THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Acolyte, Cailey Crum
Palm Sunday, April 9, 2017 - 10:15 AM

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                             Dave Novinger



*
Call To Worship 
           
      


      L:
Praise to him who comes in the name of the Lord.

      P:
Shout with joy, for your King is coming!

      L:
He proclaims peace to the nations and healing to the end of the earth.

      P:
Hosanna in the highest. Honor and praise to Christ our King!
      
L:
Come, let us worship!

Prelude -                                                        (lighting of Altar candles) 


*
Hymn -           “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”                   Pg. 174                    
      *
Opening Prayer    



*
Call to Confession



*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       



           

We confess, Lord, that our worship often lacks the enthusiasm of the early followers who shouted “Hosanna” in the streets of Jerusalem. So often we worship out of a sense of obligation rather than of enthusiastic desire. The smile is not on our faces, and the spring is not in our steps. Fill us Lord, with a sense of awe and wonderment in your presence, and help us to celebrate with joy your might acts among us. Amen.    
*
Kyrie:   (To Be Spoken/Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   
*    Assurance of Pardon: (Unison)

      Our assurance of pardon is in Jesus, “who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave . . . and became obedient to the point of  death . . . on a cross.” Through his obedience we are freed from whatever bondage enslaves us.


*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  


We believe in God who created and is creating the world, who came to us in His Son, Jesus;  To reconcile and save.  Who works by His Spirit. Who calls us into His church to celebrate His presence, to join hands and hearts in service.  To proclaim Jesus Christ - crucified and risen - our only hope, in life and in death, and unto the life everlasting.  These things we believe in our hearts and will proclaim with our voices.  Amen.



Hymn -                “Praise Him! Praise Him”                Pg. 106                                                                                                                                                     

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Prayer with Lord’s Prayer  






Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614



Anthem -                              “Hosanna”       



Scripture -    Matthew 21:1-11     (Pg. 30 of NT Pew Bible)
                                         Bridget Campbell, Lay Reader                                  



Message -                    “Who Is This?”     




Offering Invitation


Offertory -      


*
Offertory Response -     “We Give Thee But Thine Own”    Pg. 620   


*
Prayer of Dedication


*
Blessing of the Palms




Pastor:    Some of the crowd spread their garments on the road, others cut branches and spread them on the road.  The crowd shouted “Blessed is the King who comes in 






the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”




All:

Thank you, God for Palms that symbolize Christ’s  entry into our lives with victory over sin and death.  Bless each palm and each person here today as we use them to tell the world that Jesus has come and that he will come again.  Amen.



Distribution of the Palms



*
Closing Hymn -                “The Palms”                 (See Insert)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        


*
Benediction



*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Greeting:    “The peace of  God  be  with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude -                          



WELCOME TO WORSHIP:  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.
                                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
​Apr.       9 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class



10:15AM - Palm Sunday Traditional Worship - Organist 


Apr.
10 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs. -






(Yoga Exercise 9:00AM at Senior Center Mon. Tues, Wed.)





10:00AM - Bible Study (Laurel Guertin, Leader)


           

7:00PM - Elders Meeting (rescheduled from Apr. 3)



Apr.
11 -
5:30-7:00PM - “Free” Community Meal at Valleys

Apr.
13 -
7:00PM - Maundy Thursday Service (Communion)

Apr.
14 -
12:00Noon - Good Friday Service at Valleys
Apr.
16 -
6:30AM - EASTER Sunrise Service at Camp Hebron




9:00AM - Easter Program




10:15AM - Easter Worship-Traditional- Pew Communion


Apr.
17 - 
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs. -






(Yoga Exercise 9:00AM at Senior Center Mon. Tues, Wed.)





10:00AM - Bible Study (Laurel Guertin, Leader)

Apr.
18 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Troops 107738 & 10740

Apr.
19 -
Noon-3:00PM - Senior Center Pinochle Card Party



6:00-8PM - G. S. Troop 10753




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba




7:30PM - Choir


Apr.
20 -
7:00PM - Grief Share
Apr.
23 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School/ Confirmation Class




10:15AM - Blended Worship - Praise Team/Hymnal





  Mission Offering





1:00-5:00PM - Girl Scout Swap Event (No Zumba)


Apr.
24 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs. -






(Yoga Exercise 9:00AM at Senior Center Mon. Tues, Wed.)





