THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
The Rev. David Guertin, Pastor

Organist & Pianist, Mark & Joanne Enders

Acolyte, Brooke Croutharmel

September 18, 2016 

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                                
           *
Call To Worship 
           
      




L:
Let us come together as part of God’s beloved family.




P:
We are indeed God’s children. Let us gather today in God’s house.




L:
We have been faithful at times and we have strayed at times from God’s love.




P:
But God has never given up on us, always awaiting our return home.




L:
God’s love for us is so real that Jesus came to lead the lost home.




P:
Blessed be the name of the Lord!



 
L:
Let us worship God!




Prelude -         “How Can I Keep from Singing”       by Barbara Boertje         


*
Hymn -           “Stand Up and Bless the Lord”             Pg. 21                                                                                              

      *
Opening Prayer    



*
Call to Confession



*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       



   Lord, so many times we have wandered off in our own directions, chasing after our dreams, only to wake up and find ourselves completely lost without You. We have focused only on the present and forgotten You are the God of Eternity. We have failed You, yet You love us still. Forgive us, Lord, and lead us lovingly home. In Christ we pray. Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   
· Assurance of Pardon


*
Gloria Patri                                                                    Pg. 623                                                  



*
Affirmation of Faith -  (In Unison) 

 






We believe in God the Creator of all, known to us through perfect love, who has called forth a people of faith.  We believe in Jesus Christ, the Word become flesh, crucified and resurrected, our Savior from sin, our peace, and Lord of the church.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, poured out on all believers, our source of inspiration and power.  We commit ourselves to follow Jesus Christ, growing by grace into the image of God, to live as faithful disciples, loving friend and enemy.   Amen.






Hymn -                        “He Leadeth Me“”                   Pg. 461                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                   Prayer cards will be collected during this hymn.




Prayer with Lord’s Prayer  






Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.




Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”        Pg. 614    




Anthem -             “Give Me Joy in My Heart”




Scripture -      Luke 15:11-32 (Page 105 of NT Pew Bible)   

                                          Leon Shaffer, Lay Reader              



Message -                         “Prodigals” 



Offering Invitation




Offertory  -                  “No, Not One”             by Edward Broughton


*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own”  Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication 


*
Hymn -             “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”           Pg. 506                                                                                                                                                      



*
Benediction



*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude -  “Give Me That Old Time Religion”  

                                        by Hugh S. Livingston, Jr.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP: We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.
MEMORY VERSE:  Luke 15:7 (NRSV)  “Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.”

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.



SEPTEMBER GREETERS: Gary Snyder, Dennis Croutharmel.

Sept. Acolyte: Brooke Croutharmel.  Announcer:  Arletta  Thomas.
Sept. OFFERING TEAM (Team 9): Alvin Duttry, Laura Roush, Clarence Roush, To be announced.
Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 

LAY READERS: Sept. 18 - Leon Shaffer; Sept. 25 - Donna Motter; Oct. 2 - Nicole Shoop. If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call the church secretary (896-3118). 

NURSERY: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Sept. 18 - Theresa Miller; Sept. 25 - Brandi Crum; Oct. 2 - Patty Hummel.   If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS (Adults): Sept. 18 - Ann Cooper; Sept. 25 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Oct. 2 -  Fred & Kelly Prudek; . If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger who will teach in your place.           

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall    Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE  for Sunday, Sept. 11 was 56. 
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                                              The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
                                 Pastor David Guertin

                                      Phone: 715-497-4310

                             Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office (717-896-3118)           

         Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                        CHURCH CALENDAR
Sept.
18 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM -  Traditional Worship - (Enders) 





2:00PM - Zumba

Sept.
19 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Ron Reitz, Leader)

Sept.
20 -
5:00-8PM - G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740 

Sept.
21 - 
Noon-3PM - Senior Center Pinochle Card Party




6:00-8PM - G. S. Troop 10753




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba




7:00PM - Council Meeting
Sept.
25 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class



10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team/Hymnal) -




Mission Offering - Special Music - Judy Knorr

Sept.
26 - 
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Ron Reitz, Leader)

Sept.
27 -
5:00-8PM - G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740 

Sept.
28 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Troop 10753




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba




7:30PM  - Choir practice 

Oct.
  1 -
4:00-6:00PM - PIG ROAST at Valleys
Oct.
  2 -
9:00AM - Sunday School - Fred & Kelly Prudek




