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   From the Desk of Pastor Dave…    
Freedom. This time of year we turn our thoughts to celebrate the freedoms we are blessed with in this country. We move from the solemn observance of Memorial Day remembering those who served in the military and gave up their lives to preserve the freedoms we cherish as Americans, to the crescendo celebrating of the birth of our nation: The Fourth of July. Bursts of brilliant colors light up the night sky while the thunderous explosions from the rockets are felt deep in our chests, drawing us to remember the drama of the birth of our nation and the challenges our forbearers went through to make the dream become a reality. A dream rooted in the desire to be free from political and religious oppression. 

As ideal as this seems, many long to experience a freedom that goes much deeper. We long for a freedom that we experience within ourselves as well as from the societal structures that are oppressive. We experience internal struggles with things that tempt us into self-destructive behaviors. Many are lured into lives of addiction where they feel little or no control over the things used to self-medicate. These things create schisms and rifts in the relationships we hold most dear. So much for being free.

The good news is that our Creator invites us to experience genuine freedom: free to love God and love others. Free from guilt and shame for those things we’ve done that leave us bound up and chained down from experiencing all God meant for us to enjoy as his children. Jesus Christ came to provide us this freedom. But like all freedom, it was not free. It cost him everything. All because of his love for us. What will you do with the freedom he has offered you?                                                               
                                                           In His Grip, 
                                                           Pastor Dave
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    SERMON SERIES FOR JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST
June 11
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 1: Temptation”

             
Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11

June 18
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 2: Attitude”

             
Scripture: Matthew 5:1-12

June 25
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 3: Light and Salt”

             
Scripture: Matthew 5:13-20

July 2    
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 4: Loving Enemies”

              
Scripture: Matthew 5:21-25; 38-48

July 9   
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 5: Sex and Vows”

              
Scripture: Matthew 5:27-37

July 16
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 6: Who’s Your Daddy?”



Scripture: Matthew 6:1-18

July 23
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 7: Just For Today”



Scripture: Matthew 6:19-34

July 30
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 8: Watch Where 

                                                                                 You’re Going” 

Aug. 6
 
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 9: Building Project”



Scripture: Matthew 7:15-29  
Aug. 13
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 10: Yes, but. . .”



Scripture: Matthew 8:18-27

Aug. 20
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 11: Mercy”



Scripture: Matthew 9:1-13

Aug. 27
Sermon Title: “Following Jesus Part 12: Laying it on 

                                                                                   the Line”   
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    WORSHIP  SCHEDULE       
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month (Traditional Worship).  June 4th Pew Communion, July 2nd is Altar Communion and August 6th is Pew Communion.

A covered dish fellowship meal is held immediately following the service on the 1st Sunday of the month.

Children’s Church will be on the following Sundays in June and July: June 18th and July 16th. Please note there will not be Children’s Church in August. If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.

Fellowship Time - A time of fellowship with coffee, drink and cookies will be held following Worship services in the Multipurpose (Meeting) room each Sunday.
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              WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                                                                                                    

              FOR JUNE, JULY, AUGUST


	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	June Announcer Ed Dobbin
	

	June Greeters   Susan Snyder, Neva Cichy, Charles Cichy
	June Acolyte   Brooke Croutharmel

	June Offering Team (Team 6)*   Charles Cichy, Neva Cichy, Two offering team members needed.
	June 4 Pew Communion Servers  Ed Dobbin, Norine Goss, Sue Faust, Dave Novinger

	
	

	July Announcer

Dave Novinger
	

	July Greeters   Norine Goss, Alaina Snyder, Ann Hale
	July Acolyte
Cailey Crum

	July Offering Team (Team 7)*
Ed Dobbin, Pete Bryson, Dave Novinger, Charles Shertzer
	July 2 Altar Communion Servers 

Norine Goss, Scott Miller

	
	

	August Announcer

Norine Goss
	

	August Greeters  Ed Dobbin, 
Sue Faust, Cailey Crum
	August Acolyte
Alaina Snyder

	August Offering Team (Team 8)*
Gloria Duttry, Arletta Thomas, Jan Shoop, Donna Novinger
	July 2 Pew Communion Servers Diane Shaffer, Dave Novinger, Norine Goss, Sharon Fetterhoff


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering if you cannot be there. On the 1st Sunday of the month,  Offering team is to take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.     

