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From the Desk of Pastor Dave…
Spinning Your Wheels

       One of the first experiences I had after moving to Northwest Wisconsin happened early one winter morning as I was on my way to a meeting. The roads were snow packed but passable, even bare in spots. That’s why I was so surprised when my SUV began to glide on the road, with my eventual spinning out into a ditch. I thought, “No problem… I’ve got this SUV, I’ll just slip it into four wheel drive low, and I’ll be on my way.” My truck had other ideas. No matter what I tried my truck just kept spinning its wheels, digging itself deeper and deeper into the snow. 

        Have you ever felt like you were just spinning the wheels of life? Like no matter what you did, you were getting nowhere? Jobs that seem like you do the same old thing, day after day, over and over again with no end in sight. Maybe you’ve been caught up in the endless cycle of our culture of always needing to have the next new thing; the latest TV, or cell phone, computer, car, etc. And all this spinning of the wheels leaves you to wonder, “What’s the point of it all?”

        The writer of Ecclesiastes in the Old Testament of the Bible explores those same questions; “vanity of vanities, all is vanity,” “there’s nothing new under the sun.” He’s explored every facet of life from work to partying, from wisdom to folly, and came away with one main conclusion: life was worth living only if that life was lived with God as its center. Otherwise life was just “chasing after the wind.” 
                          From Pastor Dave continued on next page
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       If you find yourself endlessly spinning your wheels, perhaps now is a good time to turn to God to find life’s meaning and purpose. Make your life count.

                                                                  Yours because of Him,





                  Pastor Dave Guertin
                   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Pastor Guertin began a sermon series on Covenant Affirmations of the Evangelical Covenant Church in January which continues in February. This series will help Valleys congregation to learn more about the Evangelical Covenant Church denomination, its heritage, beliefs and history.
Affirmations:
#1 - The Centrality of the Word                                           (Jan. 15)
#2 - The Necessity of the New Birth                                    (Jan. 22)

#3 - A Commitment to the Whole Mission of the Church   (Jan. 29)

#4 -The Church as a Fellowship of Believers                       (Feb. 5)

#5 - A Conscious Dependence on the Holy Spirit                (Feb. 12)

#6 - The Reality of Freedom in Christ                                 (Feb. 19)
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Holy Communion is held on the 1st Sunday of each month (Traditional Worship).

Ash Wednesday Service will be held at The Valleys on March 1 at 7:00PM.
Children’s Church will be on Sunday, Feb. 19th and in Sunday, Mar. 19th.   If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.
SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 **************************************************************
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	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	Feb. Greeters

Dale Faust, Gerry Wiest
	Mar. Greeters

Shirley Miller, Donna Motter

	Feb. Acolyte

Alaina Snyder
	Mar. Acolyte

Brooke Croutharmel

	Feb. Announcer

Bob Endy
	Mar. Announcer

Diane Shaffer

	Feb. Offering Team (Team 2)*
Shirley Miller, Carol Knight, Rachael Bryson, To be announced
	Mar. Offering Team (Team 3)*
Mike Crum, To be announced, Aaron Herb, to be announced


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering if you cannot be there. On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.    
	      Date

   February 

    & March
	Lay 
Readers
	Nursery Attendant
	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Flower Sponsors

	Feb. 5


	Gary Fetterhoff
	Ann Hale
	Ken Bechtel
	Open

	Feb. 12


	Cailey Crum
	Brandi Crum
	Ed Dobbin
	Open

	Feb. 19
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Neva Cichy
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Open

	Feb. 26
	Brandi Crum
	Carol Cooper
	Bob Endy
	Open

	Mar. 5


	Bob Endy
	Patty Hummel
	To be announced
	Open

	Mar. 12


	To be announced
	Shirley Miller
	To be announced
	 Wanda        Hendershot

	Mar. 19


	Ken Bechtel
	Marie Herb
	To be announced
	Open

	Mar. 26
	Laura Roush
	Donna Motter
	To be announced
	Open
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Lay Readers: If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call the church office (717-896-3118).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Dave or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

(If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The 2017 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.