10:15AM -  Traditional Worship - (Peggy Berra) Fred & Kelly Prudek -Holy Communion



Covered dish Fellowship Meal follows worship service

Oct.
  3 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Carol Reisch, Leader)




5:30PM - Prayer Team




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Leaders

Oct.
  4 -
5:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740




7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Oct.
  5 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Troop 10753




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba




7:30PM  - Choir practice 
Oct.
  9 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class



10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team/Hymnal)




2:00PM - Zumba

Victory Group-Mondays, 5:30PM; 

     Praise Team Rehearsal - 2nd & 4th Thurs, 6:30PM   
                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards:
MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:   
*June Wiest, (Polk Personal Care, Rm. 332);  *Janette Leitzel, (Home); *Esther Masser & Family;  Gary & Vickie Snyder; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman;  Tom Hale; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Jane Baker; Gail Shertzer; Gary Fetterhoff; Nancy & Elmer Feidt; Tom Lauver; Pat & Richard Snyder, (Bonita Heddings sister & brother-in-law;  Bob Knight, (Carol Knight’s husband); Ken Klett; Linda Crabb,-Pam Campbell,-Inez Boyer, (friends of Arletta Thomas); Shirley Harris, (Nancy Feidt’s sister);  Lorene Buffington, (Ken Bechtel’s sister).
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Pia & Eugenio Restrepo.
OUR SHUT INS: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 

Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. 
    ______________________________________________________________________________

SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Esther Masser and Family as Esther’s husband Kermit went to be with the Lord on September 9th.  A memorial service will be held on Saturday, September 24th at Valleys (Visitation will begin at 10:00AM and the service will begin at 11:00AM.)

COUNCIL will meet on Wednesday, September 21st at 7:00PM.
CONFIRMATION CLASS will begin on Sunday, September 25th at 9:00AM.

PIG ROAST will be held at The Valleys ECC on Saturday, October 1st from 4:00PM to 6:00PM.   Menu: Pork, Filling, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Cole Slaw, Gravy, Desserts, Drink.  Ticket Donation: $10.00, Ages 4-12: $5.00, Ages 3 and under “Free”. Please contact the church (896-3118) to order tickets or you may get them after Worship Service on Sunday.  Food will be served in the social hall.
MISSIONARIES FRED AND KELLY PRUDEK will be at Valleys on Sunday, October 2nd to share their missionary experiences.  A covered dish fellowship meal will be shared following the worship service. (Please bring a covered dish to share.)
World Wide Communion (Pew Communion) will be administered on Sunday, October 2nd (Traditional Worship).
“FREE” COMMUNITY MEAL will be held on Tuesday, October 11th from 5:30-7:00PM.  Menu is Beef Pot Pie, Salad, Tropical Fruit Salad, Dessert, Drink.
GOSPEL BOND (Singing Group) will be at Valleys on Sunday, October 23rd at 10:15AM Worship Service.  A Fellowship Meal will follow the Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish to share and join us in fellowship.

PASTOR INSTALLATION: Pastor David Guertin will be installed as Pastor of The Valleys ECC during the Worship Service on Sunday, November 6, 2016.  


Rev. Howard Burgoyne, ECC East Coast Conference Superintendent, will participate in the service. 


A Covered Dish Meal will follow the service. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this special service!

WASHER NEEDED: A washer is needed for Pastor Dave. If anyone knows of a used washer for sale, please contact Marie Herb or Pastor Dave.

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Senior Center is open at 8:30 to 10:00AM for anyone who wishes to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room. September Monday Morning Bible Study Leader is Pastor Ron Reitz.


GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
[image: image2.emf]


New Testament

                      reading Plan
Our journey through the New Testament starts next week      beginning on September 25. 
For eight weeks, The VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH will read from The Books of the Bible. We’ll read around 12 pages a day, five days a week (Monday-Friday). And we’ll gather in small groups to share the journey.
For those who have signed up for the Covenant Community Bible Experience: Pick up your Bible and bookmark at the table in the foyer (you may pay for your Bible at that time if you wish.) 
There is still time to sign up to receive your Bible!
Be sure to download your copy of the Reader’s Guide and sign up for daily email updates. You can also download eBook and mp3 audio versions of The Books of the Bible: New Testament. Access your digital resources at CovChurch.org/CBE.
