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      From the Desk of Pastor Dave…       
April/May 2017
                                             Hopeful Suffering

If I could come up with a short, pithy description of the season of Lent I would label it, “hopeful suffering.” We are called to a time of self-examination and considering our humanity, sinfulness, and mortality in light of God’s love, holiness, and perfect nature; pretty daunting stuff to say the least. It is a sobering time; one might even call it a “gut check” time. And while it could lead us to despair, it can also lead us to hope, if we allow it.

In the Gospels, we are told that Jesus “set his face” towards Jerusalem when the time was coming near for his trial and death. And yet while he was facing the most trying and demanding time of his life, he was not without hope. He knew his Heavenly Father was with him through all he would face. Was his hope challenged? Yes. Was his hope overcome? Absolutely not. And we can also find hope in our Heavenly Father because of Jesus; not just as an example of hopeful suffering, but knowing he is with us even in the midst of our own. 

All suffering is not hopeful suffering in this context. It only becomes hopeful as we set our face towards Jesus. It is hopeful when we realize that in some way, God has a purpose for us in facing our challenges and allow him to teach us, and form us. Does this mean God brings suffering or causes it to happen? I don’t believe so. But God, through Jesus, can bring about good in the midst of whatever life throws at us. 
             (From Pastor Dave continued on next page)
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May whatever suffering you experience in life be filled with hope; hope that God is near you in Jesus no matter what the circumstances. 


                                            Yours because of Him,





         Pastor Dave Guertin
GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz
When Jesus was crucified, over what time period did darkness cover the earth? 

A. 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
B. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
C. 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
D. 12 noon to 3 p.m. 

Answer: (See Mark 15:33.)          
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays   
Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month (Traditional Worship).

Please Note change in these April Sunday Services:
Sunday, April 2nd will be Traditional Worship (Communion).
Sunday, April 9th (Palm Sunday) will be Traditional Worship

  instead of Blended Worship.
Sunday, April 16th (Easter Sunday) will be Traditional Worship with (Communion).

Sunday, April 23rd and April 30th will both be Blended Worship.
   Maundy Thursday & Good Friday Services at Valleys:

Maundy Thursday, April 13 - Maundy Thursday Service will be held at Valleys at 7:00PM with a semblance of a very light Seder Meal and Communion.

Good Friday, April 14 - Community Good Friday Service will be held at 12:00Noon at Valleys.
Children’s Church will be on the following Sundays in April and May: April 16th and May 21st. If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.
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	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	April Greeters   Pete Bryson, Sharon Fetterhoff, Gary Snyder
	May Greeters   Dale Faust,
Carol Knight, Alvin Duttry

	April Acolyte   Cailey Crum
	May Acolyte  Alaina Snyder

	April Announcer

Dave Novinger
	May Announcer

Norine Goss

	Apr. Offering Team (Team 4)*
Diane Shaffer, Leon Shaffer, Carolyn Nye, Ken Bechtel
	May Offering Team (Team 5)*
Sue Faust, Dale Faust, Carol Cooper, Gary Snyder

	Apr. 2 Pew Communion Servers

*Sue Faust, Arletta Thomas, Dave Novinger, Norine Goss

Apr. 16 Pew Communion Servers

*Norine Goss, Ed Dobbin, Diane Shaffer, Dave Novinger
	May Altar Communion*
Dave Novinger, Leon Shaffer


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering  if you cannot be there. On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.    
	      Date

      April
    & May
	Lay 

Readers
	Nursery Attendant
	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Flower Sponsors

	Apr. 2

	Bridget Campbell
	Carol Cooper
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Susan Snyder

	Apr. 9

	Ann Cooper
	Ann Hale
	Bob Endy
	Open

	Apr. 16
	Scott Miller
	Neva Cichy
	Easter Program
	Easter Flowers

	Apr. 23
	Norine Goss
	Theresa Miller
	Ken Bechtel
	Open

	Apr. 30

	Arletta Thomas
	Marie Herb
	Ed Dobbin
	Open

	May 7

	Dale Faust
	Patty Hummel
	Ann Cooper
	 Open

	May 14

	Ed Berra
	Shirley Miller
	Mother’s Day
TBA
	Open

	May 21
	Marie Herb
	Donna Motter
	Donna Novinger
	Open

	May 28
	Gerry Wiest
	Brandi Crum
	Ken Bechtel
	Open
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*Communion Servers: If you cannot serve on your scheduled Sunday, it is your responsibility to secure someone to replace you for that date. Please contact the church office (717-896-3118) with the name of the person who will do it in your place.
*Lay Readers: If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call the church office (717-896-3118).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Dave or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

*If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The 2017 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.

