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       From the desk of Pastor Kris…       November 2014

George and I now have a new grandchild – Zachary Vaughn Lentz, born on Wednesday, October 15th.  I looked at that little guy in the nursery as they were doing all the things that they do to new babies – shots, drops in eyes, baths – and he was not a happy camper. Life was so calm and peaceful while in the womb, but now here he is to be face with life in the world.


As a pastor I have witnessed life at both spectrums – birth and death.  I’ve often heard it said that we should mourn when someone comes into this world and we should rejoice when someone leaves.  But I think new life is one of the most miraculous things that I have ever experienced and I can’t help but rejoice in what God has done in that tiny creation.  And with that said, the in between time, the time between our beginning life and our dying can be challenging and even difficult and painful, and especially difficult if we walk the journey without our Creator who made us.


It is inevitable that we are going to experience difficulties while on this earth, but as Christians, we live above those difficulties because of the inner joy we experience knowing the love of God through Jesus Christ.  How truly blessed we are to walk this earthly journey with Jesus.  


I hope that we as families and as a congregation are living out the responsibility we have been given to teach these tiny children about Jesus.  Through our efforts, may they come to know God’s love that provides and cares for them throughout life’s journey.

                                                                         In Christian Love,





                                     Pastor Kris
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ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET – The Valleys Council has been asked to write brief devotions for a Devotional Booklet to be used by our church during the Advent Season.  I am extending the invitation to the whole congregation.  An example would be (1) a verse in Scripture, (2) a reflection, and (3) a one line prayer.  I am extending the invitation to Sunday, November 9th. Please submit your devotions to the church office.

GROW STRONG IN THE WORD . . .   
                   Preaching Schedule For 2014
Sermon Series “Jonah”     

  October 26th         1.  “Call & Commission of Jonah”

                                           Jonah Chapter 1

  November 2nd       2.  “Why did Jonah Pray?”

                                          Jonah Chapter 2

  November 16th     3.   “The God of Second Chances”

                                          Jonah Chapter 3

  November 23rd     4.   “Jonah’s Displeasure”

                                          Jonah Chapter 4      
  November 30th - Hanging of the Greens Service
  December 7th thru 28th – Sermon Series –

                                             “The Christmas Touch”
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      WORSHIP  SCHEDULE           
Worship begins at 10:15AM.


   Join us for . . .
Traditional Worship - 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays

Blended Worship - 2nd and 4th Sundays - Learn Praise Hymns 15 minutes before Blended Worship begins.
Gospel Band Singing Group will be at Valleys on Sunday, November 9th at 10:15AM. A Covered Dish Meal will be held following the service. (Meat will be provided, please bring a casserole or salad and a dessert.) Gospel Bond (based out of Selinsgrove, PA) is a group of men singing harmony backed by a live band of guitars, harmonica and drums that will touch your soul. They sing from the heart full of passion for the gospel of Jesus Christ. Gospel Bond has been together 15 years travelling all over PA and into Ohio, New York, West Virginia and Maryland.  A Free-will offering will be taken during the program.
Thanksgiving Ingathering Service will be held on Sunday, November 23rd.  Please bring in non-perishable foods (food will be donated to Upper Dauphin Human Services food bank).
HANGING OF THE GREENS Service will be held on Sunday, November 30th at 10:15AM.  This service which involves participation from the whole congregation is the beginning of our Advent season.  At the end of the service there will be a festive celebration with tree decorating, coffee/hot cider and cookies. Please join us as we join together in anticipation as we learn about the traditions and celebrate the coming of our Lord.
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Children’s Church will be on the following Sundays in November: Nov, 2nd and 16th.   If you would like to help with Children’s Church, please see Marie Herb.
           WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS                                                              




                    Worship Support Team    
   November Greeters: Brandi Crum and Mike Crum
   Nov. Acolyte: Aaron Herb   Nov. Announcer: Dave Novinger
  
November Offering Team (Team 11):  Ann Cooper, (Captain), Rahn Cooper, Dave Hand, To be announced.  

     Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  Nov. 2 – Rachael Bryson; Nov. 9 – Whitney Faust; Nov. 16 – Jane Baker; Nov. 23 – Peggy Berra; Nov. 30 – Hanging of the Greens Service – various readers.  If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call Pastor Kris at church (896-3118) or her home (422-5788).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Kris or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

Nursery Attendants – Nov. 2 – Patty Hummel; Nov. 9 – To be announced; Nov. 16 – Carol Cooper; Nov, 23 – Theresa Miller; Nov, 30 – Donna Motter.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
Flower Sponsors – Nov. 2 – Susan Snyder;  Nov. 9, and Nov 16 – are Open;  Nov. 23 – June Wiest;  Nov. 30 – Open.  The cost for Altar Flowers is $30.00.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board.  Please mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.
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                           Monthly Worship

            November Monthly Worship Schedule 
Nov. 2nd   - Traditional Worship – Enders - Food Offering

Nov. 9th   - Worship – Gospel Bond Singers

Nov. 16th - Traditional Worship – Enders

Nov. 23rd - Blended Worship – Praise Band/Song Leaders/Hymnal -

                     Thanksgiving Ingathering Service/Mission Offering 
Nov. 30th - Traditional Worship – Hymnal – Hanging of the Greens     Service (First Sunday of Advent)
The beginning of Advent

November is the month of Thanksgiving, but it often includes the beginning of a new church year.  This year, November 30th is the First Sunday of Advent. The Season of Advent is about Jesus, the Word, “coming.”  It’s about anticipating and preparing for Christ’s arrival.


God comes to us in many and various ways.  He speaks to us through the prophets and saints. He comes and speaks to us when we are listening.  He comes in the beauty and mysteries of nature.  Most of all, God comes in the person of Christ, speaking to his listeners face to face.


Pastor Edmund Steimie put it this way:  “The Christian story is a story of God coming into the middle of life, of our lives, opening the dialogue with us.”


That’s what Advent is really all about: God visiting the earth in person to speak with anyone and everyone who is ready to do so.
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NOVEMBER is the last month of the quarter. We are studying the theme “SUSTAINING HOPE”. NOVEMBER’S topic is “VISIONS OF GRANDEUR”. NOVEMBER’S scriptures are from Ezekiel, Psalms and Isaiah.

Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for November.  Please join us.

NOV. 2 - DISCUSSION LEADERS – Sharon Fetterhoff
TOPIC- God’s Divine Glory Returns     SCRIPTURE- Ezekiel 40:1-43:12

Nov. 9 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Ed & Peggy Berra
TOPIC – The Altar, a Sign of Hope       SCRIPTURE – Ezekiel 43:10-46:24

NOV. 16 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Bob Endy
TOPIC – A Transforming Stream          SCRIPTURE – Ezekiel 47:1, 3-12                    

NOV. 23 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Donna Novinger
TOPIC – Transformation Continued   SCRIPTURE – Ezekiel 47:13-23; 

                                                                       Acts 2:37-47 


NOV. 30 - DISCUSSION LEADER – Carol Reisch
TOPIC- Let Zion Rejoice                        SCRIPTURE- Psalm 33;    

                                                                       Isaiah 52:1-2 7-12                                                    


The lessons for November help us to explore how places where we meet God can become “holy places”.  New beginnings and change can be gifts from God, things we are to share with others; to proclaim hope and as we are grounded in the Bible, we can give hope and faith to others.
Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger or Jessi Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.   
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“Friends In Faith” Sunday School Class: I invite you to come to the library each Sunday from 9:00 – 10:00 A.M.   as we join together with friends in faith to explore how we can build a deeper relationship with Christ and with those around us.  We are using Nichole Johnson’s book, “Fresh Brewed Life” as a guide for the Class.  I hope that you will join me for a fresh brew of coffee and explore avenues to a fresh brewed life that awakens you to God, to yourselves, and to others.   Pastor Kris
      SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  . . . . . . .
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Women’s Bible Study night has changed to Thursday evenings at 6:15PM at Gloria Duttry’s home.  Sharon Fetterhoff leads the Bible Study. We are studying Calm My Anxious Heart by Linda Dillow. Please contact Gloria (896-2507) if you would like to join us. Cost for book and Journal-($16) or $12 for book.
Devotionals:  We encourage people to use daily devotionals. There are Free copies of “Our Daily Bread” in the narthex that you may pick up as you come into the church narthex. Another devotional available is “These Days” for a small yearly subscription ($5 per year). Please call the church office if you are interested in the “These Days” devotional.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
                            ??    Bible Quiz  ??

