
​​The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Organist, Mark Enders

Acolyte, Brooke Croutharmel

  March 15, 2015

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements


*
Call To Worship 

      Bob Endy



L:
We have gathered together to worship God whose only Son gave his life for us.






P:
We have come to turn our minds and thoughts away from human things that we might concentrate on divine things.


ALL:
May God speak to each of us this morning according to our needs.




L:
Come, let us worship together!




Prelude -         “The King Is Coming”        by William Gaither







*
Opening Hymn -        “Great Is The Lord”                Pg.  31                                                                                

      *
Prayer of Invocation     
                                





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       




Gracious Lord, we are truly grateful for the gift of new life you hold out to us.  We are proud to be a part of your kingdom, but we confess that we have been slow to accept the responsibilities that come with your gifts.  We rejoice that we can dwell in the light of your forgiveness, but we are slow to share your love with those who are lost in loneliness and despair.  We have failed to bring the light of Christ into their joyless lives.  Renew a right spirit within us, O God, and send us forth determined, as children of the Light, to shed that Light abroad.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.

   



*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                                                                   Pg. 623


 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  






We believe in God the Creator of all, known to us through perfect love, who has called forth a people of faith.  We believe in Jesus Christ, the Word become flesh, crucified and resurrected, our Savior from sin, our peace, and Lord of the church.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, poured out on all believers, our source of inspiration and power.  We commit ourselves to follow Jesus Christ, growing by grace into the image of God, to live as faithful disciples, loving friend and enemy.   Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Hymn of Preparation -                                                 Pg. 410          

                             “My Faith Looks Up To Thee”                                           

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (Debts/Debtors)



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”         Pg. 614



Anthem -        “The Ballad of the Trees and the Master”




Scripture -   3 John 1:1-5          (Found on Pg. 331 of NT Pew Bible) 

                                Matthew 14:22-33 (Found on Pg. 21 of NT Pew Bible)

            


                 Heidi Erb, Lay Reader 




Sermon -              “Flourishing in Faithfulness”




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -   “The Old Rugged Cross Made the Difference”                  



                       by William Gaither                                                                             



*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication   



*
Closing Hymn -                                                           Pg. 116 

                                  “Take the Name of Jesus With You”                                                                                                                                                                                                         



*
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Passing the Peace Greeting:     All may greet those around them 



with an embrace
 or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Postlude -      “Then Came the Morning”        by William Gaither

Welcome: With cheerful hearts, we welcome all who have come to glorify the One in whose image we are made. Please join hearts and hands in true worship of our Lord and Savior.  If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

Our Beautiful Altar Flowers are presented to the glory of God by Wanda Hendershot.

March 2015….

Greeters: Shirley Miller and Donna Motter 

Announcer: Bob Endy.    Acolyte:  Brooke Croutharmel. 

Offering Team: Mike, (Captain), Aaron Herb, Cameron Crum, To be announced. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. 

Lay Readers: Mar. 15 - Heidi Erb; Mar. 22 - Dave Novinger; Mar. 29 - Bob Endy.  If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).


Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Mar. 15 - Shirley Miller; Mar. 22 - Donna Motter; Mar. 29 - Marie Herb.  If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Sunday School Teachers (Adults): Mar. 15 - Dave Novinger; Mar. 22 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Mar. 29 - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 


Adult Class  - Social Hall 


Choices - Multi-purpose Room    

Friends In Faith - Library 
                               The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                            Halifax, PA

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  


                                     CHURCH CALENDAR
Mar.
15 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM - Traditional Worship (Enders) 




2:00PM - Zumba




6:30PM - Youth Group

Mar.
16 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon..-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Kris Heckard, Leader)





11:00AM - Web Meeting

Mar.
17 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463




7:00-9:00PM  - Grief Share Support Group Seminar

Mar.
18 -
12:00Noon - Senior Center Pinochle Card Party




6:00PM - Worship Committee




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba




7:00PM - Council Meeting




9:00PM - Elders (Following Council meeting)

Mar.
19 -
7:00PM - Comm. Lenten Service at Isaiah 61
Mar.
21 -
9:00AM-3:00PM - Leadership Workshop
Mar.
22 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 



10:00-10:15AM - Learn Praise Hymns






10:15AM Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal)




1:30PM -? - Dartball Tournament at Valleys (social hall)




