



               JUNE/JULY/AUGUST 2013      





        NEWSLETTER


I want to thank everyone who participated in the PULSE Congregational Assessment.  There were 63 assessments completed by members of The Valleys in February of 2013, and this clearly indicates that you deeply care about your church and want it to be the best that it can be.  As we have journeyed together on the Navigate Pathway, we’ve talked a lot about the various types of churches - The Healthy Missional Church, The Stable Church, The Critical Moment Church, and the At Risk Church.  All of these churches matter to God and the Covenant Church is made up of all of these churches, but there is one that stands out as being the one that is pursuing Christ and His priorities in the world as best as they are able - The Healthy Missional Church.  Which church best describes us?


Come and learn which church best describes us On Mission Sunday - June 23rd.  We are going to take a look at the results of the PULSE congregational Assessment.  In place of the Sermon and Mission Moment there will be a brief power point presentation revealing the results of the PULSE Assessment along with suggested recommendations for our congregation to follow.  Following the presentation there will be a time for questions and answers.


Just like the words to the seven churches of Revelation, the message of PULSE contains a call to awareness, hope, and redemptive warning.  “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches?”  Revelation 2:7


Please remember that the intent of PULSE is to speak the truth in love so that The Valleys can and will reach its full potential in Christ and grow in ways that matter to God.  Paul wrote these words to the Church in Ephesus and they still hold true for us today, “. . . Speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.  From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”  Ephesians 4:15-16
            (Please see  Pastor’s Message  - continued on next page)

Pastor’s Message  (continued)


Please make a special effort to come together for worship on Sunday, June 23rd as we listen to God’s still small voice and discern God’s desire for The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church and our Community.

                                                                         Sincerely in Christ,

                                                                         Pastor Kris 

VALLEYS SUMMER CHURCH BEGINS          
AT 10:00AM  ON SUNDAY, JUNE 2nd!

Pastor’s Vacation: Pastor Kris will be on vacation attending her grandson’s Confirmation in Virginia on Sunday, June 2nd (Rev. Richard Mininger will be the Guest Speaker on June 2nd). She will also be on vacation on Monday, July 8th, and Tuesday, July 9th.

Evangelical Covenant Church Annual Meeting: Pastor Kris and our Delegates, Renny and Carol Witmer will attend the Evangelical Covenant Church Annual Meeting in Detroit, Michigan on June 27, 28, 29, 30.  


Please call the church office (896-3118) for pastoral assistance during Pastor Kris’s absence.

Oklahoma City Tornado Relief: The Mission Committee will be placing a basket in the rear of the sanctuary for several weeks for donations for the Oklahoma City Tornado Relief fund. These donations will go through our Evangelical Covenant Church Conference (Covenant World Relief). The Midsouth Conference office will be the primary conduit for these Covenant World Relief funds. Funds will be distributed to the local OKC Covenant churches for their local OKC tornado relief efforts. All donations are greatly appreciated to help the families of this devastating tornado. 
  JUNE/JULY/AUGUST WORSHIP SUPPORT TEAM 
   June Greeters:  Norine Goss and Dave Novinger

      June Acolyte: Christopher Maichle   Announcer: Peggy Berra

   July Greeters: Tom Hale and Ed Dobbin

      July Acolyte: Lydia Faust                  Announcer: Dave Novinger

August Greeters: Donna Motter and Leon Shaffer

      Aug. Acolyte: Whitney Faust             Announcer: Diane Shaffer

June Offering Team (Team 6):  Renny Witmer (Captain), Carol Witmer, Charles Cichy, Neva Cichy. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 

July Offering Team (Team 7):  Tom Hale, (Captain), Pete Bryson, Charlie Shertzer, Dave Novinger. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 

August Offering Team (Team 8):  Gloria Duttry, (Captain), June Wiest, Gail Shertzer, Jan Shoop.

  The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  June 2 – Ed Berra; June 9 – Gerry Wiest; June 16 – Ed Dobbin; June 23 – Marie Herb; June 30 – Jim Davis; July 7 – Jan Shoop; July 14 – Brooke Croutharmel; July 21 – Diane Shaffer; July 28 – Pete Bryson; Aug. 4 – Tom Lauver; Aug. 11 – Aaron Herb; Aug. 18 – Matt Faust; Aug. 25 - Aren Faust.  If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call Pastor Kris  at church  (896-3118) or  her home (422-5788).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Kris or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

Nursery Attendants – June 2 – Carol Cooper; June 9 – Patty Hummel; June 16 - Ann Hale; June 23 - Brandi Crum; June 30 – Neva Cichy; July 7 – Donna Motter; July 14 - Donna Novinger; July 21 – Marie Herb; July 28 - Shirley Miller; Aug. 4 - Tracey Cooper; Aug. 11 Donna Novinger; Aug. 18 - Carol Cooper; Aug. 25 - Neva Cichy.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery, please see Donna Novinger.)  If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna.

