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“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements


*
Call To Worship 

      Arletta Thomas



L:
Jesus is the real vine, and we are the branches.



P:
Unless we stay connected we will wither and dry up.




L:
Come, let us worship God, the gardener who cares for the vine and the branches!




Prelude -       “The Old Rugged Cross”    by Robert Thygerson                                       *
Opening Hymn -                                                        Pg. 6 

                            “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”                                           

      *
Prayer of Invocation     
                                





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       




Lord of the vineyard, we wish to be healthy branches bearing much fruit, but we resist the pruning that would insure a bountiful harvest.  Remove from us, we pray, the suckers that would sap our strength.  Keep us united to you that we may not be led astray by false promises that bear no fruit for your kingdom.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.

   



*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                                                                   Pg. 623


 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  

We believe that God is our Father and all His children are our brothers and sisters.

We believe that we are to strive for a life of sacrifice, surrender and service - the kind of life which Jesus both taught and lived.

We believe that if we trust in Him, and accept His death upon the cross as the price of our sins, our life is eternal and our destiny is to be with Him in Heaven.

We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, present with us always, inspiring us to walk together the pathway of goodness, truth and abiding faith.  Amen.




Children’s Sermon

Hymn of Preparation -    “We Are God‘s People”       Pg. 283                                                                        

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Our Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer   (Debts/Debtors)



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”        Pg. 614




Anthem -                       “Give It to Jesus”




Scripture -   John 15:1-8 (Found on Pg. 146 of NT Pew Bible) 

            


                 Bridget Campbell, Lay Reader                    







Sermon -             “What Kind of Branch are You?”




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -                “Love was When”      by Don Wyrtzen 


*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication   



*
Closing Hymn -   “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”        Pg. 286                                                                   



*
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Passing the Peace Greeting:     All may greet those around them 



with an embrace
 or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”     



*
Postlude -         “Trumpet Tune and Air”       by Henry Purcell 

Welcome: On this spring day, as new life blossoms and is born around us, we’re glad you’ve joined us to worship and praise the Lord of new life. If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 
May 2015….

Greeters: Sue Faust and Carol Knight. 

Announcer: Arletta Thomas.    Acolyte:  Lydia Faust. 

Offering Team: Sue Faust, (Captain), Dale Faust, Carol Cooper, Jim Davis.  Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. 

Lay Readers: May 3 - Bridget Campbell; May 10 - Ann Cooper; May 17 - Aaron Herb; May 24 -Michelle Cooper; May 31 - Arletta Thomas.  If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).


Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. May 3 - Sharon Fetterhoff; May 10 - Patty Hummel; May 17 - Neva Cichy; May 24 - Tracey Cooper; May 31 - Donna Motter.  If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Sunday School Teachers (Adults): May 3 - Marie Herb; May 10 - Mother’s Day - Carol Reisch; May 17 - Donna Novinger; May 24 - Sharon Fetterhoff; May 31 - Guest Speaker - Yohann Weaver. If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Jessie Faust who will be teaching in your place.

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 


Adult Class  - Social Hall                  Friends In Faith - Library 


Choices - Multi-purpose Room    
GriefShare Support Group: The Valleys ECC Church is hosting a GriefShare Support Group seminar. GriefShare meets on Tuesdays (7:00-9:00PM) each week thru Tues., May 12th. Each session begins with an introduction, a half hour video and about a half hour table discussion.  If you are interested, call Ritchie R. Moorhead or Donna Donahue-Moorhead at: Home – 717-896-8515 or Cell (Ritchie) – 570-517-6787.  You can also contact them after church.  Brochures are available in the narthex. 
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                                                     The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  


                                     CHURCH CALENDAR
May
  3 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:15AM - Traditional Worship (Enders) - (Child Ch.)
 


   Blessing of the Food  



Fellowship Covered Dish Meal following Worship




6:30PM - Youth Group

May
  4 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon..-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Gerry Hile, Leader)




5:30PM - Prayer Team




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Leaders




7:00PM - Elders

May      5 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463




7:00PM - Deacons




7:00-9:00PM  - Grief Share Support Group Seminar

May
  6 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba   (NO Choir)

May
  7 -
11:30AM - Senior Citizens Meeting; Noon - Ice Cream Social
May
  9 -
9:00AM - Men will put together Mother’s Day Breakfast
May
10 -
8:00AM -  Mother’s Day Breakfast 




9:00AM - Sunday School 



10:00-10:15AM - Learn Praise Hymns  - Hat Day






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal)   



2:00PM Zumba

May
11 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon..-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Gerry Hile, Leader)




5:30PM - Prayer Team




6:00PM - Girl Scout Troops 10737 &774

May
12 -
5:30-7PM - Community Meal




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 738 & 740




7:00-9:00PM  - Grief Share Support Group Seminar

May
13 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba (NO Choir)




6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728

May
15 -
12:00Noon - Meals on Wheels Appreciation Luncheon




5:00-10:00PM - Women’s Retreat 2015

May
16 -
7:15AM-3:00PM - Women’s Retreat 2015 
May
17 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:15AM - Traditional Worship (Hymnal) (Child Ch.)




