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How to pray

Pray where you are, God is present everywhere and ready to listen.

Pray, when possible, in a quiet place where you can be alone. It is good to fix your mind deliberately on God, apart from confusing distractions.

Pray to God simply and naturally, as to a friend. Tell him what is on your mind. Get help from the prayers of others.

Pray, remembering the good things God has done for you. Give thanks for all your blessings.

Pray for God’s forgiveness for the unworthy things you may have done. He is near to a humble and contrite heart.

Pray especially for those things that will make your life more Christlike.

Pray for others, remembering the help they need for the situations they confront.

Pray for the world in its need, and for God to guide you toward ways you can help.

Pray that God’s will be done in you. His purposes are deeper and wiser than our own.

Pray, and then allow yourself time to listen for God’s voice or presence to minister to you or try journaling what you hear or experience from God.
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Bible Quiz

Numbers 22 contains a little-known account of Balak, king of Moab, and Balaam, a practitioner of divination. Feeling threatened by the Israelites’ presence near his land, Balak summons Balaam to come and curse them. What strange event does God use to get Balaam’s attention so that he blessed, rather than curses, Israel?

A. Balak’s men turn into pillars of salt. 
B. The sun stands still in the sky. 
C. Balaam’s donkey speaks to him. 
D. An angel makes Balaam mute. 

Answer:  (See Numbers 22:22-35, especially 28 and 30.)

A timely reminder

During one of our frequent phone calls, my 95-year-old mother related what had happened during the previous night. She’d awakened and glanced at the oversized digital clock on her nightstand. It read 3:16 a.m.

Immediately her mind went to John 3:16, the Bible’s most well-know verse. She lay back down and recited it from memory. She drifted back to sleep but awoke again momentarily. The clock read 3:20, so she though of Jesus’ invitation in Revelation 3:20.

Again, Mom fell asleep, only to awaken about an hour later. (The Spirit was active on this night!) It was 4:19, so she thought of a favorite verse: Philippians 4:19. Eventually she arose and started the new day with God’s Word ringing in her heart and mind.

Mother has been a faithful student of God’s Word all her life. Now, as she draws closer to her departure on the Gloryland Express, that Word sustains her. It’s her daily bread and her nightly portion – meditated by an illuminated clock with bright red numerals.

- Timothy Merrill
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Holy Communion (Altar Communion) will be administered on June 5 (Traditional Worship). A covered dish meal will follow the Worship service to give our members an opportunity to thank Pastor Deb for her service to The Valleys, to bid her farewell and offer best wishes for her future ministry.
If Pastoral Care is needed it will be covered by pastors in the Halifax Ministerium and the Worship Committee is scheduling pulpit supply to cover Sunday services until our called pastor begins serving at Valleys.
Sunday, June 12 - Members of the Valleys will be given an opportunity to worship with Reverend David Guertin and to vote on whether this is the right fit of Pastors for The Valleys during the Worship Service. A covered dish dinner will be held on Saturday, June 11, 2016 at 5:30PM, to give our members an opportunity to meet and greet Reverend Guertin and his family.   Please make every effort to attend both opportunities to meet Rev. Guertin.         
Children’s Church – Check the bulletins to see when there will be Children’s Church in June, July and August.
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           WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                                                              



                    Worship Support Team    
   
June 2016 Greeters:  Mike Crum and Dave Novinger.
   June Acolyte: Brooke Croutharmel  June Announcer:  Bob Endy.

July 2016 Greeters: Sue Snyder and Tom Hale.
   July Acolyte: Cameron Crum. July Announcer:  Diane Shaffer.

Aug. 2016 Greeters: To be announced.
   Aug. Acolyte: Alaina Snyder  Aug. Announcer:  Ed Dobbin.
  
June 2016 Offering Team (Team 6):  Charles Cichy, (Captain), Neva Cichy, to be announced, to be announced.
  
