
THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
The Rev. Debra Gustafson, Interim Pastor
Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Organist, Mark & Joanne Enders

Acolyte, Lydia Faust 

March 20, 2016 

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         

                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                                    Diane Shaffer 

           *
Call To Worship 
           
      




L:
Hosanna!





P:
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!




L:
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!




P:
Hosanna in the highest heaven!




L:
Come, let us worship together.




Prelude -                 “At The Cross”                     by Linda Walker



*
Opening Hymns - “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna“              Pg. 174

                                           “All Glory, Laud and Honor”         Pg. 173              

      *
Opening Prayer                     





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       





Let us confess our sin and admit what we are. We are impatient and bored. We are often undisciplined and irresponsible. Yes, Jesus, that’s the way it is. We care about the poor and the oppressed. We also care about fine buildings, comfortable chairs, color TV, and three good meals a day. Yes, Jesus, that’s the way it is. We are not sensitive enough to others. And too sensitive to ourselves. Yes, Jesus, that’s the way it is.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   


*
Assurance of Pardon                                                


*
Gloria Patri                                                                     Pg. 623



*
Affirmation of Faith -  (In Unison) 

Jesus, when you rode into Jerusalem the people waved palms with shouts of acclamation. Grant that when the shouting dies we may still walk beside you, even to a cross. Amen.

Children’s Sermon




Hymn of Preparation -                                                Pg. 97

                                “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name”                                                                                                                 

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the this hymn.




Pastoral Prayer with  Lord’s Prayer

    


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.                                   





Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614




Anthem -                      “Hail to the King”       





Scripture -              June Wiest, Lay Reader

                            Psalm 118:26-29  (Found on Pg. 675 of OT Pew Bible)
                            Matthew 21:1-11 (Found on Pg. 30 of NT Pew Bible)                                    
                    






Sermon -        “Our Expectations Verses God‘s Way” 




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -                    “Lenten Mediation”               by Ron Loree


*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication  



*
Closing Hymn -  ”Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”      Pg. 1                                      



*
Benediction: 


*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles



*
Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude -           “Trumpet Tune and Air”                    by Henry Purcell

WELCOME TO WORSHIP: We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Gerry Wiest in loving memory of her husband Jack Wiest.


March 2016 Greeters: Shirley Miller and Bob Endy.

Mar. Acolyte: Lydia Faust   Mar. Announcer:  Diane Shaffer


MARCH OFFERING TEAM (Team 3): Mike Crum, (Captain), 
Cameron Crum, Aaron Herb, To be announced.
Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 
LAY READERS:  Mar. 20 - June Wiest; Mar. 27 - Ann Cooper; Apr. 3 - Laura Roush..  If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  the  church secretary (896-3118). 

NURSERY: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under.   Mar. 20 - Marie Herb; Mar. 27 - Donna Motter; Apr. 3 - Carol Cooper. If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS (Adults): Mar. 20 - Marie Herb; Mar. 27 - EASTER PROGRAM; Apr. 3 - Sharon Fetterhoff. If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.           

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall    Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
      Confirmation Age Class - Library
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                     CHURCH CALENDAR
Mar.
20 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School, Confirmation Class-(library)




10:15AM -  Palm Sunday - Traditional Worship (Enders)




1:30PM - Dartball Tournament at Valleys  
(No Zumba)



Mar.
21-
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Denise Haskins, Leader)


Mar.
24  - 
6:00PM - Choir practice




7:00PM - Maundy Thursday Service  at Valleys

Mar.
25  -
12:00Noon - Good Friday Community Service at Valleys

Mar.
26 -
11:00AM - Memorial Service for Jim Davis
Mar.
27 - 
6:30AM - Easter Sunrise Service at Camp Hebron (Valleys serves breakfast)




9:00AM - Youth Easter Program 



10:15AM - Easter Service - Traditional Worship (Enders) - Holy Communion (No Children’s Church)

Mar.
28 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Denise Haskins, Leader)





7:00PM - Dartball Banquet at St. Christopher Lutheran

Mar.
29 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740

Mar.
30 -
6:00PM - G. S. Trps. 10753 & 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




7:30PM - Choir

Apr.
  3 -
9:00AM - - Sunday School, Confirmation Class-(library)




10:15AM -  Traditions Worship  -




   Blessing of Food; Fellowship Meal follows Worship




2:00PM - Zumba

Apr.      4 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Denise Haskins, Leader)





