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      From the desk of Pastor Dave…      November 2016

“Do You Want To Be Made Well?”

I don’t know about you, but I don’t like going to the doctor. It’s not that I have anything against them; I just don’t like the prospect of painful tests, or even more painful treatments. Think of the endless commercials for various medications and their lists of possible side effects. I wonder if the cure is worse than the disease! And then I think of Jesus’ words from John 5 to the paralytic lying by the pool, “do you want to be made well?”


That question is more loaded than we might realize at first glance. Being made well implies more than just being healed from a disease. Along with the healing comes change and change is not something that most people embrace easily. These changes involve movement from something that is known and familiar to something that may be unknown and perhaps frightening on some level.


Imagine that you are this paralyzed man. You’ve been paralyzed for 38 years. Your days consist of lying by this pool waiting for the waters to stir so you can go in, only to be beaten to the water by someone who is more mobile. You’ve earned a living by begging and you know your status in society: not ideal, but certainly familiar. And all this will change with the healing Jesus offers. No more begging, hanging out by the pool, being seen as “less than” by the majority of society. You might even begin to wonder who you are.

              From the Pastor continued on the next page
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And that’s exactly the kind of change Jesus offers all of us with his question, “Do you want to be made well?” It’s more than just forgiveness or healing; it’s a full transformation . . . an extreme makeover if you will.


So, do you want to be made well?

In Christ’s Love,

                                                            Pastor Dave
GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
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…. New Testament reading Plan

Join us for an unforgettable journey through the New Testament! For eight weeks, VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH is exploring the New Testament together. We read five days a week and those who wish can share the journey in weekly small group gatherings.   We gather at Pastor Dave’s home on Sunday evenings at 6:30PM.                                                           We’ll immerse ourselves in every word of the New Testament—understanding it in context, experiencing it in community. You can still get a copy of The Books of the Bible (NIV) New Testament ($5).   See the sign up sheet on the table in the church foyer or call Valleys church office at 717-896-3118. Go online for resources at CovChurch.org/CBE
Confirmation Class - Confirmation Class meets on Sunday mornings in the library at 9:00AM.
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Pastor Installation: Pastor David Guertin will be installed as Pastor of The Valleys ECC during Worship Service on Sunday, November 6, 2016.  Rev. Howard Burgoyne, ECC East Coast Conference Superintendent will participate in the service. A Covered Dish Meal will be held following the service. Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour on Saturday evening, Nov. 5th!
Thanksgiving Ingathering Service will be held on Sunday, November 20th. (Traditional Service)  Please bring non-perishable food items which will be given to the Food Bank. If anyone has a child’s wagon we can use to put the food items in, please call the church office (896-3118).
Hanging of the Greens Service will be held on Sunday, November 27th at 10:15AM - First Sunday of Advent. (Traditional Service) 
Children’s Church is on the 3rd Sunday (Nov. 20th). If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.
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              WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                                                              

	Nov. Greeters
	Scott & Theresa Miller

	Nov. Acolyte
	Alaina Snyder

	Nov. Announcer
	Bob Endy

	Nov. Offering Team (Team 11)*
	Ann Cooper (Capt.), Rahn Cooper, Doris Hand, Dave Hand


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering  if you cannot be there. On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.
	
	Nov. 6
	Nov. 13
	Nov. 20
	Nov. 27

	Lay Readers
	Cailey Crum
	Nicole Shoop
	Peggy Berra
	Various Readers - Hanging of Greens 

	Nursery Attendants
	Ann Hale
	Shirley Miller
	Donna Motter
	Theresa Miller

	Flower Sponsors
	Open
	Open
	Open
	Open


Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday or if you would like to a Worship Participant, please see Donna Novinger or Pastor Dave.  The cost for Altar Flower is $30.00. Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelop for proper credit. The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.

       November Monthly Worship Schedule 
Nov.    6th  - Traditional Worship –  Enders – Pastor David Guertin Installation Service– Food Offering                           
Nov.   13th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leader/Hymnal
Nov.  20th  - Traditional Worship – Enders- Thanksgiving/Ingathering      Service -Organist
Nov.  27th - Traditional Worship –– Hanging of the Greens Service

                   -  Organist - Mission Offering 
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November is the last month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD”. NOVEMBER’S topic is “ALPHA AND OMEGA”. NOVEMBER’S scriptures are from Acts.   

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for September and October.  Please join us.

Nov. 6 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed Dobbin
TOPIC – Everything Brand New     SCRIPTURE – Revelation 21:1-8

Nov. 13- DISCUSSION LEADER – Ken Bechtel
TOPIC – I See a New Jerusalem  SCRIPTURE – Revelation 21:9-14, 22-27

Nov. 20 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Bob Endy 
TOPIC – Life and Healing      SCRIPTURE – Revelation 22:1-7

Nov. 27 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed & Peggy Berra
TOPIC – Alpha and Omega   SCRIPTURE – Revelation 22:12-21

The lessons for November help us to realize God reveals His will in different ways and He is everywhere. God loves everyone and wants all people to come back to him. It is up to us to be what God wants us to be and who we are to become and to fulfill God’s purpose for us. Please join us.
Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary. 
 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 

Adult Class - Social Hall               

Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   

Confirmation Class - Library 

Friends In Faith - Computer Room

      Youth Classes - Nursery & Sunday School Rooms
              SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .
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Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church narthex. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .        

