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      From the perch of Pastor Deb…       
April/May 2016

We all need faith for desperate times. Desperation is not the same as despair.

Personally, I seem to need faith every hour, every day, every new short term or long term ministry call, and with each and every new relationship and friendship. Hebrews 11:6 reminds me/us, “Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”


VECC is in a season of seeking God and building faith as you pray for the Search Committee to be led to your next permanent pastor. As I pray for you I am reminded of all the persons in Scripture who needed faith in times of seeking, especially when things felt or looked desperate. Psalm 107 is filled with stories of God’s lavish love for human beings who were desperately seeking Him. Some times it was when they were near “their wits” end (107”27) when they saw God’s power at work.


I read the promise made to a couple (Abram and Sarai) that their descendants would be “as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore” (Heb 11:12). Yet Sarah remained childless until she was 90 years old and Abraham was 100 years old.

                             (continued on next page)
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I stand in awe in the darkness of Gethsemane where Jesus prays in earnest desperation for His Father to make another way for human salvation than him being the “sin bearer” for us all. He made his desperate prayer known. Then He listened for His Father’s answer. It would be the cross of suffering for Jesus with him as the sacrifice for human sin. Jesus does not despair in his desperation.


Desperation and despair are not the same things! Faith in God comes into desperation and calls us away from sliding down the slippery slope of despair. May VECC join me in not entering despair about an unknown future, but instead embrace bold faith that our God is more than able to lead us forward into His plans and purposes for us.

                                                                       Warmly,





                                   Pastor Deb
GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
Bible Quiz

Complete the following Bible verse: “A gentle answer turns away _____, but a harsh word stirs up _____.” 

A. an argument; obedience 
B. wrath; anger 
C. jealousy; resentment 
D. falsehood; truth 

Answer: See Proverbs 15:1, NIV.
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays - Learn Praise Hymns 15 minutes before Blended Worship begins.

Affirmation of Infant Baptism Covenant:

     If you were baptized as an infant and wish to give a public, adult witness of your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ in our worship service at Valleys ECC, please call Pastor Deb at the church office (717-896-3118).  These are profound and precious events in the Body of Christ where adult believers who were baptized as infants have an opportunity to give a clear witness of their faith in Christ and commitment to continue to follow Him as Lord and Savior. 


Affirmation will take place on Sunday, April 10, 2016 during 10:15AM Blended Service.

Children’s Church will be on the following Sundays in April and May: April 10th and 24th; May 8th and 22nd. (Dates may change, please check weekly bulletins.) If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please call the church office (717-896-3118).
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           WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                                                              



                    Worship Support Team    
   
April 2016 Greeters: Leon Shaffer and Doris Hand
   Apr. Acolyte: Cameron Crum   Apr. Announcer:  Ed Dobbin

May 2016 Greeters: Sue Faust and Carol Knight
   May Acolyte: Alaina Snyder   May Announcer:  Arletta Thomas
  
April 2016 Offering Team (Team 4):  Diane Shaffer, (Captain), Leon Shaffer, Carolyn Nye, Ken Bechtel.
  
May 2016 Offering Team (Team 5):  Sue Faust, (Captain), Dale Faust, Carol Cooper, To be announced.
     Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  Apr. 3 – Laura Roush; Apr. 10 – Sandy Zimmerman; Apr. 17 – Bridget Campbell; Apr. 24 – Ann Cooper; May 1 – Lydia Faust; May 8 – To be announced; May 15  – Arletta Thomas;   May 22 –  Gerry Wiest; May 29 – Ed Dobbin.  If you would like to read scripture, or you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call the church office (896-3118). . Thank you.

Nursery Attendants – Apr. 3 – Carol Cooper; Apr. 10 – Ann Hale; Apr. 17 – Neva Cichy; Apr. 24 – Theresa Miller; May 1 –  Patty Hummel;  May 8 – Shirley Miller; May 15  –  Donna Motter;   May 22 –  Brandi Crum; Mar. 29 – Marie Herb.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
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Flower Sponsors – Apr. 3 – Matt & Jessi Faust; Apr. 10, Apr. 17, and Apr. 24 – Open; May 1 - Open,  May 8 – Dave & Donna Novinger; May 15 – Leon & Diane Shaffer, May 22, and May 29 – Open. The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The 2016 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.