5:30PM - Prayer Team




6:00PM - Girl Scout Leaders




7:00PM - Elders

Apr.
  5 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740




7:00PM - Deacons

Apr.
  6 -
6:00PM - G. S. Trps. 10753 & 10737; 6:30PM  Trp. 10728




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




7:30PM - Choir

Apr.
10 -
10:00AM - Pre-Music 






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal) -




5:00PM - Youth Group (Special time)
Victory Group-Mons,5:30PM; Praise Team Rehearsal - 2nd&4th Thurs, 6:15PM 

   
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

  *Timothy Peiffer, (Lydia Peiffer‘s son had open heart surgery); *Sandy Zimmerman, (Home); Allen Goss, (Hershey Med. Center, Rm. 6137);  Donna Donahue-Moorhead; Kermit Masser, (Tremont Health & Rehabilitation Center); Ron Zimmerman; Aliyia Shoop, (Brian & Nicole’s Daughter); Ken Klett; June Wiest; Gail Shertzer; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker; Esther Masser; Nancy & Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; John Shoop; Tom Hale; Etta & Bob Miller; Dave Miller Sr.;  Pastoral Search Committee.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Lillian & Donald Dwight

OUR SHUT INS: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 


Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. 
    ______________________________________________________________________________
CHURCH ATTENDANCE  for Sunday, Mar. 13 was 69.  
CHOIR PRACTICE at 6:00PM on Mar. 24th right before our Maundy Thursday Service.  There will be no choir practice on Wed, Mar. 23rd.
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE will be held at Valleys on March 24th at 7:00PM. Holy Communion will be administered.

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE will be held at Valleys on March 25th at 12:00Noon.

PRACTICE FOR EASTER PROGRAM will be held on during Sunday School hour today, Mar. 20th, and Friday, March 25th at 6:30PM. (Egg hunt, for children age 12 and under, will follow the program, bags will be provided children if they forget their basket.)

EGGS FOR EASTER: If anyone wishes to donate eggs for the children to color, please bring them in by Friday at Noon. (Please put a note on eggs if they are not hardboiled.)

MARCH 27th EASTER SERVICES:
6:30AM - Easter Sunrise Service at Camp Hebron (Valleys serves breakfast following the service at 7:30AM)

9:00AM - Youth Easter Program at Valleys  - Egg hunt will follow program.

10:15AM - Easter Worship Service (Traditional) - Holy Communion  will be administered in the pews.

MR. STICKY:  Order Mr. Sticky buns by Sunday, April 3rd!  Order forms are in the church narthex. Forms are for Mon. Apr. 11th and Tues. Apr. 12th. A sign up sheet will be in the narthex for helpers needed both days. Order forms may be given to Jessi Faust or put the form under the church office door.  Bulk Orders should be turned in by Sunday, April 3rd! Mr. Sticky buns can be picked up on Monday, April 11th (6:00AM to 1:00PM) or Tuesday, April 12th (6:00AM to 1:00PM) at The Valleys!  Have questions? Call the Valleys Church Office at 717-896-3118 or Jessi (717-362-1162) or Ed Berra (717-599-5103).

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs. (card games are played from 8:30-10:00AM for anyone who wishes to play card games).   The Senior Center meets in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room. March and April Bible Study Leader is Pastor Denise Haskins. Calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex.  Place coupons for U. S. military families on top of bookcase in the multipurpose (meeting) room.  

AFFIRMATION OF THE INFANT BAPTISMAL COVENANT:
If you were baptized as an infant and wish to give a public, adult witness of your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ in our worship service at Valleys ECC, please call Pastor Deb at the church office (717-896-3118).  These are profound and precious events in the Body of Christ where adult believers who were baptized as infants have an opportunity to give a clear witness of their faith in Christ and commitment to continue to follow Him as Lord and Savior.

_________________________________________________________________________________

ASSISTANT CHURCH SECRETARY:  The Valleys EC Church is looking for a qualified candidate for the position of Assistant Church Secretary.  Hours are limited and will be on an as needed basis.  The individual will fill-in for the Church Secretary when she is unavailable.  Good computer and phone skills are a priority for this position.  Qualified candidates may submit a letter of interest to the church office.

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church).

Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased. 

THANK YOU: 

Sending a huge thank you to our friends at Valleys as we continue on the post-transplant journey.   Although the challenges seem to hang around, we are so very blessed to have the love and support from our church family.  

Thank you for the cards, messages, visits and prayers as we appreciate them so much.  A big thank you to the children for that most precious, special card.   God has a plan for us and we pray for his strength and guidance as we move forward.   

                                                      With love, Allen and Norine Goss