July 2016 Offering Team (Team 7):  Tom Hale, (Captain), Pete Bryson, Charlie Shertzer, Dave Novinger.

August 2016 Offering Team (Team 8):  Gloria Duttry, (Captain), Jan Shoop, Donna Novinger, Arletta Thomas.

     Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  June 5 – Marie Herb; June 12 – Ed Dobbin; June 19 – Jan Shoop; June 26 – Brooke Croutharmel; July 3 – Diane Shaffer; July 10 – Pete Bryson; July 17  – To be announced;   July 24 –  To be announced;  July 31 – Mike Crum; Aug. 7 – Doris Hand; Aug. 14 – Scott Miller; Aug. 21 – Aaron Herb; Aug. 28 – Leon Shaffer.   If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday or you would like to read scripture, please call the church secretary Donna Novinger (896-3118).   Thank you.

Nursery Attendants – June 5 – Sharon Fetterhoff; June 12 – Theresa Miller; June 19 – Donna Novinger; June 26  –  Carol Cooper; July 3 –  Neva Cichy;  July 10 –  Ann Hale; July 17  –  Donna Novinger;   July 24 –  Shirley Miller; July 31 – Donna Motter; Aug. 7 – Donna Novinger; Aug. 14 – Carol Cooper; Aug. 21 – Sharon Fetterhoff; Aug. 28 – Theresa Miller.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
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Flower Sponsors – June 5, 19, 26 – Open.  June 12 – Flowers are sponsored. July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31– Open. August 7, 21, 28 – Open. August 14 – Tom & Ann Hale. The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The 2016 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.

                         Monthly Worship

June/July/August Monthly Worship Schedule 
June   5th - Traditional Worship – Enders – Food Offering 
June 12th - Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal
June 19th - Traditional Worship – Enders
June 26th -  Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal –
                     Mission Offering 
July   3rd  - Traditional Worship – Enders –  Food Offering

July 10th  - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal

July 17th  - Traditional Worship – Hymnal
July 24th  - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                      Mission Offering 
July 31st  - Traditional Worship – Enders 
Aug.  7th  - Traditional Worship – Enders –  Food Offering
Aug.  14th - Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal

Aug. 21st  - Traditional Worship – Enders
Aug. 28th - Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal -

                     Mission Offering 
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June is the first month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “Toward a New Creation”. JUNE’S topic is “Judgment and Salvation”. JUNE’S scriptures are from Zephaniah.   JULY is the second month of the quarter. JULY’S topic is “A World Gone Wrong and A Life on God’s Terms”.  JULY’S scriptures are from Romans.  AUGUST’S topic is “Life on God’s Terms”.  AUGUST’S scriptures are from Romans.

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for June, July and August.  Please join us.

June 5 - DISCUSSION LEADER – To be announced
TOPIC – The Day of the Lord    SCRIPTURE – Zephaniah 1:4-6, 14-16; 2:3

June 12 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed & Peggy Berra
TOPIC – The Consequences of Disobedience   
                                                      SCRIPTURE – Zephaniah 3:6-8

June 19 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Father’s Day – To be announced 
TOPIC – Assurances and Joy for the Faithful      
                                                      SCRIPTURE – Zephaniah 3:9-14, 20

June 26 - DISCUSSION LEADER – To be announced
TOPIC – Ignoring God’s Plain Truth   SCRIPTURE – Romans 1:18-23, 28-32

July 3 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Sharon Fetterhoff
TOPIC- Ignoring God’s Truth Within Us   SCRIPTURE – Romans 2:17-29 

July 10 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Marie Herb
TOPIC- We Are All Under Sin’s Power  SCRIPTURE – Romans 3:9-20

July 17 - DISCUSSION LEADERS – Donna Novinger
TOPIC- God Set Things Right    SCRIPTURE – Romans 3:21-31
        July 24 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Dave Novinger 
TOPIC- Not Without Hope     SCRIPTURE Romans 5:1-11                                            
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      July 31 - 
DISCUSSION LEADER – Bob Endy
 TOPIC- Death Becomes Life      SCRIPTURE Romans 6:1-4, 12-14, 17-23


