THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Acolyte, Acolyte, Brooke Croutharmel
September 17, 2017 - 10:15 AM

 “Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                             Diane Shaffer



*
Call To Worship 
           
      

L:  Everyone who believes in Christ will have eternal life.
P:  For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life.
L: The Light has come into the world, but people love the darkness rather than the Light.
P:
Those who do what is true come to the Light in order that the Light may show that what they did was in obedience to God. Amen.
      
L:  Come, let us worship God!
Prelude -                      “Thanks Be To God”       (lighting of Altar candles)                                          


*
Hymn -                  “Fairest Lord Jesus”                         Pg. 88                         
      *
Opening Prayer    



*
Call to Confession



*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       




Gracious God, we are truly grateful for the gift of new life you hold out to us. We are proud to be a part of your kingdom, but we confess that we have been slow to accept the responsibilities that come with your gifts. We rejoice that we can dwell in the light of your forgiveness, but we are slow to share your love with those who are lost in loneliness and despair. We have failed to bring the light of Christ into their joyless lives. Renew a right spirit within us, O God, and send us forth determined, as children of the Light, to shed that light abroad. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.      


*
Kyrie:   (To Be Spoken/Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   
*    Assurance of Pardon: (Leader)

            L:
Know that God is rich in mercy. Even though we are dead through our trespasses,
            P:
God’s great love for us makes us alive through Jesus the Christ. We are thus saved by God’s grace.



L:
Live in the assurance that, as we confess our sin, through Christ’s intercession on our behalf we are forgiven.
*     Profession of Faith: (In Unison)  


We believe in God who created and is creating the world, who came to us in His Son, Jesus;  To reconcile and save.  Who works by His Spirit. Who calls us into His church to celebrate His presence, to join hands and hearts in service.  To proclaim Jesus Christ - crucified and risen - our only hope, in life and in death, and unto the life everlasting.  These things we believe in our hearts and will proclaim with our voices.  Amen.



Hymn -   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”      Pg. 185                                                                                                                                                   

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.



Prayer with Lord’s Prayer  






Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614



Anthem -        “All Things Bright and Beautiful



Scripture -     John 3:13-17   (Pg. 13 of NT Pew Bible)
                                    Ken Bechtel, Lay Reader                                                                                 



Message -                      “Lifting Jesus Up”     



Offering Invitation


Offertory -                   “I Need Thee, Jesus”                                                       


*
Offertory Response - We Give Thee But Thine Own”    Pg. 620  


*
Prayer of Dedication         


*
Closing Hymn -     “O for a Thousand Tongues”           Pg. 76                                                                     


*
Benediction



*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude -                          “Hymn Medley”                 



WELCOME TO WORSHIP:  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.


OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by June Gelnett in honor of Valleys’ choir.
	                       WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	September Announcer  

Diane Shaffer
	Sept. Acolyte  

Brooke Croutharmel

	Sept. Greeters   Leon Shaffer, Brooke & Dennis Croutharmel
	Sept. Offering Team (Team 9)*   Alvin Duttry (Capt.), Clarence  & Laura Roush, To be announced


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering if you cannot be there. 
	
	Sept. 17
	  Sept. 24
	Oct 1
	     Oct 8

	Lay Readers
	Ken Bechtel
	Rachael Bryson
	Aaron 

Herb
	Ann 

Cooper

	Nursery Attendants
	Theresa Miller
	Brandi Crum
	Patty Hummel
	Shirley Miller

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Dave Novinger
	Ken Bechtel
	Ed 
Dobbin
	Ann 
Cooper


Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday or if you would like to be a Worship Participant.  Please contact Ken Bechtel if you are unable to teach Sun. School on your scheduled Sunday.
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                   Pastor David Guertin

         Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                       Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com
  Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM
      Church Office (717-896-3118)

     Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org    Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                             CHURCH CALENDAR 
Sept.
17 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class




10:15AM – Traditional Worship - Organist,  

                          Special Congregational Meeting  follows Worship





2:00PM – Zumba


Sept.
18 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.) 





(Yoga Exercise 9:00AM at Senior Center Mon. - Thurs.)





10:00AM – Bible Study (Pastor Mike Petresky, leader)

Sept.
19 -
6:00-8PM – G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740





7:30PM – Choir


Sept.
20 -
Noon-3PM – Senior Center Pinochle Card Party




6:00-8 PM – G. S. Trps 10573, 10728




6:15PM - Zumba; 7:15PM – Zumba Burst




Sept.
24 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class




10:15AM – Blended Worship – Praise Team/Hymnal,

                             Mission Offering (Christmas Benevolence)




IMMERSE Bible Reading BEGINS TODAY!


Sept.
25 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.) 





(Yoga Exercise 9:00AM at Senior Center Mon. - Thurs.)