                           Monthly Worship

February/March Monthly Worship Schedule 
Feb. 5th   - Traditional Worship – Organist - Food Offering -   Communion
Feb. 12th - Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal
Feb. 19th - Traditional Worship – Digital Hymnal
Feb. 26th - Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal -

                     Mission Offering 
Mar. 5th  - Traditional Worship – Organist - Food Offering - Communion
Mar. 12th - Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal

Mar. 19th  - Traditional Worship – Digital Hymnal
Mar.
26th - Traditional Worship  – Praise Team/Hymnal -
                     Mission Offering 
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 Adult Sunday School February/March Preview [image: image3.png]




FEBRUARY is the last month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “CREATION: A DIVINE CYCLE”. FEBRUARY’S topic is “The Birthing of a New Community”. FEBRUARY’S scriptures are from Galatians.   MARCH is the first month of the new quarter. We are studying the theme “GOD LOVES US”. MARCH’S topic is “God’s Eternal, Preserving, Renewing Love”. MARCH’S scriptures are from 1 John, Ephesians, John and Joel.

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for February and March.  Please join us.

Feb. 5 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ken Bechtel
TOPIC- Re-created to Live in Harmony  SCRIPTURE- Galatians 3:26-4:7

Feb. 12 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed Dobbin
TOPIC – New Birth Brings Freedom      SCRIPTURE – Galatians 4

Feb. 19 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed & Peggy Berra
TOPIC – Freedom in Christ                     SCRIPTURE – Galatians 5:1-17

Feb. 26 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Bob Endy
TOPIC – Christ Creates Holy Living    SCRIPTURE – Galatians 5:18-6:10

Mar. 5 - DISCUSSION LEADER – To be announced
TOPIC- The Source of All Love   SCRIPTURE – 1 John 4:7-19

Mar. 12 - DISCUSSION LEADERS – To be announced
TOPIC- God’s Overflowing Love       SCRIPTURE – Ephesians 4:1-6

Mar. 19 - DISCUSSION LEADER – To be announced
TOPIC- God’s Love Manifested      SCRIPTURE – John 15:1-17 

      Mar. 26 – DISCUSSION LEADER – To be anounced
TOPIC- God’s Love Restores      SCRIPTURE – Joel 2
Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Ken Bechtel or Dave Novinger if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary. 
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 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 
Adult Class - Social Hall  
Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   
Friends In Faith - Library 
Children - Nursery & S. S. Classrooms
      SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals with reading your Bible. You may pick up a Free copy of “Our Daily Bread” in the church foyer. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.  ”These Days” Renewal subscription of $5.00 is due. Please put it in your offering envelope (mark “These Days”) or give it to Donna Novinger.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                          God’s Conversation Hearts
Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every February can be more than just trite romantic or friendly sayings. Use them to remind you - or teach a child - of the greatest love of all: God’s love for us, which empowers our love for others. For example:
· TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up one’s only Son so people might have everlasting life? (John 3:16).
· MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his sheep. No one can snatch us from him (John 10:27:29).
· FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).
· TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.” We can count on Jesus, now and for eternal life (John 14:1-3).
· SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103).
· BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his commands (john 14:15).
· CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah 33:3).
· FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for your friends (John 15:13) - precisely what Jesus did.
· #1: “We love because [God] first loved us” 1 John 4:19).
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and attendance continues to grow each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.
February 9, 2016 – Menu: Chili, Salad, Fruit Salad, Cornbread or bread, Dessert, and Drink.  
March 10, 2015 – Girl Scouts preparing meal, menu to be determined.

Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
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MISSION INSITE

Mission Insite is an incredible ministry tool to help us know our neighbors.  As we have been engaging and focusing our attention beyond the walls of our church in order to reach those in our community who are on God’s radar, Mission Insite is a one-of-a-kind resource to help us understand our neighbors . . . who they are, what they like, and what their needs are.  The accumulated data that Mission Insite has at their disposal is ours for a more targeted and effective outreach strategy.

The East Coast Conference has purchased access to all the demographic information offered by Mission Insite and is now available to our church leaders.  Each leader must register for their own personal use on their computer.

To login go to www.missioninsite.com

The registration code is 4XKLD

You will be asked to select the city (Halifax) and the Conference (East Coast Conference)


You will then setup your own username and password.

Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen at Uplift Community Church of God & Isaiah 61 Ministries (the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.   
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Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Laurel Guertin.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.        
ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed. 
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
CONFIRMATION CLASS meets Sunday mornings in the library at 9:00AM.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fellowship Group Meal and Meeting - The Fellowship Meeting will be held on February 5th and March 5th   following Traditional Worship Service.  Please bring a covered dish to share (meat, vegetable or a casserole) and also a dessert.  


Family Valentine’s Dinner and Movie will be held on Saturday, February 11th at Valleys at 5:00PM for all ages. We will begin with a covered dish meal (please bring meat and dessert or vegetable and dessert and share in an evening of fellowship.
Mr. Sticky will be at The Valleys on Monday, March 27th and Tuesday, March 28th.  Order forms will be available in the church foyer Sun., February 19th. Bulk Orders need to be in by Sunday, March 19th. See Ed Berra (599-5103) if you have questions.
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Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


     Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) meets on Feb. 12th and 26th and on Mar. 12th and 26th at 6:30PM.   Bring your friends!

The Youth Group will again participate in the Souper Bowl of Caring on Sun., February 7th to collect monetary donations from the congregation to be given to a charity of their choice and they are also asking the congregation to bring in non-perishable foods to be donated to the Upper Dauphin Human Services Food Bank. 

If anyone would like to help the youth group to make mats out of plastic bags for homeless people (to sleep on), please see Marie Herb.  We still have an overabundance of bags, so please do not bring any plastic bags into the church at this time.   
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:   Brian Shoop, (Nicole’s husband); Ann Cooper;  Ritchie Moorhead; Aliyia Shoop; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Jane Baker; Esther Masser; Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; Ann & Tom Hale; Bob Knight; Vickie Shoffler; Pat & Richard Snyder; Nancy Fetterhoff; Mary Smith.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek and all Missionaries around the world.

Our Shut Ins:  Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman; June Weist
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the April/May 2017 newsletter to the church secretary by Tuesday, March 15th!
The Valleys Annual Meeting and Election

The Valleys Annual Meeting and Election was held on Sunday, January 15, 2017.   Copies of Financial Reports and Annual Reports  are available for those who did not receive them and wish to see them.
        *******************************************
The following were unanimously elected during Annual Meeting.
Elders (2 year term) – Norine Goss and Dave Novinger
Deacons (2 year term) – Sharon Fetterhoff, Dale Faust, 

                                        Susan Snyder, Leon Shaffer
Adult S. S. Superintendent                    (1 year term) – Ken Bechtel
Adult S. S. Superintendent Assistant   (1 year term) – Dave Novinger
Youth S. S. Superintendent                  (1 year term) – Susan Faust 
Youth S. S. Superintendent Assistant (1 year term) – Brandi Crum
Sunday School Secretary Assistant     (1 year term) –  Dale Faust
Nominating Committee                      (2 year term) –   Ann Cooper 
    **********************************************
      
    Council Officers for 2017

Council President – 
     David Novinger

Council Vice-President –   Scott Miller 


Council Secretary – 
     Wanda Hendershot

Financial Secretary – 
     Norine Goss

Treasurer – 

     Rachael Bryson
              2017 Council Members
Elders:    Ed Dobbin, Diane Shaffer, Norine Goss, Dave Novinger
Deacons: Dale Faust, Sharon Fetterhoff, Wanda Hendershot, 

                     Scott Miller, Ritchie Moorhead, Leon Shaffer,

                     Gary Snyder, Susan Snyder
     **********************************************
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          2017 HALIFAX MINISTERIUM           
           COMMUITY LENTEN SERVICES

	DATE
	LOCATION
	PREACHER    
	Person/SCRIPTURE

	Thurs.,Mar. 9
7:00pm
	Halifax United Methodist Church
	Pastor

Mike Petresky
	Mary, Mother of Jesus

	Thurs.,Mar. 16
7:00pm
	Zion Stone United Methodist Church
	    Pastor
     Dale  

   Parker                         
	Simon Peter

	Thurs.,Mar 23
7:00pm
	St. Peter (Fetterhoff’s) Lutheran Church
	  Pastor   

   April   

  Ocasio         
	The Passersby

	Thurs.,Mar 30
7:00pm
	Faith United Methodist Church
	   Pastor 
    John 
   Lesher
	Simon the Cyrean

