    [image: image1.emf]   The Valleys Post                             
         The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                    3682 Peters Mountain Rd., Halifax, PA 17032  
                                            717-896-3118        
 Website: valleysecc.net                     Pastor – Kristine Heckard

Email  valleysecc@verizon.net          Council Pres. – Donna Motter

                                                                                                                December 2014/January 2015
       From the desk of Pastor Kris…       

To name is to bestow uniqueness, identity, and purpose to life. With a name there is a heritage that is passed from one generation to the next.


We are known by our name.  People seek to learn our name, just as to knowing the names of others helps to distinguish them from one another.  We have heard how some people seek to make a name for themselves.  In that case they want their name to be recognized among others.  They want their name to stand out in a crowd.  We want people to know us by name and pronounce it correctly.


No doubt, you are in the process of wrapping your gifts.  Think about the fact that each of them is named.  There is something for Lydia, Cameron, Nancy, Ed, and Aaron.  When you were shopping you most likely were looking for just the right thing for that special person whose name was engraved in your mind.  The final act of wrapping that gift was to place the name tag.


The Christmas cards you’ve sent have all had names on them.  Each name as you wrote it probably conjured an image of times past, memories of joy as well as sadness, of needs as well as strengths.  The name has for a moment brought that person back into your life when perhaps you have not thought about him or her for quite some time.  In that sense just your writing their names has been a moment of prayer for what the person has meant to you.


There is meaning in our names and a very special meaning in the name that was given through our baptism – Christian.  It is a name that represents belonging to the household of faith where we find our true identity, and purpose to life as heirs with Christ Jesus.  There comes with this name work to be done, much to learn, and great joy as we are lead by the Spirit.
          May We together Seek To Follow 



The One Whose Name Is Above all Names,

                                                                       JESUS!





      Pastor Kris
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GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
                   Preaching Schedule For 2014
  Sermon Series – “The Christmas Touch”

December 7th      1.   Week 1 - “A Fresh Touch for You”

                                                         Luke 1:5-25
December 14th    2.   Week 2 -  “Touch the Family”

                                                         Matthew 1:18-25
December 21st    3.    Week 3 - “Touch Your Neighbor”

                                                         Luke 2:1-7
December 28th    4.    Week 4 – “Touch the Forgotten”

                                                         Luke 2:8-20

New Members Class - Anyone who would like to become a member of The Valleys is invited to a New Members Class on Sunday, January 25, 2015 at 6:00PM. Please see Pastor Kris if you re interested.
Advent Devotion by Shirley Miller
SCRIPTURE:  James 5:15 (KJV)
“And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.”
REFLECTION:
I was raised to believe in God.  I felt there was always a guardian angel looking out for me, until I had cancer.  All I could do was pray for God to do what was to be.  I put it in his hands.  I felt a calm come over me after my prayer.  I felt he was going to do what was best.  I feel my faith is stronger than before.

PRAYER:

God it is in your hands.  What you decided will be. Amen.                          
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays - Learn Praise Hymns 15 minutes before Blended Worship begins.
Christmas Eve Service - Join us on Wednesday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a pageant and candlelight service.  Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered during the service. (Rehearsal for Christmas Eve Pageant will be held on Sunday, December 21st immediately following Traditional Worship Service.)
Children’s Church will be on the following Sundays in December 2014: Dec. 7th and 21st and in January 2015: Jan. 4th and 18th.   If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.
Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered on Epiphany Sunday, January 4th during Traditional Worship Service. Communion servers - Dave Novinger and Arletta Thomas.
Installation of Elders & Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 25, 2014 during Blended Worship Service.
               SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

  **************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 **************************************************************
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           WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                                                              




                    Worship Support Team    
   
December 2014 Greeters: Rachael Bryson and June Gelnett
   Dec. Acolyte: Chris Maichle   Dec. Announcer: Diane Shaffer

January 2015 Greeters: Wanda Hendershot and Ann Hale
   Jan. Acolyte: Lydia Faust   Jan. Announcer: Arletta Thomas
  
December 2014 Offering Team (Team 12):  Tom Lauver, (Captain), Barbara Lauver, Matt Faust, Jessi Faust.
  
