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               The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                    3682 Peters Mountain Rd., PO Box H, Halifax, PA 17032  
                                            717-896-3118        
 Website: ValleysEcc.org                     Pastor – David Guertin
Email  valleysecc@verizon.net          Council Pres. – Dave Novinger                                                                                    
   From the desk of Pastor Dave …      September/October 2017

Transitions
As we approach the fall season, I am reminded that we are all in transition. Fall here in the northeast displays its transitions in the shortening of daylight; the transition of green to shades of amber, gold, red, and eventually brown. We transition from a season of growing and tending to one of gathering and storing. As the temperature begins to drop we transition from using air conditioning to heating. We mark our lives by these outward transitions.
We are marked by inward transitions as well. Just as the natural world experiences transition because of outward circumstances, we experience transition because of both outward and inner circumstances. Relationships change. Finances and jobs change, or we change from working to being retired. Many of us face transitions in our health and well-being. Either we move from relatively healthy to illness, or, if we’re lucky, we move from illness to recovery and health. 
Regardless of what transition we face, God’s primary concern is how we respond to these transitions. God is concerned about our transformation. Paul tells us “not to be conformed to the world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” (Romans 12:2) When we face life’s challenges and transitions, we have a hope in Jesus Christ that we can become more and more like the Jesus as we allow God to renew our minds by prayer, reading God’s word, worship, and fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
(From the desk of Pastor Dave … continued on page 2)
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How are you doing at navigating life’s transitions? I encourage you to lean into Jesus through all these things. His yoke is easy, and his burden light. 

                                                                     In His Grip, 

                                                                     Pastor Dave

Confirmation Class:  If you are interested in attending confirmation class and are in 7th grade (or above) this school year, please contact Pastor Dave at the church office 717-896-3118.  Confirmation Class begins in September.
     GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
IMMERSE: Covenant Bible Reading Experience will begin on Sunday, September 24. If you experienced Community Bible Reading Experience last fall, you will find IMMERSE is a similar way to read through the Bible. Sign up sheet and more details are available in the church foyer or call the church office (717-896-3118) for more information.
Bible Quiz
     
You never know when God might call you from your current circumstances to serve him in a new way. The Old Testament prophet Amos, who lived during the eighth century B.C., worked at two jobs before God called him to take his message to the land of Israel. What were Amos’ prior occupations? 
Choose two answers. 
A. Caretaker of sycamore-fig trees       B. Priest

C. Vineyard owner                               D. Shepherd
      Answers: (See Amos 7:14-15, NIV.)
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month (Traditional Worship).  Sept. 3rd Altar Communion, Oct.1st is Pew Communion.  A covered dish fellowship meal is held immediately following the service on the 1st Sunday of the month. 
Please Note: September fellowship meal is on September 10 due to Labor Day Holiday.
Blessing of the Back Packs will be held on Sunday, Sept. 10th during the morning worship service.

Special Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, September 17th immediately following Worship Service.

Gospel Bond (Singing Group) will be at Valleys on Sunday, October 22nd at 10:15AM Worship Service.  A Fellowship Meal will follow the Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish to share and join us in fellowship.
Fellowship Time - A time of fellowship with coffee, drink and cookies will be held following Worship services in the Multipurpose (Meeting) room each Sunday.

Children’s Church is held on the 3rd Sunday of the month. Sept. 17th for September and Oct. 15th for October.. If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.
              WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS             Page 4                                           
         FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER                                                                                

	September Announcer  

Diane Shaffer
	

	Sept. Greeters   Leon Shaffer, Brooke & Dennis Croutharmel
	Sept. Acolyte   

Brooke Croutharmel

	Sept. Offering Team (Team 9)*   Alvin Duttry (Capt.), Clarence  & Laura Roush, To be announced
	Sept. 3 Altar Communion Servers  Ed Dobbin, Gary Snyder

	October Announcer

Ed Dobbin
	

	Oct. Greeters   Bob Endy, Mary Cooke, Ritchie Moorhead
	Oct. Acolyte

Cailey Crum

	Oct. Offering Team (Team 10)*
Dan (Capt.) & Nancy Yutronich, 
Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff
	Oct. 1 Pew Communion Servers * Ed Dobbin,  Diane,                         Diane Shaffer, Norine Goss, Arletta Thomas


*If you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month please tell the Offering Team Captain.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team will take the food baskets to altar to be blessed.     
	Date