	Thurs.,Apr. 6
7:00pm

	Uplift Community Church of God &

Isaiah 61
	Pastor
Dave

Layser
	Roman Centurion

	Friday,

Apr. 14
12:00 Noon
	Valleys
Evangelical Covenant Church
	Pastor

Dave Guertin
	Community Good Friday Service

	Sunday

Apr. 16
Easter Sunrise Service 6:30am
	Camp Hebron

(Breakfast served by Halifax U. M. after service)
	Pastor Ron
Reitz
	Jesus Christ
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              SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 8:30AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C. in the Multipurpose Room.  Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games. Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM; February Leader: Pastor Mike Petresky: March Leader: Dave Novinger.  
       NEW FOR THOSE WHO WISH SOME GENTLE EXERCISE: Yoga Exercise for Seniors (it is done on chairs) and anyone else who wishes to come and do easy, gentle exercise begins Mon., February 5th at 9:00AM - everyone is welcome - it will be held Mon. thru Wed. except the week of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed.. 
Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  See Ann Hale for more information. 

Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month (February 15th and March 15th) from Noon - 3:00PM.

The Senior Center will be closed on President’s Day, Monday, February 20th.  (No Bible Study will be held on Feb. 20th.)
Zumba at Valleys: Zumba Fitness meets Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM). 
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Listed below are the game results and standings for the 2016/2017 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball League Season.

	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	Dec. 5
	VECC
	LUM 6-2/LUM 12-3
	  LUM – Tanner Schell (2),
                Rob Schell
  VECC - Scott Miller

	Dec. 12     
	VECC
	SJ 6-1/SJ 2-0
	

	Dec. 28
All Star Game at ML
	North – LUM, SJ, SC

South –VECC, ML, FUM
	1st Game – 

North won  20-10 

2nd Game – 

North won 21-2

	North –Kristen Nichols

	Jan. 3
(game rescheduled)
	SC
	VECC 14-8/ SC 9-8 (12 innings)
	VECC – Dave Guertin, 

    Tom Degnitz, Shirley Miller, Scott Miller;
SC - Eric Ruch

	Jan. 9
	VECC
	ML 7-2/ML 6-4
	VECC- Dave Novinger,        Shirley Miller

	Jan. 16
	FUM
	FUM 6-1/FUM 6-3 
	FUM - Susan McCleary (2); Howard Bahner 
VECC- Donna Novinger

	Jan. 23
	LUM
	LUM 11-6/13-2
	VECC - Donna Novinger
LUM - Jackie O-’Neill

	  Standings -1st half (Oct.-Dec.)
	Standings - 2nd half as of 1/17* 

	Faith U M           13 win     7 loss
	 Faith U M        5 win   1 loss

	Messiah L           13 win     7 loss
	 Messiah L        4 win   2 loss

	S John’s Luth      12 win     8 loss
	 Lykens U M      3 win   3 loss

	S Christopher      9 win     11 loss
	S Christopher   3 win   3 loss

	Lykens U M         8 win     12 loss
	S John’s             2 win   4 loss

	Valleys E C C       3 win     17 loss
	Valleys E C C    1 win   5 loss

	 * Teams need to make up January games due to weather.

	 Key         FUM – Faith U Methodist
	ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	SC – St. Christopher Lutheran
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                 FEBRUARY 2017 BIRTHDAY WISHES
  Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in February!  

          May your day be filled with love, hearts and flowers.
	1-   Hannah Klinger
	16 - David Erb, Sr.

	3 -  Robert Guzman
	19 - Whitney Faust

	  8 -  Riley Dunn
	22 - Andrew Snyder

	      Dennis Leitzel
	23 - Zachary Campbell

	        Ashlee Rickert
	24 - Hannah Gonder

	 10 - Ann Hale
	27 - Brooke Croutharmel

	 14 - Robin (Hatcher) Kreiner
	28 - Myra Hoffman

	 16 - Christine Campbell
	       Tom Lauver

	        Tom Degnitz 
	       Michelle  (Shoop) McElrath


                    FEBRUARY 2017 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	14 - Jennifer & Justin Rubendall - (8 yrs.)
	17 - Laura & Clarence Roush - (55 yrs.)