January 2015 Offering Team (Team 1):  Dennis Croutharmel, (Captain), Ed Berra, Barbara Croutharmel, Brooke Croutharmel.
     Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  Dec. 7 – Jim Davis; Dec. 14 – June Wiest; Dec. 21 – Carol Knight; Dec. 28 – Ed Berra; Jan. 4 – Donna Novinger;  Jan. 11 – Ann Cooper; Jan. 18  – Diane Shaffer;   Jan. 25 –  Sue Faust.   If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call Pastor Kris at church (896-3118) or her home (422-5788).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Kris or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

Nursery Attendants – Dec. 7 – Brandi Crum; Dec. 14 – Ann Hale; Dec. 21 – Tracey Cooper; Dec. 28 – Neva Cichy; Jan. 4 –  Shirley Miller;  Jan. 11 –  Donna Motter; Jan. 18  –  Patty Hummel;   Jan. 25 –  Theresa Miller.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
Flower Sponsors – Dec. 7 and 14 – Open; Dec. 21 -  Christmas Flowers, Dec. 28 – Ron & Sandy Zimmerman;  Jan. 4,  Jan. 11, Jan. 18, and Jan. 25 –  are Open.  The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.
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                           Monthly Worship

December/January Monthly Worship Schedule 
Dec. 7th    - Traditional Worship – Enders - Food Offering 
Dec. 14th  - Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal
Dec. 21st   - Traditional Worship – Enders
Dec. 28th  - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                     Mission Offering 
Jan. 4th    - Traditional Worship – Enders - Food Offering

Jan. 11th  - Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal

Jan. 18th   - Traditional Worship – Enders

Jan. 25th   -   Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                      Installation of Elders and Deacons, Mission Offering 
How to Keep Warm in Church …
1. Rush to the front of the sanctuary.  That will warm you up, and you’ll avoid the draft in the back of the church.
2.   Invite your neighbors and friends, and sit 12 people to a pew.

3.  
Seat yourself near the pulpit.  Much hot air is emitted from that area.

4.
Wear thermal underwear (in the appropriate liturgical colors of course).

5. Wait for an unfamiliar hymn – and then watch the sparks fly! 
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DECEMBER is the first month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “ACTS OF WORSHIP”. DECEMBER’S topic is “IN AWE OF GOD”. DECEMBER’S scriptures are from Hebrews, Psalms, Luke, and Matthew.

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for November.  Please join us.

DEC. 7 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed Dobbin
TOPIC- Worship Christ’s Majesty        SCRIPTURE- Hebrews 1:1-9

DEC. 14 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Donna Novinger
TOPIC – Make a Joyful Noise                SCRIPTURE - Psalm 95:1-7a

Dec. 21 – CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

DEC. 28 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Dave Novinger
TOPIC – In Awe of Christ’s Power        SCRIPTURE - Matthew 14:22-36

JAN. 4 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ken Bechtel II
TOPIC- A Model for Prayer                    SCRIPTURE - Luke 11:1-13 

JAN. 11 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Sharon Fetterhoff
TOPIC- Jesus Prays for the Disciples    SCRIPTURE - John 17:1-26

JAN. 18 - DISCUSSION LEADERS – Ed & Peggy Berra
TOPIC- Jesus Intercedes for Us             SCRIPTURE - Hebrews 4:14-5:10


JAN. 25 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Bob Endy
TOPIC- A Model for Prayer                   SCRIPTURE - James 5                                                                                                                                                                                                              


The lessons for December and January remind us to worship God joyfully with songs, prayers and immerse ourselves in His Holy Word.  We are to share the miracle of Jesus with others, listen to Jesus’ teachings and pray for God’s guidance for our lives.
Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger or Jessi Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.   
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 “Friends In Faith” Sunday School Class: I invite you to come to the library each Sunday from 9:00 – 10:00 A.M.   as we join together with friends in faith to explore how we can build a deeper relationship with Christ and with those around us.  We are using Nichole Johnson’s book, “Fresh Brewed Life” as a guide for the Class.  
Youth Christmas Program will be held on Sunday, December 21st at 9:00AM. Practices will be during Sunday School hour on Sunday morning and also on Friday, December 19th at 7:00PM.
      SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Women’s Bible Study night is Thursday evenings at 6:15PM at Gloria Duttry’s home.  Sharon Fetterhoff leads the Bible Study. We are studying Calm My Anxious Heart by Linda Dillow. Please contact Gloria (896-2507) if you would like to join us. 
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church narthex. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                            ??    Bible Quiz  ??
What’s the name of the angel who told Mary she would give birth to God’s Son? 