10:00AM - Bible Study (Laurel Guertin, Leader)

Apr.
25 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Troops 107738 & 10740

Apr. 28 & 29 - East Coast Conference at Attleboro, MA - Pastor Dave and Laurel Guerin will attend the conference
Apr.
30 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/ Confirmation Class




10:15AM - Blended Worship - Praise Team/Hymnal
 -




 Special Speaker
         Praise Team Rehearsal for April 3rd & 4th Thursdays at 6:30PM
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new/change)
Please remember people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards: 
MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Dean & Lisa Etzweiler & Miriam Hoke & family; *Robin Kriener, (Mary Zeigler’s daughter); *Colleen Bublitz, (Home, Leon & Diane Shaffer’s daughter); *Deb Polack, (Sharon Fetterhoff’s sister, Home); *Nicole Shoop, (Home); Vickie Shoffler, (Home); Steven Shiflett, (Dennis Leitzel’s grandson); Arletta Thomas; Sherry Byerly; Roxanne Laudenslager, (Gerry Wiest’s daughter); Mary Cooke; Marie Herb; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Ann Cooper; Vickie Shoffler; Elmer Feidt;  Tom Hale; Ritchie Moorhead; Jane Baker;  Esther Masser; Hannah Klinger; Gail Shertzer; Tom Lauver; Pat & Richard Snyder;  Mary Smith, (Carol Knight’s friend); Everly Shoop, (Jan Quinn’s Granddaughter); Ben Baker, (Dennis & Barbara Croutharmel’s grandson); Jack ‘Jake’ Hale, (Tom Hale’s brother); Don Markel, Jr., (Pat Snyder’s son-in-law); Winnie Cadwallader, (Peggy Berra’s friend); Donna, Sandy, Scott, (Friends of Susie Snyder); Pat Shertzer; Angel Ocasio, (April Ocasio’s husband).
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest 

MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Karn & Carl Groot; *Missionarie in Thailand;  * Covenanters in World Mission.
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.    
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian love, thoughts and prayers to Dean & Lisa Etzweiler and Miriam Hoke & family as their son Matthew went to be with the Lord on April 2nd. 
A Memorial Service will be held at The Valleys tomorrow, Monday, April 10th. Visitation will be 9:00AM to 11:00AM; the Memorial Service will be at 11:00AM.  
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
.
	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	Apr. Greeters: Sharon Fetterhoff, Pete Bryson, 

Gary Snyder
	Apr. Announcer: Dave Novinger
Apr. Acolyte  Cailey Crum

	Apr. Offering Team (Team 4)*
Diane Shaffer, (Capt.), Leon Shaffer, Carolyn Nye, 
Ken Bechtel
	Communion Servers:

Apr. 16 (Pew Communion)

Norine Goss, Ed Dobbin, Diane Shaffer, Dave Novinger


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering if you cannot be there. 
	
	Apr. 9
	   Apr. 16
	 Apr. 23
	    Apr. 30

	Lay Readers
	Norine Goss
	Scott Miller
	Ann Cooper
	Arletta Thomas

	Nursery Attendants
	Marie Herb
	Neva Cichy
	Theresa Miller
	Donna Motter

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Bob Endy
	Easter Program
	Ken Bechtel
	Ken Bechtel


Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday or if you would like to be a Worship Participant, please see Donna Novinger or Pastor Dave.  Please contact Ken Bechtel if you are unable to teach S. School on your scheduled Sunday.  
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall                Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
     

Confirmation class – Library 




Children - Nursery and S. S. Classrooms

              Pastor David Guertin

                 Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                           Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com
     Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM
      Church Office (717-896-3118)

       Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org    Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                         The Palms          (Insert)

(Choir sings 1st Verse)

1.
O’er all the way, green palms and blos-soms gay ----


Are strewn this day in fes-tal prep-a-ra-tion,


Where Je-sus comes to wipe our tears a-way; ----


E’en now the throng to wel-come him pre-pare. ---

Refrain:


Praise ye, praise ye the Lord!