Helpers are needed for the June Offering Team. If you would like to help, please see Donna Novinger.
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   WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS      (Continued)                                                        
	  Date

    June,

    July & August
	Lay 

Readers
	Nursery Attendant
	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Flower Sponsors

	June 4


	Neva Cichy
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Marie Herb
	Open

	June 11


	Ed Dobbin
	Theresa Miller
	Dave Novinger
	Open

	June 18
	Jan Shoop
	Donna Novinger
	Father’s Day
Laurel Guertin
	Open

	June 25
	Brooke Croutharmel
	Carol Cooper
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Open

	July 2

	Diane Shaffer
	Neva Cichy
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Open

	
	
	
	
	

	July 9

	Pete Bryson
	Ann Hale
	Bob Endy
	 Open

	July 16

	Alaina Snyder
	Donna Novinger
	Ken Bechtel
	Open

	July 23
	Ann Cooper
	Shirley Miller
	Ed Dobbin
	Dale & Sue Faust

	July 30
	Mike Crum
	Donna Motter
	Ann Cooper
	Open

	Aug. 6
	Doris Hand
	Donna Novinger
	Donna Novinger
	Open

	
	
	
	
	

	Aug. 13
	Scott Miller
	Carol Cooper
	Marie Herb
	Open

	Aug. 20
	Aaron Herb
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Bob Endy
	Open

	Aug. 27
	Leon Shaffer
	Theresa Miller
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Open


The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.
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                         Monthly Worship

June/July/August Monthly Worship Schedule 
June   4th - Traditional Worship – Organist – Communion, 

Food Offering 
June 11th - Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal
June 18th - Father’s Day - Traditional Worship – Hymnal
June 25th -  Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal –
                     Mission Offering 
July   2nd  - Traditional Worship – Organist –  Communion, 

Food Offering 
July   9th  - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal

July 16th  - Traditional Worship – Hymnal
July 23rd  - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                      Mission Offering 
July 30th  - Traditional Worship – Hymnal
Aug.  6th  - Traditional Worship – Organist –  Communion, 

Food Offering 
Aug.  13th - Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal

Aug. 20th  - Traditional Worship – Hymnal
Aug. 27th - Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal -

                     Mission Offering 
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 Adult Sunday School June/July/August Preview [image: image3.png]




June is the first month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “God’s Urgent Call”. JUNE’S topic is “Called to Be Strong”. JUNE’S scriptures are from Judges.   JULY is the second month of the quarter. JULY’S topic is “Calling of Prophets”.  JULY’S scriptures are from exodus, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Amos.  AUGUST’S topic is “Calls in the New Testament”.  AUGUST’S scriptures are from Acts.

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for June, July and August.  Please join us.
	    Date

     June,

     July & 

August
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	June 4


	Marie Herb
	Judges 4:1-10
	Deborah and Barak

	June 11


	Dave Novinger
	Judges 6:11-18
	Gideon’s Call  

	June 18
	Father’s Day: Laurel Guertin
	Judges 11:4-11, 29-31
	Jephthah Answers the Call

	June 25
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Judges 13:1-7, 24-25
	Samson’s Call

	
	
	
	

	July 2

	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Exodus 3:1-12
	Moses and the Burning Bush

	July 9

	Bob Endy
	Isaiah 6:1-8
	Isaiah in the Temple

	July 16

	Ken Bechtel
	Jeremiah 1:4-10
	Jeremiah’s Call and Commission

	July 23
	Ed Dobbin
	Ezekiel 3:1-11
	Ezekiel’s Call

	July 30
	Ann Cooper
	Amos 7:10-17
	Amos’s Call



        August Listing is continued on next page
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   Listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for August.  (continued)
	    Date

