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      From the desk of Pastor Dave…      November 2017
“Truly Thankful”

A young man received a check in the mail; an inheritance check from a recently deceased uncle for $10,000. The next week he received another check from the same estate in the amount of $50,000, and then another check for $250,000. The young man’s best friend was surprised, then, to find his friend in a depressed mood. “You’ve received this great gift, why are you so down?” To which his friend replied, “For three weeks straight I received a check each week; each new one being larger than the first. But now it’s been two weeks and I haven’t received another check!” 


Perspective has a way of influencing how we view our life circumstances. It’s easy to get to a place where we become resentful, bitter, and frustrated. We believe the world owes us something, or we become disillusioned with what we have and focus on what we don’t have. All our attention is turned inward on ourselves, like the young man in our story. Or we start comparing our lives to those we think are better off than we are. But is this really true? Are our lives as bad as we make them out to be? How much is enough?


Life is too short to go on in such a state. Another perspective is that we are blessed far more than most of us realize. How has God blessed you recently? The scriptures teach us that all we have, all we are, is a gift from Almighty God’s hand; all of which is offered to us as a free gift. And the most precious gift of all: New life in Jesus Christ. Let us be thankful to God in light of his amazing generosity. May we be truly thankful.
                                                                         In his grip,

                                                                         Pastor Dave
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  Bible Reading Experience reading Plan. Join us for an unforgettable journey through “MESSIAH” (New Living Translation) as The Valleys explores our Messiah Jesus together! We read five days a week and those who wish can share the journey in weekly small group gatherings.   We gather at the Guertin’s home on Sunday evenings at 6:30PM (No gathering on November 12th). We’ll immerse ourselves in every word of MESSIAH—understanding it in context, experiencing it in community.  Call Valleys church office at 717-896-3118 for information to order a copy of IMMERSE: MESSIAH (NLT).   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals along with reading the Bible. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church narthex. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
Confirmation Class - Confirmation Class meets on Sunday mornings in the library at 9:00AM.

Bible Quiz
Fill in the blank to complete this verse from a psalm of thanksgiving:

       “Bless the LORD, O my ______, and forget not all his benefits.”
A. people 
B. soul 
C. heart 
D. children 
                                          Answer: (See Psalm 103:2, ESV.)
             SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 **************************************************************
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    WORSHIP  SCHEDULE       

Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month (Traditional Worship).  Nov. 5th is Altar Communion  A covered dish fellowship meal is held immediately following the service on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

UNDIVIDED will be shown at The Valleys on Sunday, November 12th at 10:15AM. Please come and see what motivated a community to come together to help their youth and save a community!
Thanksgiving Ingathering Service will be held on Sunday, November 19th. (Traditional Service)  Please bring non-perishable food items which will be given to the Food Bank. If anyone has a child’s wagon we can use to put the food items in, please call the church office (717-896-3118).
Hanging of the Greens Service will be held on Sunday, December 3rd at 10:15AM on First Sunday of Advent (Traditional Service).  
Children’s Church is on the 3rd Sunday (Nov. 19th). If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.
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    NOVEMBER WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                                                             
	November Announcer:  

Dave Novinger
	

	Nov. Greeters:   Wanda Hendershot, Ann Cooper, Arletta Thomas
	Nov. Acolyte:   

Alaina Snyder

	Nov. Usher Team (Team 11)*   Ann Cooper (Capt.), Rahn Cooper, Doris & Dave Hand
	Nov. 5 Altar Communion Servers:

Bob Endy, Susan Snyder


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with Usher duties if you cannot be there.      On the 1st Sunday of the month, Usher team is to take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.
	