Let ev-’ry voice re-sound in joy-ous ac-cla-ma-tion!


Ho-san-na!  Praise ye the Lord!  ---


Bless him who com-eth to bring us sal-va - - - - tion. ---

(Choir and Congregations sings 2nd Verse)

2.
Sing and re-joice, O blest Je-ru-sa-lem;


Of all thy sons sing the e-man-ci-pa-tion!


Through bound-less love the Christ of Beth-le-hem


Brings faith and hope to thee for ev-er-more. ---

Refrain:


Praise ye, praise ye the Lord!


Let ev’ry voice re-sound in joy-ous ac-cla-ma-tion!


Ho-san-na!  Praise ye the Lord! ---


Bless him who come-eth to bring us sal-va - - - - tion. ---

                      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
APRIL 9th and APRIL 16th are Traditional Worship Services.   APRIL 23rd and APRIL 30th are Blended Worship. Services are at 10:15AM.
BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN began last Sunday. Baby bottles and coin cards are available in the church foyer to fill to benefit the  LIFELINE PREGNANCY CENTER in Millersburg. All baby bottles and coin cards must be returned by Sunday, May 14th. Please see Marie Herb if you have any questions.

 “FREE” COMMUNITY MEAL will be made and served by the Girl Scouts on Tuesday, April 11 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Chicken leg, baked potato, green beans/corn, dessert, drink.

                   HOLY WEEK SERVICES AND EVENTS

MANUDY THURSDAY SERVICE will be held at Valleys on April 13 at 7:00PM. A light Seder Meal of Roasted Lamb, Matzah, Maror (Bitter Herb - horseradish), Karpas (Garden Greens - parsley), Horoset (mixture of apples, nuts, cinnamon, and grape juice), and Roasted Egg will be served to remind of the Last Supper during the service. Communion will also be served.
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE will be held at Valleys on April 14 at 12:00Noon. Pastor Dave will be the speaker on “Good & Bad Thieves”
YOUTH EASTER PROGRAM PRACTICE will be April 2 and Apr. 9 during 9:00AM Sunday School hour and also on Friday, April 14 at 7:00PM.  Colored eggs are needed for the Easter Egg Hunt (or hard boiled eggs for the children to color at program practice on April 14). 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16th: Traditional Worship

9:00AM - Youth Easter Program (egg hunt will follow the Easter program)

10:15AM -Worship Service (Traditional - Pew Communion)

GRIEF-SHARE SUPPORT GROUP:  The Valleys ECC is offering a 13 week GriefShare Seminar (Support Group) on Thursday evenings beginning on April 20th at 7:00PM for anyone who is suffering from the loss of a loved one. This seminar offers gentle comfort, kind discussions and a very good video presentation. Our staff is experienced and will lovingly help you in dealing with grief. Contact Ritchie or Donna Moorhead for more information (Home - 717-896-8515 or Cell (Ritchie) - 1-570-517-6787 or contact them after church).We have been there are eager to help you, 
SUB & PIZZA SALE: The Deacons are sponsoring a sub and pizza sale. The items are made by Aunt B’s (they have a stand at the Gratz Crossroads Auction) and will be available for pickup/delivery on Thursday, May 11th at the church.  Order forms (and additional information) are available in the church foyer.  
MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST will be held on Sunday, May 14th at 8:00AM.   Please see Dave Novinger if you wish to help
FOR SALE: The church is selling its John Deere riding lawn mower.  The price is $1,500 or best offer. Any questions may be directed to Ritchie Moorhead at 896-8515.
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. and Thurs. Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games in the Social Room.  April Leader is Laurel Guertin.  Calendar is on Bulletin board in foyer.   April 19th is the Senior Center Pinochle Card Party.
    FOR THOSE WHO WISH SOME GENTLE EXERCISE: Yoga Exercise for Seniors (and anyone else who wishes to come) is held Monday, thru Wednesday at 9:00AM (except the week of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed) - everyone is welcome! 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE for Sunday, Mar. 26 - 61.
