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“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                                Arletta Thomas 

           *
Call To Worship 
           
      




L:
Let us come together, all whose lives would proclaim God’s glory!




P:
We open our hearts this day to God’s presence and power.




L:
In our prayers we lift all that we are before the Lord.




P:
With courage we will do and share God’s love with the world.




L:
Let our voices be raised in praise and song to the glory of God!



 ALL: Blessed be the name of the Lord!



L:
Come, let us worship together.




Prelude -                “The Lord‘s Prayer”           by Anthony Burger


*
Hymn -                 “Holy, Holy, Holy”                           Pg. 262                                          

      *
Prayer    



*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       



   O God, many times we are confused about what is right and what is wrong. We try to make decisions on our own even though we have the Helper, the Advocate, the Counselor available to guide us. Lord, forgive our foolish self-reliance and help us to reach out to your Holy Spirit to show us your way. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   
 
*
Assurance of Pardon                                                


*
Gloria Patri                                                                    Pg. 623                                                      



*
Affirmation of Faith -  (In Unison) 



We believe that God is our Father and all His children are our sisters and brothers - to be loved, cared for, and forgiven.  We believe in the life of sacrifice, humility and compassion which Jesus both taught and lived.  We believe that if we trust in Him, and accept His atoning death for our sins, our life is eternal and our destiny is in Heaven.  We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, present with us always, inspiring us to walk the pathway of goodness, truth and light.  Amen.



Hymn -            “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”          Pg. 259                                                                                                                

                   Prayer cards will be collected during this hymn.




Prayer with Lord’s Prayer  






Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.




Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”        Pg. 614



Anthem -                 “Morning Has Broken”       





Scripture -   John14:15-21, 26-27; John 16:7-14

                               Arletta Thomas, Lay Reader    (Please see Insert)



Sermon -                “That’s the Spirit!”            Rev. Geoff Twigg




Prayer:




Pastor:
    




Father, Thank-you that when the body of Jesus left this earth, He breathed Your Spirit into His Body. Thank-you for Your promise to be with us always, that we have fellowship with You in a place no earthly power can touch.  Over centuries and continents that Spirit has guided and comforted and preached. That Spirit has been faithful. And powerful. And unstoppable.  But the container has overcome the thing contained. The clay jar has forgotten its own fragility, trivialized the treasure it holds.  We have felt the immensity of the call, seen the threats that surround. And we have turned to our own strength. We have oppressed and excluded.   We have puffed ourselves up with knowledge, used your Word as a weapon. We have become professionals, overseeing systems; politicians, aligned with human powers. We have perfected ourselves, filled ourselves up. Crowded out the Spirit’s dwelling.  Who has any need for Your Spirit when we are so strong, so capable?  The Spirit grieves in that confinement. Waiting, pensive, pressing: A force of love and longing, ever seeking a way, Ever watching, writhing to be freed to the aching world.  May Your Spirit be revealed in all the color and personality of each person in Your Body.  May Your Spirit be seen through the unique flavor of each local community.  Let Your Spirit be spoken through every poet’s pen.  Let Your Spirit flow through the hands of every artist.  Let Your Spirit loosen the tongue of every singer, every preacher.  Let every child dance to that rhythm, every old man tap his toes. Whatever Your Spirit wants to heal, let it be healed.  Whatever Your Spirit wants to be free, let it be freed.

People:  

Help us empty ourselves of ourselves, so that whatever small, cramped piece of Spirit is still within us may swell to the fullness of Your beauty and strength.


Pastor:


May Your Spirit be unleashed in and through us, because of us and in spite of us.  So Your Body may live and breathe again.  Amen. 




Offering 




Offertory  -            “He Hideth My Soul”       by William Kirkpatrick


*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own”  Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication  


*
Hymn -             “Come Thou Almighty King”              Pg. 267                                       



*
Benediction 


*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles



*
Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude -                “O Perfect Love”                  by John Scriveyner       
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                              The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                        CHURCH CALENDAR
May
15 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM -  Traditional Worship (Enders) - Rev. Geoff Twigg, guest preacher




2:00PM - Zumba

May
16 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Mike Petresky, Leader)


May
17 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740

May
18 -
Noon- 3PM - Senior Center Pinochle Card Party




6:00PM - G. S. Trps. 10753 & 10737; Trp. 10728, 6:30PM




7:00PM - Council Meeting   (No Choir practice)

May
22 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team/Hymnal) -




Special Speaker - To be announced (Children’s Church)



Youth Group - Ferry trip

May
23 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Mike Petresky, Leader)

May
24 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740

May
25 -
6:00PM - G. S. Trps. 10753 & 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




7:30PM - Choir

May
29 -
10:15AM -  Traditional Worship (Hymnal) - Memorial Honor Roll and Graduate Recognition Sunday




2:00PM - Zumba

May 
30 -
Valleys Church Office and Halifax Senior Center are  closed (No Meals on Wheels).

