
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor

Worship Technicians: Aren Faust & Neva & Charles Cichy

June 8, 2014 - Blended Worship, 10:15AM

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
    (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Pre-Service Music - 



        “Name Above All Names”                        Philip, Craig, & Dean                        




  “Great Are You Lord”                              Philip, Craig, & Dean        




  “I Will Follow”                                        Chris Tomlin

              “Who Am I”                                            Casting Crowns



Greetings and Announcements                           Arletta Thomas




Praise Hymn                                                (follow Screen)                                                      


*  
   “In Christ Alone”             


   *
Call to Worship
                                           (follow Screen)



*
Opening Prayer    
                                





*
Confession & Assurance                              (follow Screen)



Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer        (Debts & Debtors)




Scripture -    1 Corinthians 12:7-10               (follow Screen)


         Sermon -   Sermon Series - “Spiritual Gifts”

                           Week 7 -“How to Spot Counterfeit Christianity” 




Hymn -                                                       (follow Screen)
               “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”                  Page 376  




Sacrament of Baptism, Rite of Confirmation, and

          Sacrament of Holy Communion




Our Morning Offering                                      

    
Offertory -         “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”



Prayer of Dedication   



*
Closing Hymn                                               (follow screen)

                        “On Eagles Wings”           




*
Commissioning



*
Passing the Peace Greeting:




All who are able may greet those around them with an 



embrace or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:




Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”



*
Post-Service Music -   “I Can Only Imagine”       Mercy Me 

  Welcome: Today is Pentecost Sunday, the day when the Holy Spirit gave life to the Church. May the Holy Spirit who filled the first believers with power and joy rest upon us this day. May God grant us the spiritual gifts we need to serve Him to the best of our ability. A hearty welcome to all!  If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 


June Greeters: Dave Novinger and Shirley Miller.

Announcer: Peggy Berra.  Acolyte: Lydia Faust.

June Offering Team: Charles Cichy, (Captain), Neva Cichy, To be announced; June 8th Confirmands will take the offering. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. 

Lay Readers:  June 8 - Confirmands; June 15 - June Wiest; June 22 - Marie Herb; June 29 - Jim Davis.   If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).

Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. ; June 8 -Theresa Miller; June 15 - Donna Novinger; June 22 -Shirley Miller; June 29 - Donna Motter.  If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Church School Teachers (Adults): June 8 - Sharon Fetterhoff; June 15  Father’s Day - Ann Cooper; June 22 - Ken Bechtel II; June 29 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.
            Upcoming Special Activities/Happenings: 
Free Community Meal will be held on Tuesday, June 10th from 5:30-7:00PM.  The Halifax Girl Scout will be cooking and serving the meal (help is needed for setup and cleanup.)  Menu: Chili, corn bread or regular bread, fruit cocktail, dessert, coffee, tea, punch.

See Sign up sheet in the narthex.

Father’s Day Breakfast: The ladies of The Valleys will make breakfast for the men (fathers, grandfathers, uncles, etc.) on Sunday, June 15th at 8:00AM. The ladies will put egg bake together on Saturday morning, June 14th at 9:00AM; if anyone wishes to help, please see Donna Novinger.   Bring the family  as we join in fellowship on Father’s Day!

Knobel’s Grove Church Fun Day has been set for Saturday, June 21st for all who are able to participate that day.  Please see Dave Novinger as soon as possible, if you are planning to go to Knobel’s Grove on Saturday, June 21st.

After June 8th, the youth will receive the free “tickets” for Knobel’s Grove (that they earned for participating in the “Come to Sunday School” program that began last September).  (If they are unable to go on Saturday, June 21, they may use their tickets anytime.)
ECC Annual Meeting:  Pastor Kris, Gloria Duttry, and Gerry Wiest (our delegates) will travel to Chicago, IL for the ECC Annual Meeting June 26-29.

Valleys Yard Work Day: Volunteers are needed to do yard work around Valleys (mulch, trim bushes, etc.) on July 12th at 8:00AM. See Tom Hale if you wish to help.

Vacation Bible School: Bible School is set for Saturday, August 2nd.  The theme is “Workshop of Wonders”. Helpers  (teachers, helpers for crafts, games & in the kitchen) are needed! See Marie Herb if you wish to help in any way with Bible School.