	Nov. 5
	Nov. 12
	Nov. 19
	Nov. 26

	Lay Readers
	Theresa Miller
	Doris Hand
	Ed

Berra
	Jan Quinn 

	Nursery Attendants
	Ann Hale
	Donna Motter
	Shirley Miller
	Theresa Miller

	Flower Sponsors
	Open
	Open
	Charlie & Gail Shertzer
	Open


Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday or if you would like to a Worship Participant, please see Donna Novinger or Pastor Dave.  The cost for Altar Flower is $30.00. Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelop for proper credit. The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.

       November Monthly Worship Schedule 
Nov.    5th  - Traditional Worship –  Organist – Altar Communion -    Food Offering   
Nov.   12th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leader/Hymnal

Nov.   19th  - Traditional Worship – Hymnal – Thanksgiving/ Ingathering Service – (Bring in non-perishable food)
Nov.  26th - Blended Worship –– Praise Band/Song Leader/Hymnal
                    - Mission Offering 
SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGE                                      Page 5                                                                                          
          [image: image2.png]


 Adult Sunday School November Preview [image: image3.png]




November is the last month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “COVENANTS WITH GOD”. NOVEMBER’S topic is “AN EVERLASTING COVENANT”. NOVEMBER’S scriptures are from Numbers, Jeremiah, Hebrews, and 1 Corinthians.   

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for September and October.  Please join us.
	      Date

      Nov.
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	Nov. 5

	Bob Endy
	Numbers 25:10-18; 1 Samuel 2:27-36
	God’s Conditional Covenant

	Nov. 12 


	Dave Novinger
	Jeremiah 31:27-84 
	Promise of a New Covenant 

	Nov. 19
	To be announced
	Hebrews 12:18-29; Psalm 66
	High Priest of the New Covenant

	Nov. 26
	Ken Bechtel
	1 Corinthians 11:23-34; 

Jude 3
	God’s True Covenant People


Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Ken Bechtel or Dave Novinger if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary. 
 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 

Adult Class - Sanctuary              Confirmation Class - Library 

Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   

Friends In Faith - Computer Room

      Youth Classes - Nursery & Sunday School Rooms
              SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .                                
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                  Mission Happenings 
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and well attended each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. 
Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.       
     Menu for:

Nov. 14, 2017  –  Chicken and Waffles, Salad, Dessert, Drinks. 
       Halifax Girl Scout troops will be making and serving the meal.
Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
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Please pray for all the people affected by Hurricanes Harvey in Texas & Irma in Florida, Puerto Rico, and the Caribbean, Earthquake victims in Mexico, Earthquake and Wildfires in California.  It will take a long time for all of these areas to be cleaned up, rebuild their homes and their lives.

Prayer Calendar is available for $2 ($1.50 each if 20 or more copies are purchased by Valleys) if you wish a copy, please see sign up sheet on table in foyer or call the church office (717-896-3118). We pray for Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all over the world. Due to safety and security reasons we do not post the names of Missionaries in the newsletter or on our website. ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’ - Jesus  (Mark 11:17b NRSV)
Food Bank Update: Items needed (especially with Thanksgiving and Christmas coming): (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); boxed filling; gravy (jar/can/mix); canned vegetables, peanut butter and jelly, soups, pastas, cake, cookie, brownie, (mixes); pie (dough mixes and filling - fruit, pumpkin, etc.); cake icing; canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna, Mac & cheese; and canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items.  Please bring your donations to Valleys to be blessed on the 1st Sunday of the month.  Food Banks are still really in need of food due to an increased number of people in need!
Thank you for your continued support!  
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.  
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM. 
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Bible Reading Experience group gathers at the Guertin’s home on Sunday evenings at 6:30PM as we go deeper and immerse ourselves in the ‘MESSIAH’ with new insights.  Join us! 
Please Note: NO Immerse gathering on November 12.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team, and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Mike Crum
_________________________________________________________
Choir practice is on Wednesday evenings at 7:30PM.  The Choir sings during Traditional Worship Sundays. If you like to sing, please join us - we welcome new choir members!
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Fellowship Group Meeting – The Fellowship Group will meet following the Covered Dish Meal on Sunday, November 5th. Please bring a meat dish or casserole and a salad or dessert to share.

Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


Youth Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month Nov. 12th and 26th. 

If anyone would like to help the youth group makes mats out of plastic bags for homeless people (to sleep on), please see Marie Herb.  We still have an overabundance of bags, so please do not bring any plastic bags into the church at this time.   

Order Christmas Poinsettias: Please see Gloria Duttry November 19th, 26th, and December 3rd to order a Christmas Poinsettia following Sunday worship services. A Poster with sizes and colors is posted on the bulletin board in the foyer. All orders and money need to be given to Gloria by December 3rd (make checks payable to Gloria Duttry).
Renovation Work in Social Hall: The flooring will be replaced in the church social hall Monday, November 27th thru Dec. 1st. Groups who normally use the social hall during the week must use one of the Sunday school classrooms that week or use another location to meet. 
Preparing for Advent – The First Sunday of Advent is on December 3rd and that is also our Hanging of the Greens Service at Valleys.  Helpers are needed to put up the Christmas tree (at least 3-4 men are needed to put the tree up) and decorate the sanctuary/church prior to that service. If you are willing to help, please see Donna Novinger. 
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:        
*Lori Graeff; *Pete Bryson; *Everly Shoop; *Robin Kreiner; *Kim Zeigler; Ritchie Moorhead; Jane Baker; Tom Lauver; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Hannah Klinger; Gail Shertzer; Esther Masser;  Elmer Feidt; Tom Hale; Vickie Shoffler.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries 


Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lori Graff
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Dave or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Dave if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
____________________________________________________________________________________
From Valleys Church Office…

NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the December 2017 newsletter to the church secretary by Wednesday, November 15th!
Valleys Church Office will be closed on Thanksgiving Day, November 23rd.
Prayer Calendar copies are available for $2 ($1.50 each if the church orders 20 or more copies). If you wish a copy please call the church office (717-896-3118). 
‘ECC Churches and Serve Globally staff use the prayer calendar to pray daily, every morning at 9:30 a.m. for the world, missionaries, national partners, nations and regions. ‘The calendar binds us together across the miles in praying for the nations.’ – Al Tizon
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SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C. They meet in the multipurpose (meeting) room. Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange during 9:00AM to Noon.  Yoga exercise (on chairs) in library Mon.-Thurs. at 900AM in library.

Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM – November Leader is Pastor Ron Reitz. (Nov. 27th April Ocasio will lead Bible Study)
Check the calendar on the bulletin board in foyer for list of activities or pick up a copy in the Senior Center.  

Pinochle Card Parties will be held on for November 15th and December 20th Noon to 3:00PM. 

The Senior Center will be closed Election Day, Nov. 7th, and Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 23rd.

Senior Center will be closed if there is  
Meals On Wheels: If you need information to sign up for Meals on Wheels or you would like to volunteer to deliver Meals on Wheels in Halifax area, contact Coordinator Dave Kessler (717-576-1965). Drivers are needed for Meals on Wheels!!
Zumba Fitness meets at Valleys on Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays - Zumba, (6:15PM) and Zumba Burst (7:15PM).
Don’t Forget to TURN BACK YOUR CLOCKS on Saturday evening November 4th!!
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Dartball:  The 2017/2018 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball season began 0n October 2nd. Valleys can always use some additional players.  See Scott Miller if you would like to learn more about Dartball.  Listed below are the game results and standings,

	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	Oct. 2
	VECC
	  VECC 2-1 /ML 3-1    
	ML – Brianna Custer      
VECC – Dave Novinger      

	Oct. 9
	FUM
	  FUM 6-5 /FUM 11-1
	VECC - Donna Novinger

FUM – Howard Bahner,

Gail Boyer

	Oct. 16
	LUM
	 VECC 5-4/LUM 4-1           
	   VECC –  Scott Miller       

	Oct. 23
	SJ
	  SJ 4-1/SJ 7-4
	None 

	
	
