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       From the desk of Pastor Kris…       


It was the first Sunday of Advent in 2002 that I came and worshiped with you for the first time as your Pastor.  We both had hopes, dreams, and expectations of what we could and would do together as we shared in ministry.  It is now 13 years later, and I look back with thanksgiving in my heart for the blessing you have been to me as we celebrated marriages, baptisms, births, and most importantly – new birth in Jesus Christ.

There is no greater joy than to serve the Lord.  I have been blessed in my years of ministry to work alongside of the faithful people of the Valleys.  We have accomplished much together, and yet there is much more to do.


Life is full of seasons, and with new seasons comes change, and with change comes self evaluation, and new opportunities, and stepping boldly into the unknown – frightening, but so exciting!


As this season of our time together comes to a close, I find my prayers filled with thanks for the wonderful ministries in which we have shared, for the challenging changes we went through, and for the growth of our faith in God through all things.  I look forward to this season of Advent and Christmas as we share the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.


I remind you, there is a new season coming with new opportunities ahead and God will be with you “to defend you, within you to keep you, before you to lead you, beside you to guard you, and above you to bless you.”

                                                       May God fill you with the 

                                                                Joy and Peace of this

                                                                          Holy Season,


                                                                    Pastor Kris
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                   Preaching Schedule For 2015
  Advent Sermon Series – “Who Is This Child?”

December 6th      - Week 1 - “The Child Is King”

                                                 Matthew 1:1-17

December 13th    - Week 2 - “The Child Is Savior”

                                
             Matthew 1:18-25

December 20th    - Week 3 - “The Child Is God”

                                  
             Matthew 1:22-27

December 27th    - New Year’s Sermon    Pastor Kris
January 3rd thru Jan. 31st   – To be announced

SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 **************************************************************
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  WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays - Learn Praise Hymns 15 minutes before Blended Worship begins.
Christmas Eve Service – Join us on Thursday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a pageant and candlelight service.  Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered during the service. (Rehearsal for Christmas Eve Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 20th immediately following Traditional Worship Service.)

Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 24, 2016 during Blended Worship Service. Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered during the service. Communion servers – Dave Novinger and Arletta Thomas.
Children’s Church will be on the following Sundays in January 2016: Jan. 10th & 24th. There is No Children’s Church in December.  If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Jessi Faust.
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                    Worship Support Team    
   
December 2015 Greeters:  Rachael Bryson and Ken Bechtel
   Dec. Acolyte: Cameron Crum   Dec. Announcer: Diane Shaffer

January 2016 Greeters: Ann Hale and Wanda Hendershot 
   Jan. Acolyte: Alaina Snyder   Jan. Announcer: Arletta Thomas
  
December Offering Team (Team 12):  Matt Faust, (Captain), Jessi Faust; To be announced.

  
January 2016 Offering Team (Team 1):  Dennis Croutharmel, (Captain), Ed Berra, Barbara Croutharmel, Brooke Croutharmel.
     Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  Dec. 6 – Jim Davis; Dec. 13 – Ritchie Moorehead; Dec. 20 – Carol Knight; Dec. 27 – Ed Berra; Jan. 3 – Donna Novinger;  Jan. 10 – Ann Cooper; Jan. 17  – Diane Shaffer;   Jan. 24 –  Sue Faust; Jan. 31 – Brandi Crum.   If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call Pastor Kris at church (896-3118) or her home (422-5788).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Kris or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

Nursery Attendants – Dec. 6 – Brandi Crum; Dec. 13 – To be announced; Dec. 20 – Tracey Cooper; Dec. 27 – Neva Cichy; Jan. 3 –  Donna Motter;  Jan. 10 –  Theresa Miller; Jan. 17  –  Patty Hummel;   Jan. 24 –  Shirley Miller; Jan. 31 – Marie Herb.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
Flower Sponsors – Dec. 6 and 13 – Open; Dec. 20 -  Christmas Flowers, Dec. 27 – Open;  Jan. 3, Jan. 10, Jan. 17, Jan. 25, and Jan. 31 –  are Open.  The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The 2016 Flower Chart will be on the bulletin board in Dec.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.
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                           Monthly Worship

