



             SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2013      





        NEWSLETTER


What will happen to the faith in the generations to follow ours?  Will they hold the torch high or will the dream of a faith-filled world die?


There are no clear answers.  But we can help our Youth to keep deepening the discovery of others, to realize their own self-worth and uniqueness of God.  We can teach them to use language to express their unique inner reality.  We can discourage them from hiding who they really are under false pretenses.


All this is not easy.  It must be hard for parents these days, but even harder being a kid!  With this in mind, here are some suggestions . . .


- 
We should make sure that our faith teaches a happy and love-filled way of looking at things.  We must constantly remind our Youth that they are uniquely created and loved by God.


-
We must affirm our Youth in all the honest and sincere ways we can.  Without the lesson of self worth, pretence will take over, and all other lessons will be wasted.


-
Listen with an open heart.  Honest and mutual sharing will call for the admission of one’s own brokenness.  To truly listen means to empathize.  Simply put: “Tell me, what is it like to be you?”


We can help our Youth to become firm believers by helping them to be truly human.  We have to love them enough to accept them however they are, and enough to motivate and inspire them to grow further.


We have to listen to and model for our Youth. We have to love them enough to let them go through silly phases and faith crises.


So, let us pray for one another and especially our Youth.  And remember, the bottom line is, Jesus is the Lord of this world and human history.  We must do our part and then in the end trustingly leave everything in his hands. 






                        With the Love  of Christ,
                                                                   Pastor Kris 

(Pastor Kris will be on vacation October 14th thru 27th. Please call Valleys church office if any pastoral needs arise.)

VALLEYS WORSHIP SERVICE BEGINS AT       
     10:15AM SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th!

Confirmation Class begins September 15 after church.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER WORSHIP SUPPORT TEAM 

   Sept. Greeters:  Gerry Wiest and Dennis Croutharmel

      Sept. Acolyte: Brooke Croutharmel Announcer: Arletta Thomas

   Oct. Greeters: Sue Faust and Charlie Shertzer

      Oct. Acolyte: Cameron Crum           Announcer: Peggy Berra

September Offering Team (Team 9):  Donna Novinger, (Captain), Alvin Duttry, Laura Roush, Clarence Roush. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 

October Offering Team (Team 10):  Dan Yutronich, (Captain), Nancy Yutronich, Sharon Fetterhoff, Gary Fetterhoff. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 

  The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  Sept. 1 – Mike Crum; Sept. 8 – Ann Cooper; Sept. 15 – Donna Motter; Sept. 22 – Scott Miller; Sept. 29 – Carol Knight; 

Oct. 6 – Carol Witmer; Oct. 13 – Leon Shaffer; Oct. 20 – Norine Goss; Oct. 27 – Theresa Miller.  If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call Pastor Kris  at church  (896-3118) or  her home (422-5788).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Kris or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

Nursery Attendants – Sept. 1 – Donna Novinger; Sept. 8 – Theresa Miller; Sept. 15 - Brandi Crum; Sept. 22 - Donna Motter; Sept. 29 – Patty Hummel; Oct. 6 – Tracey Cooper; Oct. 12 - Neva Cichy; Oct. 20 – Carol Cooper; Oct. 27 - Shirley Miller. (If you would like to help in the Nursery, please see Donna Novinger.)  If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna.
Flower Sponsors -  Sept. 1 – Matt & Jessi Faust; Sept. 8 - Open;     Sept. 15 - Chet & June Gelnett; Sept. 22 - Pauline Novinger; Sept. 29 - Open; Oct. 6 – June Wiest;  Oct. 13, 20, 27 – Open. The cost for Altar flowers is $30.00.  The Flower Chart is on the bulletin board. Please  mark “Flowers” on offering envelope for proper credit.  

_WHAT’S UP AT VALLEYS for SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER!

RALLY DAY Kickoff: Come to the special Sunday School Kickoff on RALLY DAY Sunday, September 8th to find out the exciting kickoff for Sunday School for the upcoming year!  This is for children and adults.  Come and see what the excitement is all about!