WHAT’S UP AT VALLEYS for JUNE, JULY, & AUGUST!

Flower Sponsors -  June 2 – Charles & Neva Cichy; June 9, 16, 23,  - Open;  June 30 - Tom & Barbara Lauver. July 7,14, 21, 28 – Open. August 4, 11, 18, 25 – Open. The cost for Altar flowers is $30.00.  The 2013 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the church narthex.  You may  put it in your  weekly  envelope. Please  mark  it  “Flowers”  so  the   Financial Secretary  can  credit  it  properly.  

_________________________________________________________________________

 Multi-Family Church Yard Sale will be held at Valleys on Saturday, June 1st from 8:00AM to 2:00PM!   If you are interested in “reserving” a space - cost is $10 (limited number of tables are available), please call the church office 896-3118 for more information.

FELLOWSHIP MEAL/MEETING - Youth Group Fundraiser - The Youth Group is doing a North of the Border Taco Buffet Fundraiser (BBQ & salad also available) in place of the Fellowship Meal after church on June 2nd.  (Desserts are welcome.)  No July Fellowship Meal/Meeting.  Fellowship Meal will be held on August 4th following church. (Please bring a meat dish & dessert or vegetable dish & a dessert to share and join us in fellowship.)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of the month at 5:30PM.  
STRAGETIC PLANNING COMMITTEE meets the First and     
Third Monday of the month at 7:00PM.

ELDERS meet the Second Monday of the month at 7:00PM. No Elders in July.

DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM. 

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART - The Senior Citizens will meet on June 6th at The Valleys at 12:00Noon (please bring a covered dish to share) and will meet on August 1st  (check the bulletin for place and time).  Senior Citizens will not meet in July.
       WHAT’S UP!  (Continued)
CHILDREN’S CHURCH meets June 9th (No Children’s church on June 2nd) and also on July 7th and 14th (1st & 2nd Sunday of the month).  No Children’s Church in August.  NO Children’s Choir over summer.

HALIFAX COMMUNITY CIRCLE OF PRAYER meets at 9:00AM at Zion-Stone U. Methodist on Thurs, June 20th, Thurs, July 18th. and August 15th.

MISSION SUNDAY is on the Fourth Sunday in of the Month (June 23rd, July 28th, and August 25th. These services are more informal and build awareness in our community and world. The Mission offering will continue to be taken on this Sunday and will continue to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation and/or the Christmas Offering.  Join us as we will build an awareness of our own personal walk with the Lord Jesus Christ and His Call to us to go forth into the world and minister to the needs of those around us. 
YOUTH NEWS - Youth Group will meet on Sun. June 2 following their North of the Border Taco/BBQ Fundraiser (held in place of the Fellowship Meal). No Youth Group on Father’s Day, June 16th.  No Youth Group meetings in July or August. Youth Group will meet again in September. If you are in 5th grade thru 12th grade, we hope you will join us  and share your  ideas and please bring  a  friend or two!   

Stamp Camp - Stamp Camp will be held at Valleys on Friday, June 21st, July 19th, and August. 16th from 7:00-11:00PM.  Stamp Camp meets on the third Friday of each month. Please see Joanne Enders if you are interested in Stamp Camp.   
ZUMBA Fitness Exercise meets on Sundays (2:00-3PM) & Thursdays (7:00-8PM); (Zumba Gold - Sundays (3:15-4PM) at Valleys ECC, designed for active older adults & those beginning their fitness journey. No pre-registration required. Call Adrienne Thoman(717-979-1327) for more information.  
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 WE LIFT OUR BROTHERS             

AND SISTERS IN PRAYER...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys:   Navigate Pathway;   *Robert (Pete) & Rachael Bryson & Family; *Tom & Barbara Lauver & Family; Allen Goss; Elvin Lebo; Sandy Zimmerman;  Pauline Novinger; Melba Croutharmel; Minnie Baker; Glen & Brenda Jones; Baby Elaina Parker; Gregg Gelnett; Etta & Robert Miller; Richard Hoke; Carley Enders; Nevin Maurer;  Margie Zeigler, (Frey Village); 



Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins: Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer


If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to  inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 

Sympathy: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers the following families


Robert (Pete) and Rachael Bryson & Family as Pete’s father, Joseph went to be with the Lord recently. 


