
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Organist & Pianist, Mark & Joanne Enders

Worship Technician, Aaron Herb

Acolyte, Aaron Herb

 Sunday May 4, 2014

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements


*
Call To Worship 

      Arletta Thomas



L:
Let us come before the Lord with minds open to his Truth, 



P:
with hearts receptive to his Love,



ALL:
and with wills subject to his Spirit.






L:
Come, let us worship God!




Prelude -         “God So Loved the World”       by John Stainer


*
Opening Hymn -      “How Great Thou Art”              Pg. 4                                                                                                                    



*
Prayer of Invocation     
                                





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       





O God, You have called us to be Your children, and empowered us to be witnesses of Your mercy and grace, yet so often we have each one turned to our own ways, and used Your gifts for our own interests.  Lord, forgive us, and once again touch us with Your Holy Spirit.  Call us again to service that others might hear the wonderful news of salvation.  In Christ we pray.  Amen.


*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.

   



*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                                                                
    Pg. 623


 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  





We believe in God who created and is creating the world, who came to us in His Son, Jesus;  To reconcile and save.  Who works by His Spirit. Who calls us into His church to celebrate His presence, to join hands and hearts in service.  To proclaim Jesus Christ - crucified and risen - our only hope, in life and in death, and unto the life everlasting.  These things we believe in our hearts and will proclaim with our voices.  Amen.




Children’s Sermon



Hymn of Preparation -                                                  Pg.  380     

                                   “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”                                                                           

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Our Morning Prayer 




Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”          Pg. 614




Anthem  -             “All Things Bright and Beautiful”               





Scripture -   Romans 12:8   Bridget Campbell, Lay Reader 

                                     (Found on Pg. 215 of NT Pew Bible)  




Sermon -             “The Gift that Never Grows Old”




Mission Moment - Christian Churches United




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -           “Wonderful Words of Life”        by Lani Smith


*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own”  Pg. 620       
      *
Prayer of Dedication   



*
Closing Hymn -           “Because He Lives”                 Pg.  213    


   *
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles



*
Passing the Peace Greeting: All may greet those around them 



with an embrace
 or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”     



*
Postlude -            “Trumpet Tune and Air”          by  Henry Purcell
Welcome: On this spring day, as new life blossoms and is born around us, we’re glad you’ve joined us to worship and praise the Lord of new life.  If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

May Greeters: Sue Faust and Ron Zimmerman.

Announcer: Arletta Thomas.  Acolyte: Aaron Herb. 

May Offering Team: Sue Faust, (Captain), Dale Faust, Carol Cooper, Jim Davis. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team is to bring the food baskets to the altar with offering to be blessed.

Lay Readers: May 4 Bridget Campbell;  May 11 -Ann Cooper; May 18 -Aaron Herb; May 25 - Michelle Cooper; June 1 - Arletta Thomas.   If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).

Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. May 4 -  Theresa Miller; May 11 - Patty Hummel; May 18 - Neva Cichy; May 25 - Carol Cooper; June 1 - Donna Motter. If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Church School Teachers (Adults): May 4 - Dave Novinger; May 11 - Mother’s Day - Bob Endy; May 18 - To Be announced; June 1 - Ed & Peggy Berra.   If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust who will teach in your place

Fellowship Meal: Please join us after church today for our covered dish fellowship meal.  Everyone is welcome!

