    [image: image1.emf]   The Valleys Post                             
        
                     The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                    3682 Peters Mountain Rd., Halifax, PA 17032  
                                            717-896-3118        
 Website: valleysecc.net                     Pastor – Kristine Heckard

Email  valleysecc@verizon.net          Council Pres. – Shirley Miller                                                                                     
      From the desk of Pastor Kris…      November 2015

In our day, do you suppose Thanksgiving Day has outlived its usefulness?  Maybe we’re too far removed from the emotions of the Pilgrims and from the satisfactions of a slim harvest, and from the elation of one more year of life to know the driving necessity to give thanks to God that filled their lives.  We all enjoy a day off, you can be sure of that!  But, eager for time to give thanks – that’s another matter!

When we’re honest, we frequently admit that the gratitude of our hearts does not measure up to the proclamations in the Scriptures.  Repeatedly the psalmist instructs, “Give thanks to the Lord.” Speaking to new Christians, the Apostle Paul said to be filled with thanksgiving.  In a personal confession to his friend Timothy, Paul wrote, “I am grateful to God whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did” (2 Timothy 1:3).  Then later, in a widely circulated letter, the apostle from tarsus declared, “We must always give thanks to God” (2 Thessalonians 1:3).  These folks did not have to deal with the possibilities of nuclear destruction, rampaging health care costs, oil cartels, and terrorists, but they had to fear persecution that would take many of their lives.
                                How then, can we give thanks?


That question sends us scurrying through the Gospel and right to the statement Jesus made about himself, “I am the bread of life.”  God takes care of us, responding to our needs with gifts of love.  Not only does God care for our physical well-being through Jesus, God provides for our spiritual health as well. No aspect of our lives goes beyond the realm of God’s compassion or beyond the reach of God’s provision.

In spite of these assurances, many of us approach Thanksgiving Day with hesitant feelings.  We like its traditions.  We need a day off for rest.  But honestly, we wrestle with questions: How can we offer gratitude to God when so much is wrong in our world? How can we express appreciation to God when friends are in trouble?  How can we declare joyous praise surrounded by problems that are eating away at our souls?


The answer to genuine thanksgiving lies in a relationship.  Faith shapes it, and nothing can stop its adventure into ministry.  It is in our relationship with God that we can know a quality of gratitude that even when problems send tears streaming down our faces, there will be thanksgiving flowing through our hearts. 
                                                May God richly bless you
                                                This Thanksgiving Season

                                                With Thankful and Loving Hearts,
  

   Pastor Kris
New Members Class:  Anyone interested in becoming a  member of Valleys ECC, a New Members Class will be held on Sunday, November 15th during the Sunday School hour.   Reception of New Members will be held on Sunday, December 13th. Please see Pastor Kris if you are interested.

GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
                   Preaching Schedule For 2015
  Lectionary Preaching
Nov. 1st               All Saints Day – “The Long Parade of Faith” 
                                       Hebrews 11:29-12:2 & Ephesians 2:20-22                                     
Nov. 8th              “Prime Your Pump of Faith”

                                        I Kings 17:7-16
Nov. 15th             “Living in the Now”

                                        Mark 13:1-13
Nov. 22nd            Thanksgiving Ingathering – “An Attitude of Gratitude”
                                        Luke 17:11-19
Nov. 29th            Hanging of the Greens Service (1st Sunday of Advent)
Confirmation Class - Confirmation Class will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of every month.  Confirmands should bring a snack or a brown bag lunch if there is no fellowship meal.
      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays - Learn Praise Hymns 15 minutes before Blended Worship begins.
All Saints Day will be celebrated on Sunday, November 1st during our 10:15AM Traditional Service. This is an occasion to remember those in the Christian faith who have died in the Lord.  
Thanksgiving Ingathering Service will be held on Sunday, November 22nd.  Please bring non-perishable food items which will be given to the Upper Dauphin Food Bank.
Hanging of the Greens Service will be held on Sunday, November 29th at 10:15AM. 
Children’s Church is on the 2nd and 4th Sundays (Nov. 8th and 22nd). If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Jessi Faust.
           WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                                                              



                    Worship Support Team    
   Nov. 2015 Greeters: Brandi Crum and Mike Crum.
   Nov. Acolyte: Lydia Faust  Nov. Announcer: Bob Endy.
  
