
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor
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  Palm Sunday, March 29, 2015

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements


*
Call To Worship 

      Bob Endy



L:
And the disciples began to rejoice and praise God, saying:



P:
Hosanna to the son of David!




L:
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!




P:
Blessed be the kingdom of our father David that is coming!




L:
Hosanna!



     P:
Hosanna in the highest!



L:
Come, let us worship together!




Prelude -                     “Hosanna to the King”        





*
Opening Hymn -     “All Glory, Laud and Honor”     Pg. 173                                                                                 

      *
Prayer of Invocation     
                                





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       




Lord, we are too prone to follow the crowd.  We let others decide for us when it is appropriate to take a stand.  Forgive our weakness, we pray, and strengthen our determination to do those things that further the coming of your kingdom regardless of the cost to our own comfort.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.

   



*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                                                                   Pg. 623


  
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  







We believe in Personal Faith in Jesus Christ - that Jesus Christ is the incarnate Son of God, who came to live among us, conquered sin and death, offering forgiveness for sin and assurance of eternal life for those who believe in Him.







We believe in The Word of God - the Bible is the only perfect rule of faith, doctrine and conduct.







We practice Worship and Prayer - We exalt and celebrate God for who He is, what He has done, what He is doing and what He will do.







We celebrate the Sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  The sacraments are a visible and outward sign of an invisible and spiritual grace.







We strive to be Faithful Disciples - Our purpose is to glorify God, celebrate new life in Christ, build up one another in faith and love, proclaim and teach the gospel, and care for the needs of the world. 
Hymn of Preparation -  “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”    Pg. 174                                                                         

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (Debts/Debtors)



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”         Pg. 614




Reception of New Members




Anthem -                            “Hosanna”




Scripture -   John 12:12-16     (Found on Pg. 331 of NT Pew Bible) 

            


                 Bob Endy, Lay Reader                





Sermon -              “We Would Like to See Jesus”




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -   “Open the Gates of the Temple”                  

                 

*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication   



*
Blessing of the Palms




Pastor:    Some of the crowd spread their garments on the road, others cut branches and spread them on the road.  The crowd shouted “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

       All:

Thank you, God for Palms that symbolize Christ’s  entry into our lives with victory over sin and death.  Bless each palm and each person here today as we use them to tell the world that Jesus has come and that he will come again.  Amen.




Distribution of the Palms



*
Closing Hymn -                “The Palms”                 (See Insert)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      



*
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Passing the Peace Greeting:     All may greet those around them 



with an embrace
 or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Postlude -                 “Palms Triumphant”        

Welcome: As crowds welcomed Jesus that first Palm Sunday, we welcome him among us today. Hosanna! Let us worship together.  If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

Our Beautiful Altar Flowers are presented to the glory of God by Gerry Wiest.

We welcome our New Members Ritchie Moorhead and Nicole Shoop.  We welcome them with joy and look forward to working together to build Christ’s Church.

March 2015….

Greeters: Shirley Miller and Donna Motter 

Announcer: Bob Endy.    Acolyte:  Brooke Croutharmel. 

Offering Team: Mike Crum, (Captain), Aaron Herb, Cameron Crum, To be announced. 

April 2015….

Greeters: Leon Shaffer and Doris Hand 

Announcer: Diane Shaffer.    Acolyte:  Cameron Crum. 

Offering Team: Diane Shaffer, (Captain), Leon Shaffer, Carolyn Nye, Ken Bechtel.
Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. 


                                     CHURCH CALENDAR
Mar.
29 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Palm Sunday - New 


   Members will be received during service (Peggy 


   Berra)




Mar. 
30 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon..-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Kris Heckard, Leader)




7:00PM - Dartball Banquet at Lykens UM 
Mar.
31 -
7:00-9:00PM  - Grief Share Support Group Seminar

Apr.
  1 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba




7:30PM - Choir

Apr.
  2 -
11:30AM - Senior Citizens Meeting ; Noon - Cov. Dish meal


7:30PM - Maundy Thursday Service at Valleys

Apr.
  3 -
12:00Noon - Good Friday Prayer Service at Valleys 

Apr.
  5 -
6:30AM  -  Easter Sunrise Service at Camp Hebron




7:30AM -  Breakfast at Camp Hebron



9:00AM - Youth Easter Program 




10:15AM - Easter Traditional Worship (Enders) -




 Blessing of the Food
Apr. 
 6 -
:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon..-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Carol Reisch, Leader)




5:30PM - Prayer Team


           




7:00PM - Elders




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Leaders

Apr.
  7 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463




7:00PM - Deacons




7:00-9:00PM  - Grief Share Support Group Seminar

Apr.
  8 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba




7:30PM - Choir


Apr. 10-11 - 
East Coast Conference at Worcester, MA




8:00AM to ?? - Spring Clean Up at Valleys

Apr.
12 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 



10:00-10:15AM - Learn Praise Hymns






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal) 

The following groups meet at Valleys  - Monday - Victory  Group (Weight Loss) - 5:30PM; Tuesdays - Weight Loss Challenge Group - 5:30-7:00PM     

           Praise Team Rehearsal: (2nd and 4th weeks at church)

              


*PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway; 

*Jim Davis; *Baby Jordan Schrader, (Premature daughter of Carla Schrader);   *Joe Gothier;  *Randy Motter, (Harrisburg Hospital Med/

Surg. ICU); Minnie Baker, (surgery scheduled for Apr. 1st); Jane Baker; Hannah Klinger; Elmer Feidt; Allen Goss, (UPMC Presbyterian Hosp. Pittsburgh);  Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Vickie Shoffler; Gail Shertzer; Aliyia Shoop; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; John Shoop; Ken Breeman; Jessie Boulder, (Vickie Shoffler’s sister); Pam Arsonaul; Owen Miller, (Shirley & Russ Miller’s grandson).