	  
	

	  Standings -1st half as of 10/24/16
	

	Lykens U M        6  win   2 loss
	 

	Messiah              6 win    2 loss
	

	S Christopher     5 win    3 loss
	 

	Faith U M           3 win    5loss
	

	Valleys ECC        2 win     6 loss
	

	St. John’s           2 win     6 loss
	 

	 

	 Key         FUM – Faith U Methodist
	 ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	 SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	 SC – St. Christopher Lutheran
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                   NOVEMBER 2017 BIRTHDAY WISHES                

Happy Birthday to everyone born in November!   May you be surrounded with love and happiness.

	1 - Susan Snyder
	14 - Gloria Duttry

	4 - Sue Maichle
	19 - Bryce Gonder

	      Ashleigh Cooper
	       Gail Shertzer

	       Michelle Cooper
	24 - Emmett Witmer

	  8 - Tiffany Rickert
	26 - Robert (Pete) Bryson

	10 - Dave Guertin
	       Faith Byerly

	14 - Vickie Snyder
	30 - Donna Donahue-Moorhead


                     NOVEMBER 2017 ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

be blessed with Love and Happiness!

	19 - Vickie & Gary Snyder- (40 yrs.) 
	24- Gail & Charlie Shertzer - (55 yrs.) 


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
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                  Exercising Our Gratitude Muscles

Expressing gratitude isn’t just a good thing to do; it also appears to be good for us! Indiana University researchers found that participants who performed gratitude-focused  writing exercises felt uplifted, and were more likely to express gratefulness through generosity, even weeks later.

Furthermore, brain scans revealed increased gratitude-related activity even months down the road (New York Magazine).

Though the study was small, we seem to have a “gratitude muscle” that can be strengthened through exercise. If so, there may be more than we thought to the popularity of gratitude journals and Mom’s insistence that we write thank-you notes. Not to mention the biblical call to “give thanks to the LORD, for he is good” (1 Chronicles 16:34, for example).

Might God have hardwired us for gratitude – not only at Thanksgiving but year round – because it’s good for us as well as for those we thank? To that, we respond, “Thanks be to God!”

    What are you most thankful for, and why? How has the answer changed throughout your life?

                           Counting Blessings

Numbered lists grab our attention. In the checkout aisle or on the internet, we gravitate toward headings such as “10 ways to lose weight by summer!” or “3 simple steps to acing that test!”


Ancient Jewish sages urged people to count out and speak at least 100 blessings, or statements of gratitude, each day. What would happen if we intentionally listed 100 blessings daily? Can you imagine?


What if the first blessing we counted was simply the day itself? “Thank you, God, for this brand new day!:” “Bless my use of this day, Lord, that I might glorify you.” Scripture encourages such awareness and promises an additional blessing in return: “Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12, NIV).

                                                                  --Heidi Mann
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                           Thank You, Veterans!

On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who’ve served and sacrificed in one of America’s armed services.


On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a truce with German leaders, ending World War I. In 1919, President Wilson decided the United States should remember with gratitude the end of that war and honor military members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 1954, Congress changed the name to Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every era.


Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and freedom throughout the world. Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for unity among the nations and for the day when “nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV).


When you see a veteran or men or women who are in military service, please take a moment and ‘Thank them for their service to our country”. Some of them have never been thanked and they risk their lives to help keep our country, our freedoms, and our world safe.
What’s Your Rule?

J. Wilbur Chapman, a traveling evangelist in the late 19th century, practiced what he called a rule for Christian living: “Anything that dims my vision of Christ, or takes away my taste for Bible study, or cramps my prayer life, or makes Christian work difficult is wrong for me, and I must, as a Christian, turn away from it.”


St. Paul offers similar advice – presented in positive terms – for Christians: “Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things” (Philippians 4:8, ESV).


What guidelines do you follow in your daily walk with Jesus?
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