Nov. 2015 Offering Team (Team 11):  Ann Cooper, (Captain), Rahn Cooper, Doris Hand, Dave Hand. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.
Lay Readers:  Nov. 1 – Rachael Bryson; Nov. 8 – Sue Faust; Nov. 15 – to be announced; Nov. 22 – Peggy Berra; Nov. 29 – Hanging of the Greens Service – various readers.  If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call Pastor Kris at church (896-3118) or her home (422-5788).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Kris or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.
Nursery Attendants – Nov. 1 – Shirley Miller; Nov. 8 – Carol Cooper; Nov. 15 – Patty Hummel; Nov. 22 – Theresa Miller; Nov. 29 – Ann Hale.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
Flower Sponsors – Nov. 1, 8, 22, 29 – Open; Nov. 15 – Susan Snyder.  The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The 2015 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.


       November Monthly Worship Schedule 
Nov.    1st   - Traditional Worship –  Enders – All Saints Day   Service– Food Offering –                          
Nov.    8th  - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leader/Hymnal
Nov.  15th  - Traditional Worship – Enders 
Nov. 22nd - Blended Worship – Thanksgiving/Ingathering Service -Praise Band/Song Leader/Hymnal –  Mission Offering 
Nov.  29th  - Traditional Worship – Enders – Hanging of the Greens Service
SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGE                                                                                                                              
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November is the last month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY COMES ALIVE”. NOVEMBER’S topic is “SPREADING THE GOSPEL”. NOVEMBER’S scriptures are from Acts.   

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for September and October.  Please join us.

Nov. 1 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Donna Novinger
TOPIC – God Rescues Peter     SCRIPTURE – Acts 12:1-11

Nov. 8 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Jessi Faust
TOPIC – God Makes No Distinction    SCRIPTURE – Acts 15:1-12

Nov. 15 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Sharon Fetterhoff 
TOPIC – From Derbe to Philippi      SCRIPTURE – Acts 16:1-5, 8-15

Nov. 22 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed Dobbin
TOPIC – Thessaloncia, Beroea, and Athens   SCRIPTURE – Acts 17:1-4,                        10- 12, 22-25, 28

Nov. 29 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ken Bechtel
TOPIC- Teaching God’s Word      SCRIPTURE – Acts 18: 1-11, 18-21

The lessons for November help us to realize God reveals His will in different ways and protects us in times of trouble.  We can share our faith with others in new ways.  Please join us.
Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Jessi Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.  Also, please tell the church secretary. 
 9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: - 

Adult Class - Social Hall  

Choices  - Multi-purpose Room   

Friends In Faith  - Library 
      SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church narthex. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
Bible Quiz
Psalm 65 is a thanksgiving document. It focuses on God as the Great Gardener. In a prayer to God, the psalmist says, “You visit the earth and water it, you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; you provide the people with grain, for so you have prepared it” 
(Psalm 65:9, NRSV). 
The psalmist goes on to say, “You crown the year with your _________.” 
Choose the correct word that belongs in the blank space above. 

A. bounty 
B. goodness 
C. generosity 
D. gifts 

(The answer is in Psalm 65:11, NRSV.) 

SERVING IN THE WORLD  . . .        

                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and well attended each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. 
Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.           
     Menu for:
Nov. 10, 2015  –  Chicken Corn Soup, Salad, Dessert, Drinks. 
       Halifax Girl Scout troops will be making and serving the meal.
Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
MISSION INSITE
Mission Insite is a one-of-a-kind resource to help us understand our neighbors . . . who they are, what they like, and what their needs are.  The accumulated data that Mission Insite has at their disposal is ours for a more targeted and effective outreach strategy.

Each leader must register for their own personal use on their computer.

To login go to www.missioninsite.com

The registration code is 4XKLD

You will be asked to select the city (Halifax) and the Conference (East Coast Conference)


You will then setup your own username and password.



