The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Organist & Pianist, Mark & Joanne Enders

Acolyte, Brooke Croutharmel

March 16, 2014

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements


*
Call To Worship 

      Dave Novinger



L:
Come to the Lord, whose love can dispel all our worries and fears.




P:
Even though we trust in the Lord, we still face the future afraid of the storms life brings.




L:
Commit yourself completely to the care of our loving God. Only then will your faith be greater than your fears.




P:
Come into our hearts, Lord.  Abide with us and turn our fears into fearlessness.



L:
Come! Let us worship God!




Prelude -                     “Alleluia!”               by Franklin Ritter




*
Praise Hymn -   “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”     Pg. 52 



*
Prayer of Invocation



*
Confession:  (In Unison )         
                   






When the storms of life come up unexpectedly, Lord, we are afraid they will be our undoing.  The winds are too strong, the waves too high, we are sure that we will perish and we are afraid.  We cry out to you, O God, and we hear you say: “Be quiet, be still, peace!”  Grant us that peace in all our days; strengthen our faith and our courage; and send us out as courageous messengers of that peace.  Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.


Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.


*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                                                                
    Pg. 623


 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  




We believe in God the Father, Creator of all things.   We believe in God the Son, Who came to live among us and die for us, that we might know the fullness of God’s Love.  We believe in the Spirit of God, our inspiration and counsel.  We believe that God has gathered us together in His Church for praise, learning, and mutual support.  From this church He sends us into the world to give testimony to His Love.  Amen.


Children’s Sermon



Hymn of Preparation -     “I Must Tell Jesus”             Pg. 430                                 

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Our Morning Prayer 




Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”          Pg. 614




Anthem  -            “My Shepherd Is the Lord”                       






Scripture -   Matthew 8:18, 23-27 (Pg. 11 of  NT Pew Bible) 

                              Mark 4:35-41               (Pg. 52 of  NT Pew Bible) 

                              Luke 8:22-25              (Pg. 91 of  NT Pew Bible) 
                                        Heidi Erb, Lay Reader




Sermon -            Sermon Series - “Lessons Jesus Taught His      
                                                    Disciples About Faith”

                                       Week 2 -  “Faith and the Storms of Life”




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”   by Franklin Ritter                                                                                  


*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own”  Pg. 620       
      *
Prayer of Dedication       


*
Closing Hymn -                                                              Pg. 528   

                                “No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus”                                                   


   *
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles



*
Passing the Peace Greeting: All may greet those around them 


with an embrace
or a handshake, accompanied by such words 


as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”      
      *
Postlude -             “On the Cross of Calvary”         by Ron Loree
Welcome: With cheerful hearts, we welcome all who have come to glorify the One in whose image we are made. Please join hearts and hands in true worship of our Lord and Savior.  If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 
March Greeters: Shirley Miller and Ken Bechtel II. Announcer: Dave Novinger.  Acolyte: Brooke Croutharmel. March Offering Team: Ron Zimmerman, (Captain), Christopher Maichle, Aaron Herb, Mike or Cameron Crum. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there.  

Lay Readers:  Mar. 16 - Heidi Erb; Mar. 23 - Dave Novinger; Mar. 30 - Bob Endy;  Apr. 6 - Ken Bechtel II. If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).
If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).

Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Mar. 16 - to be announced; Mar. 23 - Carol Cooper; Mar. 30 - Donna Motter;  Apr. 6 - Tracey Cooper   If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Church School Teachers (Adults): Mar. 16 - Carol Reisch; Mar. 23 - Bob Endy; Mar. 30 - Dave Novinger; Apr. 6 - Ed Dobbin. If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger..

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
                                [image: image1.emf]


                             The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                            Halifax, PA

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  

                                        CHURCH CALENDAR
Mar.
16 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Traditional Worship (Children’s Church)





Confirmation  
following church 






2:00-3PM - Zumba






6:30PM - Youth Group

Mar. 
17 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri






10:00AM - Bible Study  (Pastor Kris Heckard, Leader)

Mar.
18 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Trp. 10463

Mar. 
19 -
Noon -3PM Pinochle Card Party






6-7:30PM - G. S. Trp. 10753






7:00PM - Council

Mar.
20 -
9AM - Comm. Circle of Prayer at Zion-Stone UM






6:00PM - Choir 






6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba





           7:00PM - Community Lenten Service at Halifax U.






    Methodist Church (Pastor Kris Heckard, Speaker)

Mar.
23 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Traditional Worship 






1:30PM - Dartball Tournament at Valleys

                       Zumba is meeting at another location today

Mar.
24 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri






10:00AM - Bible Study  (Pastor Kris Heckard, Leader)






6:00-8PM - G. S. Trp. 10737






6:30-7:30PM - G. S. Trp. 10774

Mar.
25  -
6:00-8PM -G. S. Trp. 10738

Mar.
26 -
1:00-6PM - Halifax Band P. Assoc. Fundraiser Pickup

Mar.
27 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba






7:00PM - Community Lenten Service at Faith U. 