FELLOWSHIP MEAL -  Fellowship Meal will not be held in September (meeting will be held following picnic on Sept. 8). 

Fellowship Meal will be held on Oct. 6th (1st Sunday in Oct.) following worship service. (Please bring a meat dish & dessert or vegetable dish & a dessert to share and join us in fellowship.)

CHURCH PICNIC will be held on September 8th at Matt & Jessi Faust’s home following Worship Service.  Please bring a meat dish & dessert or vegetable dish & a dessert to share and join us for an afternoon of fun & games. (Drinks, utensils, plates, napkins & games will be provided.)  In case of rain the picnic will be held in the church social hall.

CONFIRMATION begins September 15 following church.      
 Confirmation meets 1st and 3rd Sundays following church.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM.  
STRAGETIC PLANNING COMMITTEE meets the First and     
Third Monday of the month at 7:00PM.

DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM. 

ELDERS meet the Second Monday of the month at 7:00PM. 

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WHAT’S UP!  (Continued)
FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART - The Senior Citizens meet on Sept 5th at Tobias Wildlife Park at 12:00Noon (purchase food at park) and meet on October 3rd  (check the bulletin for place/ time).  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH meets Sept. 1st and 15th and also on Oct. 6h and 20th (1st & 3rd Sunday of the month).  Children’s Choir will be announced when they will begin to meet.
MISSION MOMENT is on the First Sunday of the Month.  The MISSION OFFERING will continue to be taken on the Fourth Sunday and will continue to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation and/or the Christmas Offering. MODIFIED WORSHIP is on the Second Sunday of the Month.  Join us as we will build an awareness of our own personal walk with the Lord Jesus Christ and His Call to us to go forth into the world and minister to the needs of those around us. 
Mission Moment - Vocation Sunday, September 1st: Our Mission Moment will focus on Vocation (trade, occupation). We are asking everyone to dress as their occupation of where you currently work (& one or two tools of your occupation/trade) or where you worked if you are retired.  You may also speak about your occupation, if you wish to do so. Oct. 6 is Covenant World Mission.
Summer Dartball will be held on Monday, September 9th at St. John’s Lutheran Church (Berrysburg) at 7:30PM.  Please take a snack to share.  Dartball begins the regular 2013/2014 season in October.  Check the September bulletins for date and place for first Dartball game in October.
Youth Group will begin meeting on Sunday, September 15th at 6:30PM. No Youth Group on Sept. 1 (Labor Day Weekend). If you are in 5th grade thru 12th grade, please join us and share your ideas!  BRING YOUR FRIENDS!

Sunday School Meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 22nd at 7:00PM.  Teachers, Superintendents, and anyone with ideas to share about Sunday School, please attend this meeting!

WHAT’S UP!  (Continued)
HALIFAX COMMUNITY CIRCLE OF PRAYER meets at 9:00AM at Zion-Stone U. Methodist on Thurs, Sept. 19, Thurs, Oct. 17th. 

Pick up your GIANT gift cards on Sundays before or after church.  
ZUMBA Fitness Exercise meets on Sundays (2:00-3PM) & Thursdays (7:00-8PM); (Zumba Gold - Sundays (3:15-4PM, begins Sept. 29) at Valleys ECC, designed for active older adults & those beginning their fitness journey. No pre-registration required. Call Adrienne Thoman(717-979-1327) for more information.  