Tom and Barbara Lauver & Family as Tom brother, John went to be with the Lord this week.


May God comfort and sustain both of these families at this time.

        VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is coming!

Bible School will be a one day event held on Saturday, July 27 (tentative date, subject to change) and is called “HayDay - Growing in Friendship with Jesus”.  Teachers and helpers are needed.  Please see Marie Herb if you can help.  Sign up before or after church.  
Check the June bulletins for correct date and time as the date was not finalized when the newsletter was put together!

Halifax Area Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday from 9:00AM to 1:00PM! (The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church location - next to Shell Gas Station.) -     Tentative list of Activities: (check Upper Dauphin Sentinel newspaper as some programs may change): Exercise 9AM daily

 Mondays -  Bible Study 10:00 -11AM 

Tuesdays - Book Exchange/Crafts & Special projects

Wednesdays - Bingo/ Card games

Thursdays - Board games, dominos 

Fridays  - Games/ Jigsaw puzzles

Pinochle Card Party held the third Wednesday of the month at Halifax Senior Center from 1:00-4:00PM.


See Ann Hale (896-3573) or Barbara Lauver if you are interested in having lunch at the center or for more information.

Join us for Sunday School at 9:00AM  - Classes  for all ages!
Take Care of First


Legendary Florida State University football coach Bobby Bowden often inspired his team with stories.  Here’s one that former players cite as a favorite:


As a college baseball player, Bowden had never hit a home run. Finally, he hit one down the right-field line, into the corner. He ran past first base and looked to the coach, who waved him on.


Bowden made it home and hit the plate, thrilled to have his homer. But as he was accepting his teammates’ congratulations, the opposing pitcher took the ball and threw to the first baseman. The umpire immediately called Bowden out because he’d neglected to touch the base.


Reflecting on the incident, Bowden said, “You have to take care of first base. If you don’t honor the Lord first, then it doesn’t matter what else you do.”


Similarly, we need to take care of first things first.  Unless we honor the Lord in all we do, nothing else will matter.

                         JUNE 2013 BIRTHDAY WISHES

Happy Birthday to everyone born in June!  May summer breezes 


blow love and happiness to you.
	3 -  Nikki (Herb) Lehr
	20 -  Gerry Wiest

	      Madeline (Snyder) Pellman
	        Nick Wiest

	  5 - Jennifer (Rickert) Rubendall
	25 -  Charlie Shertzer

	  7 - Rhett Cooper
	        Laura Roush

	 8 -  Dave Novinger
	26 -  Ashlea Guzman

	 12 -  Madisyn Rubendall
	28 -  Jaime Berra

	 13 -  Peggy Berra
	29 -  Marissa Faust

	 17 -  June Wiest
	


                          JUNE 2013 ANNIVERSARIES

   
Congratulations and Best Wishes for A very Happy Anniversary to

   
following couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day 

   
be blessed with Love and Happiness!

	3 - Matt & Jessica Faust (19 yrs.)
	19 - Rhett & Michelle Cooper (3 yrs.)

	       Neva & Chuck Cichy (35 yrs.)
	22 - Elmer & Nancy Feidt (10 yrs.)

	  7 - Delroy & Ann Long (16 yrs.)
	24 - Ryan & Jodi Cooper (2 yrs.)

	  10 - Kyle & Julie Lauver (7 yrs.)
	25 - Erin & Terry Snyder Jr. (2 yrs.) 

	12 - Andrew & Barbra Snyder (9 yrs)
	28 - Joseph & Robin Kreiner (5 yrs.)

	14 - Ken & Mary Zeigler  (11 yrs.)
	29 - Tom & Barbara Lauver (50 yrs.)

	16 - Michael & Amy Witmer (6 yrs.)
	


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST will be held on Sunday, June 16th at 8:00AM!  Bring the family!

                                   What is a father?

Being of the male species does not make a man a father, for a dad is a special blend of hero, disciplinarian, a friend, someone to look up to, someone to model … someone with a touch of the “mother” in him, someone who is big enough to say, “The fault was mine” … someone who lives the kind of life that makes you want to say, “I, too, shall follow him!”                                                  --Dr. Alton Kaul   
                     JULY 2013  BIRTHDAY WISHES
   Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in July!  