May
31 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740

June
  1 -
​6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




7:30PM - Choir

June
  5 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM -  Traditional Worship (Enders) -Food Blessing




Covered Dish Fellowship Meal following service




1:30PM - Girl Scout Court of Honors

Victory Group-Mondays, 5:30PM; 

Praise Team Rehearsal - 1st & 3rd Thurs, 6:15PM   

   
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

* Dennis & Kathy Marshall & Family; * Vickie Shoffler & Family; *Sue Miller, (Donna Moorhead‘s sister); *Monica Etzweiler, (Carol Knight’s friend); *Randy Harris,  Ron & Sandy Zimmerman;  Donna & Ritchie Moorhead; Kermit Masser, (Tremont Health & Rehabilitation Center);  Ken Klett; June Wiest; Gail Shertzer; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker; Esther Masser; Hannah Klinger; Nancy & Elmer Feidt;  Tom Lauver; Tom Hale; Etta Miller; Dave Miller Sr.; Aliyia Shoop, (Brian & Nicole‘s daughter);  Pastoral Search Committee.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Cindy Hoover; *Jenny and Chris Hoskins. 
OUR SHUT INS: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 

Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. 
    ______________________________________________________________________________
WELCOME TO WORSHIP: We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.
WE WELCOME AND THANK Rev. Geoff Twigg for being our guest preacher today. His wife’s name is Vicky.

OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Leon and Diane Shaffer in honor of their 48 Wedding Anniversary on May 17th.

SYMPATHY:  We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Vickie Shoffler as Vickie’s sister-in-law 

NEW MEMORY VERSE:  Philippians 4:8 (NIV) “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about such things.”

MAY 2016 Greeters: Sue Faust and Carol Knight.

May Acolyte: Alaina Snyder May Announcer:  Arletta Thomas

MAY OFFERING TEAM (Team 5): Sue Faust, (Captain), 
Dale Faust, Carol Cooper, Gary Snyder
Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 

LAY READERS: May. 15 - Arletta Thomas; May 22 - Gerry Wiest; May 29 - Ed Dobbin. If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  the  church secretary (896-3118). 

NURSERY: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. May 15 - Marie Herb; May 22 - Brandi Crum; May 29 - Donna Motter.  If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS (Adults): May 15 - Ed Dobbin; May 22 - Ann Cooper ; May 29 - Marie Herb. If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger who will teach in your place.           

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall    Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
PASTOR’S VACATION:  - Pastor Deb will be on vacation in Washington State, Friday, May 13 thru Friday, May 27.  Please call Donna Novinger, our office secretary, or Bob Endy, our Council President with church related matters. We have secured the coverage of two local “ordained clergy” if we need them while Pastor Deb is away. Valleys church office (717-896-3118); Bob‘s phone number (717-921-8532)..

_________________________________________________________________________________
ASSISTANT CHURCH SECRETARY:  The Valleys EC Church is looking for a qualified candidate for the position of Assistant Church Secretary.  Hours are limited and will be on an as needed basis.  The individual will fill-in for the Church Secretary when she is unavailable.  Good computer and phone skills are a priority for this position.  Qualified candidates may submit a letter of interest to the church office.

__________________________________________________________________________________

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs. (card games are played from 8:30-10:00AM for anyone who wishes to play card games). The Senior Center meets in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room. 

May Bible Study Leader is Pastor Mike Petresky. 

The monthly calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex.  

Place coupons for U. S. military families on top of bookcase in the multipurpose (meeting) room.  

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church).

Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased
CHURCH ATTENDANCE  for Sunday, Apr. 24  was 60.  

MISSION OFFERING: You may include the “Mission Offering” in your weekly envelope or put it in the basket at the rear of the sanctuary. (May thru August Mission Offerings go toward Back-To-School Program.)

MEMORIAL DAY HONOR ROLL: Please see the form in the foyer (or in the April/May newsletter) if you wish to remember a family member or friend or honor a graduate or special anniversary on Sunday, May 29, 2016 in our Memorial Day Honor Roll.  Please fill out the form and return it to the church office by Sunday, May 15, 2016 deadline.
2016 GRADUATES: The Valleys ECC would like to congratulate our 2016 Graduates (also any graduates since last June) by recognizing them during the worship service on May 29, 2016.  They will also be listed in the June newsletter.  Please complete the form  in the foyer (or in the April/May newsletter) and return it to the church office no later than today, Sunday, May 15th.

                    Scripture Reading  John 14:15-21, 26-27

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”

26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

15.26
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me.”

16.7-14

 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment:9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer;11 and about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you.”