NEWSLETTER Articles are due October 15th for the November newsletter.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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 WE LIFT OUR BROTHERS             

AND SISTERS IN PRAYER...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:   Navigate Pathway;   Dennis Leitzel; Ed Berra; Sue Faust; Allen Goss; Elvin Lebo; Pauline Novinger; Melba Croutharmel; Minnie Baker; Baby Elaina Parker; Gregg Gelnett; Etta & Robert Miller; Carley Enders;  Margie Zeigler, (Frey Village); 



Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins: Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer


If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to  inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 

Baptism: We were privileged to witness the Baptism of Elam Kenneth Miller, son of Theresa and Scott Miller on June 9th. Proud grandparents are Russ & Shirley Miller and Dorothy Rand. May God bless Elam and his family. 
         STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE


Since The Valleys has embarked on the Navigate pathway we have participated in many meetings to learn what this process is about and as the result we have formed many new committees or “teams” i.e. the Prayer team and the Vitality team.  The phase we are in now is the strategic planning phase.  This team or committee consists of: Bob Endy, Tom Hale, Dave Novinger, Dale Faust, Brandi Crum, Pastor Kris, and Sue Faust.


Strategic planning is bridging the gap between the church we are today and the place God wants us to be.  To do this we need to present a unified force.  This process also requires much prayer support not only from within the group, but also from the entire church body.


We started meeting around the beginning of April and we meet at least twice a month for about two hours per night.  This planning requires a lot of thought, research, discussion, and hard work.  It is a long, slow process, but we need to be thorough and do a good job.   After we discuss things at our meeting, they are presented to a coach provided through the denomination.  She gives us advice, suggestions, and encouragement.


We are learning that we need to have a strategic plan for any and all projects we plan to undertake.  In the past, when we have said we would do a project our planning and organizational skills have been very weak.  There are specific steps that should be followed in any and all of our projects.  We just saw the results of following these steps in the success we had with our back to school program.  The strategic planning committees went through the steps and gave the outline to the mission committee.  They followed the outline which made it easier to carry out this monumental task.  If we continue to approach all our projects in this manner, we can have more successful programs with a lot less stress because they will be better planned and organized.


We are continuing to meet on a regular basis and we will keep you informed through the newsletter and announcements.  Please pray for this team as well as the other teams and projects so The Valleys can keep on the pathway to becoming a healthy Missional church.  If you have an questions or concerns, please contact any member of the team. 
An informational gathering will be held on Thursday, November 7, 2013 at 7:00PM.  We will be discussing the strategic planning process as well as going into more detail on some of the responses on our Pulse survey.  Please mark this date on your calendar.
Baby Congratulations to: 

Cory Shoop and Kali Enders on the birth of their son, Remington Thomas Shoop on June 23rd! Proud grandparents: Jan Shoop and the late Tom Shoop; Mandy Shadle and Justin Mutter; John Enders and Amber Keiter.

Jeffrey and Jennifer Endy on the birth of their son, Jaymes Robert Endy born on Sun. June 30th!  Proud grandparents: Bob and Dixie Endy; James and Marie Stevens.

William III and Lindsey Motter on the birth of their son, William James Motter born on June 27th! Proud grandparents: Bill and Donna Motter; Ken and Barbara Paynter .

Brenda and Matt Lawrence on the birth of their son, Caleb Matthew born on August 1st!  Proud grandparents: Pete and Rachael Bryson;  Douglas and Janice Lawrence.

Shelly Hoy and Sean McElrath on the birth of their son, Finn Thomas James McElrath on August 13th! Proud grandparents are Jan Shoop and the late Tom Shoop; Jim and Nancy McElrath.


We pray all these families are blessed with a happy life and a close walk with God.

Thank you!


Thank you to everyone for your generous donations for the “Back to School” Program!  We have been blessed by churches and people in the Halifax community by their generosity; our Valleys congregation with their generous donations as well as members volunteering their time and effort; and the members of the Senior Center for all the time and effort in preparation for the “Free Back to School Yard Sale” and “Blessing of the Back Packs”.  We are grateful to all of you for making this a successful ministry!


We served 116 school age children at the Halifax “Free Back to School Yard Sale and we served 41 school age children at the “First Day First Impressions!


This all happened because of the support and generosity of the community!