“FREE” Back-to-School Yard Sale: The Valleys will hold the “FREE” Back-to-School Yard Sale on Thursday, August 14th, Friday, August 15th, and Saturday, August 16th.  We are accepting clothing donations (clean, gently used or new) for children and teens.  Times & more details will be in future bulletins.
CHURCH CALENDAR

June
  8 -
9:00-9:50AM - Sunday School 




10:15AM - Blended Worship - Confirmation

June 
 9 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Mike Petresky, Leader)

June
10 -
6:00-7:00PM - Weight Loss Challenge Group




5:30-7:00PM - FREE Community Meal  (G. S. serving)
June
15 -
8:00AM - Father’s Day Breakfast



9:00-9:50AM - Sunday School




10:15AM - Traditional Worship

June
16 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Mike Petresky, Leader)

June
18 -
Noon-3:00PM - Pinochle Card Party

June
21 -
Church Fun Day at Knobels Grove

June
22 -
9:00-9:50AM - Sunday School




10:00-10:15AM - Learn Praise Hymns




10:15AM - Blended Worship (Praise Band) - 

                       Mission Offering




6:30PM - Youth Group

June 
23 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Mike Petresky, Leader)

June, 26, 27, 28,29 - ECC Annual Meeting in Chicago, IL (Pastor 



    Kris and our Delegates will attend)

June 
29 -
9:00-9:50AM - Sunday School




10:15AM - Traditional Worship

       Church Attendance last Sunday, June 1, 2014 was 75.     

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)! 

By purchasing Giant gift cards, you can help raise money for Valleys. Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased. 
                                  *PRAYER REQUESTS* 


Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: Navigate Pathway;     *Gail Shertzer, (Home); *Bill Motter, (Home); June Gelnett & Family; Allen Goss, (UPMC Hosp,);  Elmer Feidt; Melba Croutharmel; Dennis Leitzel; Russ Miller; Kenneth Bechtel (Sr.); Gary Noblit; Gregg Gelnett; Brandon Hoover, (Tabitha Hoover‘s son).


Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Andrew & Christy Mark; *David & Gwendolyn Mark.


Our Shut Ins: Minnie Baker; Anna Portzline;  Lydia Peiffer  


Please inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041).  
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.   

Wedding Congratulations: Congratulations to Donna Donahue and Ritchie Moorehead who were united in marriage on Friday, June 6th at The Valleys!  We wish Donna and Ritchie many years of happiness!

Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys E. C. C.  Place expired coupons in box in the social hall (for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  Check the calendar on bulletin board) for list of activities. See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center. 

Meals On Wheels Drivers are needed!! Please call (896-8097) or see Barbara Lauver if you are interested in helping to deliver meals to senior citizens.

Community Meal Coordinator: The Mission Committee is looking for a Coordinator for the Community Meals. Description of the position is on the bulletin board.

Devotionals: Pick up a Free copy of “Our Daily Bread” (June, July, August) devotional as you come into the church narthex. 

Baptism:  

We are privileged to witness the Baptism of  two of our Confirmands today.

Brooke Croutharmel and Cody Erb 
Our Confirmands: 

Bridget Campbell, daughter of Timothy and Christine Campbell.

Brooke Croutharmel, daughter of  Kevin Croutharmel and LaRay Croutharmel.  

Cody Erb, son of  Tracey Cooper and David Erb, Sr. 

Heidi Erb, daughter of  Tracey Cooper and David Erb, Sr. 

We welcome these young people as members of The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church and we congratulate them on their commitment to their faith in Jesus and we commit to helping them grow in their journey of faith.
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“I Was There to Hear your Borning Cry”

I was there to hear your borning cry,

I’ll be there when you are old.

I rejoiced the day you were baptized,

to see your life unfold.

I was there when you were but a child,

with a faith to suit you well;

in a blaze of light you wandered off

to find where demons dwell.

When you heard the wonder of the Word

I was there to cheer you on;

You were raised to praise the living Lord,

To whom you now belong.

If you find someone to share your time

And you join your hearts as one,

I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme

from dusk till rising sun.

In the middle ages of your life,

Not too old, no longer young,

I’ll be there to guide you through the night,

Complete what I’ve begun.

When the evening gently closes in

And you shut your weary eyes.

I’ll be there as I have always been

with just one more surprise.

I was there to hear your borning cry,

I’ll be there when you are old.

I rejoiced the day you were baptized,

to see your life unfold.

Service of Sacraments

&

  Confirmation

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
Pastor:
In obedience to Christ's command to "go and make disciples of all nations and baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit," today we shall administer the sacrament of baptism and celebrate the confirmation of the baptismal covenant, welcoming those who come to affirm their baptism and unite with us in this congregation.  Whoever is in Christ is a new creation!

People:
The old has passed away, behold the new has come!

Pastor:
In baptism God accepts us into the eternal covenant of forgiving grace and initiates us into the body of Christ.  Through this sacred sign and seal we are marked and identified as ones who bear Christ's name and are welcomed as brothers and sisters into Christ’s church. Through confirmation and affirmation of our baptism we are commissioned by the Holy Spirit, and we renew our commitment to life together as the body of Christ.

Consecrating the Water

Pastor:
We ask you, O God, to sanctify this person whom we baptize according to the command of our lord Jesus Christ, and to bless this water that it may be the sign and seal of new life in his name.  Amen.

Questions for the Candidate
Pastor:
In presenting yourself to receive baptism with water and the Holy Spirit, do you believe in the one triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

Candidate:
I do.

Pastor:
Do you profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?

Candidate:    I do.

Pastor:
Do you promise to accept the cost and joy of discipleship and remain faithful to the church of Jesus Christ?