2:00PM - Zumba
       




6:30PM - Youth Group

    Mon.-Victory Club-5:30PM; Tues. Weight Loss Challenge - 5:30PM

        Praise Team Rehearsal: (2nd and 4th weeks at church)


                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway; 

Sandy Zimmerman, (upcoming surgery); Minnie Baker, (Select Specialty Hosp.-Harrisburg, Rm. 553 [Alex Grass Building, 5th Floor]; Allen Goss, (Select Specialty Hosp.-Camp Hill-5th Floor, Room 530; Elmer Feidt; Jane Baker; June Gelnett; Hannah Klinger; Gail Shertzer; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; John Shoop; Ken Breeman; Randy Motter; Greg Shertzer; Bob Hale; Etta & Bob Miller, (June Wiest‘s sister); Joe Gaultier family; *Brian Thompson; *Brian Klinger Family; *Family of Sara Straw
Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Karen & Carol  Croot; *Joan & Jim Gustafson.

Our Shut Ins:  Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 


Please inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
    ______________________________________________________________________________  
Fellowship Meal: Please join us today following the worship service for our covered dish fellowship meal.  

All Background Check Forms need to be returned to the church office by next Sunday, May 10th.
Mother’s Day Breakfast: The men of The Valleys will prepare a delicious breakfast for Mother’s Day, May 10th at 8:00AM. Everyone is invited to enjoy breakfast and fellowship. See Dave Novinger if you can help with the breakfast or help put together the egg back on Saturday morning, May 9th at 9:00AM.

Hat Day is on Mother’s Day, May 10th: Men, Women, Children are invited to wear their prettiest, favorite hats to church on Mother’s Day! Grab a hat (and decorate it if you want) and join us as we fill the sanctuary with a sea of hats!  
“Free” Community Meal will be held on Tuesday, May 12th from 5:30 to 7:00PM. The Menu is BBQ, Baked Potatoes/Potato Chips, Salad, Fruit, Dessert, Drinks.  Please see the sign up sheet in the narthex for donations and helpers.

Women’s Retreat 2015:  A free Women’s Retreat will be held at Valleys E.C.C. church on Fri., May 15th from 5:00-10PM and Sat., May 16th from 7:15AM-3PM.  The theme for the retreat is “When God Whispers (Hearing God‘s Voice)”.  RSVP to Carol Reisch or Nicole Shoop at n_shoop@comcast.net or 717-877-2641. All women are invited and encouraged to attend.

Lifeline Walk for Life on Sat. May 16th at Lifeline Pregnancy Center, Millersburg (Registration/Breakfast 9AM; Walk 10AM-1.8 mile).  See Marie Herb if you are interested in walking.

Halifax Senior Center open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Check the calendar on Bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  May Monday morning Bible Study Leader - Gerry Hile.  Place coupons for U. S. military families in the green box in the multipurpose (meeting) room where the Senior Center meets now.    
Devotionals: Pick up a Free copy of “Our Daily Bread”  devotional as you come into the church narthex and also at the sanctuary door.  “These Days” devotional ($5 yearly subscription) is also available.

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)! 

By purchasing Giant gift cards, you can help raise money for Valleys. Valleys receives $5 per each $100 Giant gift card purchased.     
Youth Group Fundraiser: Wall calendars ($6 each) and 2015-2016 Pocket Planner calendars ($3). Samples are in the narthex.
Check out Valleys Website ValleysEcc.Org (website is still under construction). Email us your opinion of the website to Leon Shaffer at shafferlh@epix.net or  valleysecc@verizon.net
**********************************************************************************                               
Assistant Church Secretary: The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church is looking for a qualified candidate for the position of Assistant Church Secretary.  Hours are limited and will be on an as needed  basis.  The individual will fill-in for the Church Secretary when she is unavailable.  Good oral communication skills as well as computer skills are a must for this position.  Qualified candidates may submit a letter of interest to the church office as soon as possible. 

************************************************************************************
                           MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL

 
On Sunday, May 24, 2015 The Valleys ECC will have a Memorial Day Honor Roll printed in the church bulletin for the Memorial Day Sunday Service.  The deadline for these listings is Sunday, May 17, 2015.   This honor roll may be used to remember those family members or friends who have gone to be with our Heavenly Father, or it may commemorate a recent birth, or honor a graduate from high school or college or to honor a special anniversary as well.



If you wish to have a listing on the MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL, please fill out the form and return it to the church office by Sunday, May 17, 2015. 
Your Name_______________________________________________

IN LOVING MEMORY OF … ______________________________ ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

IN HONOR OF … ________________________________________ ________________________________________________________

                          2015 GRADUATES
 The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2015 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing them during the worship service on May 31, 2015.  They will also be listed in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form and return it to the church office (or Donna Novinger) no later than Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10th.
Name____________________  Parents_________________________

School or College___________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

College Degree____________________________________________

Activities & Special Honors received in school or college:

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Church Attendance for last Sunday, Apr. 26th was 72.