A. Gabriel 
B. Raphael 
C. Michael 
D. Jonathan 

For the Answer:  (See Luke 1:26.)
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING UPDATE FOR 2014: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and attendance continues to grow each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.
             Menu . . .
December 10, 2014 – Turkey, Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Gravy, Fruit Salad, Dinner rolls, Dessert, Drink. (Prepared by Halifax Girl Scout Troops; served by Girl Scouts & member of The Valleys.)
January 13, 2015 – Menu to be announced.

Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~

GriefShare seminar: The Valleys EC Church is hosting a GriefShare seminar sometime after the New Year starts. We are in need of table leaders who wish to help others work their way through grief.


If you are interested in helping, call Ritchie R. Moorhead or Donna Donahue-Moorhead at: Home – 717-896-8515 or Cell (Ritchie) – 570-517-6787.  You can also contact us after church.


There will be 13 sessions with an introduction, a half hour video and about a half hour table discussion. Your help will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.
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MISSION INSITE

Mission Insite is an incredible ministry tool to help us know our neighbors.  As we have been engaging and focusing our attention beyond the walls of our church in order to reach those in our community who are on God’s radar, Mission Insite is a one-of-a-kind resource to help us understand our neighbors . . . who they are, what they like, and what their needs are.  The accumulated data that Mission Insite has at their disposal is ours for a more targeted and effective outreach strategy.

The East Coast Conference has purchased access to all the demographic information offered by Mission Insite and is now available to our church leaders.  Each leader must register for their own personal use on their computer.
To login go to www.missioninsite.com
The registration code is 4XKLD

You will be asked to select the city (Halifax) and the Conference (East Coast Conference)

You will then setup your own username and password.

If you have any questions, call Pastor Kris.

Christmas Gifts for Children 

For a number of years Valleys has been helping to provide Christmas gifts for children through a gift request program gift request program with the Upper Dauphin Human Services in Elizabethville.

A “Gifts for Children” tree is in the narthex with “ornaments” (each child has two ornaments, one - for clothing, one - for a toy).  

Please put your name and the name of the child (and whether it is clothing or toy) on the tablet by the tree.  If ornaments aren’t on the tree, please see Donna Novinger. 

Gifts may be wrapped, please remember to put “ornament” tag with each gift. 


All gifts will need to be returned by Wednesday, December 3rd.  If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger.
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Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
Advent Devotion by Arletta Thomas
SCRIPTURE: Luke 10:30-36 (RSV)
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him, and departed, leaving him half dead.  Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him he passed by on the other side.  So likewise the Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, he had compassion, and when to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his own beast and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  And the next day he took out two denari and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ ”  
REFLECTION:

I was on in Branson on a bus trip.  I had a nose bleed that could not be stopped and the ambulance took me to the hospital where they cauterized my blood vessel.  A woman came to the hospital and said she was staying with me and would see that I got back to the motel.  I was far away from home and in an unknown place.  This woman was the manager of the motel. She prayed in her devotions every day “God let me help someone today.” This was my day. This woman truly was a good Samaritan.
PRAYER: 

Lord, let me help someone today.  Amen.

Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.             
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PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM.
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.  

      Note: No Deacons in December or January.  

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed.  Elders will meet in December.
COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
      Note: No Council meeting in December.

YOUTH GROUP meets the First and Third Sundays of the month 

    at 6:30PM. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Mike Crum.

                                   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  


Congratulations to Cameron Crum, (son of Mike and Brandi Crum), who was inducted into the National Honor Society recently.  Cameron attends Upper Dauphin Area High School.


