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Day of Pentecost
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes



*
Passing the Peace Greeting:





All who are able may greet those around them with an 



embrace or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”




Greetings and Announcements



*
Call To Worship 

      Arletta Thomas



L:
let us come together and celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit!




P:
For when we have been weak, the Holy Spirit has sustained us.



L:
When we have journeyed in Christ’s name, the Spirit has guided us.




P:
When we were sick or in harm’s way, the Spirit of the Lord was with us.




L:
When we have sought understanding and wisdom, God’s Spirit led us.



   All:
Blessed be the name of the Lord!





L:
Come, let us worship God!




Prelude -                 “ Prelude on Olivet”          by  Charlton Bozard


*
Praise Hymn -  “Where the Spirit of the Lord Is”          Pg.  253



*
Prayer of Invocation



*
Call to Confession



*
Confession:  (In Unison )         
                   




Lord, we have a tendency to take on the stresses and stains of life completely on our own and ignore Your gift of prayer and the Holy Spirit.  We even reach our breaking point, yet we refuse to seek Your help and Your will for our lives.  Forgive us, Lord, and help us have the strength to submit our wills to Yours.  In Christ we pray.  Amen.


*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung)          



Leader: 
Lord, have mercy upon us.




People:
Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader:
Christ, have mercy upon us.




People:
Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader:
Lord, have mercy upon us.




People:
Lord, have mercy upon us.
   



*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                                                                
    Pg. 623


 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  





I  believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;







I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the dead.  On the third day He rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.







I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of the Saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body;  and the life everlasting.  Amen.



Hymn of Preparation -                                                  Pg. 259

                                       “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”    

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Our Morning Prayer 




Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”         Pg. 614



Scripture -         Acts 2:1-21 Norine Goss, Lay Reader

                                       (Found on Pg. 159 of NT Pew Bible)     




Sermon -                “A Miracle of Understanding”



Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -                  “Jesus Love Medley”    by  Hugh Livingston Jr.


*
Offertory Response -     “We Give Thee But Thine Own”       Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication 

                     
      The Sacrament of Holy Communion

                               (Please see the Communion Insert)





Christ Himself  is the Host at this table.  All are invited who confess  Jesus as Lord and Savior of their lives.  Communion will be administered in the pews.  Children are invited to partake of the Communion at the discretion of their parents, however, children who are not partaking of the Communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing.



*
Closing Hymn -           “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”                     Pg. 252                                                                     


   *
Benediction 



*
Threefold Amen  


*
Extinguishing of the Candles                            by  Richard  Burger





 *
Postlude -   “When They Ring Those Golden Bells”   

Welcome: As we remember the Day of Pentecost, may the same power, love and unity that blessed the first Christians touch us all. We welcome you, and God loves you! If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 
Our beautiful Altar Flowers are presented to the glory of God by Leon and Diane Shaffer in honor of their 45th Wedding Anniversary which was May 17th.

Next Week’s Scripture Lesson: Psalm 8

May Greeters:  Cameron Crum and Ron Zimmerman. Announcer: Arletta Thomas.  May Offering Team:  Sue Faust, Dale Faust, Carol Cooper, Jim Davis.

Lay Readers:  May 19 - Norine Goss; May 26 - Michelle Cooper; June 2 - ; June 9 - Gerry Wiest .  If  you  cannot  read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
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                             The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                            Halifax, PA

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site & Email - http://valleysecc.org   valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com       

       THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Adapted and reprinted from Worship Vessels: Resources for Renewal.  


Copyright 1987 by Russell Mitman.  Pp. 143-144.

Pastor:

May we now be incorporated together in love, for the sake of Christ our Savior, who loves us and calls us to show forth his love in word and deed.

Let us pray .  .  .  We remember, O God, that from the beginning you have called your people together into the household of faith and have bound us together with the signs and seals of your everlasting covenant.  We rejoice that in Jesus Christ, and through the one offering of himself, we who are buried and raised with him in baptism are incorporated into his body and made living members of his church.  We give thanks that you have called us to be at one with all the saints who in every place call on his name and with whom we are united in one communion.

CONSECRATION OF THE ELEMENTS:

Pastor:

By the blessing of your Holy Spirit sanctify us and this bread and cup, that we may be nourished in the body through these holy mysteries, and strengthened for service in the name of Jesus Christ.

All:  (Sung to the tune of The Doxology)
Come, Jesus, Lord, and be our guest

To share with us communion blest;

And with this bread and wind impart

Your grace to every waiting heart.

BREAKING THE BREAD AND POURING THE CUP

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen..

INVITATION

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

All:  (Sung to the tune of The Doxology)
We thank you, Lord, for holy food:

Our Christ’s own body, his own blood,

The Bread of Life, the Branches’ Vine,

To nourish us and all mankind.

Pastor:

What is your only comfort in life and in death?

People:

That I belong - body and soul, in life and death - not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for my sins.  By his Holy Spirit he assures me to eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.