                         Monthly Worship

       April/May Monthly Worship Schedule 
Apr. 2nd  - Traditional Worship – Organist - Food Offering – 
                     Pew Communion
Apr. 9th   - PALM SUNDAY Traditional Worship – Organist
Apr. 16th - EASTER Traditional Worship – Organist
Apr. 23rd - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                     Mission Offering 
Apr. 30th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal
May   7th - Traditional Worship – Organist - Food Offering- 

                      Altar Communion
May 14th - Mother’s Day - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal

May 21st  - Traditional Worship – Hymnal
May 28th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                      Mission Offering 
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APRIL is the second month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “THE GIFT OF FAITH”. APRIL’S topic is “RESTORATIVE FAITH”. APRIL’S scriptures are from LUKE.   MAY is the last month of the quarter. MAY’S topic is “FULLNESS OF FAITH”.  MAY’S scriptures are from LUKE and MARK.

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for February and March.  Please join us.
	      Date

      April

    & May
	Discussion

Leader
	Scripture
	Topic

	Apr. 2


	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Psalm 23
	God as Our Shepherd

	Apr. 9


	Bob Endy
	1 John 4:7-19
	God’s Overflowing Love 

	Apr. 16
	EASTER PROGRAM
	
	

	Apr. 23
	Ken Bechtel
	Romans 5:1-11; 8:31-39
	God’s Reconciling Love

	Apr. 30


	Ed Dobbin
	John 10:1-15
	God’s Preserving Love

	May 7


	Ann Cooper
	Jonah 1
	God’s Sustaining Love

	May 14


	Mother’s Day: To Be Announced
	Jonah 2
	God’s Love Preserved Jonah

	May 21
	Donna Novinger
	Jonah 3; 

Nahum 1-3
	God’s Love for Nineveh

	May 28
	Ken Bechtel
	Jonah 4
	God’s Pervasive Love


Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Ken Bechtel or Dave Novinger if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary.
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EASTER YOUTH PROGRAM will be held on Sunday, April 16th at 9:00AM. An egg hunt will follow the program.

 Practices will be held during 9:00AM Sunday School hour and also on Friday, April 14th at 7:00PM. Please bring some hard boiled eggs for the children to color during the Friday evening practice or bring colored eggs in for Easter. See Sue Faust if you have any questions.
 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 

Adult Class - Social Hall  

Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   

Friends In Faith - Computer Room 

Confirmation Age Class - Library

      SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” available that you may pick up as you come into the church foyer and at the sanctuary door (handicap parking outside the sanctuary). Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Easter Devotionals are available in the church foyer and also at the sanctuary door (handicap parking area outside the sanctuary).
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and attendance continues to grow each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.
Meals for April and May will be made and served by the Girl Scouts.      
April 11, 2017 – Baked chicken leg, baked potato, green beans/corn, dessert, drinks.
May 9, 2017 – Ham and Broccoli casserole (ham, cheese, rice, onions, broccoli), salad, dessert, drinks.


Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
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Back-to-School Yard Sale: Meetings to begin preparations for the Back-to-School yard sale will be in April bulletins and more information will be in the next newsletter. Remember when you clean out your closet, donations of clean, gently used clothing will be accepted in July and August! 
Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix), filling, vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.    
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS meets in the library each Sunday at 9:00AM.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team, and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Mike Crum.

                                   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


 
     Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) will meet on Apr. 30th,  May 28th  at 6:30PM.    Bring your friends!
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Souper Bowl of Caring in February. We donated $175.00 to Graceful Acres and donated food to Upper Dauphin Human Services. The youth group is working on making mats for homeless people.  We still have an overabundance of plastic bags.
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GriefShare Support Group:  The Valleys ECC is hosting a GriefShare Support Group on Thursday evenings beginning on April 20th at 7:00PM for those who are grieving the loss of a loved one.  If you are interested, please call Ritchie  or Donna Moorhead at: Home - 717-896-8515 or Cell (Ritchie) - 1-570-517-6787. You may also contact them after church.
Covenant Church East Coast Conference will be held in Attleboro, MA on April 28th and 29th.   Our Delegates Laurel Guertin and Pastor Dave Guertin will attend the conference.
Fellowship Meal - The Fellowship Meal will be held on April 2nd and May 7th following Worship Service.  Please bring a covered dish to share (meat, vegetable or a casserole) and also a dessert.  