    May your day be warm with love and happiness.
	1 - Emily Lesher
	14 - Cadienne Crum

	     Carol Witmer
	15 - Ann Cooper

	   2 - Ryan Cooper
	16 - Alvin Duttry

	       Jeff Endy
	20 - Carla Baker

	   6 - Rachael Bryson
	23 - Barbra Snyder

	         Mark Lee Byerly

Gary
	24 - Sue Faust

	   7 - Nancy Yutronich
	26 - Heidi Herb

	   8 - Ken Breeman
	29 - Clarence Roush

	   9 - Kayla Mae Gonder
	       Emma Baker

	 10 - Ashley Lauver
	31 - Matt Berra


                            JULY 2013 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 

	7 - Amy & Matt Berra (12 yrs.)
	16 - Ryan & Melanie Cichy (3yrs.)

	  8 - Carol &  Bob Knight (32 yrs.)


	17 - Patty & Ryan Hummel  (3 yrs.)

	  13 - Jaime & Josh Berra (11 yrs.)
	28 - Judy  & Ken Baker (12 yrs.)


If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net   and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

A Church Garden

First, plant five rows of peas:


Presence, Promptness, Preparation, Purity, Perseverance.

Next to these, plant three rows of squash:


Squash gossip.   Squash criticism.   Squash indifference.

No garden is complete without turnips:


Turn up for meetings.       Turn up with a smile.


Turn up with new ideas.


Turn up with determination to make everything count for 


something good and worthwhile.

                     AUGUST 2013 BIRTHDAY WISHES
Happy Birthday to everyone born in August!  May summer breezes 

and love and happiness warn your day.
	 4 -  Brandi Crum
	17 - Alayna Fay Schickley

	  7 -  David Faust
	18 - Leon Shaffer

	   9 -  Rylan Cooper
	20 - Joanne Enders

	 11 -  Matt Faust
	23 - Betty Lebo

	 14 -  Melba Croutharmel
	       Russ Miller

	         Marie Herb
	       Sarah Degnitz

	           Riley Nicole Herb     
	25 - Sarah Graff

	 16 -  Allen Goss
	29 - Bailey Dunn

	   17 -  Cameron Crum
	       Kali Southard

	           Justin Dean Rubendall
	


                      AUGUST 2013 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to all the wonderful couples listed below on their special day!  May you be blessed with many beautiful anniversaries! 

	11 - Jennifer & Brian Franklin (1 yr.)
	25 - Rachael & Pete Bryson (38 yrs.)

	16 - Ann & Tom Hale (11 yrs.)
	29 - Ann & Rahn Cooper (43 yrs.)

	21 - Brandi & Mike Crum (14 yrs.)
	30 -Carol & Renny Witmer (39 yrs.)

	23 - Lori & Tom Degnitz (33 yrs.)
	31 -Andrea & Michael Kenawell (10 yrs)


FOOD BANK UPDATE: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie (mixes); sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes (can/box), gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, and canned fruit or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on first Sunday of the month, before taken to the U. D. Human Services Center Food Bank (20 Clearfield St. Elizabethville, PA).  Thank you for your continued support!  
       CONGRATULATIONS 2013 GRADUATES!
       MEET THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES  

Aren Faust - Son of Matthew and Jessica Faust, grandson of Dale & Sue Faust and Carol Reisch, graduates from Halifax Area High School in June. Activities: Marching Band, Jazz Band, Concert Band, Chorus, Archery, Stand Tall, and SADD.

Jordin Graeff - Son of John and Lori Graeff, grandson of Charles & Gail Shertzer, graduated from Hoehne High School in Hehne, Colorado in May. Activities: played Football and Basketball.

Congratulations to all the graduates on this wonderful milestone in your lives! May you receive many blessings from God on your journey in life! 

                    Christian Parental Guidance


Begin each day with prayer.  We all need divine guidance as we take on the challenges each day brings.  Let children know you’ll be praying for them while they’re away from home.  Then do so, several times throughout the day.


Teach Children that each new day is a gift from God.  Be grateful for it.  Wake children with humor.  Caress them lovingly.  Tell them God wants the best for them, and encourage them to get read for whatever surprises the day might hold.


Make children’s daily homecoming a cheerful occasion.  Listen carefully to their experiences.  Affirm that you’re proud of them and pleased to be their parent.


Make home life joyful and memorable.  Play games, tell funny stories, take walks and eat together.  Build pleasant memories that kids will remember for a lifetime.  Tell children you love them.
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 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL JUNE, JULY, AUGUST PREVIEW [image: image3.png]




JUNE is the first month of the quarter.  We are studying the theme “GOD‘S PEOPLE WORSHIP” this quarter.  JUNE’S topic is  “THE PROPHET and PRAISE” and JUNE’S scriptures are from Isaiah. 


JULY is the second month of the quarter. JULY’’S topic is  “WORSHIPING IN JERUSALEM AGAIN (EZRA)” and JULY’S scriptures are from EZRA. 


