
                              FEBRUARY/MARCH 2013      





        NEWSLETTER


As I was growing up, Sunday afternoon and evenings were always a time spent with family.  Even as an adult we would travel on Sundays with the children to my parents home where we would gather together and eat and share together in fun and laughter.


My mom was the best cook and there was always plenty to eat.  Her cooking was the next best thing to Paula Dean - lots of butter!  She would put out a beautiful spread, and after devouring all the food, we would sit around and talk for a while.  Then everyone would help clean up.  I remember my mother’s words so well, “Save your forks, the best is coming!”  She would say this with a song in her voice.

My mother was not only the best cook, but she was the best dessert maker ever.  She was always trying something new - some new dessert that would out do the one she made last week.  Those works, “Save your forks,” told us that even though my mother had prepared a wonderful meal, there was something even better coming.


I believe that if God wanted to give us some words of encouragement today, words hat would brighten our day, He would say to us, “Save your forks!”

God wants good things for you and me.  And I believe that we haven’t seen the best that God wants for us yet.  He has something waiting that he hasn’t revealed to us yet both for us as individuals and as a church.  God is able to do far more than you can possibly fathom.  So, save your forks!







Sincerely in Christ,

                                                                         Pastor Kris 

            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY
   ****************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

  ****************************************************************         
  FEBRUARY/MARCH WORSHIP SUPPORT TEAM 
    Feb. Greeters:  Gerry Wiest and Mike Crum

      Feb. Acolyte: Whitney Faust    Announcer: Peggy Berra

    Mar. Greeters: Brandi Crum and June Gelnett

      Mar. Acolyte: Brooke Croutharmel   Announcer: Dave Novinger

February Offering Team (Team 2):  Ken Breeman (Captain), Sandy Zimmerman, Shirley Miller, Carol Knight. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 

March Offering Team (Team 3):  Ron Zimmerman, (Captain), Christopher Maichle, Mike Crum, Aaron Herb. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month.   The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers:  Feb. 3 - Brandi Crum; Feb. 10 - Donna Novinger; Feb. 17 - Ron Zimmerman; Feb. 24 - Christopher Maichle; Mar. 3 - Cameron Crum; Mar. 10 - Karla Lesher; Mar. 17 - Heidi Erb; Mar. 24 - Dave Novinger; Mar. 31 - Bob Endy. If you cannot read on your scheduled Sunday, please call Pastor Kris  at  church  (896-3118) or  her home (422-5788).   If you would like to read scripture, please see Pastor Kris or the Church Secretary Donna Novinger. Thank you.

Nursery Attendants - Feb. 3 - Neva Cichy; Feb. 10 - Carol Cooper; Feb. 17 - Brandi Crum; Feb. 24 - Ann Hale; Mar. 3 - Tracey Cooper; Mar. 10 - Brandi Crum; Mar. 17 - Neva Cichy; Mar. 24 - Ann Hale; Mar. 31 - Mary Zeigler.  (If you would like to help in the Nursery, please see Donna Novinger.)  If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna.

Flower Sponsors -  Feb. 3, 10, 17. 24 - Open; Mar.3, 10, 17, 24,  - Open;  Mar. 31 - Easter Flowers;  The cost for Altar flowers is $30.00.  The 2013 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board in the church narthex shortly.  You may  put it in your  weekly  envelope. Please  mark  it  “Flowers”  so  the   Financial Secretary  can  credit  it  properly.  

_____________________________________________________________________

 WHAT’S UP AT VALLEYS for FEBRUARY & MARCH!_

PULSE Survey takes place at The Valleys Mon. Jan. 28, Wed. Jan. 30, Thurs. Jan 31, Mon. Feb. 4, Wed. Feb. 6, Thurs. Feb. 7, Sun. Feb. 10.  See calendar for times.

Fellowship Meal on February 3rd following church. Please bring a meat dish & dessert or vegetable dish & a dessert to share and join us in fellowship.

Media Coaching - Anyone interested in learning how to operate Easy Worship & The Digital Hymnal, join us on Saturday, February 2nd or to learn how to down load video and photos and music to make a movie, join us on Saturday, February 16th 9:00AM to 12:00Noon.  To sign up, call Pastor Kris.

Confirmation Class meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays following church. (Confirmands bring a bag lunch on 3rd Sundays.) There will be a dinner for Confirmands and their sponsors on Sunday, February 17th following church.

Souper Bowl of Caring will be collected Sun., Feb. 3rd by the Youth Group following church.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PRAYER TEAM meets the First Monday of December at 5:30PM.  
DEACONS meet the First Tuesday of the month at 7:00PM. 

ELDERS meets the 2nd Monday of the month.