   Sept.
    & Oct.
	Lay 

Readers *
	Nursery Attendant *
	Adult Sun. School Teachers *
	Flower Sponsors

	Sept. 3

	Donna 
Novinger
	Donna Motter
	Ken Bechtel
	Open

	Sept. 10
	TBA
	Ann Hale
	Rally Day -Prouses
	Open

	Sept. 17
	Ken 
Bechtel
	Shirley 
Miller
	Dave 
Novinger
	June Gelnett

	Sept. 24
	Rachael 
Bryson
	Brandi 
Crum
	Ken 
Bechtel
	Open

	Oct. 1

	Theresa
Miller
	Patty Hummel
	Ed 
Dobbin
	Open

	Oct. 8

	Ann 

Cooper
	Theresa 
Miller
	Ann 
Cooper
	Open

	Oct. 15

	Norine 
Goss
	Neva 
Cichy
	Donna Novinger
	Open

	Oct. 22
	No reader
	Carol Cooper
	Marie Herb
	Open

	Oct. 29
	Donna 
Motter
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Open
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*Communion Servers: If you cannot serve on your scheduled Sunday, it is your responsibility to secure someone to replace you for that date. Please contact the church office (717-896-3118) with the name of the person who will do it in your place.

*Lay Readers: If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call the church office (717-896-3118).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Dave or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.


*Adult Sunday School Teachers: If you cannot teach on your scheduled Sunday, please tell Ken Bechtel or Dave Novinger and the church secretary.

*If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The 2017 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.

                         Monthly Worship

September/October Monthly Worship Schedule 
Sept.   3rd - Traditional Worship – Altar Communion – Organist – 
                     Food Offering 
Sept. 10th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal
Sept. 17th - Traditional Worship – Organist, Congregational Meeting following worship service
Sept. 24th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal
                     Mission Offering 
Oct.    1st  - Traditional Worship – Hymnal – Pew Communion
                     – Food Offering

Oct.    8th  - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal –

Oct.  15th  - Traditional Worship – Hymnal 
Oct.  24th  - Worship – Gospel Bond Singing Group –Mission Offering
                                         Covered Dish Meal follows service

Oct.  29th – Traditional Worship - Hymnal
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 Adult Sunday School September/October Preview [image: image3.png]




SEPTEMBER is the first month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “COVENANTS WITH GOD”. SEPTEMBER’S topic is “SIGNS OF GOD’S COVENANTS”. SEPTEMBER’S scriptures are from Genesis, Exodus, Ezekiel.   OCTOBER is the second month of the quarter. OCTOBER’S topic is “CALLED INTO COVENANT WITH GOD”.  OCTOBER’S scriptures are from Genesis, Exodus, 2 Samuel, Nehemiah.  

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for September and October.  Please join us.
	      Date

      Sept.

    & Oct.
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	Sept. 3


	Ken Bechtel
	Genesis 8:20-22; 9:8-17
	The Rainbow

	Sept. 10


	Rally Day – Wilbur/

Loretta Prouse
	Genesis 

17:1-14
	Circumcision 

	Sept. 17
	Dave Novinger
	Exodus 

31:12-18
	Sabbath Observance

	Sept. 24
	Ken Bechtel
	Ezekiel 

37:15-28
	Spirit-Filled Heart

	Oct. 1

	Ed Dobbin
	Genesis 15:1-6, 17-21
	God’s Covenant With Abram

	Oct. 8

	Ann Cooper
	Exodus 
19:16-25
	God’s Covenant With Israel

	Oct. 15

	Donna Novinger
	Exodus 20:18-26
	God’s Written Covenant

	Oct. 22
	Marie Herb
	2 Samuel 

7:1-16
	God’s Covenant With David

	Oct. 29
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Nehemiah 
9:32-39
	God’s Covenant With the Returned Exiles
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 RALLY DAY – September 10th – Wilbur/Loretta Prouse will teach Adult Sunday School.