If you have any questions, call Pastor Kris.

2016 Community Calendar: The Valleys ECC has been nominated for the 2016 Community Calendar. The calendar is designed to highlight the great things people are doing to bless others. It helps our community to become more aware of efforts that they can support and/or become aware of programs that can help them and their families by these programs. People vote for their support of others efforts or support people they know that are being featured on the calendar in support of what they are doing. Votes are $1 a piece and people can vote as often or as much as they would like. All the votes (funds) for The Valleys ECC will go to a charity of Valleys choice. If you wish to “Vote” for Valleys, there is a sheet in the narthex or send it to the church. (You may also take a sheet and collect ‘votes’ from your family and friends.)  

Food Bank Update: Items needed (especially with Thanksgiving and Christmas coming): (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); boxed filling; gravy (jar/can/mix); canned vegetables, peanut butter and jelly, soups, pastas, cake, cookie, brownie, (mixes); pie (dough mixes and filling - fruit, pumpkin, etc.); cake icing; canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc.) tuna, Mac & cheese; and canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items.  Please bring your donations to Valleys to be blessed on the 1st Sunday of the month.  Food Banks are still really in need of food due to the state budget stalemate!
Thank you for your continued support!  
Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.  
HAPPENINGS AT THE VALLEYS . . .        
Pastoral Search Committee meets twice a month. Our church profile has been submitted. Information on pastor profiles cannot be shared with the congregation.  It is essential to please keep us in your prayers.                         
                                                                 Search Committee
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM. 
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

ELDERS will meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM.

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP meets the Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 6:30PM. 

BIBLE STUDY meets  on Wednesdays at 6:00PM.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE meets twice a month.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team, and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Mike Crum
_________________________________________________________
Choir practice is on Wednesday evenings at 7:30PM. No choir practice on Nov. 11th. The Choir sings during Traditional Worship Sundays. If you like to sing, please join us - we welcome new choir members!
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


Youth Group has decided to change weeks when they will meet. They now meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month Nov. 8th and 22nd. 

If anyone would like to help the youth group makes mats out of plastic bags for homeless people (to sleep on), please see Donna Novinger or Marie Herb.  We still have an overabundance of bags, so please do not bring any plastic bags into the church at this time.   

FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS . . . We are called by God to be people who care and reach out to others in the World.  While we have been doing a great job in our community, there are needs at home that need to be addressed as well.  
Just sitting with a friend for an hour or two, running an errand, or providing transportation for doctor appointments are just a few ways that we can be a friend to a friend. If you would like to be on a team of Friends Helping Friends, please call Pastor Kris for more information.

Fellowship Group Meal and Meeting - The Fellowship Group met on October 25th after the Gospel Bond program.  There will not be a fellowship meal in November. 
Mark your calendar – Mr. Sticky will be at The Valleys on Mon. November 2nd and Tues. Nov. 3rd! Pick up your sticky buns from 6:00AM to 1:00PM both days! Cost: $3:00 per bun.

Call Valleys church office (717-896-3118) to order. 
In Our Prayers . . .
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:       Navigate Pathway; Pastoral Search Committee; Kermit & Esther Masser; Donna Donahue-Moorhead & Ritchie Moorhead; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker; Elmer & Nancy Feidt; Tom Lauver; Ron Zimmerman; Hannah Klinger; Allen Goss, (Select Specialty Hosp.-Camp Hill); Gail Shertzer; John Shoop; Tom Hale; Betty Eshleman; Art Landvater; Etta & Bob Miller; Dave Miller, Sr.; Mya Heddings; Linda & Michael Hall.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins:  Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman.
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
From the Church Office…

NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the November 2015 newsletter to the church secretary by Sunday, November 15th!
Church Office will be closed on Thanksgiving Day, November 26th.
COMMUNITY NEWS . . .                          
SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP
The Halifax Senior Citizens will meet on November 5 at the Valleys E.C.C. at 11:30AM.  A meal will be provided; attendees do not need to bring anything.  
SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C. They meet in the multipurpose (meeting) room. Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM – November Leader: Pastor Ron Reitz.
 Place expired coupons in box in the multipurpose (meeting) room (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  
Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center or for more information. 



Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month (November 18th) from Noon - 3:00PM.
Senior Center will be closed Election Day, Nov. 3rd , Veterans Day, Nov.11th , and Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 26th.
Zumba: Zumba Fitness meets at Valleys on Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Wednesdays - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM).
Dartball:  The 2015/2016 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball season began 0n October 5th. Valleys can always use some additional players.  See Scott Miller if you would like to learn more about Dartball.  Listed below are the game results and standings,

	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	Oct. 5
	SJ
	 VECC 8-3 /SJ 3-2    
	VECC – Scott Miller      
 SJ – Fay Nichols               

	Oct. 12
	SC
	 SJ 5-3 / VECC 4-3
	 SC – Stew Kreiser
VECC – Dave Novinger

	Oct. 19
	VECC
	 ML 8-0/ ML 7-2         
	 ML – Jeff Hoffman (G. S.),
Ronnie Hoffman, Dave Miller (G. S.)

               

	Oct. 26
	FUM
	 FUM 8-2/VECC 4-3   2nd game 11 innings
	FUM – Deb Scott, Eryka Ward;
VECC – Dave Novinger, Russ Miller



	  Standings -1st half as of 10/26/15
	

	Lykens U M        8  win   0 loss
	 

	Messiah              5 win    3 loss
	

	S John                 4 win    4 loss
	 

	Valleys ECC        3 win    5 loss
	

	S Christopher    2 win    6 loss
	

	Faith U M           2 win    6 loss
	 

	 

	 Key         FUM – Faith U Methodist
	ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	SC – St. Christopher Lutheran


               NOVEMBER 2015 BIRTHDAY WISHES                

Happy Birthday to everyone born in November!   May you be surrounded with love and happiness.

	1 - Susan Snyder
	19 - Bryce Gonder

	4 - Sue Maichle
	       Gail Shertzer

	      Ashleigh Cooper
	24 - Emmett Witmer

	       Michelle Cooper
	26 - Robert (Pete) Bryson

	  8 -Tiffany Rickert
	        Faith Byerly

	14 - Vickie Snyder
	30 – Donna Donahue-Moorhead

	          Gloria Duttry
	


                     NOVEMBER  2015 ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

be blessed with Love and Happiness!

	19 - Vickie & Gary Snyder- (38 yrs.) 
	27- Norine & Allen Goss - (44 yrs.)

	24 - Gail & Charlie Shertzer-(53 yrs) 
	


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

                             My Thankful Heart

Making the stuffing for Thanksgiving dinner helps restore my heart to gratefulness.  First I cut bread into cubes to dry out. Has it really been a year since I thanked God for the simple things of life?  Dear God, thank you for my daily bread.  Next I boil giblets for the tasty broth.  When did I last express thanks for my body – even the oft-forgotten parts?  Thank you, God, for creating and sustaining me.


Then I dice onions and celery, adding them to the mixture.  That reminds me to thank God for abundant harvests. Finally I measure raisins, nuts, sage and salt into the stuffing (some people may use different spices), as scents fill the air. Lord, help me not grow weary of the interesting “spices” that fill my life.


As the stuffing goes into the oven, warm air wafting into the kitchen, I remember to thank God for providing my home.  Here relatives and friends gather, often an odd combination.  Yet when we bow our heads in thankfulness, we’re an unbeatable mix.

                                                            -- MaryAnn Sundby
                           Thanksgiving Beatitudes
Be thankful that you don’t already have everything you desire.  If you did, what would there be to look forward to?

Be thankful when you don’t know something, for it gives you the opportunity to learn.

Be thankful for the difficult times.  During those times you grow.

Be thankful for your limitations, because they give you opportunities for improvement.

Be thankful for each new challenge, because it will build your strength and character.

Be thankful for your mistakes.  They will teach you valuable lessons.

Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, because it means you’ve made a difference.
                                                             -- Author unknown
