Some churches observe National Bible Week in November. According to 2 Timothy, which of the following are ways that God intends for us to use Scripture? 

A. Teaching and training in righteousness 
B. Equipping God’s children for good works 
C. Reproof and correction 
D. All of the above

For the Answer:  See 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
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                  Mission Happenings         
MISSION OFFERING UPDATE FOR 2014: The schedule for use of the funds received in the Missions Basket aligns with our Mission Projects. This offering will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday of every month.

      
January thru April - Community Meals

  

May thru August - Back-to-School Project

  

September thru December - Christmas Benevolence -




(to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation 



                 and/or the Christmas Offering.)
FREE Community Meal: The FREE Community Meals have been well received and attendance continues to grow each month.  If anyone (any group) is interested in cooking/serving a meal, please contact Ed Dobbin. Meals are held the second Tuesday of every month from 5:30 - 7:00PM.
             Menu . . .
November 11th – Meatball Subs, salad, fruit, dessert, drinks 

Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, and/or give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope. 
                                           ~~~~~~~~~~

GriefShare seminar: The Valleys EC Church is sponsoring a GriefShare seminar sometime after the new year starts. We are in need of table leaders who wish to help others work their way through grief.


If you are interested in helping, call Ritchie R. Moorhead or Donna Donahue-Moorhead at: Home – 717-896-8515 or Cell (Ritchie) – 570-517-6787.  You can also contact us after church.


There will be 13 sessions with an introduction, a half hour video and about a half hour table discussion, Your help will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.
…..    (Continued)                                                          Page 9

MISSION INSITE

Mission Insite is an incredible ministry tool to help us know our neighbors.  As we have been engaging and focusing our attention beyond the walls of our church in order to reach those in our community who are on God’s radar, Mission Insite is a one-of-a-kind resource to help us understand our neighbors . . . who they are, what they like, and what their needs are.  The accumulated data that Mission Insite has at their disposal is ours for a more targeted and effective outreach strategy.

The East Coast Conference has purchased access to all the demographic information offered by Mission Insite and is now available to our church leaders.  Each leader must register for their own personal use on their computer.
To login go to www.missioninsite.com
The registration code is 4XKLD

You will be asked to select the city (Halifax) and the Conference (East Coast Conference)

You will then setup your own username and password.

If you have any questions, call Pastor Kris.

Christmas Gifts for Children 

For a number of years Valleys has been helping to provide Christmas gifts for children through a gift request program.


In a few weeks there will be a “Gifts for Children” tree in the narthex with “ornaments” (each child will have two ornaments, one - for clothing, one -  for a toy).  


Please put your name and the name of the child (and whether it is clothing or toy) on the tablet by the tree.  


Gifts may be wrapped, please remember to put “ornaments” tag with each gift. 


All gifts will need to be returned by Wednesday, December 3rd.

If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger.
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Food Bank Update: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie, pie (mixes); pie filling; cake icing; (potatoes - sweet, mashed, boiled) (can/box); gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, & canned fruit, or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on the first Sunday of the month.  Thank you for your continued support!  
Thank you:


Dear Pastor Heckard and The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Congregation,


We would like to THANK YOU all so much for your support and efforts with the 5th Annual Back to School Programs.  Over 300 area youth received clothing during the free clothing yard sales and 1st Day Fresh Impressions offered through four participating Churches including Valleys EC Church.


It was awesome to hear how excited the children were to be able to participate.  Many parents shared their appreciation and relief to experience this gift.  It is such a blessing to be able to build positive relationships with our families in our community and share encouragement to them.


I can’t help but smile thinking about how your gift of a giving heart has changed hearts by building a bridge to rust, hope and believing.


I’m in awe at the wonderful hometown missions and shared ministries your congregation has developed and supported.


Thank you to those who coordinated these events, went shopping or supported these programs in anyway.  Whatever part you played truly made a difference to the many young people and their families.