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Baby Congratulations: Congratulations to Janeal and Jonathan Hebenethal on the birth of their daughter Ellie Morgan born on April 30th (9lb. 14oz.). Proud grandparents: Nicole & Brian Shoop. Proud Great-grandparents: Gary & Sharon Fetterhoff. Proud Great-grandmother: June Fetterhoff.
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Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  
                                        CHURCH CALENDAR
May
  4 -
9:00AM - Sunday School  






10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Food Offering 



  Mission Moment   (Children’s Church)


    Fellowship Covered Dish Meal, Confirmation  





6:30PM - Youth Group


May 
  5 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Bill Krentz)





5:30PM - Prayer Team 





6:00-8:00PM - Girl Scout Leaders





7:00PM - Elders Meeting

May 
  6 -
6:00-7:00PM - Weight Loss Challenge group





6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463





7:00PM - Deacons

May
  7 -
6:00PM - Worship Committee Meeting





6:00-7:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10753




7:30PM - Choir

May
  8  -   6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba

May
  8, 9 & 10 -
 Pictures being taken for Pictorial Directory

May
10 -
Men will put Mother’s Day Breakfast together

May 
11  -
8:00AM - Mother’s Day Breakfast





9:00AM - Sunday School





10:15AM - Modified Worship - Wear a Hat Day





2:00PM - Zumba

May
12 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Bill Krentz)





6:00-7:00PM - Weight Loss Challenge group





6-7PM - G S Trp. 107376:30-7:30PM - G S Trp 10774

May 
13 -
5:30-7:00PM - FREE Community Meal 





6:00-7:00PM - Weight Loss Challenge group





6:00-8:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10738

May
15 -
9:00AM - Community Circle of Prayer -Zion-Stone UMC





6:10PM - Zumba Gold;  7:00PM - Zumba

May
16 -
12:00Noon - Meals On Wheels Appreciation Luncheon

May
17 -
9:00AM Walk for Life at Lifeline Pregnancy Center





10:00AM-2:00PM Community Fun Day at Halifax H. S.

May
18 -
9:00AM - Sunday School





10:15AM - Traditional Worship (Confirmation follows)



2:00-3PM - Zumba





6:30PM - Youth Group




*PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway; 

*Bill Motter, (Harrisburg Hosp.); Elmer Feidt; Allen Goss; Melba Croutharmel; Kenneth Bechtel (Sr.); Russ Miller; Chet Gelnett; Gary Noblit; Dennis Leitzel; Gregg Gelnett.


Missions: Covenant Missionaries:  *Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Nancy Jo Hoover; *Cindy Hoover; * Julio & Katie Isaza.


Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer 


Please inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
    ______________________________________________________________________________   

Meals On Wheels Drivers are needed!! Please call (896-8097) or see Barbara Lauver if you are interested in helping to deliver meals to senior citizens.

Valleys Pictorial Directory –  Pictures will be taken on Thursday, May 8th, Friday, May 9th and Saturday, May 10th by Lifetouch. If you have any digital pictures that you are willing to share, we would appreciate it.  See Peggy Berra or Nancy Yutronich if you have pictures or any questions.   

Hoagie Sale:  Order blanks are in the social hall. All orders are due by Sunday, May 11th. Hoagies and 12” Traditional Pizzas - $7.00 donation for each; 12” Specialty Pizzas - $8.00 donation for each.  Please give orders to Mike Crum or a member of the Deacons. Delivery date is May 21st.  

Mother’s Day Breakfast: The men of the Valleys will serve Mother’s Day Breakfast on Sunday, May 11th at 8:00AM. Bring mom, aunt, sister, daughter and the whole family and celebrate the wonderful women in our lives with a delicious breakfast! (The men will put the breakfast together on May 10th, see Dave Novinger for time if you wish to help.)

Hat Day: On Mother’s Day, May 11th Men, Women, Children are invited to wear their prettiest, favorite hats to church on Mother’s Day! Grab a hat (and decorate it if you want) and join us as we fill the sanctuary with a sea of hats!  

Newsletter Articles due May 15th for next newsletter!

Free Community Meal  Tuesday, May 13th 5:30-7:00PM.  Youth Group & Confirmands are serving but helpers are needed.  See sign up sheet in narthex.  Menu: Hot dogs, baked beans, potato salad or macaroni salad, dessert, drinks.