10:00AM – Bible Study (Pastor Mike Petresky, leader)

Sept.
26 -
6:00-8PM – G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740


Sept.
27 -
6:15PM - Zumba; 7:15PM – Zumba Burst
Oct.       1 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class




10:15AM - Traditional Worship – Hymnal – Communion,

                             Food Offering





Fellowship Covered Dish Meal follows Church




2:00PM – Zumba

         Praise Team Rehearsal for 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 6:00PM
CHURCH ATTENDANCE for Sunday, Sept. 10 - 56.
GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
  PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
                 *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new/change)
Please remember people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards: 
MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
      *Hurricane Irma & Harvey Victims;  *Dee Portes, (Hershey Med. Center, 4th floor); *Ritchie Moorhead; Jane Baker;  Janette Leitzel; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Elmer Feidt; Vickie Shoffler, Hannah Klinger; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Tom Lauver; Pat & Richard Snyder; Charlie Enders Mary Smith; Ben Baker; Donna, Sandy, Scott; Robert Hale, Mari Miller; Lillian Danner; Kelly Shutt; George Wert; Troy Millard; Jody Russel; Robin Kreiner; David Roadcap; June Fetterhoff; Sharon Flowers; Henry Helfich; Austin Kent; Tim Peiffer; Tina Shearer; Lester Baker; Gerald Romberger; Henry & Lorraine Henninger; Everly Shoop.
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest; Lori Graff  
 MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; *Annalea Egging; *Marcia & Carl Elwood; *Rhonda & Kent Egging; *Cynthia & Peter Ekstrand;  *Kristi & Greg Fauss; *Denise Garcia; *Karen & Carl Groot; *Jim & Joan Gustafson; *Keith & Florence Gustafson; *Beth Harrell; *Tammi & Jose Hernandez; *Nancy Jo Hoover; *Covenant Missionaries and all people in Mexico affected by the earthquake; Covenanters in World Mission.
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.    
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Sanctuary              Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
     

Confirmation Class – Library 




Children and Youth - Nursery and S. S. Classrooms
*************************************************************************
A SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held immediately following the morning worship service this morning. *************************************************************************  

CHOIR PRACTICE will be on Tues. Sept. 19th at 7:30PM this week.  If you like to sing, please join us! We welcome new voices.
IMMERSE: Covenant Bible Reading Experience will begin on September 24. If you experienced Community Bible Experience last fall, you will find that IMMERSE is a similar way to read through the Bible.  Sign up sheet is in foyer to order a copy. Please order by Sept. 17th.
PIG ROAST will be held at The Valleys ECC on Saturday, October 7th from 4:00PM to 6:00PM. Menu: Pork, Filling, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, cole Slaw, Gravy, Desserts, Drink. Ticket Donation: $10.00; Ages 4-12: $5.00; Ages 3 and under “Free”. Get your tickets on Sundays or call the church office 717-896-3118.
MR. STICKY: Mark your calendar – Mr. Sticky will be at Valleys on Mon. October 23rd and Tues. Oct. 24th! Order your sticky buns in October! Pick up Order forms in foyer if you wish to take orders or call church office (717-896-3118) for more info or to order buns.

MISSION OFFERING is received the fourth Sunday of each month. (Offering for September thru December goes to Christmas Benevolence). You may be put in your offering envelope marked ‘’Christmas Benevolence’ or put it in the basket in the rear of the sanctuary marked “Mission Offering.
___________________________________________________________________________________ECC DIASTER RELIEF FUND TO AID HURRICANE VICTIMS: A special fund has been established for Covenanters to help victims of Hurricane Harvey. The Love Mercy Do Justice mission priority together with the Midsouth Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church and Covenant World Relief are partnering to meet immediate needs along the Gulf Coast.

Please pray for the churches of the Midsouth Conference and their surrounding communities and all the people who have been affected by the storm (Harvey). Go to www.covchurch.org and go to giving page to donate.  If you do not have access to a computer, through the month of September you may put monetary donations in the basket at the rear of the sanctuary (marked “ECC DIASTER RELIEF FUND” or put it in your weekly envelope marked “ECC Disaster Relief Fund”.

Also please pray for the Southeast Conference and their surrounding communities and all the people who have been affected by hurricane Irma and Covenant missionaries and people affected by the earthquake in Oaxaca, Mexico.
CHURCH SEXTON (CUSTODIAN): The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church is looking for a qualified candidate for the position of Church Sexton. Work may be done at his/her convenience as long as the major duties of the position are met. For a copy of the job description or to submit a letter of interest, please stop by the church office (3682 Peters Mountain Rd Halifax, PA 17032 or call 717-896-3118.
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. and Thurs. Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games in the Social Room.  Sept. Leader is Pastor Mike Petresky. Calendar is on Bulletin board in foyer.       FOR THOSE WHO WISH SOME GENTLE EXERCISE: Yoga Exercise for Seniors (and anyone else who wishes to come) is held Monday, thru Thursday at 9:00AM (except the week of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed) - everyone is welcome!  Pinochle Card Party September 20th, Noon-3PM

MEALS ON WHEELS DRIVERS ARE NEEDED: Please call Dave Kessler (717-576-1965) if you wish to deliver meals.
___________________________________________________________________________________
FOR SERMON NOTES Sunday, September 17, 2017 

Sermon: “Lifting Jesus Up”  Scripture: John 3:13-17