Mother’s Day Breakfast will be held on Sunday, May 8th at 8:00AM.  Bring your favorite lady (and the rest of the family) and enjoy breakfast and fellowship!
Sub & Pizza Sale - Pick up and Delivery of Subs & Pizzas (made by Aunt B’s (they have a stand at the Gratz Crossroads Auction) will be on Thursday, May 11.  Order forms (and additional information) are available in the church foyer.
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the June /July/August newsletter to the church secretary by Monday, May 15th!
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                           MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL

 
On Sunday, May 28, 2017 The Valleys ECC will have a Memorial Day Honor Roll printed in the church bulletin for the Memorial Day Sunday Service.  The deadline for these listings is Sunday, May 14, 2017.   This honor roll may be used to remember those family members or friends who have gone to be with our Heavenly Father, or it may commemorate a recent birth, or honor a graduate from high school or college or to honor a special anniversary as well.



If you wish to have a listing on the MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL, please fill out the form and return it to the church office by Sunday, May 14, 2017. 
Your Name_______________________________________________
IN LOVING MEMORY OF … ______________________________ ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF … ________________________________________ ________________________________________________________

                          2017 GRADUATES
 The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2017 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing them during the worship service on May 28, 2017.  They will also be listed in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form and return it to the church office  no later than Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 14th.
Name____________________  Parents_________________________

School or College___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

College Degree____________________________________________

Activities & Special Honors received in school or college:
_________________________________________________________ 
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: 
*Dean & Lisa Etzweiler and Family and Friends; *Family & Friends of Lydia Peifer; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman;  Gail Shertzer; Jane Baker; Esther Masser; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; Tom Hale; Vickie Shoffler.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut-Ins: Myra Hoffman, June Wiest

 If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Dave if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118).
Sympathy: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts, and prayers to the following families:

The family and friends of Lydia Peiffer who went to be with the Lord February 29th.

Dean and Lisa Etzweiler and Miriam Hoke and family and friends as Dean and Lisa’s son Matthew went to be with the Lord on April 2nd.
May God comfort and strengthen these families at this time.
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          HALIFAX MINISTERIUM COMMUNITY 

                             LENTEN SERVICES
Community Lenten Service will be held on Thursday, April 6th at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 at 7:00PM. Pastor Dave Layser will be the speaker.

Community Easter Sunrise Service will be held on Sunday, April 16th at 6:30AM at Camp Hebron. Pastor Ron Reitz will be the speaker.  Breakfast will be served following the service.
SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 8:30AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C. in the Multipurpose Room.  Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games. Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM; April Leader: Laurel Guertin.  May Leader: Wilbur Prouse.  
       THOSE WHO WISH SOME GENTLE EXERCISE: Yoga Exercise for Seniors (it is done on chairs) and anyone else who wishes to come and do easy, gentle exercise begins Mon., February 5th at 9:00AM - everyone is welcome - it will be held Mon. thru Wed. except the week of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed.
 The Senior Center no longer collects expired coupons.  Please do not bring any coupons to the Senior Center. Thank you.

Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities. If you wish to drive for Meals-On-Wheels or need information on it, please call Valleys ECC (717-896-03118). See Ann Hale for more information about the Senior Center.  Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month (April 20th and May 18th) from Noon - 3:00PM.
Zumba at Valleys: Zumba Fitness meets Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM). 
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Dartball Update:  Listed below are the game results and standings for the 2016/2017 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball League Season.
	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	Jan. 30
	SJ
	VECC 6-5 / VECC 4-3
	 SJ -Dale Hassinger, Kristen Nichols; VECC- Dave Novinger

	Feb. 6    
	VECC
	SC 2-1/ SC 6-1
	SC - Dennis Istre, Carrie Bush

	Feb. 13
	ML
	ML 10-5 /ML 2-0
	VECC - Shirley Miller

	Feb. 20
	VECC
	VECC 2-1/FUM 10-1
	FUM - Deb Scott (2 HR)

	Feb. 27
	VECC
	VECC 10-7/LUM 6-0
	VECC –Tom Degnitz, 
Dave Novinger, 

	Mar. 6
	VECC
	VECC 4-2/VECC 4-1
	SJ – Kristen Nichols,
VECC - Scott Miller

	
	