Halifax Area Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday from 9:00AM to 1:00PM! (The Valleys E. C. Church location - next to Shell Gas Station.) -  List of Activities: (check Upper Dauphin Sentinel newspaper for weekly list: Exercise 9AM daily

 Mondays -  Bible Study 10:00 -11AM 

Tuesdays - Book Exchange/Crafts & Special projects

Wednesdays - Bingo/ Card games

Thursdays - Board games, dominos 

Fridays  - Games/ Jigsaw puzzles

Pinochle Card Party held third Wednesday of the month at Halifax Senior Center from 1:00-4PM (Sept.) Noon-4PM (Oct.).

Grocery Coupons for Overseas U. S. Military Families: Stop tossing those expired grocery coupons in the trash! The Senior Center is collecting grocery coupons for U. S. military families stationed overseas (they are able to use the coupons on base for up to SIX MONTHS after the manufacturer’s expiration date). Only manufacturer’s coupons are accepted, no local or internet coupons accepted.   Please place coupons in box in the narthex.

See Ann Hale (896-3573) or Barbara Lauver if you are interested in having lunch at the center or for more information.

             ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FOOD BANK UPDATE: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie (mixes); sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes (can/box), gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, and canned fruit or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on first Sunday of the month, before taken to the U. D. Human Services Center Food Bank (20 Clearfield St. Elizabethville, PA).  Thank you for your continued support!     
DIRECTORY ADDRESS CHANGES -   If you have any address, phone number, or name changes, new additions to your family, please call  the  church office  (896-3118)  or e-mail us at valleysecc@verizon.net (please include a street address & P O Box).

                SEPTEMBER  2013 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in May.  May summer breezes blow love and happiness to you.
	4 - Aren Faust
	19 - Doris Hand

	     Sandy Zimmerman
	       Jennifer Graff

	  5 - Aaron Southhard
	       Connie Sitlinger

	  6 - Alan Snyder
	20 - Sharon Portzline

	  7 - Andrea Kenawell
	21 - Cherish Seibert

	    8 - Charles Lamb  
	       Erika Thompson 

	10 - Jay Zerby
	22 - Brenda Roush

	  11 - Dean Herb
	       Daniel Graff

	  14 - Dan Berra
	26 - Hope Byerly

	  16 - Ron Zimmerman
	27 - Shirley McCartney

	  17 - Carol Knight
	         28 - Kyle Lauver

	         Lacey Seibert
	         30 - Norine Goss

	    18 - Charles Cichy
	                Cory Shoop       

	               Kevin Croutharmel
	


               SEPTEMBER  2013 ANNIVERSARIES  

Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with Love and Happiness! 

	  3 - Betty & Elvin Lebo - (19 yrs.)
	13 - Melissa & Dominic - 10 yrs.)

	  8 - June & Chet Gelnett - (67 yrs.)
	15 - Karla & Michael Lesher (33 yrs.)  

	12 - Star & Allen Shickley - (3 yrs.)
	


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleys@eccverizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

                    Sunday school has it all

     Sunday school is the friend of childhood, the inspiration of youth, the strength of middle life and the comfort of declining years.

      Sunday school has God’s day for its time, God’s house for its place, God’s book for its text and God’s glory for its aim.

      Sunday school builds character, instructs the mind, warms the heart, encourages the fainthearted, shields the tempted and points the way of life to all.

   Join us for Sunday School at 9:00AM  - Classes  for all ages!
                  OCTOBER 2013  BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in October!  May

    cool fall breezes blow happiness into your day.
	3 - Reece Cooper
	22 - Deanna Bailey

	4 - Karen Hebert
	       Anna Portzline

	    5 - Emily Degnitz
	23 - Lori Degnitz

	  6 - Arletta Mae Thomas
	24 - Terry Snyder, Jr.

	 11 - Vickie Boe
	27 - Gabriel Bailey

	         Allison Goss

Gary
	28 - Michael Witmer

	 13 - Dale Faust
	       Vickie Shoffler

	 15 - Carol Cooper
	30 - John Shoop

	 19 - Jennifer (Endy) Franklin
	31 - Janet Noblit

	 20 - Mark Enders
	       Alex Berra

	 22 - Joshua Berra
	      


                      OCTOBER  2013 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 

	  1 - Karen & Scott Hebert (25 yrs.)
	15 - Peggy & Ed Berra (46 yrs.)