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and well attended each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. 
Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.           
     Menu for:
Nov. 10, 2015  –  Spaghetti, Salad, Dinner Roll, Dessert, Drinks. 
       Halifax Girl Scout troops will be making and serving the meal.
Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
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MISSION INSITE
Mission Insite is a one-of-a-kind resource to help us understand our neighbors . . . who they are, what they like, and what their needs are.  The accumulated data that Mission Insite has at their disposal is ours for a more targeted and effective outreach strategy.

Each leader must register for their own personal use on their computer.

To login go to www.missioninsite.com

The registration code is 4XKLD

You will be asked to select the city (Halifax) and the Conference (East Coast Conference)


You will then setup your own username and password.

COVENANT MISSIONARIES Fred and Kelly Prudek recently shared their mission experience of their years in the mission field in another country. Members of Valleys were excited and blessed to spend time with them again and hear how God has blessed their ministry. As they retire from their overseas ministry we pray for God’s guidance in wherever God leads them. 
Food Bank Update: Items needed (especially with Thanksgiving and Christmas coming): (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); boxed filling; gravy (jar/can/mix); canned vegetables, peanut butter and jelly, soups, pastas, cake, cookie, brownie, (mixes); pie (dough mixes and filling - fruit, pumpkin, etc.); cake icing; canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna, Mac & cheese; and canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items.  Please bring your donations to Valleys to be blessed on the 1st Sunday of the month.  Food Banks are still really in need of food due to an increased number of people in need!
Thank you for your continued support!  
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.  
HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS . . .           Page 8
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PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM. 
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Covenant Community Bible Experience Group (CCBE) gathers at Pastor Dave’s home on Sunday evenings at 6:30PM.  Join us!
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team, and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Mike Crum
_________________________________________________________
Choir practice is on Wednesday evenings at 7:30PM. No choir practice on Nov. 16th. The Choir sings during Traditional Worship Sundays. If you like to sing, please join us - we welcome new choir members!
Order Christmas Poinsettias: Please see Gloria Duttry November 20th, 27th, and December 4th to order a Christmas Poinsettia following Sunday worship services. A Poster with sizes and colors is posted on the bulletin board in the foyer.
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Pastor Installation: Pastor David Guertin will be installed as Pastor of The Valleys ECC during Worship Service on Sunday, November 6, 2016.  Rev. Howard Burgoyne, ECC East Coast Conference Superintendent will participate in the service. A Covered Dish Meal will be held following the service.

Fellowship Group Meeting – The Fellowship Group will meet following the Covered Dish Meal on Sunday, November 6th.
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


Youth Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month Nov. 13th and 27th. 

If anyone would like to help the youth group makes mats out of plastic bags for homeless people (to sleep on), please see Marie Herb.  We still have an overabundance of bags, so please do not bring any plastic bags into the church at this time.   

Mark your calendar – Mr. Sticky will be at The Valleys on Mon. November 14th and Tues. Nov. 15th! Pick up your sticky buns from 6:00AM to 1:00PM both days! Cost: $3:00 per bun.

Call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to order.  Please call bulk orders in by Monday morning, November 7th. (You may still call in to add orders until Friday, Nov. 11th.)
Preparing for Advent – The First Sunday of Advent is on November 27th and that is also our Hanging of the Greens Service at Valleys.  Helpers are needed to put up the Christmas tree (at least 3-4 men are needed to put the tree up) and decorate the sanctuary/church prior to that service. If you are willing to help, please see Donna Novinger. 
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:        
Gary Fetterhoff; Ritchie Moorhead; Mary Cooke; Janette Leitzel; Jane & Sally Baker; Tom Lauver; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Hannah Klinger; Gail Shertzer; Esther Masser;  Elmer & Nancy Feidt; Tom Hale; Aliyia Shoop; *Corrine Heinbaugh; *Tricia & Kevin Hammaker.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins:  Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman; June Wiest
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Dave or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Dave if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
____________________________________________________________________________________
Thank You


For all the love, prayers, concerns and kindness shown at this difficult time – the passing of Kermit Masser. I wish to say thank you and God bless you.

                                           Esther Masser and Family
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
From Valleys Church Office…

NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the November 2016 newsletter to the church secretary by Tuesday, November 15th!
Valleys Church Office will be closed on Thanksgiving Day, November 24th.
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SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C. They meet in the multipurpose (meeting) room. Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  
Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM – November Leader is Pastor Dave Guertin.
Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  If you would like to sign up for Meals on Wheels or need more information or you would like to volunteer to be a Meals on Wheels driver, please see Barbara Lauver. 