COUNCIL meets the Third Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
   Pick up your GIANT gift cards on Sundays before or after church. 
FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART - The Senior Citizens will not meet in February, but they will meet on March 7th at The Valleys at 12:00Noon (weather permitting). Please bring a covered dish to share.                

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE will be held on Wednesday, February 13th at 7:30PM at The Valleys. 
WHAT’S UP!  (Continued)
“In It Together” begins on Thursday, February 14th at 1:00PM  and meet each Thursday concluding on March 21st.   The topic is “Jesus - The Parables”. Bring your Bible and join us.

Community Lenten Services  will begin on Thursday, February 21st at 7:00PM at Halifax United Methodist Church. The 2013 Lenten Series is Symbols of Lent. Pastor Lanny Millette will speak on “Light”.  Please see the complete schedule in this newsletter.

Stamp Camp - Stamp Camp will be held at Valleys beginning on Friday, February 15th 7:00-11:00PM.  Stamp Camp meets on the third Friday of each month. Please see Joanne Enders if you are interested in stamp Camp.   
CHILDREN’S CHURCH meets on February 3rd and 10th and will meet on March 3rd and 10th (1st & 2nd Sunday of the month). 

CHILDRENS DRAMA CHOIR meets on February 20th & Mar. 17th (3rd Sunday of the month).       

New Adult CLASS meets on Sunday morning at 9:00AM in the library.  Please see Mike Crum or Jessica Faust for information.
HALIFAX COMMUNITY CIRCLE OF PRAYER meets at 9:00AM at Zion Stone U. Methodist on Thursday, February 21st and Thursday, March 21st.
MISSION SUNDAY is on Sunday, February 24th (the Fourth Sunday in February) and will focus on Lifeline Pregnancy Center Baby Bottles. We will not have Mission Sunday in March due to Easter. These services are more informal with a focus on specific Missions in our world. The Mission offering will continue to be taken on this Sunday and will continue to be reserved for Emergency needs in the congregation and/or the Christmas Offering.  Join us as we will build an awareness of our own personal walk with the Lord Jesus Christ and His Call to us to go forth into the world and minister to the needs of those around us. 
WHAT’S UP!  (Continued)
YOUTH NEWS - Youth Group will meet for a very short meeting on Sun. February 3rd following the Fellowship Meal (due to the Super Bowl on Feb. 3rd) and on Sunday, February 17th and will meet only once in March  on Sunday, March 3rd due to the Dartball Tournament on Mar. 17. If you are in 5th grade thru 12th grade, please  bring  a  friend  and  join  us  and share your  ideas!   
ONE (Navigate) will be held on Saturday, February 23rd at Wolf’s Church in York, PA.  Check bulletins for more information.

TURN YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD! Don’t forget to turn your clocks ahead on Saturday night, March 9th!

NEWSLETTER Articles are due March 15th for the April/May newsletter.

Dartball Tournament will be held at Valleys on Sunday, March 17th in the social hall from 1:30PM to ?  Dartball Awards Banquet will be held on Monday, March 25th at 7:00PM. Location to be determined at this time.

ZUMBA Fitness Exercise Class meets at Valleys on Sundays (2:00-3:00PM) and Thursdays (7:00-8:00PM). Zumba Gold classes are on Sundays (3:15-4PM) at Valleys ECC,  designed for active older adults & those just beginning their fitness journey. No pre-registration is required. Adrienne Thoman is the instructor for the adult classes. call Adrienne (717-979-1327) for more information, Zumbatomic (Zumba for Kids) classes are held on Sunday from 2:00-3:00PM. Nicole Hate is the instructor for kids. call Nicole (717-827-2001) for more information. 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES:

Sun., Mar. 24th  10:15AM - Palm Sunday Service

Thurs., Mar. 28th 7:30PM - Maundy Thursday Service

Easter Sunday, Mar. 31st  

6:30AM Easter Sunrise Service will be held at Camp Hebron (followed by breakfast)

9:00AM - Valleys Youth Easter Program

10:15AM - Valleys Easter Service (Holy Communion)
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 WE LIFT OUR BROTHERS             

AND SISTERS IN PRAYER...

Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)


Members & Friends of The Valleys: Navigate Pathway; Carol Reisch & Family (Cappy went to be with the Lord);  *Sandy Zimmerman; *Ed Berra; *Marion Etzweiler; *Gladys Sweigard; *Mary Shoop; Allen Goss; Elvin Lebo;  Pauline Novinger; Melba Croutharmel; Minnie Baker; Gregg Gelnett; Carley & Paul Enders; Nevin Maurer;  Margie Zeigler, (Frey Village); 



Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek


Our Shut Ins: Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer; 


If you wish to have the names put on the Prayer List, please indicate it on Prayer Card or inform Pastor Kris or Donna Novinger.