	  8 - Brenda & Matt Lawrence (8 yrs.)


	20 - Shirley & Russ Miller (40 yrs.)

	15 - Christine & Tim Campbell (18 yrs) yrsyrs.)
	28 - Judy  & Ken Baker (12 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net
                               Mr. Sticky 

We are currently working to confirm dates for Mr. Sticky to be at Valleys in October.  (Dates were not finalized when the newsletter went out.)

Please check the weekly bulletins, Valleys sign,  and Upper Dauphin Sentinel for dates and times and more information!
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 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER PREVIEW [image: image3.png]




SEPTEMBER is the first month of the quarter.  SEPTEMBER’S topic is “FIRST DAYS”. SEPTEMBER’S scriptures are from PSALMS AND GENESIS. 

OCTOBER is the second month of the quarter. OCTOBER’S topic is  “FIRST NATION” and OCTOBER’S scriptures are from GENESIS. 


Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for September and October.  Please join us.

SEPTEMBER 1 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ed & Peggy Berra

TOPIC- God Creates 
                               SCRIPTURE- Psalm 104:5-924-30


September 8 - DISCUSSION LEADER -  RALLY DAY  - TBA

TOPIC - God’s Image: Male and Female  SCRIPTURE - Genesis 1-2; 5:1-2


SEPTEMBER 15 - DISCUSSION LEADER -  Marie Herb

TOPIC - Knowledge of Good and Evil  SCRIPTURE - Genesis 3:8b-17


SEPTEMBER 22 - DISCUSSION LEADER -  Ken Bechtel II

TOPIC - An Everlasting Covenant 
        SCRIPTURE - Genesis 9:8-17



SEPTEMBER 29 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ed Dobbin

TOPIC - God Scatter the People 
          SCRIPTURE - Genesis 11:1-9


OCTOBER 6 - Discussion Leader - Donna Novinger

Topic - A Promise of Land 
                    SCRIPTURE - Genesis 15:7-21


OCTOBER 13 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ann Cooper

Topic - A Promise to Sarah 
                   SCRIPTURE - Genesis 17


OCTOBER 20 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Carol Reisch

Topic - A Blessing for Ishmael and Isaac 

                                                             SCRIPTURE - Genesis 21:13-14, 17-21


OCTOBER 27 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Carol Reisch

Topic - The Blessing Passes to Jacob 
SCRIPTURE - Genesis 28:1, 10-22


The lessons for September and October teach us how God meets our needs, how disobedience leads to consequences but God loves us and He wants to have a personal relationship with us.

 
SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger or Jessi Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.   


  Grandparents reflect God
A woman and her grandson were spending the day together.  Suddenly, the boy had an “a-ha!” expression and asked, “Grandma, do you know how you and God are alike?”

The grandmother smiled to herself and mentally polished her halo a bit. “No,” she replied. “How?”

“You’re both old!” the boy said.

Ah, but most grandparents really are like God in many ways – kind, loving, forgiving, understanding, comforting, creative, wise.  Above all, they’ve guided us to walk in God’s paths.

Thank you, God, for these special people who have lived long enough to become like you, in many ways
                Grandparents Day is Sunday, September 8th.  

            A child's prayer for protection
If indeed childhood was ever carefree, it’s hardly so now. Some children face bullying, while others deal with rough home lives. Many fret over their performance at school and in sports.  News of dangers and tragedies makes parents want to shelter their kids from worldly harm.

Whether real or imagined, childhood anxieties are best confronted in the same way as adult anxieties: through prayer and the assurance of God’s presence. Teach this traditional prayer to a young person in your life — and find comfort in it yourself: 

God in heaven, hear my prayer. 
Keep me in thy loving care. 
Be my guide in all I do. 
Bless all those who love me too. 
Amen.