                         Monthly Worship

February/March Monthly Worship Schedule 
Apr. 3rd - Traditional Worship – Enders - Food Offering – 
                     Marie Herb, Lay Speaker
Apr. 10th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal
Apr. 17th - Traditional Worship – Enders
Apr. 24th - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                     Mission Offering 
May   1st - Traditional Worship – Enders - Food Offering

May  8th - Mother’s Day - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal

May 15th - Traditional Worship – Enders

May 22nd - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                      Mission Offering 
May 29th - Traditional Worship – Hymnal
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 Adult Sunday School April/May Preview [image: image3.png]




APRIL is the second month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “THE GIFT OF FAITH”. APRIL’S topic is “RESTORATIVE FAITH”. APRIL’S scriptures are from LUKE.   MAY is the last month of the quarter. MAY’S topic is “FULLNESS OF FAITH”.  MAY’S scriptures are from LUKE and MARK.

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for February and March.  Please join us.

Apr. 3 – DISCUSSION LEADER – Sharon Fetterhoff
TOPIC Renewed Health     SCRIPTURE – Luke 7:1-10


Apr. 10 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Donna Novinger
TOPIC – A Reversal of Shame     SCRIPTURE – Luke 7:36-50

Apr. 17 - DISCUSSION LEADER – To be announced 
TOPIC – A Sound Mind      SCRIPTURE – Luke 8:26-36

Apr. 24 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Bob Endy
TOPIC – A Family Reunion    SCRIPTURE – Luke 15:11-32

May 1 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ken Bechtel
TOPIC- Increased Faith     SCRIPTURE – Luke 17:1-10 

May 8 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Mothers Day – To be announced
TOPIC- Grateful Faith       SCRIPTURE – Luke 17:11-19

May 15 - DISCUSSION LEADERS – Ann Cooper
TOPIC- Humble Faith        SCRIPTURE – Luke 18:9-14

May 22 - DISCUSSION LEADER –  Ed Dobbin
TOPIC- Childlike Faith     SCRIPTURE – Mark 10:16; Luke 18:15-17
      May 29 - DISCUSSION LEADER – To be announced 
TOPIC- Joyous Faith        SCRIPTURE – Luke 19:1-10            
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The lessons for April and May remind us to encourage and pray for others whether they are going through an illness, a time of crisis, a time of grief – they need to know someone cares about them. Also, to forgive others and reconcile with them just as Jesus forgave sinners to demonstrate God’s perfect love for all of us.  Please join us.
Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary. 
 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 

Adult Class - Social Hall  

Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   

Friends In Faith - Computer Room 

Confirmation Age Class - Library

      SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church narthex. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and attendance continues to grow each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.
April 12, 2016 – Fish, Baked Potatoes (Fish sticks and tater tots) for children, Salad, Dinner roll, Fruit Salad, Dessert, Drinks.
May 10, 2016 – Sausage, Scalloped Potatoes, Peas, Fruit, Dessert, Drinks.

Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~
Back-to-School Yard Sale: Meetings to begin preparations for the Back-to-School yard sale will be in April bulletins and more information will be in the next newsletter. Remember when you clean out your closet, donations of clean, gently used clothing will be accepted in July and August! 
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MISSION INSITE
Mission Insite is an incredible ministry tool to help us know our neighbors.  As we have been engaging and focusing our attention beyond the walls of our church in order to reach those in our community who are on God’s radar, Mission Insite is a one-of-a-kind resource to help us understand our neighbors . . . who they are, what they like, and what their needs are.  The accumulated data that Mission Insite has at their disposal is ours for a more targeted and effective outreach strategy.

The East Coast Conference has purchased access to all the demographic information offered by Mission Insite and is now available to our church leaders.  Each leader must register for their own personal use on their computer.

To login go to www.missioninsite.com

The registration code is 4XKLD

You will be asked to select the city (Halifax) and the Conference (East Coast Conference)


You will then setup your own username and password.

Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix), filling, vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.    
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PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM. 