Walk for Life: The 2014 Walk for Life will be held at Lifeline Pregnancy Care Center in Millersburg  on Saturday, May 17th.  Registration is at 9:00AM; the Walk is at 10:00AM.  Please see Marie Herb if you are interested in walking or  sponsoring walkers.

Community Fun Day will be held at the Halifax High School on Saturday, May 17th from 10:00AM to 2:00PM.  The Valleys is participating with a stand for the Community Fun Day and we are looking for volunteers to help at the stand.  If you are interested in helping (for an hour or more or the whole time, please see Donna Motter or call the church office.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Community Meal Coordinator: The Mission Committee is looking for a Coordinator for the Community Meals. Listed below is a brief description of the position . . .

-  
Plan economical and nutritious meals with options for Children.     

Include quantities needed for meal preparation. (Currently      


 


planning for 50)

- 

Coordinate a yearly calendar of Hosting Groups (Scouts, Lions Club, Churches, Communities Service Club, etc.)  Meals will be held the 2nd Tuesday of every Month.
                  If you are interested in the position, see Ed Dobbin.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys E. C. C.  Place expired coupons in box in the social hall (for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  Check the calendar on bulletin board) for list of activities. See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center.     

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)! 

By purchasing Giant gift cards, you can help raise money for Valleys.

Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased. 


Church Attendance for last Sunday, Apr. 27th  was 59. 
                              MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL

 
On Sunday, May 25, 2014 The Valleys ECC will have a Memorial Day Honor Roll printed in the church bulletin for the Memorial Day Sunday Service.  The deadline for these listings is Sunday, May 18, 2014 to be placed on the Memorial Day Honor Roll.  This honor roll may be used to remember those family members or friends who have gone to be with our Heavenly Father, or it may commemorate a recent birth, or honor a graduate from high school or college or to honor a special anniversary as well.



A donation of any amount to the “Memorial Fund” is requested for each published listing “IN HONOR OF” or “IN LOVING MEMORY OF”.  Please place donations and the listing information in a separate envelop and mark it “Memorial Fund”.  Donation amounts will not be published in the listings. 


If you wish to give a donation and have a listing on the MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL, please fill out the form and return it to the church office by Sunday, May 18, 2014. 

Your Name ______________________________________________

IN LOVING MEMORY OF … ______________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

IN HONOR OF … ________________________________________

________________________________________________________
                                   2014 GRADUATES
    The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2014 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing them during the worship service on June 1st.  They will also be listed in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form and return it to the church office (or Donna Novinger) no later than Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 11th.

Name_____________________ Parents________________________

School or College__________________________________________

________________________________________________________

College Degree____________________________________________

Activities & Special Honors received in school or college:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

                     Sermon Reflection

Definition of a Spiritual Gift - A spiritual gift is a God-given ability which enables a believer to effectively serve the body of Christ.

Definition of the Gift of Mercy - The spiritual gift of showing mercy is the special ability God gives to certain members of the body of Christ which enables them to see human needs and to move to meet those needs in a compassionate way.

How do you spot the people with the gift of mercy? Here are 16 good clues:

1. They have a knack for turning compassion into deeds of kindness.

2.  They know how to say the right thing at the right time.

3.  They are the first people you call when you are hurting.

4.  They make people feel better just by their presence.

5.  They don’t mind spending hours behind the scenes helping other people.

6.  They generally aren’t leaders or teachers.

7.  They have lots of prayer requests because they know all the hurting people in the church.

8.  They are the first to go sit with the grieving and the first to congratulate someone on a great success.

9.  They have the innate ability to sense when others are going though a hard time.

10. They are deeply emotional and naturally sympathetic to others.

11. They sometimes have a hard time understanding others who don’t seem as compassionate as they are.

12. They are well-liked in the congregation because people are attracted by their genuine compassion.

13. They are sometimes too gullible because they want to believe the best about people no matter what.

14. They are quite willing to sacrifice their own time and energy to help others.

15. They are easy to talk to and generally make good listeners.

16. They put the needs of people above the needs of the organization.