AUGUST is the third month of the quarter. AUGUST’S topic is WORSHIPING IN JERUSALEM AGAIN (NEHEMIAH)” and AUGUST’S scriptures are from NEHEMIAH.   


Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for June, July and August.  Please join us.


JUNE 2 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ed & Peggy Berra

TOPIC- Holy, Holy, Holy                 

SCRIPTURE- Isaiah 6:1-8


JuNE 9 - DISCUSSION LEADER -  Carol Reisch

TOPIC - Give Thanks                         

SCRIPTURE - Isaiah 12:1-6


JUNE 16  - FATHER‘S DAY - Discussion Leader To be announced

TOPIC - Meaningless Worship          

SCRIPTURE - Isaiah 29:9-16a


JUNE 23 - DISCUSSION LEADER -  Bob Endy

TOPIC - The Glorious New Creation 

SCRIPTURE - Isaiah 65:17-









21, 23-25


JUNE 30 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Carol Reisch

TOPIC - Joyful Worship Restored     

SCRIPTURE - Ezra 3:1-7


JULY 7 - Discussion Leader - Marie Herb

Topic - Temple Restored                    

SCRIPTURE - Ezra 3:8-13


JULY 14 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ken Bechtel II

Topic - Dedication of the Temple     

SCRIPTURE - Ezra 6:13-22


JULY 21 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ed Dobbin

Topic - Fasting and Praying                

SCRIPTURE - Ezra 8:21-23


JULY 28 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Donna Novinger

Topic - Fasting and Praying                

SCRIPTURE - Ezra 8:21-23

       (Adult Sunday School Preview is continued on next page)          
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 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL JUNE, JULY, AUGUST PREVIEW [image: image5.png]



(Continued from previous page)


AUGUST 4 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Jessica Faust

Topic - Festival of Booths                 SCRIPTURE - Nehemiah 8:13-18


AUGUST 11 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Carol Reisch

Topic - Community of Confession   SCRIPTURE - Nehemiah 9:2, 6-7,        




9-10, 30-36


AUGUST 18 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Bob Endy
Topic - Dedication of the Wall         SCRIPTURE - Nehemiah 12:27-36, 




38, 43


AUGUST 25 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Carol Reisch

Topic - Sabbath Reforms                  SCRIPTURE - Nehemiah 13:15-22

The lessons for June, July, and August focus on different parts of worship; how the early Israelites worshiped God and how we worship God. Do we praise God during difficult times? Do we feel close to God when we worship? Worship is about God and can also provide healing of spirit where we need it. Worship reminds us that we are all God’s children to do His will and work for His glory to build His Kingdom by reaching out to others and showing them God’s Word. 
 SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger or Jessi Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.     

Summer Dartball at Mon, July 8th at St. Christopher Lutheran Church in Lykens at 7:30PM.  Please take a snack to share.  
 VALLEYS 2013 DIRECTORY is available in the church narthex on the table.  DIRECTORY ADDRESS CHANGES -   If you have any address or phone   number   changes,   please   call  the  church office  (896-3118)  or e-mail us at valleysecc@verizon.net (include a street address & P O Box).
   Pick up your GIANT gift cards on Sundays before or after church.  

NEWSLETTER Articles are due August 15th for September/ October newsletter.

                                   A Timely Reminder


During one of our frequent phone calls, my 95-year-old mother related what had happened during the previous night. She’d awakened and glanced at the oversized digital clock on her nightstand.  It read 3:26 a.m.


Immediately her mind went to John 3:16, the Bible’s most well-known verse “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (NIV).  She lay back down and recited it from memory.  She drifted back to sleep but awoke again momentarily.  The clock read 3:20, so she though of Jesus’ invitation in Revelation 3:20 “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him , and he with me” (NIV).


Again, Mom fell asleep, only to awaken about an hour later. (The Spirit was active on this night!) It was 4:19, so she though about a favorite verse: Philippians 4:19. “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus” (NIV).


Mother has been a faithful student of God’s Word all her life.  Now, as she draws closer to her departure on the Gloryland Express, that Word sustains her.  It’s her daily bread and her nightly portion – mediated by an illuminated clock with bright red numerals.







-Timothy Merrill

                                       A Prayer for July 4


Almighty and ever-living God, we humbly praise you for the nation in which you have allowed us to live.  We cherish its wonder and its beauty. We are thankful for its fruitful lands, its bountiful waters, its great resources and its unlimited opportunities.


We thank you for our founding fathers and mothers, and for their foresight, special wisdom, and steadfast courage in establishing freedom and a lasting document of fairness.


Stir up within each of us the will to be good stewards of all the blessings of the land we love. Amen.    