Congratulations to Jay Zerby, (son of Jessica Bryson, grandson of Pete and Rachael Bryson), who was nominated for the MVP Award for 2014 CFA Football League Federal Conference.  Jay attends Halifax Area Middle School.


Congratulations to both of these young men on their outstanding achievement!

If anyone would like to help the youth group make mats out of plastic bags for homeless people (to sleep on, please see Donna Novinger or Marie Herb.  We still have an overabundance of bags, so please do not bring any plastic bags into the church at this time. 
      Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) will meet on Dec. 7th, Dec. 21st (Youth Group may not meet on Dec. 21st, check with Donna or Marie), Jan. 4th and 18th at 6:30PM.   Bring your friends!
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Christmas Dinner at The Special Place Sun. Dec. 7th  

Members and friends of The Valleys will join fellowship as we gather for dinner at The Special Place on Sunday, December 7th (12:00 noon following worship service)! 
Christmas Cards: Valleys Christmas mail box will be in the church narthex from December 7th until December 14th for Christmas cards.   The cards will be on the tables in the social hall.  Please check each time you come in to church for your cards.

Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir. Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 4, 2015 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on  Sun. Jan. 18, 2015. 
Fellowship Group Meal and Meeting - The Fellowship Meeting will be held on January 4, 2015 following Traditional Worship Service.  Please bring a covered dish to share (meat, vegetable or a casserole) and also a dessert.  


There will be Fellowship Meal and Meeting in December.
Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting and Meal will be held on Sunday, January 18, 2015 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided).
Installation of Elders & Deacons will be held on Sunday, January 25, 2015 during 10:15AM Blended Worship.
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:       Navigate Pathway; *Sharon Portzline & Family; *Suzanne Williams; *John Shoop & Family; Dean Etzweiler; Allen Goss; Elmer Feidt; Tom Hale.


Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman.
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041).

Sympathy – We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts, and prayers to the following families:

 
John Shoop and Family as John’s sister, Mary Coles went to be with the Lord on November 9th.  

Sharon Portzline and Family as Sharon’s mother, Anna Portzline went to be with the Lord on November 15th.


Brad Crum and Family as Brad’s wife, Carol Crum went to be with the Lord on November 17th.


May God comfort and hold all of these families in his loving arms
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the February/March 2015 newsletter to the church secretary by Thursday, January 15th!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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COMMUNITY NEWS . . .         
                 SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP
The Halifax Senior Citizens will meet on November 5th at Valleys ECC at 11:30AM for their meeting followed by a covered dish meal.  They will have their annual Christmas Party at the Halifax Ambulance Building on December 4th. (meeting at 11:30AM; Luncheon at 12:00Noon.) Cost for the meal is $17.00 (includes two meats and trimmings). Please see June Wiest or Arletta Thomas by November 27th to make a reservation.
              SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C.  Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM. Place expired coupons in box in the social hall (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  
Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center or for more information. 

Special Events at Halifax Senior Center:  There are several Christmas events planned in December (Check their calendar).
Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month (Dec. 17th and Jan. 21st from Noon - 3:00PM.

The Senior Center will be CLOSED on Wed., Dec. 24th, Thurs., Dec. 25th (Christmas Day), Fri., Dec. 26th, also on Thurs., Jan. 1st (New Year’s Day), and Fri., Jan. 2nd.                                            

(No Meals on Wheels on Dec. 25th, Dec. 26th, Jan. 1st.)                                                         
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Zumba at Valleys: Zumba Fitness meets Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Thursdays - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM). 
Please Note: Beginning in January 2015 - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM) will meet on Wednesdays instead of Thursdays.
Dartball Update  

Listed below are the game results and standings for the 2014/2015 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball League Season.

	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	Nov. 3
	FUM
	FUM 4-2/ VECC 5-4
	 None

	Nov. 10     
	LUM
	LUM 2-0/VECC 4-1
	LUM - Daron Bingaman, VECC - Theresa Miller

	Nov. 17
	VECC
	SJ 9-0/VECC4-3
	VECC - Russ Miller,          Theresa Miller

	Nov. 24
	VECC
	Sc 10-3/SC 10-3
	SC - Robin Dietrich,
VECC - Ann Hale, Tom Degnitz, Russ Miller

	
	
	
	

	  Standings -1st half
	

	Lykens U M        14 win      2 loss
	 Note:  Standings are as of 

	Messiah              12 win      4 loss
	     Nov. 24th.