The lessons for September and October tell us how important it is that we should observe the Sabbath and have a day of rest and renewal and worship together. We need to have a Spirit-filled heart, compassionate and open to what He tells us and show God’s grace to others as God has given us grace. 
Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Ken Bechtel or Dave Novinger if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary. 
 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 

Adult Class - Social Hall  

Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   

Friends In Faith  - Computer Room 

Children and Youth – Nursery and S. S. Classrooms


Confirmation Age Class - Library

      SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church narthex. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .       Page 8 

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
Halifax Back-to-school Program:  The Valleys ECC hosted over 160 students and their families at the Halifax Area Community Back-to-School Yard Sale on August 18th and 19th and also took 76 students shopping at Walmart for the First Day, Fresh Impressions program.   None of this would have been possible without the support from the Northern Dauphin Human Services, the Fill The Bus Campaign, and the clothing and monetary donations from many Halifax citizens and businesses. Thanks to all who helped collect, sort, help with the sale including the Halifax Area School District, Drayer's, and Muddy Paws for placing collection boxes, the Halifax United Methodist Youth, who set up the room and worked on the first sort of the clothing, and the Valleys congregation who did most of the rest of the sorting, cleanup and supervised the yard sale and the shopping. Many were positively affected because of all of your generosity. Thank You!
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals continue to be well received and well attended each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.  
Menus for:    

Sept. 13, 2017 –   Soft/Hard Shell Tacos with fixings, Salad, Fruit Salad, Dessert, Drink.
Oct. 11, 2017 –      Chili, Salad, Fruit Salad, Dessert, Drink.
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Ways you can help with our Community Meals: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the foyer. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
ECC Disaster Relief Fund Created To Aid Hurricane Victims: A special fund has been established for Covenanters to help victims of Hurricane Harvey. The Love Mercy Do Justice mission priority together with the Midsouth Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church and Covenant World Relief are partnering to meet immediate needs along the Gulf Coast.
Please pray for the churches of the Midsouth Conference and their surrounding communities and all the people who have been affected by the storm. 

     Go to www.covchurch.org and go to giving page to donate. 

     If you do not have access to a computer, through the month of September you may put monetary donations in the basket at the rear of the sanctuary (marked “ECC DISASTER RELIEF FUND” or put it in your weekly envelope marked “ECC Disaster Relief Fund”.

Food Bank Update: Donations of canned vegetables, soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc), tuna, Mac & cheese, cereals, pancake mix, syrups, and canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at Uplift Community  Church of God) – 36 Jacob’s Church Rd., Halifax, PA 17032) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:00PM.  
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM. (Please note: Prayer Team will meet on Sept. 11th for September due to Labor Day Holiday on Sept. 4)
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  Please note: Elders will meet on Sept. 11th due to Labor Day Holiday.
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM. Please note: Council will meet on Sept. 13th since third week is Gratz Fair Week.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM unless otherwise stated. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team, and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Mike Crum. (Prayer Team may meet on Sept. 12 as Sept. 4th is Labor Day holiday.)
_____________________________________________________________________________________
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the November 2017 newsletter to the church secretary by October 15th!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


Youth Group members will not meet on September 10th. Please check with Marie Herb about Sept. 24th and October to be determined. The Youth Group will make & serve the September 12th Community Meal and the group will attend the Uprise Concert at Shippensburg on Sept. 16th.

The youth group is still working to make mats out of plastic bags for homeless people (to sleep on). They still have an overabundance of bags, so please do not bring any plastic bags into the church at this time.   
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Choir practice will begin on Wednesday, September 6th at 7:30PM.  The Choir sings during Traditional Worship Sundays. If you like to sing, please join us - we welcome new choir members!
Special Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, September 17th immediately following Worship Service.

Fellowship Group Meal and Meeting - The Fellowship Meal will be held on Sept. 11th (no meal Sept. 4th due to Labor Day weekend) and on Oct. 2nd following Worship.  Please bring a covered dish to share (meat, vegetable or a casserole) and also a dessert.   
Pig Roast will be held at The Valleys ECC on Saturday, October 7th from 4:00PM to 6:00PM.  Menu: Pork, Filling, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Cole Slaw, Gravy, Desserts, Drink. Ticket Donation: $10.00, Ages 4-12: $5.00, Ages 3 and under “Free”. Please contact the church (717-896-3118) to order tickets.  Food will be served in the social hall.
Mark your calendar – Mr. Sticky will be at Valleys on Mon. October 23rd and Tues. Oct. 24th! Order your sticky buns in October!  Check upcoming bulletins or call the church office (717-896-3118) for more information or to order buns.