     June,
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	Aug. 6


	Donna Novinger
	Acts 6:1-8
	Called to Witness

	Aug. 13


	Marie Herb
	Acts 8:26-39
	Called to Break Down Barriers  

	Aug. 20
	Bob Endy
	Acts 9:10-20
	Called to Preach

	Aug. 27
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Acts 10:19-33
	Called to Be Inclusive



The lessons for June, July and August remind us to work together to accomplish goals for our church and for our lives even if we disagree on certain topics and to feel compassion and love for those people who may have different opinions and ideas. God created each of us for a purpose to serve Him and as Christians we are called to reach out to others who do not know God.   Please join us.
Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Ken Bechtel or Dave Novinger if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary. 
 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 

Adult Class - Social Hall  

Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   

Friends In Faith  - Computer Room

Confirmation Age Class - Library

      Children and Youth - Nursery and S. S. Classrooms
      SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and well attended each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. 
Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.             
    Menus for:

June 13, 2017 –   

Fish, Baked potatoes (Fish sticks & Tater Tots for children), Salad, Dinner Rolls, Fruit Salad, Dessert, Drinks.
July 11, 2017 –      

Spaghetti and Meatballs, Garlic Bread, Salad, Fruit, Dessert, Drinks.

August 8, 2017 – 
Hot Dogs and Hamburgers, Baked Beans, Chips, Fruit, Dessert, Drinks.
Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
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Summer Food Service Program: Valleys is participating with the Summer Food-4-Familes Program in conjunction with the Halifax School District, other area churches and community organizations to provide a (free) nutritious, well-balanced lunch to children and their families. 
“Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale has been set for Friday August 18th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) and Saturday, August 19th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) at The Valleys. 

Donations of clean, gently used (or new) clothing for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, school supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), tablets, composition books, notebooks, pencil bags or boxes, and tissues will be accepted in July and August.  Deadline for donations is Monday, August 14.
   Helpers are needed to sort clothing for the end of July and in August.

We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 
      If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118..
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MISSION INSITE
Mission Insite is a one-of-a-kind resource to help us understand our neighbors . . . who they are, what they like, and what their needs are.  The accumulated data that Mission Insite has at their disposal is ours for a more targeted and effective outreach strategy.

Each leader must register for their own personal use on their computer.

To login go to www.missioninsite.com

The registration code is 4XKLD

You will be asked to select the city (Halifax) and the Conference (East Coast Conference)


You will then setup your own username and password.

Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Personal Care Items are needed (toothpaste, shampoo, lotions), any type of personal care items are also needed.
Donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.    
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month  at 6:30PM. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team, and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Laurel Guertin.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fellowship Group Meal and Meeting - The Fellowship Meal will be held on June 4th following Traditional Worship Service.  Please bring a covered dish to share (meat, vegetable or a casserole) and also a dessert.   No meal or meeting will be held in July or August.

Father’s Day Breakfast will be held on Sunday, June 18th at 8:00AM.  Bring your favorite guy (and the rest of the family) and enjoy breakfast and fellowship! (Women will put egg bake together on Sat. June 18th at 9:00AM.) See Donna Novinger if you can help.
Evangelical Covenant Church Annual Meeting will be held in Detroit, Michigan on June 22nd, 23rd, and 24th.   
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Vacation Bible School (for ages 2 thru 11) has been set for Saturday, July 15th from 10:00AM to 3:00PM at Valleys.  The theme is VBS Congo. Helpers are needed for teaching, group helpers, crafts, helpers in the kitchen.  VBS planning meeting will be held on Monday, June 12 at 7:00PM. Please see Sue Faust if you wish to help in any way.  Call the church office (717-896-3118) to register or more information.

        CONGRATULATIONS 2017 GRADUATES!
         MEET THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Bridget Campbell - Daughter of Tim and Christine Campbell (Sue & Dale Faust’s granddaughter), graduates from Halifax Area High School.
Activities & Honors: Various FFA awards including Keystone Degree and Outstanding Senior Award, Student of the Month, FFA, 4-H 
Aliyia Shoop - Daughter of Brian and Nicole Shoop (Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff’s granddaughter), graduates from Halifax Area High School. 