Aug. 7 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed Dobbin 
TOPIC- Safe in God’s Love      SCRIPTURE – Romans 8:28-39
       Aug. 14 - DISCUSSION LEADER –  To be announced
TOPIC- Living Under God’s Mercy     SCRIPTURE – Romans 9:6-18

Aug. 21 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ken Bechtel 
TOPIC- God Prunes and Grafts      SCRIPTURE – Romans 11:11-24

Aug. 28 - DISCUSSION LEADER – To be announced
TOPIC- Love Fulfills the Law      SCRIPTURE – Romans 12:1-2; 13:8-10

The lessons for June, July and August remind us to place God first in our lives; to repent of our sin, ask forgiveness, to seek God’s plan for our lives and to share God’s love with others.   Please join us.
Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary. 
 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 

Adult Class - Social Hall  

Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   

Friends In Faith  - Computer Room 
      SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church narthex. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .       Page 8 

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and well attended each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. 
Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.             
     Menus for:
June 14, 2016 – Cheese Ravioli w/meat sauce, Salad, Garlic Bread, Tropical Fruit Salad, Dessert, Drinks.
                                     (Valleys Youth Group will assist in preparation)

July 12, 2016 – Beef Vegetable Soup, Toasted Cheese  Sandwich, Salad, Fruit, Dessert, Drinks.

August 9, 2016 – Hot Dogs, Baked Beans, Chips, Fruit, Dessert, Drinks.
Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
Summer Food Service Program: Valleys is participating with the Summer Food-4-Familes Program in conjunction with the Halifax School District, other area churches and community organizations to provide a (free) nutritious, well-balanced lunch to children and their families. 
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“Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale has been set for Friday August 19th (10:00AM to 7PM) and Saturday, August 20th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) at The Valleys. 

Donations of clean, gently used clothing (or new) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, school supplies (crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), tablets, composition books, pencil bag or box, and tissues will be accepted in July and August.  Helpers are needed to sort clothing for the end of July and in August.

We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 
      If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118..
MISSION INSITE
Mission Insite is a one-of-a-kind resource to help us understand our neighbors . . . who they are, what they like, and what their needs are.  The accumulated data that Mission Insite has at their disposal is ours for a more targeted and effective outreach strategy.

Each leader must register for their own personal use on their computer.

To login go to www.missioninsite.com

The registration code is 4XKLD

You will be asked to select the city (Halifax) and the Conference (East Coast Conference)


You will then setup your own username and password.

Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
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Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.  
HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS          
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month  at 6:30PM. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team, and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Mike Crum
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
************************************************************************************                                
ASSISTANT CHURCH SECRETARY:  The Valleys EC Church is looking for a qualified candidate for the position of Assistant Church Secretary.  Hours are limited and will be on an as needed basis.  The individual will fill-in for the Church Secretary when she is unavailable.  Good computer and phone skills are a priority for this position.  Qualified candidates may submit a letter of interest to the church office.

************************************************************************************
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Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


Youth Group may meet only once a month over the summer.  Tentative dates to meet or outings: June 12 (time to be determined); June 26 – Ferry Outing; July 10  - Bowling (afternoon). August  - Geo Caching (date to be determined).

If anyone would like to help the youth group makes mats out of plastic bags for homeless people (to sleep on), please see  Marie Herb or Mike Crum.  We still have an overabundance of bags, so please do not bring any plastic bags into the church at this time.   


The Youth Group has scheduled some ‘fun outings’ this summer. (Check upcoming bulletins.)
     CONGRATULATIONS 2016 GRADUATES!
         MEET THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Cameron Crum - Son of Mike and Brandi Crum, graduates from Upper Dauphin Area High School. Cameron plans to go to Harrisburg Area Community College and then transfer to college for Music Technology.