December/January Monthly Worship Schedule 
Dec. 6th    - Traditional Worship – Enders - Food Offering 
Dec. 13th  - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal
Dec. 20th  - Traditional Worship – Enders
Dec. 27th  - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                      Mission Offering 
Jan. 3rd    - Traditional Worship – Enders – Food Offering

Jan. 10th  - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal

Jan. 17th   - Traditional Worship – Enders - Annual Meeting  


          following Worship

Jan. 24th   -   Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                      Installation of Elders and Deacons, Holy      Communion, Mission Offering 
Jan. 31st   - Traditional Worship - Hymnal

                     Never the same again 

After the birth of Jesus, the shepherds returned to the same old world from whence they came.  Yet, there must have been a new excitement in that familiar world.  Life must have taken on new meaning, for no one is ever the same again after being in the presence of the Lord. 
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DECEMBER is the first month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “SACRED GIFTS AND HOLY GATHERINGS” for December and January. DECEMBER’S topic is “WHAT WE BRING TO GOD”. DECEMBER’S scriptures are from Exodus, Leviticus, Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  JANUARY’S (second month of quarter) topic is Four Weddings and a Funeral. JANUARY’S scriptures are from Genesis, Song of Songs (Song of Solomon), Hosea, and John

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for December and January.  Please join us.

DEC. 6 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Dave Novinger
TOPIC- The Lord’s Day        SCRIPTURE- Exodus 20:8-11; 31:12-16

DEC. 13 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ann Cooper
TOPIC – Acceptable Offerings     SCRIPTURE – Leviticus 22:17-25, 31-33

Dec. 20 – YOUTH CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

DEC. 27 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed & Peggy Berra
TOPIC – A Generous Gift    SCRIPTURE - Matthew 23:2-12; Mark 12:38-44

JAN. 3 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Sharon Fetterhoff
TOPIC- A Bride Worth Waiting For    SCRIPTURE – Genesis 29:15-30 

JAN. 10 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Marie Herb
TOPIC- The Most Beautiful Bride      SCRIPTURE – Song of Songs 6:4-12

JAN. 17 - DISCUSSION LEADERS – Bob Endy
TOPIC- An Unfaithful Bride                SCRIPTURE - Hebrews 4:14-5:10

JAN. 24 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Donna Novinger
TOPIC- A Wedding in Cana                   SCRIPTURE – John 2:1-12 

JAN. 31 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Jessi Faust 
TOPIC- The Death of a Friend              SCRIPTURE – John 11:38-44                                                                                                                                                                                                            



The lessons for December and January remind us to worship God joyfully with songs, prayers and immerse ourselves in His Holy Word.  We are to share the miracle of Jesus with others, listen to Jesus’ teachings and pray for God’s guidance for our lives.

Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Jessi Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.   
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9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 

Adult Class - Social Hall  

Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   

Friends In Faith  - Library 
Youth Christmas Program will be held on Sunday, December 21st at 9:00AM.  Practices are scheduled during the Sunday School hour on Sunday morning and also on Friday December 18th at 7:00PM.
      SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fall Bible Study continues on Wednesday evenings at 600PM.  We are studying “Remembering the Forgotten God” by Francis Chan.  Please notify Gloria or Sharon Fetterhoff if you are interested. Workbook cost: $10.  This Study is open to everyone, (men, women and teenagers).
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church narthex. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                            ??    Bible Quiz  ??
When Jesus was born, which two earthly rulers were in power?

A. Quirnius

B. Pontius Pilate

C. Caesar Augustus

D. King Herod

For the Answer: (See Luke 2:1-2.)
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and attendance continues to grow each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.

             Menu . . .
December 8, 2015 –Ham, mashed potatoes, green beans, fruit salad, dinner rolls, dessert, drink. 
January 13, 2015 – Chicken, filling, corn, coleslaw, dinner rolls, dessert, drink.

Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~

Food Bank Update: Donations of canned vegetables; beans - (kidney, northern, baked); peanut butter and jelly; soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes and pie filling); cake icing; potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix); canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna; Mac & cheese; canned fruit; or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
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MISSION INSITE
Mission Insite is an incredible ministry tool to help us know our neighbors.  As we have been engaging and focusing our attention beyond the walls of our church in order to reach those in our community who are on God’s radar, Mission Insite is a one-of-a-kind resource to help us understand our neighbors . . . who they are, what they like, and what their needs are.  The accumulated data that Mission Insite has at their disposal is ours for a more targeted and effective outreach strategy.