Please remember to  inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 

Sympathy: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts & prayers to  Carol Reisch & family as “Cappy” went to be with the Lord. May God comfort and hold them in his loving arms.

Please come to the Community Lenten Services on Thursday evenings at 7:00PM at the following churches and the Easter Sunrise Service & breakfast at Camp Hebron. (Services are sponsored by Halifax Ministerium).

Thurs., Feb. 21 - at Halifax U. M. C. - Lanny Millette Speaker - Light

Thurs., Feb. 28 - at The Valleys E. C. C. - Dale Parker - Speaker - Salt 

Thurs., Mar.  7 - at Faith U. M. C. -  David Layser - Speaker -Water

Thurs., Mar. 14 - at Messiah L. C.  -  Kris Heckard - Speaker - Seeds

Thurs., Mar. 21 - at Zion-Stone U. M. C.  -  Mike Petresky - Speaker -  
Bare Branch

Easter Sunday, Mar. 31 - at Camp Hebron (Easter Sunrise Service 6:30AM) -  Ron Reitz - Speaker - Butterfly

UPDATED DIRECTORY is available in the church narthex on the table.  DIRECTORY ADDRESS CHANGES - If you have any address or phone  number  changes,  please  call  the  church office  (896-3118)  or  e-mail us at valleysecc@verizon.net (include a street address & P O Box). 
                       FEBRUARY 2013  BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Best Wishes to everyone born in February!  

          May your day be filled with love, hearts and flowers.
	1-  Hannah Klinger
	19 - Whitney Faust

	3 - Robert Guzman
	22 - Andrew Snyder

	  8 - Riley Dunn
	23 - Zachary Campbell

	 9 - David Berra
	24 - Hannah Gonder

	        Ashlee Rickert
	27 - Brooke Croutharmel

	 10 - Ann Hale

Gary
	28 - Boyd Dimpsey

	 14 - Robin (Hatcher) Kreiner
	       Myra Hoffman

	 15 - Elvin Lebo
	       Tom Lauver

	 16 - Christine Campbell
	       Michelle (Shoop) Hoy

	        Tom Degnitz
	       


                      FEBRUARY 2012 ANNIVERSARIES  
Congratulations and Best Wishes for a very Happy Anniversary to the following couples celebrating Anniversaries!  May your special day be blessed with love and happiness! 
	11 - Janet & Gary Noblit - (52 yrs.)
	16 - Gloria & Alvin Duttry - (11 yrs.)

	14 - Angela & Robert Thompson - (9yrs.) yrs.)
	17 - Laura & Clarence Roush - (51 yrs.) 

	      Jennifer & Justin Rubendall - (5 yrs.)
	



If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleysecc@verizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.
Pick up a Lifeline Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle and fill it with change, dollars or a check and return it to the church by Sunday, February 17!

FOOD BANK UPDATE: Donations of soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie (mixes); sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes (can/box), gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, and canned fruit or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations are blessed during Valleys Worship Service on first Sunday of the month, before taken to the U. D. Human Services Center Food Bank (20 Clearfield St. Elizabethville, PA).  Thank you for your continued support!  
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 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

                  FEBRUARY/MARCH 2013 PREVIEW [image: image3.png]




FEBRUARY is the last month of the quarter.  We are studying the theme “JESUS IS LORD”.  FEBRUARY’’S topic is  “IMITATING JESUS” and FEBRAURY’’S scriptures are from COLOSSIANS.  MARCH begins a the first month of the new quarter with the theme  “BEYOND THE PRESENT TIME”. MARCH’S topics are “THE KINGDOM OF GOD”  and  “RESURRECTION HOPE”. MARCH’S scriptures are from DANIEL. and LUKE.  Here is a listing of the readings, topics, and discussion leaders that make up our sessions for February and March.  Please join us.


FEB. 3 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Bob Endy

TOPIC- The Supremacy of Jesus Christ SCRIPTURE- Colossians 1:15-20


fEB. 10 - DISCUSSION LEADER -  Ken Bechtel II

TOPIC - Full Life in Christ SCRIPTURE - Colossians 2:6-15


FEB. 17- DISCUSSION LEADER - Donna Novinger

TOPIC - Clothe Yourselves With Christ SCRIPTURE - Colossians 3:5-17


FEB. 24 - DISCUSSION LEADER -  Ann Cooper

TOPIC - Spiritual Disciplines for New Life SCRIPTURE - Colossians 4:2-6


MAR. 3 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ed Dobbin

TOPIC - Daniel’s Vision of Change SCRIPTURE - Daniel 7:9-14


MAR. 10 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Dave Novinger

Topic - Daniel’s Prayer SCRIPTURE - Daniel 9:4b-14


MAR. 17 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Ed & Peggy Berra

Topic - Gabriel’s Interpretation SCRIPTURE - Daniel 8:19-26


MAR. 24 - DISCUSSION LEADER - Boyd Dimpsey

Topic - The Lord’s Supper SCRIPTURE - Luke 22:14-30


MAR. 31 - EASTER PROGRAM


The lessons for February & March teach us that we should let Jesus’ love rule our lives and God is our source of hope and mercy.  The Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus brings us a new life!

 SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL!  Teachers: If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please see Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust if you need to switch Sundays with another teacher.     

Order Easter Flowers from Gloria Duttry by Mar. 3rd. Prices and information is on the bulletin board.
                      MARCH  2012 BIRTHDAY WISHES
     Happy Birthday to everyone born in March!  May your day be full of

         Sunshine and warm wishes.

	 2 - Jane Baker
	18 - Jason Faust, 

	 3 -  Barbara Croutharmel
	       Courtney Chubb

	  8 - Amber Long
	20 - Dennis Croutharmel

	        Walker Dobbin
	23 - Aurora Cooper 

	  8 - Amber Delanna Long
	24 - Sherry Byerly

	    9 - Rylee Zerby
	       Greg Johnson

	10 - Minnie Baker
	       Brynleigh Snyder  (1st B-day)  

	         LaRay Croutharmel
	27- Judy Baker

	  17 - Dave Hand
	31 - Colleen Gonder        


                      MARCH  2012 ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Best Wishes for wonderful and Happy Anniversary

   to all the couples celebrating Anniversaries! May your special day be

  Blessed with Love and Happiness!  

	   6 - Susan & Dale Faust - (42 yrs.)
	18 - Sherry & Matt Byerly - (15 yrs.)

	22 -  Charlene & Ed Baker - (33 yrs.)
	31 - Dixie & Bob Endy - (40 yrs.)


 If anyone’s birthday or anniversary was missed, please see Donna Novinger or phone the church (896-3118) or email Donna at valleys@eccverizon.net  and it will be corrected.  Thank you.

                                  What will you give up?



During Lent, some Christians give up a luxury or vice as a form of self-denial or to practice self-control.  Ultimately, such a sacrifice should benefit one’s spiritual walk with Jesus, who gave everything.



A Missouri teenage decided to give up talking for Lent.  Decklan Conway, 13, communicated through dry-erase boards, going through three markers in less than a week.  Although he lost a few friends because he wouldn’t talk, Decklan wrote, “I’m doing it for a greater purpose.”  He added, “God gave up his only Son or us. … What are you willing to give up?



A worthy corollary to that question is “What will you take on?” What can you do for God’s kingdom during this season of reflection and recommitment?

                      Confronting the status quo



The Wright brothers did what the status quo deemed “impossible”: build a vehicle heavier than air and then fly it.   A problem-solving technique they used, called “mind warping,” has been described as thinking outside the box without forgetting about the box.  As Jay Dennis writes in The Jesus Habits  (B&H Books): “Christians are people God has called to think outside the box, without abandoning our core beliefs.”



Jesus continually urged people to think “outside the box” in their understanding of God -- announcing forgiveness outside the temple? touching lepers and dead people? welcoming children, women, Samaritans, tax collectors, sinners? -- while at the same time, never abandoning the ancient core of the faith:  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and your neighbor as yourself” (see Luke 10:27).



God calls people to think not just outside the box but outside the tomb.  When unconditional love and eternal life confront the status quo of sin and death, anything is possible.

Dartball: 


The second half of Dartball season began on Monday, January 7th with Valleys hosting Messiah Lutheran.  Valleys won the 1st game (5-4) and Messiah won the 2nd game (8-4). Homeruns: Valleys - Dave Novinger, Renny Witmer.


Faith United Methodist played at Valleys on January 14. Faith won the 1st game (7-6) and Valleys won the 2nd game (3-2).  Homeruns:  Faith - Deb Scott; Valleys - Pete Bryson (2 homeruns), Renny Witmer.

                    
                                     A Sign of Spring 


In The Story of the Easter Robin  (Zonderkids), Dandi Daley Mackall retells an old Pennsylvania Dutch tale of the robin’s compassion as he witnessed Jesus’ death.


On Good Friday, a plain brown robin flying over Jerusalem was curious about the “nest” atop Jesus’ head.  When the bird realized it was a crown of thorns, he tried to dislodge it.  As the robin pulled out a long thorn from Jesus’ forehead, a drop of blood landed on the bird’s breast, staining it red.  Now the robin’s red breast is a symbol of Jesus’ loving sacrifice, and the robin’s early-spring song is a reminder of Jesus’ joyful resurrection.

