THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Acolyte, Brooke Croutharmel
March 19, 2017 - 10:15 AM

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                             Diane Shaffer



*
Call To Worship 
           
      


      L:
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases.

      P:
God’s mercies never come to an end.


      L:
They are new every morning;


      P:
great is God’s faithfulness.
      
L:
Come, let us worship God!
Prelude      

                                             (lighting of Altar candles)


*
Hymn -  “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him”      Pg. 9                    
      *
Opening Prayer    



*
Call to Confession



*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       



           

O God, you spread your table before us and invite us to dine. We judge some as unworthy to partake of your feast. You call us to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. We close the doors of your household to those we deem unfit to come in. You desire mercy, not sacrifice, as a response to your grace. We expect others to be thankful that we accept them at all. Forgive us our arrogance in response to your love. Make us mindful of those whom you also hold dear.
     
*
Kyrie:   (To Be Spoken/Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   
*    Assurance of Pardon: (Responsively)

      L:
Jesus said: “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.

      P:  Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

 ALL:
If we are honest and confess our sins before God, we inherit the righteousness of faith revealed in Jesus Christ.



*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  



      L:
   We believe in God who, through holy imagination, created a world full of hope and life and who, through a holy love, imagined that world to be in the image of God.  We believe in God who, despite the sin, degradation, suffering and hopelessness that exists in the world, loves the world still and seeks to recast it always in that holy image.



      P:
   We believe in Jesus Christ who came as tangible evidence of God’s love and who came as the perfect image of God. We believe that he experienced suffering and pain, moments of sadness and despair. We believe that he then transformed our suffering and pain into victory, and he changed our sadness and despair into joy and hope.  We believe in the life-giving power that Christ brings through suffering, and we celebrate that life as we celebrate his birth.



 ALL:  
    We believe in the Holy Spirit as the one who transforms our lives and sustains us as children of God and brothers and sisters with Christ.   We believe that we are called to be the church, to invite others to the table of fellowship and to the transformation of their hearts into hearts filled with hope.   In the power of this Spirit, we believe that our lives become worship and that life itself is full of hope and meaning. Amen.   



Hymn -           “I Need Thee Every Hour”           Pg. 428                                                                                                                                                     

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Prayer with Lord’s Prayer  






Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614



Anthem -                   “More Love to Thee”



Scripture -    Matthew 9:9-13     (Pg. 11 of NT Pew Bible)
                                         Ken Bechtel, Lay Reader                                  



Message -                “BLESS: Eat Together”     




Offering Invitation


Offertory                    


*
Offertory Response -     “We Give Thee But Thine Own”    Pg. 620   


*
Prayer of Dedication


*
Hymn -       “Let Us Break Bread Together”                Pg. 323           


*
Benediction



*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Greeting:    “The peace of  God  be  with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude                     



WELCOME TO WORSHIP:   We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.
	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	Mar. Greeters: Shirley Miller, Donna Motter, Dave Novinger
	Mar. Announcer:

Diane Shaffer

	Mar. Acolyte

Brooke Croutharmel


	Mar. Offering Team (Team 3)*

Mike Crum, (Capt.), Cailey Crum, Chris Herb, Sr., Aaron Herb


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering if you cannot be there. 
	
	Mar. 19
	   Mar. 26
	    Apr. 2
	     Apr. 9

	Lay Readers
	Ken Bechtel
	Laura Roush
	Bridget Campbell
	Norine Goss

	Nursery Attendants
	Neva Cichy
	Donna Motter
	Carol Cooper
	Ann Hale

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Dave 

Novinger
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Ed & Peggy Berra
	Bob Endy


Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday or if you would like to be a Worship Participant, please see Donna Novinger or Pastor Dave.  Please contact Ken Bechtel if you are unable to teach S. School on your scheduled Sunday.  
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While Jesus was having a meal at 

Matthew’s house …..
                               Matthew 9:10b

                                                The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
                        Pastor David Guertin

                 Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                           Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com
     Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM
      Church Office (717-896-3118)

                Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                                  CHURCH CALENDAR
Mar. 
19 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class



10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Hymnal





1:30PM - Dartball Tournament at Valleys (No Zumba)





Mr. Sticky orders are due today!





2:00PM - Zumba

Mar.
20 -
Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs. -






(Yoga Exercise 9:00AM at Senior Center Mon. Tues, Wed.)