The East Coast Conference has purchased access to all the demographic information offered by Mission Insite and is now available to our church leaders.  Each leader must register for their own personal use on their computer.

To login go to www.missioninsite.com

The registration code is 4XKLD


You will be asked to select the city (Halifax) and the Conference (East Coast Conference)


You will then setup your own username and password.
If you have any questions, call Pastor Kris.

Christmas Gifts for Children
For a number of years Valleys has been helping to provide Christmas gifts for children through a gift request program with the Upper Dauphin Human Services in Elizabethville.


A “Gifts for Children” tree is in the narthex with “ornaments” (each child has one ornament).

Please put your name and the name of the child on the tablet by the tree. If ornaments aren’t on the tree, please see Donna Novinger.


Gifts may be wrapped, please remember to put “ornament” tag with each gift. Sunday, December 13th.  If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.   
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The Pastoral Search Committee is currently reviewing pastor profiles.  We ask for prayers for discernment during this process and also your patience.  As the committee, we seek to find the Pastor that the Lord calls to the Valleys.

                                            Thank you for your prayers and support

                                             Pastoral Search Committee
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

      Note: No Deacons in December; Deacons will set a date to meet after January Council Reorganization Meeting.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  Elders will meet on Dec. 14th (instead of Dec. 7 th) in December.
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
      Note: No Council meeting held in December. Council Reorganization Meeting will be held on January 27, 2016 
CONFIRMATION CLASS meets the First and Third Sundays of the month after Worship Service.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM. 

BIBLE STUDY meets on Wednesdays at 6:00PM (current Study concludes in December).

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE meets twice a month.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Mike Crum.
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Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  




If anyone would like to help the youth group make mats out of plastic bags for homeless people (to sleep on), please see Donna Novinger or Marie Herb.  Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) now meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays, (Dec. 13th, Dec. 27th, Jan. 10th, Jan. 24th) at 6:30PM.  Tentative Lock-In date January 15-16, 2016 7:00PM (Fri.) to 8:30AM (Sat.) (snow date Jan. 22-23). See Donna or Marie for details.  Bring your friends!
Christmas Party: All Valleys members and friends are invited to a Christmas Party on Sunday, December 6th at 4:00PM. Menu is Roast beef, mashed potatoes, corn, coleslaw, fruit salad and rolls prepared by council members. Please bring a dessert to share.
Christmas Cards: Valleys Christmas mail box will be in the church narthex from December 6th until December 20th for Christmas cards.  The cards will be on the tables in the social hall.  Please check each time you come in to church for your cards.

Apple Dumpling Sale: See Shirley Miller to order your Apple Dumplings (1 Pan of 4 dumplings for $10 made by Baby Cakes Bakery) December 28, 2015 to January 8, 2016. All orders must be paid at time of order!

Fellowship Group Meal and Meeting - The Fellowship Meeting will be held on January 3, 2016 following Traditional Worship Service.  Please bring a covered dish to share (meat, vegetable or a casserole) and also a dessert.  


There is no Fellowship Meal/Meeting in December.

Annual Reports are due from the following committees!

(Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.)  Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 3, 2016 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun. January 17, 2016.
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Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting and Meal will be held on Sunday, January 17, 2016 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service.  Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided).
Installation of Elders and Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 24, 2016 during 10:15AM Blended Worship.
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys:  Navigate Pathway; Tom & Lori Degnitz & Family; Ron Zimmerman; Jane Baker; Kermit & Esther Masser; Donna Donahue-Moorhead & Ritchie Moorhead; Nancy & Elmer Feidt; Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; John Shoop; Gail Shertzer; Tom Hale; Etta & Bob Miller, (June Wiest’s sister & brother-in-law); Dave Miller Sr., (Russ Miller’s brother); Bruce Greening, (Ed Dobbin’s neighbor); Susan Petrina, (Friend of Carol Knight; Tina Hain, (Friend of Gail Shertzer); Linda & Michael Hall, (Nicole Shoop’s mother/father-in-law); Lynda Manning; Pastoral Search Committee.
Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek

Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman.
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041).
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Tom and Lori Degnitz and family as Tom’s mother, Florence, went to be with the Lord on Nov. 14th.
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       DECEMBER 2015 BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in December.  