Activities: National Honor Society, Track, and Soccer.
Congratulations Cameron and to all area graduates on this wonderful milestone in your lives! May you receive many blessings from God on your journey in life! 

            ***************************************
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Fellowship Group Meal and Meeting - The Fellowship Meal will be held on June 5th and August 7th following Traditional Worship Service.  Please bring a covered dish to share (meat, vegetable or a casserole) and also a dessert.   No meal or meeting will be held in August.

Meet the PASTORAL CANDIDATE: A covered dish dinner (Hamburg BBQ will be provided) will be held on Saturday, June 11, 2016 at 5:30PM, to give our members an opportunity to meet and greet Reverend David Guertin and his family.  Members of the Valleys will be given an opportunity to worship with Reverend Guertin and to vote on whether this is the right fit of Pastors for The Valleys on Sunday, June 12 during the Worship Service. It is sincerely hoped that all members of The Valleys will avail themselves to these opportunities to meet and hear Reverend Guertin.
Father’s Day Breakfast will be held on Sunday, June 19th at 8:00AM.  Bring your favorite guy (and the rest of the family) and enjoy breakfast and fellowship! (Women will put egg bake together on Sat. June 18th at 9:00AM.) See Donna Novinger if you can help.
ECC Annual Meeting will be held in Phoenix, AZ on June 25th, 26th, and 27th.   
Vacation Bible School (for ages 2 thru 11) has been set for Saturday, July 30th from 9:00AM to 3:00PM at Valleys.  The theme is VBS Thailand. Helpers are needed for teaching, group helpers, crafts, helpers in the kitchen.  Please see Sue Faust if you wish to help in any way.  Call the church office (717-896-3118) to register or more information.
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:       Norine Goss & Family; Bob Miller Family; Hannah Klinger; Donna & Ritchie Moorhead; Jane Baker; Elmer & Nancy Feidt; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Kermit Masser, (Tremont Health & Rehab. Center); Esther Masser; Ken Klett; Gary Fetterhoff; Gail Shertzer;  Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; Tom Lauver; Aliyia Shoop; Etta Miller; Dave Miller Sr.; Pastoral Search Committee.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins:  Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman.
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (717-896-3118).
Sympathy to Families in our congregation– 
We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to
 Family and friends of John Shoop who went to be with the Lord on April 3rd. 
Family and Friends of Bob Miller who went to be with the Lord on April 25th. 

Norine Goss and Allison & William Tucci and family and friends as Norine’s husband, Allen went to be with the Lord on April 26th.

Vickie Shoffler and family as Vickie’s brother Dallas Bouder and his wife Jessie went to be with the Lord in the past month.

     May God comfort and sustain these families at this time.
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SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 8:30AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C (card games are played from 8:30-10:00AM for anyone who wishes to play card games).   They meet in the multipurpose (meeting) room. Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM – June Leader: Gerry Hile; July Leader: Dave Novinger; August Leader: To be announced.
 Please Note:  As of June 30, the Senior Center will no longer be able to collect coupons for the military.
Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center or for more information. 
If anyone is interested in playing chess one day a week, please contact Ann Hale.



Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month (June 15th, July 20th, and August 17th) from Noon - 3:00PM.
Zumba: Zumba Fitness meets Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM).   Please note: Zumba will meet at the Valleys in June but there will be no Zumba during July and August. Zumba will begin again in September.
2015/2016 Dartball Season ended in March.  They will meet on July 11th (2nd Monday of month) at St. Christopher Lutheran (Lykens) at 7:30PM for Summer Dartball (August 10th location will be announced).  The 2015/2016 season will begin in October.
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                       JUNE 2016 BIRTHDAY WISHES