                                              Thank you and God bless you,

                                              Bonnie Kent

Isaiah 61 Ministries: Soup Kitchen (at the former Jacob’s church) for Halifax residents is open Monday and Thursday 5:30-7:00PM.  The Clothing Bank is open Monday and Thursday 12:00Noon to 5:00PM and Saturday 12:00Noon to 3:ooPM.             
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM.
DEACONS meet the *First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM.   *Please note:  Deacons will meet on Wed. November 12 at 7:00PM for their Nov. meeting. 

ELDERS meet the First Monday of the month at 7:00PM as needed. 

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.
YOUTH GROUP meets the First and Third Sundays of the month 

    at 6:30PM. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prayer Team meets at 5:30PM on the First Monday of the month.  If you would like to be a part of this team and pray for the needs of members of our community, surrounding areas, and the world, please see Mike Crum.

                                   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our Youth In The Spotlight  . . . . .  

The youth group is still making mats out of plastic bags for homeless people (to sleep on).  If anyone would like to help, please see Donna Novinger or Marie Herb.  However, we still have an overabundance of bags, so please do not bring any plastic bags into the church at this time. 
Youth Group (5th thru 12th grade) meets on November 2nd  and 16th  at 6:30PM.   Bring your friends!
Turn your clock back!  Don’t forget to turn your clock back on 
Saturday, November 1st!
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Fellowship Group Meal and Meeting - The Fellowship Meeting will be held on November 2nd following Traditional Worship Service.  Please bring a covered dish to share (meat, vegetable or a casserole) and also a dessert. 

Mr. Sticky will be at Valleys on Monday, November 10th and Tuesday, November 11th!  Order forms (White forms for Mon. Nov. 11th; Colored forms for Tues. Nov. 12th) can be picked up in the narthex.  Cost is $3.00 per bun. Buns will be available for pick-up both days.  Helpers are needed for both days - a sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please sign your name and phone number if you take order sheets to get orders. Return all order forms by Mon. Nov, 3rd.  See Ron Zimmerman if you have any questions. (Correction from last newsletter!)
Order Your Poinsettias – Gloria Duttry will take orders for Poinsettias on Nov. 16th, Nov. 23rd, and Nov. 30th. All orders and money must be given to Gloria by Nov. 30th.  Poinsettias are available in Red, Pink, and White.  Prices:  1 Bloom (4-1/2” pot) - $3.00; 2-3 Blooms (5” pot) - $4.50; 5 Plus Blooms (6” pot) - $10.00; 10 Plus Blooms - $16.50; 15 Plus Blooms - $22.50; 20 Plus Blooms - $35.00.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWSLETTER Articles: Please give all articles for the December/January newsletter to the church secretary by Wednesday, November 19th!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Put Up the Christmas Tree – We will put up the Christmas Tree, wreaths, and banners in the sanctuary on Friday night, November 27th at 7:00PM in preparation of the Hanging of the Greens service (which will be held during Traditional Worship on Sunday, November 30th).  Helpers are needed!  See Donna or Dave Novinger if you can help.
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Christmas Dinner at The Special Place Sun. Dec. 7th  

Members and friends of The Valleys are invited to join us in fellowship as we gather for dinner at The Special Place on Sunday, December 7th (12:00 noon following worship service)! 
                                     MENU

Choice of:   Broiled Haddock ($18.50) or Roast Pork Loin ($17.00) 
Choice of:   Sweet Potatoes or Macaroni and cheese
Choice of:   Salad or Soup (Crab or Broccoli)
Choice of:  Asparagus or corn
    Meal includes desserts, beverage, and gratuity.
Children ages 3 and up - Chicken Tenders and Fries ($7.50)

       See Ann Cooper or Bob Endy to make reservations.
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 We Lift Our Brothers 

 And Sisters In Prayer...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:       Navigate Pathway; Anna Portzline; Dennis & Barbara Croutharmel & Family; Dean Etzweiler; Allen Goss; Elmer Feidt; Tom Hale.


Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman.
If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041).

