deb Scott).   5th Round:  Faith played Messiah - Messiah won 8 to 6 (Homeruns: Robie Allman). 

6th Round: Messiah played St. John and St. John won the game 9 to 8 (winning Homerun in 9th inning: Olivia Enders - St. John)! 

     Congratulations to St. John who won the Dartball Tournament with Messiah in 2nd place.  Everyone had a fun filled day (and lots of great food)!     The Dartball Awards Banquet was held on Mar. 26th. 

Championship Trophy: Messiah Lutheran, Second Place: Faith U. Methodist. 
    Team Standings:       1st Half               2nd Half                         Total

    Messiah Luth.             18 - 2                  17 - 3                             35 - 5

    Faith U. M.                  12 - 8                  11 - 9                             23 - 17

    St. John Ev. Luth.          7 - 13               14 - 6                             21 - 19

    Valleys E. C. C.              6 - 14               10 - 10                           16 - 24

    Lykens U. M.                 9 - 11                 6 - 14                           15 - 25

    St. Christopher Luth.    7 - 13                2 - 18                             9 - 31

The complete list of awards is posted on the bulletin board in the church narthex if you wish to see them.  It is interesting that although Messiah had the Highest Team Average & won the Championship, the Highest Batting Average for Male (Tom Keister) & Female (Robin Dietrich) were both from St. Christopher! Congratulations to all teams! 

                           A fresh look at Pentecost

      Fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection, on a day called Pente-cost, the Christian church was born. Because Pentecost was a holiday celebrating the harvest (a bit like our Thanksgiving), the apostles and a large crowd had gathered to celebrate in Jerusalem.

     Many people had assembled near Peter and the other followers of Christ when “[From heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind…” (Acts 2:2 ff, NRSV).  Then tongues of fire descended on everyone in the crowd.

     After the wind and fire descended, all sorts of languages, known and unknown, came out of the crowd.  Each person spoke “about God’s deeds of power” (verse 11).  NO wonder Luke wrote, “All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” (verse 12).

    The whole affair was mind boggling and life-changing.  The Holy Spirit had come upon many people; they knew God was powerfully at work in their midst.

    On Pentecost many years ago, some 3,000 people came to believe in Christ.  That’s why today Christians remember this powerful event as the birthday of the church.  Pentecost occurs on May 27th this year.

                                 Easter isn’t over

      During your preparations for Easter, you may have heard someone say, “All this work and it’ll all be over so soon.”  Sorry, but they’re wrong.

     Easter as a celebration of the return of spring, the Easter Bunny, colored eggs, candy, fancy hats and new spring clothes may be over by Easter Monday, not to come around again until next year.

   But the true Easter, the celebration of Christ’s resurrection, is never over.  Easter is the reminder and the celebration of a continuing fact:  Christ, who was raised from death, is alive today, tomorrow and forever.  Daily he offers us and the whole world power to begin new life now.   

   Easter isn’t over … ever! 

                                      ~~~~~~~~~~~~

Reminder: Pick up your GIANT gift cards on Sundays before or after church.              