	S John                   7 win       9 loss
	 

	S Christopher      6 win     10 loss
	

	Faith U M             5 win     11 loss
	

	VECC                     4 win     12 loss
	 

	 

	No Dartball game on Dec. 22nd.                                                                        All Star Game will be held on Dec. 29th at Faith UM at 7:00PM.

	

	 Key         FUM – Faith U Methodist
	ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	SC – St. Christopher Lutheran
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         DECEMBER 2014 BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in December.  

          May you be surrounded with love and happiness.
	4 - Amanda Graeff
	18 - Jordin Graeff

	6 - Brenda  (Bryson) Lawrence
	22 - Kristine Heckard

	 11 - Nakiah Baker
	24 - Nancy Feidt

	 12 - Gary Snyder
	27 - Ken Baker

	 13 - Elam Miller
	29 - Elizabeth Baker

	 16 - Stephanie Hatcher
	31 - Donna Novinger

	 18 - Katie Baker
	                 Ritchie Moorhead


Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	12 - Doris & Dave Hand - (44 yrs.) 
	28 - Marie & Chris Herb - (23 yrs.)

	24 - Linda & Craig Shoop - (12 yrs) 
	30 - Sandy & Ron Zimmerman - (36 yrs.)


         JANUARY 2015 BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARIES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in January!  May your birthday  

          be warm and fun even though it is snowy and cold outside.
	5 - Matt Faust
	19 - Janette Leitzel

	      Andaysha Mendez
	20 - Bob Endy

	  6 - Jackson Hoy
	23 - Diane Shaffer

	  9 - Daniel Miller
	28 - Neva Cichy

	11- Melanie Snyder
	       Dixie Endy

	         Mary Zeigler
	29 - Heidi Erb

	17 - Rahn Cooper
	30 - Aaron Herb

	         Adrienne Lesher
	31 - Mike Crum

	  18 - Ed Baker II
	       Chris Maichle

	 19 - Bridget Campbell
	


Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating January Wedding Anniversaries!
	1 - Kris & George Heckard - (10 yrs.) 
	1- Joanne & Mark Enders - (12 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleys@eccverizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you          
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Finding God?   Occasionally, a troubled person may say something like, “My life’s a mess.  I’ve tried to handle my problems alone, but without success.  Maybe I need to find God.

The truth is that God has been seeking them.  That’s the message of the Bible.  The story after Adam and Eve sinned is the tale of God’s searching for them.  God called, “Where are you?” (Genesis3:9, NRSV). Their guilt made them fearful of God, yet God sought them out – as a parent searching for his children.


When we spurn God, attempting to live life on our own terms, we alienate ourselves from the loving Creator.  We suffer the consequences; guilt, shame, lack of inner peace, joylessness. Our lives lose real meaning and hope.


Christmas reminds us that God makes every effort to keep in touch with us.  The arrival of Jesus Christ was God’s most dramatic act of reaching out to us.


Jesus said, “I have come as the light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in darkness” (John 12:46, NRSV).  God was in Christ seeking us that we might find the fullness of life which is the great gift for each of us.
A Special Baby  Mark Lowry, who wrote the lyrics to the Christmas song “Mary, Did You Know?” says he’s always been amazed by Mary’s silence at the cross, as her son was being crucified.  Maybe she was remembering back to that first Christmas, he wonders, when she counted Jesus’ fingers and toes.

“I wonder if she realized then that those were the same fingers that had scooped out the oceans and formed the seas.  I wonder if she realized those were the same feet that had walked on streets of gold and been worshiped by angels. Those little lips were the same lips that had spoken the world into existence. When Mary kissed her little baby, she wasn’t just kissing another baby; she was kissing the face of God.”


Mary silently watched her son die 33 years later, Lowry notes – not just for the world but also for his own mother.   “The baby boy she had delivered on that first Christmas was now on a cross delivering her.”
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