10:00AM - Bible Study (Dave Novinger, Leader)


Mar.
21 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Troops 107738 & 10740


Mar.
22 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Troop 10753





6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba




7:30PM - Choir

Mar.
23- 
7:00PM - Community Lenten Service at St. Peter’s (Fetterhoff’s) Lutheran Church, (Pastor April Ocasio, Speaker)
Mar.
26 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class



10:15AM - Blended Worship - Praise Team & Hymnal




 (Mission Offering)




2:00PM - Zumba



6:30PM - Youth Group

Mar.
27 -
6:00AM-1:00PM Mr. Sticky Buns pick up





Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs. -






(Yoga Exercise 9:00AM at Senior Center Mon. Tues, Wed.)





10:00AM - Bible Study (Dave Novinger, Leader)





7:00PM - Dartball Banquet at Lykens U. Methodist


Mar.
28 -
6:00AM-1:00PM Mr. Sticky Buns pick up




6:00-8PM - G. S. Troops 107738 & 10740


Mar.
29 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Troop 10753





6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba




7:30PM - Choir

Mar.
30 -
7:00PM - Community Lenten Service at Faith U. Methodist Church, (Pastor John Lesher, Speaker)
Apr.
  2 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class



10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Organist - Communion




 Fellowship Covered Dish Meal following Worship





2:00PM - Zumba
         Praise Team Rehearsal 2nd & 4th Saturdays in March at 6:30PM due to Community Lent Service.

                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new/change)
Please remember people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, and cards: 
MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Arletta Thomas, (Harrisburg Hosp. Rm. 1012); *Sherry Byerly, (Donna Novinger’s daughter); *Angel Ocasio, (April Ocasio’s husband); *Roxanne Laudenslager, (Gerry Wiest’s daughter); Mary Cooke; Marie Herb; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Ann Cooper; Vickie Shoffler; Elmer Feidt; Tom Hale; Ritchie Moorhead; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker;  Esther Masser; Hannah Klinger; Gail Shertzer; Tom Lauver; Pat & Richard Snyder;  Mary Smith, (Carol Knight’s friend); Everly Shoop, (Jan Quinn’s Granddaughter); Ben Baker, (Dennis & Barbara Croutharmel’s grandson); Jack ‘Jake’ Hale, (Tom Hale’s brother); Don Markel, Jr., (Pat Snyder’s son-in-law); Winnie Cadwallader, (Peggy Berra’s friend); Donna, Sandy, Scott, (Friends of Susie Snyder); Pat Shertzer.
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; June Wiest  

MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Annalea Egging; *Rhonda & Kent Egging; * Lindsay & Lance Chamberlain; *Missionaries and Evangelical Covenant Church of Kenya; *Missionaries in Russia..
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours.    
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall    Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
     

Confirmation class – Library 




Children - Nursery and S. S. Classrooms
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Gerry Wiest in loving memory of her husband Jack.

EASTER FLOWERS: Gloria Duttry will take orders for Easter Flower following worship services beginning Sunday, Mar. 19th. Last day to order is Sunday, April 2nd.
HALIFAX MINISTERIUM COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICE is on Thursday March 23rd at 7:00PM at St. Peter’s (Fetterhoff’s) Lutheran Church. Pastor April Ocasio will be the speaker.
MR. STICKY will be at The Valleys on Monday, March 27th and Tuesday, March 28th.  Order forms are available in the church foyer. Bulk Orders need to be in by Sunday, March 19th. Helpers are needed for both days! See Ed Berra (599-5103) if you have questions.

DONATIONS FOR PARAMENTS are being accepted to replace Valleys worn out paraments for the altar table, pulpit and lectern (cost is approximately $260). If you wish to give a donation, please mark “Paraments” on your offering envelope.
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. and Thurs. Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room.  March Leader is Dave Nocinger.  Calendar is on Bulletin board in foyer.  

    FOR THOSE WHO WISH SOME GENTLE EXERCISE: Yoga Exercise for Seniors (and anyone else who wishes to come) is held Monday, thru Wednesday at 9:00AM (except the week of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed) - everyone is welcome! 
GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
CHURCH ATTENDANCE for Sunday, Mar. 12 - 62.
                      SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY
 ************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.


 
     ************************************************************
B-L-E-S-S MY CHURCH IS PRAYING (FOR) BOOKMARKS may be placed in the basket in the back of the sanctuary (by the cross) for the next few weeks. The bookmarks will be taken to be prayed over at the Evangelical Covenant Church East Coast Conference and the National Conference.  There are bookmarks (inside the BLESS insert) available by the basket if you did not receive one last week.
FOR SERMON NOTES
Sunday, March 19, 2017

B-L-E-S-S SERMON SERIES (5 Weeks)

“BLESS: Eat Together (Week 3)

