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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

    (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes   




Greetings and Announcements                        



*
Call To Worship -                                                 



L:
Come to this place of prayer; God is calling us. Come, all who are burdened; there is healing here.




P:
We have come to hear the Word of God.  We have brought with us all that weighs us down.




L:
Let voices of praise greet the one who calls us.  Be glad together and sing for joy.




P:
Our hearts respond with hope for a new day.  Our voices join in thankful prayers and praise.




L:
God reigns among us and fills the world with light. We are invited to make our home with the living God.




P:
May God’s ways be known within and among us.  May God guide all nations in ways of peace.




L:
Come, let us worship God!




Prelude -                             “I Love You, Lord”


*
Opening Hymn -              “We Are So Blessed”               Pg. 564                                                             



*
Prayer of Invocation     
                                





*
Call to Confession



*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       






Lord, we often seek the approval of the world and lose sight of the message You would have our lives bring to those around us.  Or we have feared rejection and not seen how Your rejection on the cross bought healing and love.  Forgive us, Lord, when we have lost our way, and lead us so that our lives might lead others to You.  In Christ we pray.  Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung)          



Leader: 
Lord, have mercy upon us.




People:
Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader:
Christ, have mercy upon us.




People:
Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader:
Lord, have mercy upon us.




People:
Lord, have mercy upon us.



*
Assurance of Pardon                                   
   



*
Gloria Patri                                                                      Pg.623


 
*
Profession of Faith:     (In Unison)                          






We believe in God the Father, Creator of all things,   We believe in God the Son, Who came to live among us and die for us, that we might know the fullness of God’s Love.  We believe in the Spirit of God, our inspiration and counsel.  We believe that God has gathered us together in His Church for praise, learning, and mutual support.  From this church He sends us into the world to give testimony to His Love.  Amen.




Children’s Sermon




Blessing of the Backpacks



Hymn of Preparation -          “Trusting Jesus”                 Pg. 355                                         

                    Prayer cards will be collected during Second Hymn. 



Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer   (Debts & Debtors)            

Choral Response -      “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”            Pg. 614




Special Music -                   Jenny Franklin




Scripture -         Psalm 67:1-7, Aren Faust, Lay Reader 

       

                           (Found on Pg. 636 of the OT Pew Bible)





Sermon -                  “May God Be Gracious to Us”




Our Morning Offering                                      



Offertory -                            “He Careth For You”     


*
Offertory Response -  “We Give Thee But Thine Own”       Pg. 620 



*
Prayer of Dedication                                         


*
Closing Hymn -   “Take the Name of Jesus With You”    Pg. 116                                                              


*
Benediction                                                        


*
Threefold Amen   


     
*
Extinguishing of the Candles  



*
Passing the Peace Greeting:




All who are able may greet those around them with an 



embraceor a handshake, accompanied by such words as:




Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”


*
Postlude -                   “He‘s Everything to Me”
Welcome: Welcome to all! It is with open hands and hearts that we greet you in the name of the Lord. We come before our gracious, loving God with joyful hearts. If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

Our beautiful Altar Flowers are presented to the glory of God by Rachael and Pete Bryson in honor of their 38th anniversary on Aug. 25th.

Next Week’s Scripture Lesson:   Jeremiah 2:4-13

Special Music: We welcome and thank Jenny (Endy) Franklin talent and providing us with special music this morning.

August Greeters: Donna Motter and Leon Shaffer. Announcer:  Dave Novinger.  Acolyte: Whitney Faust. August Offering Team: Gloria Duttry, June Wiest, Gail Shertzer, Jan Shoop.

September: Gerry Wiest and Dennis Croutharmel. Announcer:  Arletta Thomas.  Acolyte: Brooke Croutharmel. September Offering Team: Donna Novinger, Alvin Duttry, Laura Roush, Clarence Roush.

Lay Readers: Aug. 25 - Aren Faust; Sept. 1 - Mike Crum; Sept. 8 - Ann Cooper Sept. 15 - Donna Motter.   If  you  cannot  read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
Please Note: Valleys Church returns to 10:15AM  regular time on Sunday, September 8th ! 
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                             The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                            Halifax, PA

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site & Email -  http://valleysecc.org  valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                         Email - KOHeckard@aol.com    



                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
Aug.
25 -
9:00AM - Sunday School - Fun Day




10:00AM -Traditional Worship - Blessing of the Back 


Packs; Mission Offering (Christmas Fund, Special Needs)




2:00-3:00PM - Zumba  (NO Zumba Gold in Aug.)
Aug.
26 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri 





10:00AM - Bible Study 



7:00PM - Strategic Planning Committee




9:00AM-1:00PM - AARP Driving Class




7:00PM - Zumba
Sept.
  1 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:00AM -Traditional Worship - Food Offering and 

            Mission Moment (focus on Vocation Sunday)
                     
No Fellowship Meal today (it will be next Sun. Sept. 8)




2:00-3:00PM - Zumba

Sept.
  2 -
Labor Day - 
Church Office & Senior Center are closed! 




10:00AM - Special Zumba Class  No Meals on Wheels. 

Sept.
  3 -
7:00PM - Deacons

Sept.
  4 -
7:30PM - Choir practice begins!