CHURCH SEXTON (CUSTODIAN): The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church is looking for a qualified candidate for the position of Church Sexton. Work may be done at his/her convenience as long as the major duties of the position are met. For a copy of the job description or to submit a letter of interest, please stop by the church office (3682 Peters Mountain Rd Halifax, PA 17032 or call 717-896-3118.
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys:       
Jane Baker; Janette Leitzel; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Esther Masser; Sandy & Ron Zimmerman; Elmer Feidt; Tom Lauver;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Hale; Vickie Shoffler.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Jen & Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello

Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lori Graff
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Dave or Donna Novinger. 
Please remember to inform Pastor Dave or the Church office if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
Sympathy: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to the following families:
   Norine Goss and Family and friends of Betty Eshleman as Betty went to be with the Lord
   Family and friends of Marie Willard as Marie went to be with the Lord.
  Alvin & Gloria Duttry and family of Lloyd Duttry (Alvin’s brother
May God wrap his arms around all these families and give them comfort and strength..
Congratulations to Allison and William Tucci on the birth of their baby girl, Morgan Paige, born on August 19.  Proud grandparents: (Maternal) - Norine Goss and late Allen Goss; (Paternal) – Denise and Donald Coles; Stephen and Fawn Tucci.  We pray for blessings on Morgan and her family and a life of faith, love and happiness.
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SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs. Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room.  September Monday Morning (10:00AM) Bible Study Leader is Pastor Mike Petresky; October Leaders: Ed & Peggy Berra.   Calendar is on Bulletin board in foyer.  
      FOR THOSE WHO WISH SOME GENTLE EXERCISE: Yoga Exercise for Seniors (and anyone else who wishes to come) is held Monday thru Wednesday at 9:00AM in the library (except the week of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed) - everyone is welcome! 

Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month (September 20th and October 18th) from Noon - 3:00PM.

Meals-On Wheels DRIVERS ARE NEEDED! Please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965) if you wish to help deliver meals.
Zumba Fitness will begin meeting again at Valleys on Wednesday, September 6th.   They meet on Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM).

Community Blood Drive (to benefit Central Pennsylvania                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Blood Bank) will be held at CPRS Physical Therapy 101 Fisher Street, Suite B, Halifax, PA 17032 on Thursday, September 7th from 3:00 to 6:00PM. For additional information: 1-800-771-0059
Final Summer Dartball will meet on September 12th (2nd Monday of month) at St. John’s Lutheran Church (Berrysburg) at 7:30PM.  The 2016/2017 season will begin in October (schedule was not available at this time).  Valleys can always use some additional players.  Summer Dartball is a fun way to see if you would be interested in joining Dartball.  See Scott Miller if you would like to learn more about Dartball.
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                 SEPTEMBER 2017 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in September. 
May Autumn leaves color your day with love and happiness.

	4 - Aren Faust
	19 - Doris Hand

	      Sandy Zimmerrman
	        Connie Sitlinger

	   6 - Alan Snyder
	         20 - Sharon Portzline

	   8 - Charles Lamb
	21 - Cherish Seibert

	 10 - Dean Herb   
	22 - Brenda Roush

	   16 – Ron Zimmerman  
	       Daniel Graff

	 17 - Carol Knight
	26 - Hope Byerly

	           Lacey Seibert
	30 - Norine Goss

	   18 - Charles Cichy
	       Cory Shoop

	          Kevin Croutharmel
	        


               SEPTEMBER  2017 ANNIVERSARIES  

Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with Love and Happiness! 

	12 - Star & Allen Shickley - (8 yrs) 
	15 – Karla & Michael Lesher - (36 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net
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                              OCTOBER 2017 BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in October!  May

    cool fall breezes blow happiness into your day.
	        3 - Reece Cooper
	20 - Mark Enders

	        4 - Karen Hebert
	22 - Joshua Berra

	   5 - Emily Degnitz
	        Deanna Bailey

	 6 - Arletta Thomas
	23 - Lori Degnitz

	 11 - Allison (Goss) Tucci
	28 - Michael Witmer

	 13 - Dale Faust 
	         Vickie Shoffler

	 15 - Carol Cooper
	29 - Laurel Guertin

	 19 - Tracey Cooper
	31 - Janet Noblit

	 19 - Jennifer (Endy) Franklin 
	       Alex Berra


                      OCTOBER 2016 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	  1 - Karen & Scott Hebert  (29 yrs.)
	20 - Shirley & Russ Miller (44 yrs.)

	  8 - Brenda & Matt Lawrence (12 yrs.) 
	 21 - David & Laurel Guertin (22 yrs.)

	15 - Christine & Tim Campbell (22 yrs) 
	28 - Judy & Ken Baker (16 yrs.)

	        Peggy & Ed Berra (50 yrs.)
	


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net
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