Happy Birthday to everyone born in June!  May summer breezes 


blow love and happiness to you.
	1 - Gary Fetterhoff
	17 - June Wiest

	3 - Nikki (Herb) Lehr
	20 - Gerry Wiest

	       Madeline (Snyder) Pellman
	        Nick Wiest

	 5 - Jennifer (Rickert) Rubendall
	25 - Charlie Shertzer

	 7 - Rhett Cooper
	        Laura Roush

	   8 - Dave Novinger
	26 - Ashlea Guzman

	 12 - Madisyn Rubendall
	28 - Jaime Berra

	 13 - Peggy Berra
	       29 - Marissa Faust

	 17 – Tom Hale
	


                            JUNE 2016 ANNIVERSARIES

   
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

   
following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

   
be blessed with Love and Happiness!

	  3 - Matt & Jessica Faust (22 yrs.)
	16 – Michael & Amy Witmer (9 yrs.)

	      Neva & Chuck Cichy (38 yrs.)
	19 - Rhett & Michele Cooper (6 yrs.)

	  4 - Nikki & Ryan Lehr (5 yr.)
	22 - Elmer & Nancy Feidt (13 yrs.)

	  6 - Donna & Ritchie Moorhead (2 yrs.)
	28 - Joseph & Robin Kreiner (8 yr.) 

	12 - Andrew & Barbra Snyder (12 yrs.)
	28 - Jan & Brian Quinn (2 yrs.)

	14 - Ken & Mary Zeigler (14 yrs)
	29 - Tom & Barbara Lauver (53 yrs.)


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
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                           JULY 2016  BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in July!  

    May your day be warm with love and happiness.
	1 - Emily Lesher
	15 - Ann Cooper

	     Carol Witmer
	16 - Alvin Duttry

	   2 - Ryan Cooper
	20 - Carla Baker

	 6 - Rachael Bryson
	23 - Barbra Snyder

	        Mark Lee Byerly
	24 - Sue Faust

	   7 - Nancy Yutronich
	26 - Heidi Herb

	   9 – Kayla Gonder
	29 - Clarence Roush

	 14 – Cadienne Crum
	        Emma Baker


                            JULY 2016 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 

	8 - Carol & Bob Knight (35 yrs.)
	17 - Patty & Ryan Hummel (5 yrs.)

	13 - Jaime & Josh Berra (13 yrs.)
	24 - Ryan & Jodi Cooper (5 yrs.)

	  16 - Ryan & Melanie Cichy (6 yrs.)
	28 - Judy & Ken Baker (16 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net   and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the September/October 2016 newsletter to the church secretary by Sunday, August 15th!
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                  AUGUST 2016 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Happy Birthday to everyone born in August!  May summer breezes 

and love and happiness warn your day.
	 4 -  Brandi Crum
	19 - Allison Kenawell

	  7 -  David Faust
	20 - Joanne Enders

	   9 -  Rylan Cooper
	23 - Betty Lebo

	 11 -  Matt Faust
	       Russ Miller

	 14 -  Marie Herb
	       Sarah Degnitz

	         Riley Nicole Herb
	25 - Sarah Graff

	   17 - Cameron Crum     
	29 - Bailey Dunn

	 18 - Leon Shaffer
	


                      AUGUST 2016 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to all the wonderful couples listed below on their special day!  May you be blessed with many beautiful anniversaries! 

	11 - Jennifer & Brian Franklin (4 yrs.)
	25 - Rachael & Pete Bryson (43 yrs.)

	16 - Ann & Tom Hale (14 yrs.)
	29 - Ann & Rahn Cooper (46 yrs.)

	21 - Brandi & Mike Crum (17 yrs.)
	30 - Carol & Renny Witmer (42 yrs.)

	23 - Lori & Tom Degnitz (36 yrs.)
	31- Andrea & Michael Kenawell (13 yrs)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net   and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

BEHAVIORAL COVENANT GUIDELINES Valleys ECC

Guidelines For Loving Relationships And Values 

To Guide Our Interaction

    At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church …


We seek to build each other up and not tear each other down.