	16 - Gloria & Alvin Duttry - (15 yrs.)
	



If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
            Valentines to give your children
· Acceptance - Teach kids that you love them for who and what they are. Give this gift with a kiss.

· Self-confidence - Help children understand that they can trust themselves. Give this gift with a hug.

· Life without needless fears - Don’t let your kids see you as a worrier. Give this gift with laughter.

· Appreciation - Help children acquire a spark of gratitude and enjoy all of life. Give this gift as they go out the door.

· Faith - Introduce your children to God, the best friend they’ll ever have. Give this gift by taking them to church every Sunday.
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                 MARCH 2017 BIRTHDAY WISHES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in March!  May your day be full of

         Sunshine and warm wishes.

	 2 - Jane Baker
	19 - Seth Guertin 

	 3 - Barbara Croutharmel
	20 - Dennis Croutharmel

	   9 - Rylee Zerby
	23 - Aurora Cooper

	 10 - LaRay Croutharmel
	24 - Sherry Byerly 

	        Dave Hand
	       Greg Johnson

	   18 - Jason Faust
	27 - Judy Baker

	        Courtney Chubb 
	31 - Colleen Gonder


                      MARCH  2017 ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be

  Blessed with Love and Happiness!  
	   6 - Susan & Dale Faust - (46 yrs.)
	28 - Sherry & Matt Byerly - (19 yrs.)

	 22 - Charlene & Ed Baker - (37 yrs.)
	31 - Dixie & Bob Endy - (44 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleys@eccverizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

TURN YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR ON 

  SATURDAY, MARCH 11TH!
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                                  Lenten Living

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1 this year. Christians have observed this season of the church year since the fourth century. It’s traditionally a time of reflection, penitence and spiritual renewal before Easter.

During Lent, some Christians give up something that hinders their relationship with God. Others do something extra for their spiritual growth or make a special sacrifice. The key is to make Lent a memorable season of sincere spiritual growth - a time that can set the tone for the rest of the year.

Rather than sacrificing something for Lent - especially something easy and spiritually insignificant, such as chocolate - Patty Kirk, in Guideposts magazine, suggests finding new ways to indulge in God’s presence. Surely one can do this by having extra devotions or attending Lenten worship services. But Kirk offers these ideas:
· Spend time outdoors, sensing God’s magnificence.

· Spend time with others, extending generosity and compassion.  
Remember Jesus’ promise that when you care for others, you care for him (Matthew 25:31-46).
· Pray for the “little things,” coming before God in childlike trust and feeling peace.

· Watch attentively for God’s answers to prayer, and receive them as reminders of his presence.
· Turn anxiety into prayer. As you frame concerns as prayers and entrust them to God, you “sacrifice” the tendency to wallow in worry.
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                        A Potluck of People


Many congregations enjoy gathering for potluck dinners - meals largely unplanned, when people bring food to share. Usually, the main dishes, salads and desserts balance out. The fun is the variety mixing together on a plate and the surprise factor of what’s contributed.

Churches and communities - even families - are potlucks of a sort, too. When groups assemble, each person contributes something unique and sometimes unexpected. When all is mixed together, the whole is truly greater than the sum of the parts. A beautiful balance often results: One is a good singer, the other writes well; some are strong leaders, others dependable team members; some are traditional other innovative.  Together, it’s delicious!

Potlucks are sometimes called covered-dish dinners. But don’t keep your gifts “covered”! Share them because you’re a valued part of the whole.
        In Your Heart
If there is peace in your heart, 
    you will find it impossible to hate. 
If there is honesty in your heart, 
   you will find it impossible to judge another. 
If there is love in your heart, 
   then that is all there is. 
Fear is gone, as is judgment 
   And the desire for violence. 
3
—Kim Hauenstein 
United Protestant Campus Ministries 
Cleveland, Ohio
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