Sympathy – We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Dennis and Barbara Croutharmel and Family.  Dennis’ mother, Melba Croutharmel, went to be with the Lord on October 6, 2014.  May God hold them in his loving arms and comfort them.
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                 SENIOR CITIZENS GROUP
The Halifax Senior Citizens will meet on November 5th at Valleys ECC at 11:30AM for their meeting followed by a covered dish meal.  They will have their annual Christmas Party at the Halifax Ambulance Building on December 4th. (meeting at 11:30AM; Luncheon at 12:00Noon. Cost for the meal is $17.00 (includes two meats and trimmings). Please see June Wiest or Arletta Thomas by November 27th to make a reservation.
              SENIOR CENTER NEWS
Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM to Noon at The Valleys E. C. C.  Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime.  Bible Study is held Monday Mornings at 10:00AM. Place expired coupons in box in the social hall (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  
Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center or for more information. 
Special Events at Halifax Senior Center: Pinochle Card Party is held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month November 19th from Noon - 3:00PM.

The Senior Center will be CLOSED on Tuesday, November 11th, Veterans Day and on November 27th, Thanksgiving.  (No Meals on Wheels Nov. 11th, 27th or 28th.)
                                                           ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Zumba at Valleys: Zumba Fitness meets Sundays (2:00-3PM) and on Thursdays - Zumba Gold, (6:10PM) & regular Zumba (7:00PM).
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Dartball Update  

The 2014/2015 Upper Dauphin County Church Family Dartball League Season began on October 6.  Listed below are the game results and standings,

	DATE
	HOME

TEAM
	       WINNERS

1st Game /2nd Game
	          HOMERUNS

	Oct. 6
	VECC
	 LUM 4-0 /LUM 3-2 *   (*11 innings for

      LUM  win)     
	LUM – Kim Rebuck,      
             Austin Rebuck               

	Oct. 13
	SJ
	 SJ 2-1 / SJ 2-0
	 VECC – Shirley Miller


	Oct. 20
	SC
	 SC 2-1/VECC 7-0          
	 VECC – Theresa Miller,

               Dave Novinger

	Oct. 27
	VECC
	ML 8-1/ML 11-6
	ML- Jay Tobias - Grand Slam

	  Standings -1st half
	

	Lykens U M        4  win    0 loss
	 

	Messiah              4 win     0 loss
	

	S John                  3 win    1 loss
	 

	S Christopher     1 win    3 loss
	

	Valleys ECC         0 win    4 loss
	

	Faith U M            0 win     4loss
	 

	 

	 Key         FUM – Faith U Methodist
	ML – Messiah Lutheran

	                    LUM – Lykens U Methodist
	SJ – St. John’s Lutheran

	                    VECC- Valleys Evang. Covenant C
	SC – St. Christopher Lutheran
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          BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES                
                NOVEMBER  2014 BIRTHDAY WISHES                

Happy Birthday to everyone born in November!   May you be surrounded with love and happiness.
	4 - Sue Maichle
	19 - Bryce Gonder

	      Ashleigh Cooper
	       Gail Shertzer

	       Michelle Cooper
	24 - Emmett Witmer

	  8 -Tiffany Rickert
	26 - Robert (Pete Bryson

	14 - Vickie Snyder
	        Faith Byerly

	          Gloria Duttry
	30 - Donna Donahue-Moorhead


                     NOVEMBER  2014 ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

be blessed with Love and Happiness!
	19 - Vickie & Gary Snyder- (37 yrs.) 
	27- Norine & Allen Goss - (43 yrs.)

	24 - Gail & Charlie Shertzer-(52 yrs) 
	


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleys@eccverizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
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The benefits of gratitude

Christians realize gratitude has spiritual benefits, but now scientists are confirming its physical and emotional benefits, as well.

Professor Robert Emmons found that people who counted their blessings instead of their burdens were healthier and more optimistic, exercised more and made more progress toward achieving goals.  Evidence shows that gratitude can even ease chronic health conditions.

Emmons, author of Thanks! How Practicing Gratitude Can Make You Happier (Mariner Books), acknowledges that gratitude seems harder to practice during tough times.  But, he notes, “In the face of demoralization, gratitude has the power to energize.  In the face of brokenness, gratitude has the power to heal.  In the face of despair, gratitude has the power to bring hope.”