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Ruth & Peter Dutton.


Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 


Please inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
    ______________________________________________________________________________  
Church Attendance for last Sunday, Mar. 22nd was 56.
Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
Lay Readers: Mar. 29 - Bob Endy; Apr. 5 - Ken Bechtel; Apr. 12 - June Wiest; Apr. 19 - Laura Roush.  If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).


Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Mar. 29 - Marie Herb; Apr. 5 - Carol Cooper; Apr. 12 - Ann Hale; Apr. 19 - Brandi Crum.  If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Sunday School Teachers (Adults): Mar. 29 - Ken Bechtel; Apr. 5 - Easter Program; Apr. 12 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Apr. 19 - Bob Endy. If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Jessie Faust who will be teaching in your place.

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 


Adult Class  - Social Hall 


Choices - Multi-purpose Room    

Friends In Faith - Library 
GriefShare Support Group: The Valleys ECC Church is hosting a GriefShare Support Group seminar. GriefShare meets on  Tuesdays (7:00-9:00PM) and continues each week thru Tues., May 12th. Each session begins with an introduction, a half hour video and about a half hour table discussion.  If you are interested, call Ritchie R. Moorhead or Donna Donahue-Moorhead at: Home – 717-896-8515 or Cell (Ritchie) – 570-517-6787.  You can also contact them after church.  Brochures are available in the narthex. 

                  Holy Week Services and Activities

Maundy Thursday Service will be held on April 2nd at 7:30PM at Valleys.   Altar Communion will be administered.

Good Friday Prayer Service will be held on April 3rd at 12:00Noon at Valleys.

Practice for Easter Program is on Sundays during 9AM Sun. School hour and also on Friday, April 3rd 6:30-8:00PM.
Easter Egg Donations:  The youth will decorate hard boiled eggs during the Easter program practice for the Easter Egg Hunt.  If you wish to donate hard-boiled eggs, please bring them in to the church by Thursday, April 2nd.

Easter Sunrise Service will be held on Sunday, April 5th at 6:30AM at Camp Hebron. Pastor Denise Haskins will be the speaker.  Breakfast will be served after the service at 7:30AM.

Valleys Easter Services  Sunday, April 5th -



Easter Youth Program will be held at 9:00AM. Egg hunt will be held following the program for children ages 12 and under.  If you forget your basket (or bucket), bags will be provided.



Traditional Easter Worship Service will be held at 10:15AM. Holy Communion will be administered in the pews.

                        ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  

Mr. Sticky will be at Valleys on Monday, April 27th and Tuesday, April 28th! Order forms are in the narthex - White forms are for Mon. Apr. 27th) and Colored forms are for Tues. Apr. 28th.  Cost is $3.00 per bun. Buns will be available for pick-up both days from 6:00AM to 1:00PM.  A sign up sheet is in the narthex for helpers needed for both days.  If you are taking orders, please give your order form to Ron Zimmerman or put form on the desk in the church office.  Bulk Orders should be handed in by Monday, April 20th. If you have any questions, please see Ron Zimmerman.

Halifax Senior Center open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Check the calendar on Bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  March. Mon. morning Bible Study Leader - Pastor Kris Heckard.   Place coupons for U. S. military families in the green box in the multipurpose (meeting) room where the Senior Center meets now.  
Devotionals: Pick up a Free copy of “Our Daily Bread” (March April, May) devotional as you come into the church narthex and also at the sanctuary door.  

“These Days” devotional ($5 yearly subscription) is also available.

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)! 

By purchasing Giant gift cards, you can help raise money for Valleys. Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.     
Youth Group Fundraiser: The Youth Group is selling wall calendars ($6 each) and 2015-2016 Pocket Planner calendars ($3). Samples are in the narthex. 
Address for Allen Goss: If you wish to send cards to Allen and Norine Goss, please send them to the following address: Allen Goss

UPMC Presbyterian, 200 Lothrop Street, ICU Bed 5, 3rd Floor, Pittsburgh, PA  15213.

Card Shower: Geraldine Paul will turn 90 years young on April 1st. If you wish to send her a card, send to The Woods at Cedar Run Apt. 217, 824 Lisburn Road, Camp Hill PA 17011. Phone 763-4313.

                                          The Palms          (Insert)

(Choir sings 1st Verse)

1.
O’er all the way, green palms and blos-soms gay ----


Are strewn this day in fes-tal prep-a-ra-tion,


Where Je-sus comes to wipe our tears a-way; ----


E’en now the throng to wel-come him pre-pare. ---

Refrain:


Praise ye, praise ye the Lord!


Let ev-’ry voice re-sound in joy-ous ac-cla-ma-tion!


Ho-san-na!  Praise ye the Lord!  ---


Bless him who com-eth to bring us sal-va - - - - tion. ---

(Choir and Congregations sings 2nd Verse)

2.
Sing and re-joice, O blest Je-ru-sa-lem;


Of all thy sons sing the e-man-ci-pa-tion!


Through bound-less love the Christ of Beth-le-hem


Brings faith and hope to thee for ev-er-more. ---

Refrain:


Praise ye, praise ye the Lord!


Let ev’ry voice re-sound in joy-ous ac-cla-ma-tion!


Ho-san-na!  Praise ye the Lord! ---


Bless him who come-eth to bring us sal-va - - - - tion. ---

                      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