          May you be surrounded with love and happiness.
	4 - Amanda Graeff
	18 - Jordin Graeff

	6 - Brenda  (Bryson) Lawrence
	22 - Kristine Heckard

	 11 - Nakiah Baker
	24 - Nancy Feidt

	 12 - Gary Snyder
	27 - Ken Baker

	 13 - Elam Miller
	29 - Elizabeth Baker

	 16 - Stephanie Hatcher
	31 - Donna Novinger

	 18 - Katie Baker
	                 Ritchie Moorhead


Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	12 - Doris & Dave Hand - (45 yrs.) 
	28 - Marie & Chris Herb - (24 yrs.)

	24 - Linda & Craig Shoop - (13 yrs) 
	30 - Sandy & Ron Zimmerman - (37 yrs.)


          JANUARY 2016 BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in January!  May your birthday  

          be warm and fun even though it is snowy and cold outside.
	5 - Matt Faust
	19 - Janette Leitzel

	      Andaysha Mendez
	20 - Bob Endy

	  6 - Jackson Hoy
	23 - Diane Shaffer

	  9 - Daniel Miller
	28 - Neva Cichy

	11- Melanie Snyder
	       Dixie Endy

	         Mary Zeigler
	29 - Heidi Erb

	17 - Rahn Cooper
	30 - Aaron Herb

	         Adrienne Lesher
	31 - Mike Crum

	  18 - Ed Baker II
	       Chris Maichle

	 19 - Bridget Campbell
	


Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating January Wedding Anniversaries!
	1 - Kris & George Heckard - (11 yrs.) 
	1- Joanne & Mark Enders - (13 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you          
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the February/March 2015 newsletter to the church secretary by Thursday, January 15th!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .         
                 SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP
The Halifax Senior Citizens will not meet in December, 2015, January, 2016 or February, 2016. They will meet again in March 2016.
              SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C.  Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM. December Monday Morning Bible Study Leader is Carol Reisch. January 2016 Bible Study Leader will be Gerry Hile.
 
Place expired coupons in box in the social hall (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  

Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver for more information. 

Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month (Dec. 16th and Jan. 20th from Noon - 3:00PM. 
The Senior Center will be CLOSED on Thursday, Dec. 24th, Friday, Dec. 25th (Christmas Day), also on Friday, Jan. 1st (New Year’s Day). The Senior Center will celebrate “New Year’s Eve” at 12:00Noon on Thursday, December 31st.
(No Meals on Wheels on Dec. 25th or Jan. 1st.)     
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Zumba at Valleys: Zumba Fitness meets Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays (change of night) - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM). 
Dartball Update  

Listed below are the game results and standings for the 2015/2016 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball League Season.

	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	Nov. 2
	FUM
	VECC 11-9/FUM 14-1
	 LUM – Logan O’Neill, VECC – Tom Degnitz, Russ Miller

	Nov. 9     
	VECC
	SJ 10-1/SJ 9-4
	VECC – Shirley Miller

	Nov. 16
	VECC
	SC 7-1/VECC 3-2
	VECC – Scott Miller

	Nov. 23
	ML
	ML- 12-2/ML 3-0
	ML – Charlie Funk

	
	
	
	

	  Standings -1st half
	

	Lykens U M         11 win      5 loss
	 Note:  Standings are as of 

	Messiah               10 win      6 loss
	     Nov. 23.

	S John                   10 win     6 loss
	  No Game on Nov. 30.

	S Christopher      6 win       10 loss
	

	Faith                     6 win       10 loss
	

	Valleys                 5 win       11 loss
	 

	 

	    No Dartball game on Dec. 21st.                                   
   All Star Game will be held on Dec. 28th  at St. John’s at 7:00PM.

	

	 Key         FUM – Faith U Methodist
	ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	SC – St. Christopher Lutheran
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