Sept.
  5 -
12:00Noon - Senior Citizens  at Tobias Wild Life Park



1:00-6:00PM - Marianna Fundraiser order pick up
      ~CHURCH BEGINS AT 10:15AM SEPT. 8th!~
                     Sunday, September 8th is Grandparents Day.
Sept.
  8 -
9:00AM - Sunday School - RALLY DAY




10:15AM -Modified Worship 




Church Picnic follows Worship Service at Matt & Jessi Faust‘s home. (Please see announcement)

2:00-3:00PM - Zumba  

Sept.     9 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri 





10:00AM - Bible Study (Leader Pastor Denise Haskins)




5:30PM - Prayer Team




6:00-8:30PM - Girl Scout Leaders




7:00PM - Elders




7:30PM -Summer Dartball at St. John’s (Berrysburg)

Sept. 
10 - 
7:30PM - Choir

Sept.
11 -
6:00-8:30PM - Girl Scout Registration

Sept.
15 -
9:00AM - Sunday School - Fun Day






10:00AM -Traditional Worship






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba






6:30PM - Youth Group

           
                *PRAYER REQUESTS* 
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: Navigate Pathway; *Patrick Weston, (Elmer Feidt’s son-in-law); *Glen Jones; Betty & Elvin Lebo;  Diane Shaffer; Allen Goss; Dennis Leitzel; Ed Berra; Sue Faust; Aaron Herb; Melba Croutharmel; Pauline Novinger; Etta & Robert Miller; Gregg Gelnett; Margie Zeigler, (Frey Village).

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Jennifer Otterbein; *Dave & Jeanne Palleschi. Victims & Families of Tornado in Oklahoma City; 

Our Shut Ins: Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer; Minnie Baker

Military:  Cameron Heddings, (grandson of Bonita Heddings), is stationed in Afghanistan). 

Please inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Church School Teachers (Adults): Aug. 25 - Carol Reisch; Sept. 1 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Sept. 8 - RALLEY DAY; Sept. 15 - Marie Herb.  If you cannot teach on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.

Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Nursery Attendants: Aug. 25 - Neva Cichy; Sept. 1 - Donna Novinger; Sept. 8 -Theresa Miller; Sept. 15 - Brandi Crum. If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.  

Thru your generosity: 116 school age children were served at the Free Yard Sale and 41 school age children were served through the First Day First Impressions!  Thank you for opening your hearts for this important ministry!

Baby Congratulations: Congratulations to Shelly Hoy and Sean McElrath on the birth of their son, Finn Thomas James McElrath on Aug. 13 (7lb. 3.5oz, 18-1/2in. Long)!  Proud grandparents: Jan Shoop and the late Tom Shoop; Jim and Nancy McElrath. We pray all these families are blessed a happy life and a close walk with God.

Strategic Planning Committee meets Mon. Aug. 26th 

Marianna’s Fundraiser: The Deacons are sponsoring a “Marianna’s Fundraiser”.  Hoagies and Traditional Pizzas are $7.00; Upper Crust Pizzas are $8.00.  Orders and money must be returned to Brandi or Deacons by tomorrow, August 26.  

Pick up your order at the church on Thursday, September 5th between 1:00PM to 6:00PM.
Food - Please remember to bring in non-perishable food - soups; pastas; cake, cookie, brownie (mixes); sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes (can/box), gravy (jar/can/mix) vegetables, Peanut butter, jelly, canned meats (Spam, ham, chicken, etc),  tuna, Mac & cheese, and canned fruit or any other non-perishable food items are greatly appreciated. Food donations will be blessed during Valleys Worship Service next Sunday, September 1st.

Mission Moment - Vocation Sunday, September 1st: Our Mission Moment will focus on Vocation (trade, occupation). We are asking everyone to dress as their occupation of where you currently work (and one or two tools of your occupation or trade) or where you worked if you are retired.  You may also speak about your occupation, if you wish to do so. 
No Fellowship Meal on September 1st:  There will not be a Fellowship Meal on Sun., Sept. 1st (Labor Day Weekend).  Fellowship meeting will be held on Sunday, September 8th following the Church Picnic.

Choir: Choir practice will begin on Wednesday, September 4th at 7:30PM.  If anyone would like to praise the Lord through singing with the choir, please join us!

RALLY DAY Kickoff: Come to the special Sunday School Kickoff on RALLY DAY Sunday, September 8th to find out the exciting kickoff for Sunday School for the upcoming year!  This is for children and adults.  Come and see what the excitement is all about!

  Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)!
Church Picnic: Valleys Church Picnic will be held on Sept. 8th following Worship Service at Matt & Jessi Faust’s home. Please bring a covered dish (meat or casserole and a dessert) to share.  Drinks, utensils, plates, napkins, and games will be provided. Bring your swim suit and lawn chairs and join us for an afternoon of fellowship and fun!

   (In case of rain the picnic will be held in the church social hall.)

Prayer Team meets on Mon. Sept. 9th, (2nd Monday this month) as the first Monday of September is Labor Day.

Mission Committee will meet on Wednesday, September 11th at 7:00PM. 

Youth Group: The Youth Group will begin their meetings again on Sunday, September 15 at 6:30PM. All youth 5th through 12 grades are welcome! Bring your friends! Share your ideas!

Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys E. C. C.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver if you wish to eat at the Senior Center (meals must be ordered in advance). See the Senior Center calendar (on bulletin board in narthex) for list of activities. 
                             Senior Center Activities

Pinochle Card Party will be held at the Halifax Senior Center on the third Wednesday of the month from 1:00PM to 4:00PM.                              

Grocery Coupons for Overseas U. S. Military Families: Stop tossing those expired grocery coupons in the trash! The Senior Center is collecting grocery coupons for U. S. military families stationed overseas (they are able to use the coupons on base for up to SIX MONTHS after the manufacturer’s expiration date). Only manufacturer’s coupons are accepted, no local or internet coupons accepted.  Bring them in and place them in the box in the narthex.

    Church Attendance for last Sunday, July 21, 2013 was 71. 

Be alert for children and school buses tomorrow as school begins in Halifax school district and many surrounding school districts!