Activities & Honors: Band, Soccer, Chorus.

             MEET THE COLLEGE GRADUATES 
Brenda Lawrence - Daughter of Pete & Rachael Bryson graduates from Northern Arizona University with a Masters in Education Degree.
Congratulations Bridget, Aliyia, Brenda and all 2017 graduates on this wonderful milestone in your lives! May you receive many blessings from God on your journey in life! 
            ***************************************
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Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


Youth Group may meet only once a month over the summer.  Check upcoming bulletins or Marie Herb for dates and times.

If anyone would like to help the youth group makes mats out of plastic bags for homeless people (to sleep on), please see Marie Herb or Mike Crum.  We still have an overabundance of bags, so please do not bring any plastic bags into the church at this time.   

[image: image4.png]



 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:       Hannah Klinger; Ritchie Moorhead; Jane Baker; Elmer Feidt; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Esther Masser; Gail Shertzer; Tom Hale; Tom Lauver; Vickie Shoffler.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Minh & Jen Dao, Cathy Campobello

Our Shut Ins:  Myra Hoffman; June Wiest.
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
Sympathy …. 
We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Miriam Hoke and Family as her brother Carl Snyder went to be with the Lord on April 28th. 
     May God comfort and sustain them at this time.
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Summer Dartball will meet the second Monday of July, August, and September at 7:30PM. Please take a snack to share.
July 10th - Faith United Methodist Church; August 14th - Lykens United Methodist Church; September 11th - St. John’s Lutheran Church (Berrysburg).  The 2017/2018 season will begin in October.
SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 8:30AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C.  Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games. Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM; June Leader: Pastor Dave Guertin.  July Leader: Laurel Guertin. August Leader: To be announced.  
       THOSE WHO WISH SOME GENTLE EXERCISE: Yoga Exercise for Seniors (it is done on chairs) and anyone else who wishes to come and do easy, gentle exercise at 9:00AM - everyone is welcome - it will be held Mon. thru Wed. except the week of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed.  The Senior Center no longer collects expired coupons.  Please do not bring any coupons to the Senior Center. Thank you.

Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Dave Kessler (717-576-3118). See Ann Hale for more information about the Senior Center.  Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month (June 21st, July 19th, and Aug. 16th) from Noon - 3:00PM.
Zumba: Zumba Fitness meets Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM).   Please note: Zumba will meet at The Valleys in June but Zumba  will not meet during July and August. Zumba will begin again in September.
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                       JUNE 2017 BIRTHDAY WISHES

Happy Birthday to everyone born in June!  May summer breezes 


blow love and happiness to you.
	1 - Gary Fetterhoff
	17 - June Wiest

	3 - Nikki (Herb) Lehr
	20 - Gerry Wiest

	       Madeline (Snyder) Pellman
	        Nick Wiest

	 5 - Jennifer (Rickert) Rubendall
	25 - Charlie Shertzer

	 7 - Rhett Cooper
	        Laura Roush

	   8 - Dave Novinger
	26 - Ashlea Guzman

	 12 - Madisyn Rubendall
	       Violet Pellman (1st)

	 13 - Peggy Berra
	        28 - Jaime Berra

	 17 - Tom Hale
	        29 - Marissa Faust


                            JUNE 2017 ANNIVERSARIES

   
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

   
following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

   
be blessed with Love and Happiness!

	  3 - Matt & Jessica Faust (23 yrs.)
	16 – Michael & Amy Witmer (10 yrs.)

	      Neva & Chuck Cichy (39 yrs.)
	19 - Rhett & Michele Cooper (7 yrs.)

	  4 - Nikki & Ryan Lehr (6 yr.)
	28 - Joseph & Robin Kriener (9 yrs.)