   Methodist Church (Pastor Mike Petresky, Speaker)

Mar.
30 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Modified Worship - Mission Offering






  (Mission Offering goes to Community Meals)

   Church Attendance for last Sunday, Mar. 9th  was 66. 
                   *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway;  *Family & friends of Pauline Novinger; *Chet Gelnett; *Marissa Faust; *Gail Shertzer; *Joanne Kent, (Wanda Hendershot’s sister); *Rick Zimmerman, (Mike Crum’s brother-in-law); *Bill Dodson, (Mike Crum’s brother); Elmer Feidt, (The Manor, Rm. 805);  Bill Motter, (Comm. Gen. Osteopathic Hosp. & Rehab.); Kay Hendershot, (Wanda Hendershot’s sister); Kenneth Bechtel (Sr.);  Russ Miller; Allen Goss; Dennis Leitzel;  Melba Croutharmel;  Lori Graff; Gary Noblit; Robert Guzman; Gregg Gelnett. 


Missions: Covenant Missionaries: *Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Paul & Gretchen De Neui.

Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer 


Please inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
                      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sympathy: Pauline Novinger, a faithful member and also the oldest member of The Valleys, went to be with the Lord on March 9th.  We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Dave & Donna Novinger, Ann & Tom Hale and their families and friends.

______________________________________________________________________
Community Meal Coordinator: The Mission Committee is looking for a Coordinator for the Community Meals. Listed below is a brief description of the position . . .

-  
Plan economical and nutritious meals with options for Children.     

Include quantities needed for meal preparation. (Currently      


 


planning for 50)

- 

Coordinate a yearly calendar of Hosting Groups (Scouts, Lions Club, Churches, Communities Service Club, etc.)  Meals will be held the 2nd Tuesday of every Month.

If you are interested in the position, see Ed Dobbin.

_______________________________________________________________________
Order your Easter Flowers: See Gloria Duttry to order your Easter Flowers on Sundays Mar.16th, 23rd, 30th after church! (The Flower list is on the bulletin board.)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2014 Community Lenten Series (Sponsored by the Halifax Ministerium, Light refreshments follow the service)

       Date/Time                              Place/Speaker
Thursday, March 20     at Halifax United Methodist Church,         
7:00PM                                         Speaker, Pastor Kris Heckard
  Scripture  John 14:6     Theme   “I Am the Way, the Truth, 





                       and the Life”      

Thursday, March 27     at Faith United Methodist Church,            
7:00PM                                      Speaker, Pastor Mike Petresky 

   Scripture  John 6:35    Theme   “I Am the Bread of Life 


Thursday, April   3       at St. Peters Lutheran Church,

     7:00PM                                      Speaker, Pastor Ron Reitz

  Scripture  John 11:25     Theme   “I Am the Light of the World

Thursday, April 10       at Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church


7:00PM                                      Speaker, David Layser

  Scripture  John 10:11     Theme   “I Am the Good Shepherd 
Easter Sunday, April 20  at Camp Hebron

     6:30AM  (Easter Dawn)          Speaker, Pastor Denise Haskins

  Scripture  John 11:25 Theme   “I Am the Resurrection and 





                          the Life”      

         (Breakfast at Camp Hebron following the service)

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services at Valleys:

Thurs. Apr. 17, Maundy Thursday Service will be held at 7:00PM.  

Fri. Apr. 18, Good Friday Service will be held at 12:00Noon.
Mr. Sticky will be at Valleys on Tuesday, April 22 and Wednesday, April 23.  Pick up your sticky buns from 6:00AM to 2:00PM! Order forms are in the narthex - White forms are for Tues. Apr. 22nd and Colored forms are for Wed. Apr. 23rd.  Cost is $3.00 per bun. Buns will be available for pick-up both days.   

Youth Group Fundraiser 2014 wall calendars and notepads. Calendars-$5.00 donation; Notepads-$2.00 donation. Samples are on the table in the social hall.  See a youth member, Donna Novinger or Marie Herb to purchase items. 

 Mats for Homeless: A box is in the social hall to place plastic shopping bags, (bags are used to make sleeping mats for the homeless).  

Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys E. C. C.  Exercise 9:00AM daily. Bible Study is Mondays at 10:00AM. Book Exchange open anytime. A Pinochle Card Party will be held on Wed. Mar. 19th.  Place expired coupons in box in the social hall (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  Check the calendar on bulletin board) for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center.

Devotionals: Pick up a Free copy of “Our Daily Bread” devotional as you come into the church narthex     

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)! 
By purchasing Giant gift cards, you can help raise money for Valleys.  Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.





SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

*************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display. 

SERMON QUESTIONS

March 16, 2014

“Faith and the Storms of Life”

Matthew 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25




Questions for Reflection . . .

1.
 As a result of past storms, what has been the impact on 

      your faith in God and His Word?

2.
 Did God seem to be asleep or distant while in your 

      storm?  How did this perception affect you?  With anger 

      at Him?  With questions of why?  With over-

      whelming loneliness or what?

3.
 Many times we have not cultivated the habit of listening 

      to God as the gentle, quiet voice.  As a result, these 

      storms are necessary to get us to realign our focus on 

      God.  What has been the aftermath impact of such storms on your relationship with God?
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