CONFIRMAITON CLASS meets in the library each Sunday at 9:00AM.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE meets twice a month.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
April 2016 Search Committee Update: 

      The Search Committee continues to communicate with candidates and follow the process recommended by the E.C.C. The committee has met more frequently (almost a weekly basis) in the past month in order to get to know the candidates on a deeper level and to advance this part of the process at a faster pace. I know this may sound similar to a past update, but I can assure you that we are farther along than we were a month ago. This is an exciting part of the process and we appreciate your continued prayers and patience. We also are praying for your discernment when we present a recommendation to the congregation, whenever this may come. 

                       Thank you for your continued support and prayers, 

                                     Valleys Search Committee

Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team, and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Mike Crum.

                                   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


 
     Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) will meet on Apr. 10th, Apr. 24th, May 22nd, and May 17th at 6:30PM.    Bring your friends!
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Souper Bowl of Caring in February. We donated $200.00 to the Upper Dauphin Human Services. The youth group is working on making mats for homeless people.  We still have an overabundance of plastic bags.
THANK YOU: 

    Sending a huge thank you to our friends at Valleys as we continue on the post-transplant journey.   Although the challenges seem to hang around, we are so very blessed to have the love and support from our church family.  Thank you for the cards, messages, visits and prayers as we appreciate them so much.  A big thank you to the children for that most precious, special card.   God has a plan for us and we pray for his strength and guidance as we move forward.                                    With love, Allen and Norine Goss
Covenant Church East Coast Conference will be held in New Rochelle, NY on April 29th and 30th.   Our Delegates Mike Crum, Gary Snyder, and Pastor Deb will attend the conference.
Fellowship Meal  - The Fellowship Meal will be held on April 3rd and May 1st following Worship Service.  Please bring a covered dish to share (meat, vegetable or a casserole) and also a dessert.  

Mr. Sticky: Order Mr. Sticky buns by Sunday, April 3rd for bulk orders!   (Sticky buns may be ordered until April 10th. Order forms are in the church narthex. 
Mr. Sticky buns can be picked up on Monday, April 11th (6:00AM to 1:00PM) or Tuesday, April 12th (6:00AM to 1:00PM) at The Valleys!  You may also call the Valleys Church Office 717-896-3118.
Mother’s Day Breakfast will be held on Sunday, May 8th at 8:00AM.  Bring your favorite lady (and the rest of the family) and enjoy breakfast and fellowship!
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                           MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL

 
On Sunday, May 29, 2016 The Valleys ECC will have a Memorial Day Honor Roll printed in the church bulletin for the Memorial Day Sunday Service.  The deadline for these listings is Sunday, May 15, 2016.   This honor roll may be used to remember those family members or friends who have gone to be with our Heavenly Father, or it may commemorate a recent birth, or honor a graduate from high school or college or to honor a special anniversary as well.



If you wish to have a listing on the MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL, please fill out the form and return it to the church office by Sunday, May 15, 2016. 
Your Name_______________________________________________
IN LOVING MEMORY OF … ______________________________ ________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF … ________________________________________ ________________________________________________________

                          2016 GRADUATES
 The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2016 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing them during the worship service on May 29, 2016.  They will also be listed in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form and return it to the church office  no later than Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8th.
Name____________________  Parents_________________________

School or College___________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

College Degree____________________________________________

Activities & Special Honors received in school or college:
_________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________
ASSISTANT CHURCH SECRETARY:  The Valleys EC Church is looking for a qualified candidate for the position of Assistant Church Secretary.  Hours are limited and will be on an as needed basis.  The individual will fill-in for the Church Secretary when she is unavailable.  Good computer and phone skills are a priority for this position.  Qualified candidates may submit a letter of interest to the church office.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Sympathy: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts, and prayers to the family of Jim Davis who went to be with the Lord February 29th.
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: 
Family & Friends of Jim Davis; John Shoop; Jane Baker; Hannah Klinger; Allen Goss, (Lifecare);  Donna Donahue-Moorhead; Kermit Masser, (Tremont Health & Rehabilitation Center); Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Aliyia Shoop, (Brian & Nicole’s Daughter); Ken Klett; June Wiest; Gail Shertzer; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker; Esther Masser; Nancy & Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; Tom Hale; Etta & Bob Miller; Dave Miller Sr.;  Pastoral Search Committee.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins:  Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman.
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118).
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 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the June /July/August 2015 newsletter to the church secretary by Sunday, May 15th!
                                  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                 
SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 8:30AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C (card games are played from 8:30-10:00AM for anyone who wishes to play card games).  