Pinochle Card Parties have been cancelled for November and December. The next card party will be held on Wed. January 18, 2017.
Senior Center will be closed Election Day, Nov. 8th, Veterans Day, Nov. 11th, and Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 24th.

Zumba Fitness meets at Valleys on Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) and regular Zumba (7:00PM).
DON’T FORGET TO TURN BACK YOUR CLOCKS on Saturday, November 5th!!
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Dartball:  The 2016/2017 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball season began 0n October 3rd. Valleys can always use some additional players.  See Scott Miller if you would like to learn more about Dartball.  Listed below are the game results and standings,

	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	Oct. 3
	SC
	  VECC 3-2 /SC 7-5    
	VECC – Shirley Miller      
 SC – Robin Dietrich               

	Oct. 10
	VECC
	  ML 6-3 / ML 9-4
	 VECC - Scott Miller,
 Donna Novinger

	Oct. 17
	FUM
	  FUM 6-1/FUM 6-2         
	FUM – Kathy Campbell 
    VECC – Donna Novinger           

	Oct. 24
	LUM
	  LUM 7-2/VECC 7-4
	LUM - Logan O’Neill
VECC - Dave Novinger,   Donna Novinger

	Oct. 31
	SJ
	  SJ 2-1/ SJ 13-3
	SJ - Sam Tonkin (2)

	  Standings -1st half as of 10/24/16
	

	Faith U M           7  win   3 loss
	 

	Messiah              7 win    3 loss
	

	S John’s               6 win    4 loss
	 

	S Christopher     4 win    6 loss
	

	Lykens UM         4 win     5 loss
	

	Valleys ECC        2 win     6 loss
	 

	 

	 Key         FUM – Faith U Methodist
	 ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	 SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	 SC – St. Christopher Lutheran
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                   NOVEMBER 2016 BIRTHDAY WISHES                

Happy Birthday to everyone born in November!   May you be surrounded with love and happiness.

	1 - Susan Snyder
	14 - Gloria Duttry

	4 - Sue Maichle
	19 - Bryce Gonder

	      Ashleigh Cooper
	       Gail Shertzer

	       Michelle Cooper
	24 - Emmett Witmer

	  8 - Tiffany Rickert
	26 - Robert (Pete) Bryson

	10 - Dave Guertin
	       Faith Byerly

	14 - Vickie Snyder
	30 - Donna Donahue-Moorhead


                     NOVEMBER 2016 ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

be blessed with Love and Happiness!

	19 - Vickie & Gary Snyder- (38 yrs.) 
	24- Gail & Charlie Shertzer - (53 yrs.) 


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
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I’m grateful for …

    In November 2014, many Facebook users accepted a gratitude challenge, posting what they were most thankful for. An anonymous analysis of the posts revealed the top answers: friends (not surprisingly, for a social-media site), family and health.

    Stat-by state results garnered the most interest, though. Arizona residents were most thankful for the rain, for example, while Hawaiians gave thanks for rainbows. People in the Northeast were grateful for living near the beach, while those in the Bible belt expressed gratitude for mercy, salvation and God’s Word.

    Top thankfulness topics in other states ranged from YouTube and country music to “upbringing” and in-laws. 
    What are you most thankful for, and why? How has the answer changed throughout your life?

                            Forgive and let go
Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, was said to never hold grudges. One day someone reminded her of an offense that another person had committed against her. “Don’t you remember?” the friend pressed. “No,” Barton replied. “I distinctly remember forgetting that.”

     Forgiving and forgetting are not precisely the same. While God declares that he’ll “remember [our] sin no more” (Jeremiah 31:34, it’s tough for humans to completely forget harm done to us, even when we want to forgive.

    On the other hand, like Barton, we can consciously choose not to ruminate on an offense, as a cow does its cud. We can opt not to bring up past hurts during present disagreements, and we can intentionally not recount someone’s sin to a third party, hoping they’ll take our side. In the process of “choosing to forget” the wrong done to us, surely we’ll also find it easier to forgive.
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                                            Veteran’s Day

On Veterans Day this year, let us remember and honor those men and women who gave of themselves, and let us continue to pray for our men and women currently serving in the military. 

If you see a veteran, please take a moment to thank them for their service
                       The Beginning of Advent

        November is the month of Thanksgiving, but it often also includes the beginning of a new church year. This year, November 27 is the first Sunday of Advent. The season of Advent is about Jesus, the Word, “coming.” It’s about anticipating and preparing for Christ’s arrival.

        God comes to us in many and various ways. He speaks to us through the prophets and saints. He comes and speaks to us when we are listening. He comes in the beauty and mysteries of nature. Most of all, God comes in the person of Christ, speaking to his listeners face to face.

        Pastor Edmund Steimle put it this way: “The Christian story is a story of God coming into the middle of life, of our lives, opening the dialogue with us.”

       That’s what Advent is really about: God visiting the earth in person to speak with anyone and everyone who is ready to do so.
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