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    Friday, April 3, 2015

                                                      12:00 Noon

A SERVICE OF SCRIPTURE AND SACRED SONG

          (Please enter in silence.)

A basket is placed in the rear of the sanctuary for your offering, 

which goes to the Halifax Ministerium.


Prelude -      “Processional to Calvary”   


WORDS OF PREPARATION . . .


Minister:


If we had been Jews, would we have spoken out for Him when the Sanhedrin accused Him of blasphemy?

If we had been Gentiles, would we have defended Him when the Romans condemned Him to death?

If we had been disciples, would we have stayed with Him when the crowd became a crucifying mob?

Or would we have been like Peter - who followed Him and loved Him and denied Him three times before the dawn?


People:



As indifference forms the pattern of our lives,

As hungry children cry for food,

As widows mourn alone in empty rooms,

In apathy -

We crucify.


PRAYER 
LESSON 1:


John 18:1-22 - JUDUS BETRAYS JESUS -          Ed Berra
      Hymn:  “’Tis Midnight, and on Olive’s Brow”   (See Insert)


LESSON 2:


John 18:12-14, 19-24 - TRIAL WITH CIAPHAS - Wilbur Prouse



Hymn:  “The Old Rugged Cross”                              Page 186

LESSON 3:



John 18:25-27 - PETER DENIES JESUS -          Mary Cooke


Hymn:  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                Page 178

PRAYER OF CONFESSION . . .
Minister:

I think of the nails that crucified my Lord,

They were made of iron; but more -

They were made of hatred, prejudice and greed.

And I wonder -

What part of myself is found in the shadow of that mob that stretches down through history?

What part of myself creates nails in other forms that wound my brother - and my Lord?

People:

You know how many times I have betrayed you, Lord.

You know the times I have chosen evil over good.

Guilt lies upon me like an iron cloak.

My soul is heavy - my burden hard.

ASSURANCE . . .

Minister:

In the act of death He absorbs our sins.

In love, He forgives our failures.

In the act of resurrection He gives the promise of acceptance, the assurance of forgiveness, the affirmation of eternal life.

“Your sins are forgiven you,” He said, “Go and sin no more.”

People:

Through Your love, I am made whole

Through Your death, I have found new life.

You are my shield, my redeemer and my hope.

 My sins are forgiven - Hallelujah!
LESSON 4:


John 18:28-19:16 - TRIAL WITH PILATE -     Loretta Prouse


Anthem:  “A Man Went Forth to Die”

LESSON 5:



John 19:17-30 - CRUCIFIXION -                     Dave Novinger


Hymn:    “Were You There?”                                      Page 181

LESSON 6:


John 19:31-37 - JESUS’ DEATH PROVEN -  Arletta Thomas


Hymn:  “What Wondrous Love Is This”                     Page 177

PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER - (In Unison)


Our Father, who art in heaven,


hallowed be thy name.


Thy kingdom come.


Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.


Give us this day our daily bread.


And forgive us our debts,


as we forgive our debtors.


And lead us not into temptation,


but deliver us from evil


For thine is the kingdom,


and the power,


and the glory,


forever.


Amen.


          PLEASE LEAVE THE SANCTUARY IN SILENCE.





(We invite you to remain in the Sanctuary in prayer and meditation.  When you are ready to depart, we ask that you please leave the sanctuary in silence.)
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