
THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Ken Bechtel, Lay Speaker

Worship Leader, Diane Shaffer

Organist, Mark Enders

Acolyte, Cailey Crum

July 3, 2016 

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                                Arletta Thomas 

           *
Call To Worship 
           
      




L:
Let us lift our voices in praise to God for our redemption!




P:
We were once bound not only by sin but also by the yoke of the Law.




L:
But Christ has called us to freedom that we might truly love one another.




P:
In Christ the Law became alive as we work for peace and harmony.



 ALL:
Then let us celebrate our freedom in wonderful song and praise to God!



L:
Come, let us worship!




Prelude -            “America the Beautiful”        by Robert Thygerson                


*
Hymn -    “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”                         Pg. 571                                       

      *
Opening Prayer    



*
Call to Confession: (Leader): Let us confess our sins to God.



*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       



   O God, too often we have not remembered the price You paid for our freedom. At times we have so taken our freedom for granted that we have sought only the desires of our hearts and we have not loved one another or cared for our neighbors as ourselves so that we might know Your peace or the wonderful joys of life You meant us to have.  Forgive us, Lord. In Christ we pray. Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   


*
Assurance: (In Unison)





For freedom, Christ has set you free, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. Follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ and live from this day forward in the promised realm of God. Amen.



*
Gloria Patri                                                                    Pg. 623                                                  



*
Affirmation of Faith -  (In Unison) 




  We believe in God who created and is creating the world, who came to us in His Son, Jesus;  To reconcile and save.  Who works by His Spirit. Who calls us into His church to celebrate His presence, to join hands and hearts in service.  To proclaim Jesus Christ - crucified and risen - our only hope, in life and in death, and unto the life everlasting.  These things we believe in our hearts and will proclaim with our voices.  Amen.




Hymn -                     “Victory in Jesus”                        Pg. 473                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                   Prayer cards will be collected during this hymn.




Prayer with Lord’s Prayer  






Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.




Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”        Pg. 614    





Scripture -         Diane Shaffer, Lay Reader   

               Deuteronomy 6:6-7  (Page 198 of OT Pew Bible)  

               Galatians 5:1-14       (Page 255 of NT Pew Bible)              



Message -    “Our Freedom and History, At What Cost?”                    



Offertory Invitation: (Leader)




God loves us, let us return that love in our offering of energy, time and resources. 




Offertory  -                           “Agape”                       by Janelle Clark            


*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own”  Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication:   (Leader) 

               God, we know that you bless us in order that we in turn may be a blessing for others. Accept these gifts and bless them that they may be a blessing to others. Amen.



*
Hymn -             “God of Our Fathers”                          Pg. 573                                                                                                     



*
Benediction: (Leader)





May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.



*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles



*
Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude -                    “Follow On”                       by Bob Burroughs 

                                              
WELCOME TO WORSHIP: We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.

MEMORY VERSE:  Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (NIV) “These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”


JULY 2016 GREETERS: Sue Snyder and To be announced.

JULY Acolyte: Cailey Crum.  July Announcer:  Diane Shaffer.
JULY OFFERING TEAM (Team 7): Pete Bryson, Charles Shertzer, Dave Novinger, To be announced.
Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 

LAY READERS: July 3 - Diane Shaffer; July 10- Pete Bryson; July 17 - Brooke Croutharmel. If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  the  church secretary (896-3118). 

NURSERY: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. July 3 - Neva Cichy; July 10 - Ann Hale; July 17 - Donna Novinger.  If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
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                                           The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
July
  3 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM -  Traditional Worship (Enders) - Ken Bechtel, Lay Speaker; Diane Shaffer, Worship Leader




(No Zumba in July or August at Valleys) 

July
  4 -
Happy 4th of July - Church office & Senior Center are closed. (No Meals on Wheels).

July
  5 -
7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

July
10 -
10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team/Hymnal) - Keith Dimpsey, Speaker; Ken Bechtel, Worship Leader

July
11 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Dave Novinger, Leader)




5:30PM - Prayer Team




7:00PM - Elders Meeting

July
12 - 
5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal

July
17 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM -  Traditional Worship - (Hymnal) - April Ocasio, Special Speaker

July 
18 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Dave Novinger, Leader)




7:00PM - Council Meeting




July Senior Center Card Party has been cancelled.
July
24 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team/Hymnal -  Keith Dimpsey, Guest Pastor; Special Music - Jackie Lutz;  Mission Offering




8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Dave Novinger, Leader)

July
30 -
9:00AM - 3:00PM - Vacation Bible School

July
31 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM -  Traditional Worship - (Hymnal) - Speaker to be announced; Dave Novinger, Worship Leader - Special Music - Brad Crum

Victory Group-Mondays, 5:30PM; 

Praise Team Rehearsal - 1st & 3rd Thurs, 6:30PM   
   
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Cannon Williard, (1-½ - Month old baby boy); Tom Hale, (VA Hosp., Lebanon); Vickie Shoffler; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Kermit Masser, (Tremont Health & Rehabilitation Center);  Ken Klett; June Wiest; Gail Shertzer; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker; Esther Masser; Hannah Klinger; Nancy & Elmer Feidt;  Tom Lauver; Dave Miller Sr.; Sue Miller, (Donna Moorhead‘s sister); Bob Knight, (Carol Knight’s husband); Vicky Miller, (Russ Miller’s sister-in-law).

MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Paul Carlson Partnership 
OUR SHUT INS: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 

Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. 
    ______________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS (Adults):  July 3 - Sharon Fetterhoff; July 10 - Marie Herb; July 17 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger who will teach in your place.           

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall    Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 

PASTORAL NEEDS: We have secured the coverage of two local “ordained clergy” if pastoral needs arise until our called Pastor begins service at Valleys. Please call Valleys church office (896-3118)  or Bob Endy (921-8532).

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Senior Center is open at 8:30 to 10:00AM for anyone who wishes to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room. July Mon. Bible Study Leader is Dave Novinger. July 4 - Senior Center is closed, No Bible Study or Meals on Wheels. July Senior Center Card Party has been cancelled. Calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex.  
VOLUNTEERS are needed to help at the “Fill the Bus event at Wal-Mart (Elizabethville) on Thurs., July 14, Fri. July 15, Sat. July 16 (for a 2 hour time period one of the three days).  Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board. Questions: See Ed Dobbin .
VBS MEETING will be held on Thursday, July 14th at 7:00PM. If you wish to help, please come to the meeting or see Sue Faust.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held on Saturday, July 30th from 9:00AM to 3:00PM at Valleys. The theme is VBS Thailand. Helpers are needed for teaching, group helpers, crafts, games, kitchen helpers. Please see Sue Faust if you wish to help in any way. Call the church office (717-896-3118) for information or to register.
“FREE” BACK-TO-SCHOOL YARD SALE .has been set for Friday August 19th (10:00AM to 7PM) and Saturday, August 20th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) at The Valleys. 


Donations of clean, gently used clothing (or new) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, school supplies (crayons, colored pencils, regular pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), tablets, composition books, pencil bag or box, and tissues will be accepted in July and August.  


Helpers are needed to sort clothing the end of July and in August.  If you are interested in helping with sorting or at the yard sale, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118. 

We are also accepting checks (make to The Valleys ECC) or monetary donations. Please earmark any checks or monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or “First Day Fresh Impressions” - you may sponsor a child for a ($50 donation).    


Mission Offering for May, June, July, and August goes to the Back-to-School Program.  
GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
CHURCH ATTENDANCE  for Sunday, June 26  was 61.  

Have a safe and Happy July 4th!
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