Candidate:
I promise, relying on God's grace.

Pastor:
Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ's disciple, to follow in the way of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness to the work and word of Jesus Christ as best you are able?

Candidate:
I promise, relying on God's grace.

The act of Baptism
RITE OF CONFIRMATION

Adapted and reprinted for Worship from The Covenant Book of Worship.  Covenant Publications, Chicago, Illinois.  Pp. 355-358.

Address to the Congregation

Pastor:

Brothers and sisters in Christ:  just as nature has its times and seasons, each of which is important, so in the providence of God does human nature.  There is a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to harvest, a time for the early and the latter rain.  This is most certainly true.  Thanks be to God!

Today we rejoice because our youth are on the same gracious pilgrimage in faith as we are, having been drawn by God’s word, by holy example, by the sacraments, and by prayer.  We know that their journey has only begun; yet we are confident that God, who began a good work in them, will bring it to completion on the day of Jesus Christ.

Let us give thanks to God who awakens faith in them and in us.

Affirmation of Faith

Pastor:

Do you believe in God?

All:

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Pastor:

What does this mean?

Confirmands:

It means that God has created me and all that exists.  He has given me and still preserves my body and soul with all their powers.  He provides me with food and clothing, home and family, daily word, and all I need from day to day.  God also protects me in time of danger and guards me from every evil.  All this he does out of fatherly and divine goodness and mercy, though I do not deserve it.  Therefore, I surely ought to thank and praise, serve and obey him.  This is most certainly true.

Pastor:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

All:

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord:  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hades; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

Pastor:

What does this mean?

Confirmands:

It means that Jesus Christ – true God, Son of the Father from eternity, and true, man, born of the Virgin Mary – is my Lord.  He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, saved me at great cost from sin, death, and the power of the devil – not with silver or gold, but with his holy and precious suffering and death.  All this he has done that I may be his own, live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he is risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally.  This is most certainly true.

Pastor:

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

All:

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Pastor:

What does this mean?

Confirmands:

It means that I cannot by my own understanding or efforts believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him.  But the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified and kept me in true faith.  In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it united with Jesus Christ in the one true faith and with the whole church body on earth and in heaven.  In this Christian Church day after day he fully forgives my sins and the sins of all believers.  On the last day he will raise me and all the dead and give me and all believers in Christ eternal life.  This is most certainly true.

Confession of Personal Faith

Pastor:

As your pastor and teacher, it is my prayer that these expressions of faith may provide the basis for the commitment of your life to Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  Answering only for yourself, and in perfect freedom to be silent if you cannot yet answer, I now call upon you to respond to the following questions:

Do you confess personal faith in Jesus Christ and desire, with God’s help, to be his disciple?

Confirmands:

I do.

Pastor:

Do you believe with the Church of Jesus Christ that the Bible, the Old and New Testaments, is the word of God, telling the story of God and God’s people in the past and guiding them today?  If so answer, “I do.”

Confirmands:  

I do.

Pastor:

As you continue in your life, do you intend to keep worshiping in Christ’s church, listening to his word, and responding to his call, according to your faith?

Confirmands:

I do.

Pastor:

So be it, according to your faith.

Blessing 

 ________, may God sanctify you and enable you truly and faithfully to keep your vows.  Nourish in him/her the power of your Holy Spirit that she/he may serve you in the world.

Welcome

Today we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought you to this time and place.  We celebrate your presence in this household of faith.  Congratulations!

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Adapted and reprinted from Worship Vessels:  Resources for Renewal.  Copyright 1987 by Russell Mitman.  Pp. 143-144.

Pastor:


May we now be incorporated together in love, for the sake of Christ our Savior, who loves us and calls us to show forth his love in word and deed.
Let us pray . . . We remember, O God, that from the beginning you have called your people together into the household of faith and have bound us together with the signs and seals of your everlasting covenant.  We rejoice that in Jesus Christ, and through the one offering of himself, we who are buried and raised with him in baptism are incorporated into his body and made living members of his church.  We give thanks that you have called us to be at one with all the saints who in every place call on his name and with whom we are united in one communion.

Consecration of the Elements

Pastor:

By the blessing of your Holy Spirit sanctify us and this bread and wine, that we may be nourished in the body through these holy mysteries, and strengthened for service in the name of Jesus Christ.

All: 

Come, Jesus, Lord, and be our guest

To share with us communion blest;

And with this bread and wine impart

Your grace to every waiting heart.

Breaking The Bread And Pouring The Cup

The Lord’s Prayer

All:


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.

Administration of Communion

Blessing the Children

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

All:  

We thank you, Lord, for holy food:

Our Christ’s own body, his own blood,

The Bread of Life, the Branches’ Vine,

To nourish us and all mankind.

Pastor:


What is your only comfort in life and in death?

People:


That I belong – body and soul, in life and death – not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for my sins.  By his Holy Spirit he assures me to eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.

All:  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