	  6 - Donna & Ritchie Moorhead (3 yrs.)
	28 - Jan & Brian Quinn (3 yr.) 

	12 - Andrew & Barbra Snyder (13 yrs.)
	29 - Tom & Barbara Lauver (54 yrs.)

	14 - Ken & Mary Zeigler (15 yrs)
	


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church foyer. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
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                           JULY 2017 BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in July!  

    May your day be warm with love and happiness.
	1 - Emily Lesher
	15 - Ann Cooper

	     Carol Witmer
	16 - Alvin Duttry

	   2 - Ryan Cooper
	20 - Carla Baker

	 6 - Rachael Bryson
	23 - Barbra Snyder

	        Mark Lee Byerly
	24 - Sue Faust

	   7 - Nancy Yutronich
	26 - Heidi Herb

	   9 - Kayla Gonder
	29 - Clarence Roush

	 14 - Cadienne Crum
	        Emma Baker


                            JULY 2017 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 

	8 - Carol & Bob Knight (36 yrs.)
	17 - Patty & Ryan Hummel (6 yrs.)

	13 - Jaime & Josh Berra (14 yrs.)
	24 - Ryan & Jodi Cooper (6 yrs.)

	  16 - Ryan & Melanie Cichy (7 yrs.)
	28 - Judy & Ken Baker (17 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net   and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bible Quiz

Numbers 22 contains a little-known account of Balak, king of Moab, and Balaam, a practitioner of divination. Feeling threatened by the Israelites’ presence near his land, Balak summons Balaam to come and curse them. What strange event does God use to get Balaam’s attention so that he blessed, rather than curses, Israel?

A. Balak’s men turn into pillars of salt. 
B. The sun stands still in the sky. 
C. Balaam’s donkey speaks to him. 
D. An angel makes Balaam mute. 

Answer:  (See Numbers 22:22-35, especially 28 and 30.)
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    Independence Day Lessons for Church Life
·   Return to the basics - On July 4 we commemorate the origins of our country. In terms of faith, we also periodically need to hear again the foundational stories of Creation, the Israelites and, of course, Jesus.
·    Honor the gift of Freedom - “For freedom Christ has set us free … do not submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1, ESV). We strive as citizens to preserve and live out our national freedom. Likewise, as citizens of God’s kingdom we live gladly in the freedom of salvation and share that gift with others.
·    Enjoy community - July 4 is known for picnics, parades and other community gatherings. Similarly, the church is nourished by coming together for worship, meals and other special events.
·    Be light in the darkness - As fireworks brighten the sky with light and color, the church is called to display the Gospel’s unique light in a dark world. Our word dynamite and the Greek word for power - as in, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8) - share a root. Through God’s power in us, we share Jesus - dynamically! - with others.
-Heidi Mann
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                  AUGUST 2017 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Happy Birthday to everyone born in August!  May summer breezes 

and love and happiness warn your day.
	 4 -  Brandi Crum
	19 - Allison Kenawell

	  7 -  David Faust
	20 - Joanne Enders

	   9 -  Rylan Cooper
	23 - Betty Lebo

	 11 -  Matt Faust
	       Russ Miller

	 14 -  Marie Herb
	       Sarah Degnitz

	         Riley Herb
	25 - Sarah Graff

	   17 - Cameron Crum     
	29 - Bailey Dunn

	 18 - Leon Shaffer
	


                      AUGUST 2017 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to all the wonderful couples listed below on their special day!  May you be blessed with many beautiful anniversaries! 

	11 - Jennifer & Brian Franklin (5 yrs.)
	25 - Rachael & Pete Bryson (44 yrs.)

	16 - Ann & Tom Hale (15 yrs.)
	29 - Ann & Rahn Cooper (47 yrs.)

	21 - Brandi & Mike Crum (18 yrs.)
	30 - Carol & Renny Witmer (43 yrs.)