We respect and honor the office of pastor and other lay leaders.


We seek to communicate clearly, completely, and directly.


We offer our opinions with clarity and humility.


We seek to listen to the opinions of others with respect.


We make positive investments in each other’s lives.


We believe the best in each other and give each other the benefit of the doubt.


We seek to discover what is best for our church as a whole - not what may be best for us or for some small groups in the church.


We accept disagreement, conflict, and evaluation as normal and natural.


We are committed to being inconvenienced for the sake of the gospel.

BEHAVORIAL COVENANT GUIDELINES (continued)
Colossians 3:12-17

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues, put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body, you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

1 Thessalonians 5:12-26
“Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord, and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else.

Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and He will do it. Brothers, pray for us. Greet all the brothers with a hold kiss. I charge you before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers.”

RESPONDING TO CONFLICT BIBLICALLY

As people reconciled to God by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we believe that we are called to respond to conflict in a way that is remarkably different from the way the world deals with conflict (Matthew 5:9; Luke 6:27-36; Galatians 5:19-26). 


We also believe that conflict provides opportunities to:

· 1.  Glorify God

· 2.  Serve other people

· 3.  Grow to be more like Christ

Therefore, in response to God’s love and in reliance on his grace, we commit ourselves to responding to conflict according to Biblical Principles.

            FOUR G’s in Responding to Conflict Biblically

Glorify God
Instead of focusing on our own desires or dwelling on what others may do, we will rejoice in the Lord and bring him praise by depending on his forgiveness, wisdom, power, and love, as we seek to faithfully obey his commands and maintain a loving, merciful, and forgiving attitude (Psalms. 37:1-6; Mark 11:25; John14:15; Romans 12:17-21; 1 Corinthians 10:31; Philippians 4:2-9; Colossians 2:1-4; James 3:17-18; 4:1-3; 1 Peter 2:12).

Get the log Out of Your Eye
Instead of blaming others for a conflict or resisting correction, we will trust in God’s mercy and take responsibility for our own contribution to conflicts--confessing our sins to those we have wronged, asking God to help us change any attitudes and habits that lead to conflict, and seeking to repair any harm we have caused (Proverbs 28:13; Matthew 7:3-5; Luke 19:8; Colossians 3:5-14; 1 John 1:8-9).

RESPONDING TO CONFLICT BIBLICALLY  (Continued)

Gently Restore
Instead pretending that conflict doesn’t exist or talking about others behind their backs, we will overlook minor offenses or we will talk personally and graciously with those whose offenses seem too serious to overlook, seeking to restore them rather than condemn them. When a conflict with a Christian brother or sister cannot be resolved in private, we will ask mature Elders in the body of Christ to help us settle the matter in a biblical manner (Proverbs 19:11; Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 6:1-8; Galatians 6:1-2; Ephesians 4:29; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; James 5:9).

Go and Be Reconciled
Instead of accepting premature compromise or allowing relationships to wither, we will actively pursue genuine peace and reconciliation--forgiving others as God, for Christ’s sake, has forgiven us, and seeking just and mutually beneficial solutions to our differences (Matthew 5:23-24; 6-12; 7:12; Ephesians 4:1-3; Philippians 2:3-4).

             Seven A’s of a Biblical Confession

Matthew 7:3-5; 1 John 1:8-9; Proverbs 28:13

address  the person(s) involved 

AVOID “if”, “but”, and “maybe” in our language

ADMIT specifically what we are confessing to

ACNOWLDEGE the hurt we caused

ACCEPT the consequences to make things right

ALTER your behavior

ASK for forgiveness

     Four Promises of Forgiveness when a Biblical Confession 

           takes place

Matthew 6:12; 1 Corinthians 13:5; Ephesians 4:32

I will not dwell on this incident.

I will not bring this incident up and use it against you.

I will not talk to others about this incident.

I will not allow this incident to stand between us or hinder our personal relationship.
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