	  Standings -1st half (Oct.-Dec.)
	Standings - 2nd half

	Faith U M            13 win      7 loss
	Messiah         15 win  5 loss

	Messiah              13 win      7 loss
	Faith U M       13 win  7 loss

	S John’s               12 win      8 loss
	S Chris             12 win  8 loss

	S Christopher       9 win     11 loss
	Lykens U M      8 win  12 loss

	Lykens U M           8 win     12 loss
	Valleys ECC      7 win  13 loss

	Valleys E C C         3 win     13 loss
	S John’s            5 win  15 loss

	

	Championship play off: Messiah & Faith U Methodist played on Mar. 13th.   Messiah Lutheran is the 2016/2017 Dartball League Champion! Faith U Methodist is 2nd place.  Congratulations to Messiah and Faith!

	

	Dartball Tournament: Messiah Lutheran took 1st place; Faith United Methodist took 2nd place in the Tournament! Congratulations to Messiah  and Faith Methodist!

	                    FUM – Faith U Methodist
	ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	SC – St. Christopher Lutheran


Valleys was last in standings for this season but Valleys team did score the most team-homeruns and did better in the 2nd half. 
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                           Grape Walnut Salad

 Ingredients:

2 lbs. red seedless grapes       
2 lbs. green seedless grapes

1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese, softened

1 cup sour cream                    
½ cup white sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla                  
1 cup chopped walnuts or pecans
½ cup brown sugar

Directions:

· Rinse grapes and pat dry. In a large bowl, mix softened cream cheese, sour cream, white sugar, and vanilla. Add grapes to the cream cheese mixture and stir thoroughly to coat. Transfer to serving bowl. 

· Sprinkle brown sugar over grape mixture. Cover and refrigerate until ready to serve. Right before serving sprinkle nuts on top.

   Prep time 10 minutes. Total Time 30 minutes. Servings 12

This Grape Walnut Salad dresses up regular old grapes and turns them into fabulous dessert salad. It’s creamy and decadent … yet refreshing and light at the same time.

It’s that time of year when dessert salads are the fresh ending that we want to a meal. This grape salad has beautiful colors with the bright green and red grapes. It’s covered in a cream cheese and sour cream dressing then topped with a little brown sugar and chopped walnuts. The textures and flavors are such a perfect combination.

Lighten it up: There are many ways to lighten up this grape walnut salad. Try using low fat cream cheese or light sour cream in the dressing for a healthier version of this dessert. You will not be able to tell the difference.
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                          APRIL 2017 BIRTHDAY WISHES

Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in April and celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness!

	  5 - Sally Baker
	19 - Lori Graff

	       Conley Dunn
	20 - Barbara Lauver

	         Shirley Miller
	21 - Amy Faust

	  6 - Lydia Faust
	26 - Chris Herb, Jr.

	10 - Jessica Bryson
	27 - Lila Baddorf.

	15 - Ian Johnson
	       Marie Willard

	        Jon Novinger
	28 - Ed Dobbin

	 16 - Alaina Snyder
	


                             APRIL 2017 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  
	20 - Amy & Jason Faust - (13 yrs.)
	28 - Pat & Ed Dobbin - (37 yrs.)

	21 - Nancy & Dan Yutronich - (34 yrs.) 
	       Theresa & Scott Miller – (16 yrs.) 

	
	       Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff – (44 yrs.) 


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
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                      MAY 2017 BIRTHDAY WISHES

     Happy Birthday to everyone born in May!  May your day be full of

         Sunshine and warm wishes.

	  1 - Cailey Crum
	19 – Dan Yutronich

	  2 -  Charlene Baker
	23 - June Gelnett

	  5 - Terri Herb
	24 - Cheryl Johnson

	  9 - Elmer Feidt
	25 - Edward Baker

	12 - Ed Berra
	28 - Cody Erb 

	15 - Chris Herb, Sr.
	30 - Star Baker

	16 - Denise Rickert.
	


                            MAY 2017 ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary
to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  

	12 - Donna & Dave Novinger (44 yrs)
	24 - Janette & Dennis Leitzel - (33 yrs.)

	17 - Diane & Leon Shaffer - (49 yrs.)
	28 - Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel (51 yrs.)                                                                                 


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
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