All:  (Sung to the tune of The Doxology)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

                                             CHURCH CALENDAR
May
19 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School (Pentecost Sunday) 



10:15AM - Church - (Pew Communion)




12:00Noon-5:00PM - Girl Scout Court of Awards




Zumba is at Word of Life Chapel today (2:00-3PM, 3:15PM)



6:30PM - Youth Group

May 
20 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center is open Monday 


   thru Friday




10:00AM - Bible Study




7:00PM - Strategic Planning Committee

May
21 - 
6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463

May
22 - 
6:00-7:00PM - Daisy Girl Scout Troop 10753
May 
26 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM - Memorial Sunday & Graduate Recognition

                         Sunday




2:00-3:00PM - Zumba  3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold
May
27 -
Memorial Day - Church office & Senior Center closed -No Meals 
May
30 -
6:00-8:00PM - Girl Scout Troop 10728

June
  1 -
8:00AM - 2:00PM Valleys Church Yard Sale

June
  2 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:00AM - Summer Church Begins! 



Fellowship Meal - Youth Group Fundraiser 




2:30PM Walk For Life (for Lifeline Pregnancy Center) at 


   The Ned Smith Center, Millersburg -
 (Registration is at 


    1:30PM) - See Marie Herb if you wish to walk.



2:00-3:00PM - Zumba  3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold

June
  3 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center is open Monday 


   thru Friday




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Bill Krentz, June Leader)




5:30PM - Prayer Team




6:00-9:00PM - Girl Scout Leaders




7:00PM - Strategic Planning Committee

June      4 -
6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463




7:00PM - Deacons

June      6 -
12:00Noon - Senior Citizens at Valleys 
 (Covered dish 



   meal, please bring something to share)




6:00-8:00PM -Girl Scout Troop 10728

June
   9 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:00AM - Summer Church (Baptism)




2:00-3:00PM - Zumba  3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold


              *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  Members & Friends of The Valleys:   Navigate Pathway; *Colleen Gonder; *Lydia Faust; *Leon & Courtney Dimpsey & expected babies;  Elvin Lebo;  Melba Croutharmel; Sandy Zimmerman; Pauline Novinger; Allen Goss; Glen Jones; Etta & Robert Miller, (June Wiest’s sister & brother-in-law); Baby Elaina Parker; Larry Helt, (Gail & Charlie Shertzer’s friend); Gregg Gelnett;  Carley Enders; Nevin Maurer; Margie Zeigler, (Frey Village).

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek;  *Wainer & Magui Guimaraes.

Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer; 


Military: Cameron Heddings, (grandson of Bonita Heddings is stationed in Afghanistan). Wesley Eshleman, (grandson of Betty Eshleman, stationed in Kuwait). 

Please inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 


Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. May 19 - Donna Novinger; May 26 - Shirley Miller; June 2 - Carol Cooper; June 9 - Patty Hummel. We can still use more Nursery attendants! If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Church School Teachers (Adults): May 19 - Dave Novinger;  May 26 - Carol Reisch; June 2 - Ed & Peggy Berra; June 9 - Carol Reisch.  If you cannot teach on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.


Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church location.  Stop in and have a cup of coffee and fellowship and see what programs are planned.  Everyone is welcome! See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver if you wish to eat at the Senior Center (meals must be ordered in advance) and see the Senior Center calendar (on bulletin board in narthex) for list of activities.

    Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)! 
              Church Attendance for May 12, 2013 was 79.
Youth Group Fundraiser:  Members of the Youth Group are doing a Reed’s Pretzel & Kaiser Sandwich Fundraiser to benefit two members of  the Youth Group who are going on a Mission Trip to Preble Street Mission in Portland, Maine the week of July 14-21, 2013. Please give the money due when you order (All Money must be given to Marie Herb by next Sunday). Orders are due by May 20th. (Checks can be made to Valleys E. C. C. Youth Group.) Delivery Date is May 30th.
2013 Graduate Sunday will be held on Sunday, May 26th. Please complete the form (on table in narthex) and return it today so we have the information to recognize/list our 2013 graduates (also any graduates since last May).

Memorial Honor Roll will be printed in the bulletin next Sunday,  May 26th  for the Memorial Day Sunday Service.  Please see the form (on table in narthex) and return it today, Sun., May 19th.

Valleys Church Yard Sale will be held on Saturday, June 1st in the church parking lot.  If you wish to participate in having a table at the yard sale, each parking space will be assigned to a “vendor” for $10. Vendors may provide their own tables as there is a limited amount of tables available (on first come, first serve basis) to reserve for yard sale. See Donna Novinger to “reserve” your space.  

Taco/BBQ Fundraiser: The Youth Group will do a Taco/BBQ Fundraiser on Sunday, June 2 at the Fellowship Meal.  Please support the youth group.  See Donna Novinger or Marie Herb if you have any questions.

                         Pentecost, the church’s birthday

     Pentecost was originally a Jewish harvest festival when the first fruits of crops were given as offering to God.  On the first Pentecost after Jesus’ resurrection, the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus’ followers.  They were filled with power and love, thus empowering them to witness to God’s actions in Christ to all who were nearby.  Some 3,000 people responded to their claims that Christ was Lord and Savior of mankind.

     The outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’ first followers on the day of Pentecost is often called the Church’s birthday.  You can read the entire story in Acts 2.