They meet in the multipurpose (meeting) room. Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  

Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM – April Leader: Pastor Denise Haskins; May Leader: Pastor Mike Petresky.
 Place expired coupons in box in the multipurpose (meeting) room (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  

Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  
Drivers are wanted for Meals-On-Wheels. See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals or for more information about the Senior Center.



Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month (April 20th and May 18th) from Noon - 3:00PM.
Zumba at Valleys: Zumba Fitness meets Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM). 
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Dartball Update:  Listed below are the game results and standings for the 2015/2016 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball League Season.
	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	Feb. 1
	LUM
	LUM 7-3 / LUM 4-0
	   LUM – Josh Gray

	Feb. 8     
	VECC
	SJ 8-4/ VECC 2-1
	SJ –Tom Bruner
VECC – Shirley Miller, Donna Novinger

	Feb. 15
	VECC
	SC 10-4 /SC 6-3
	

	Feb. 22
	ML
	ML 11-3 /ML 11-1
	VECC – Deb Gustafson
ML – Trevor Tobias, Jay 

Tobias, Corey Attivo

	Feb. 29
	FUM
	FUM 16-2/FUM 3-1
	VECC – Donna Novinger; FUM – Stephanie Harris

	Mar. 7
	VECC
	LUM 11-1/LUM 5-0
	LUM – Zach Rebuck

	
	

	  Standings -1st half (Oct.-Dec.)
	Standings - 2nd half

	S John                 14 win      6 loss
	Lykens U M    19 win  1 loss

	Lykens U M        13 win      7 loss
	Faith U M       12 win  8 loss

	Messiah              11 win     9 loss
	S John             11 win  9 loss

	Faith U M             9 win     11 loss
	Messiah           9 win  11 loss

	S Christopher      7 win     13 loss
	S Chris              7 win 13 loss

	Valleys E C C        6 win     14 loss
	Valleys ECC     2 win  18 loss

	

	Championship play off: St. John & Lykens U Methodist played on Mar. 14th.   Lykens United Methodist is the 2015/2016 Dartball League Champion! St. John Lutheran is 2nd place.  Congratulations to Lykens Methodist and St. John!

	

	Dartball Tournament: Faith United Methodist took 1st place; Messiah Lutheran took 2nd place in the Tournament! Congratulations to Faith Methodist and Messiah!

	

	                    FUM – Faith U Methodist
	ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	SC – St. Christopher Lutheran
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                          APRIL 2016 BIRTHDAY WISHES

Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in April and celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness!

	  5 - Sally Baker
	19 - Lori Graff

	       Conley Dunn
	20 - Barbara Lauver

	         Shirley Miller
	21 - Amy Faust

	  6 - Lydia Faust
	26 - Chris Herb, Jr.

	10 - Jessica Bryson
	27 - Lila Baddorf.

	15 - Ian Johnson
	       Marie Willard

	        Jon Novinger
	28 - Ed Dobbin

	 16 - Alaina Snyder
	


                             APRIL 2016 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  
	20 - Amy & Jason Faust - (12 yrs.)
	28 - Pat & Ed Dobbin - (36 yrs.)

	21 - Nancy & Dan Yutronich - (33 yrs.) 
	       Theresa & Scott Miller – (15 yrs.) 

	
	       Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff – (43 yrs.) 


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
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                 MAY 2016 BIRTHDAY WISHES

     Happy Birthday to everyone born in March!  May your day be full of

         Sunshine and warm wishes.

	  1 - Cailey Crum
	19 – Dan Yutronich

	  2 -  Charlene Baker
	23 - June Gelnett

	  5 - Terri Herb
	24  - Cheryl Johnson

	  9 - Elmer Feidt
	25 – Edward Baker

	12 - Ed Berra
	28 – Cody Erb 

	15 - Chris Herb, Sr.
	30 - Star Baker

	16 - Denise Rickert.
	


                            MAY 2016 ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary
to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be Blessed with Love and Happiness!  

	12 - Donna & Dave Novinger (43 yrs)
	24 - Janette & Dennis Leitzel - (32 yrs.)

	17 - Diane & Leon Shaffer - (48 yrs.)
	28 - Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel (50 yrs.)                                                                                 


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
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