	23 - Lori & Tom Degnitz (37 yrs.)
	31- Andrea & Michael Kenawell (14 yrs)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net   and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the September/October 2016 newsletter to the church secretary by Sunday, August 15th!
Matt Redman’s “The Heart of Worship” Story By David Schrader
     “The Heart of Worship” (Michael W. Smith, Sonic Flood, Passion), a beautifully simple, acoustic confessional ballad.  The song dates back to the late 1990s, born from a period of apathy within Matt’s home church. Soul Survivor, in Watford, England. Despite the country’s overall contribution to the current worship revival, Redman’s congregation was struggling to find meaning in its musical outpouring at the time.
     “There was a dynamic missing, so the pastor did a pretty brave thing,” he recalls,. “He decided to get rid of the sound system and band for a season, and we gathered together with just our voices. His point was that we’d lost our way in worship, and the way to get back to the heart would be to strip everything away.”
     Reminding his church family to be producers in worship, not just consumers, the pastor, Mike Pilavachi, asked, “When you come through the doors on a Sunday, what are you bringing as your offering to God?” Matt says the question initially led to some embarrassing silence, but eventually people broke into a cappella songs and heartfelt prayers, encountering God in a fresh way.
    “Before long, we reintroduced the musicians and sound system, as we’d gained a new perspective that worship is all about Jesus, and He commands a response in the depths of our souls no matter what the circumstance and setting. ‘The Heart of Worship’ simply describes what occurred.”
     When the music fades, all is stripped away, and I simply come/ Longing just to bring something that’s of worth that will bless your heart… / I’m coming back to the heart of worship and it’s all about You, Jesus
     Redman remembers writing the song quickly in his bedroom soon after the church’s journey together, with no grand intentions, by any means, for it to become an international anthem. He viewed the words simply as his personal, subjective response to what he was learning about worship. But when Matt shared “The Heart of Worship” with Pilavachi, the pastor suggested making a few small adjustments to the lyrics so any member of the church could relate to it as well.

           (The Heart of Worship Story is continued on the next page)
                 “The Heart of Worship Story …. (Continued)
     Amazed by how God has since taken the song around the world for His purposes, the songwriter smiles in regard to his own lack of foresight. “It nearly didn’t go any further than my bedroom. But I love that…”

     The trademark tune soon became the title track for Matt Redman’s 1999 album, The Heart of Worship. The recording process was consistent with the artist’s sensitive approach to being in the studio.

     “We decided to not get all complicated, and just let the song ‘breathe.’ We’re always trying to create more of a church atmosphere in the studio rather than a technical musical gathering. Something happens when the people of Go0d gather together and play out the praises of God in the presence of God. Hopefully something of that passion and purpose transcends beyond that studio room onto the recordings themselves.”

      The Heart of Worship” became a new standard of the modern worship music movement, sung by fellow artists, choirs, and church families alike.  Among the ever-rising number of reinterpretations, Redman is especially fond of Michael W. Smith’s from his 1001 classic, Worship.

       Even more encouraging, he says is when other pastors get in touch to let Matt know how God has used the song to take their congregations through a situation similar to the one his church experienced.

       As teachable as “The Heart of Worship” has become, Matt Redman continues to learn about true worship and will journey further into that heart in summer 2004 with a new album, Facedown. “It’s such a biblical posture in worship that speaks of reverence. If you look through the Bible, there’s a whole host of people who faced up to the glory of God and found themselves facedown in worship. So the album weaves through a theme of reverence, wonder, and mystery in worship, things I feel we really need to grasp more of in our worship expressions. I know that I do!”                                                           

      Read the full story at http://www.crosswalk.com/church/worship/song-story-matt-redmans-the-heart-of-worship-1253122.html 
             










   In this issue of The Valleys Post


Worship Schedule Change/


      Special Services                  Pg. 3


Worship Participants               Pg. 4


Monthly Worship - Blended    Pg. 6  


  Worship (Praise Band/Hymnal), 


  & Traditional (Organist/Hymnal)   


Mission Happenings                 Pg. 9


Happenings at Valleys              Pg. 12


In our Prayers                           Pg. 14


Community News                     Pg. 15