 (No Zumba at Valleys)

Mar.
23 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon..-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Kris Heckard, Leader)





6:00-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop10737




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troop 774

Mar.
24 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 738 & 740




7:00-9:00PM  - Grief Share Support Group Seminar

Mar.
25 -
1:00-6PM - Halifax Band Parents Assoc. Fundraiser Pickup




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba




7:30PM - Choir

Mar.
26 -
7:00PM - Comm. Lenten Service at St. Paul’s 




   Lutheran Church (Enterline)
Mar.
29 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Palm Sunday - New 


   Members will be received during service
The following groups meet at Valleys  - Monday - Victory  Group (Weight Loss) - 5:30PM; Tuesdays - Weight Loss Challenge Group - 5:30-7:00PM       

           Praise Team Rehearsal: (2nd and 4th weeks at church)

              


*PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway; 

*Elmer Feidt, (Holy Spirit Hosp. 3rd floor); *Allen Goss, (UPMC Hosp. Pittsburgh);  *Tom Lauver, (Home); *Jessie Boulder, (Vickie Shoffler’s sister); Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Vickie Shoffler; June Wiest; Gail Shertzer; Aliyia Shoop; Dean Etzweiler; Tom Hale; John Shoop; Ken Breeman; 


Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Paul DeNeui.


Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 


Please inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
    ______________________________________________________________________________  

Today, Mar. 15 is the last day to order Easter Flowers! See Gloria Duttry after church to order.  

Newsletter Articles: Newsletter articles (for April/May Newsletter) need to be given to the church office by today, Sunday, March 15. 

Web Meeting will be held tomorrow March 16th at 11:00AM.
GriefShare Support Group: The Valleys ECC Church is hosting a GriefShare Support Group seminar. GriefShare meets on  Tuesdays (7:00-9:00PM) and continues each week thru Tues., May 12th. Each session begins with an introduction, a half hour video and about a half hour table discussion.  If you are interested, call Ritchie R. Moorhead or Donna Donahue-Moorhead at: Home – 717-896-8515 or Cell (Ritchie) – 570-517-6787.  You can also contact them after church.  Brochures are available in the narthex. 

Worship Committee Meeting has been rescheduled to Wed. March 18th at 6:00PM due to weather and schedule conflict.

Leadership Workshop is rescheduled to Saturday, March 21st from 9:00AM to 3:00PM for Council, Chairpersons and Superintendents.
Halifax Ministerium Community Lenten Service will be held at Zion Stone Methodist Church on Wednesday, March 19th at 7:00PM.  Pastor David Layser will be the speaker on “Take Up Your Cross Daily - Luke 9:23-27.  

PULSE SURVEY: Every living being and every living church has a Pulse.  It is an indication of health.  Pulse helps us confront our current reality with truth and grace, and measure our progress in becoming a healthy missional church.  Two years ago we took the Pulse Survey and it is time again to take our Pulse.  There are two ways that you can take the survey. (1) You can take it on-line by using your computer in your own home, by supplying the church with your e-mail addresses. You will then be sent a link to  (pulse@covchurch.org). (2) Or you can sign-up to take it at the church on March 15th or 22nd either by use of the church computer or by hardcopy.  Either way we need some information from you.  Please sign up in the Narthex before or after church.  We cannot underscore strongly enough the importance of this task.  As we seek the Lord’s leading for our church we need the participation of all or our active members and attendees.  We ask that you give your prayerful, thoughtful responses to the questions posed in this survey.
Gaither Homecoming Tour 2015 - Friday April 24th 7:00PM.  Tickets $22.50. We have 17 seats reserved, if you are interested in going as a group, see Pastor Kris. If we sell 15+ tickets, we get a reduced rate. We have 4 seats to sell to cover our 17 reserved seats.

Mr. Sticky will be at Valleys on Monday, April 27th and Tuesday, April 28th! Order forms are in the narthex - White forms are for Mon. Apr. 27th) and Colored forms are for Tues. Apr. 28th.  Cost is $3.00 per bun. Buns will be available for pick-up both days from 6:00AM to 1:00PM.  A sign up sheet is in the narthex for helpers needed for both days.  If you are taking orders, please give your order form to Ron Zimmerman or put form on the desk in the church office.  Bulk Orders should be handed in by Monday, April 20th. If you have any questions, please see Ron Zimmerman.

Halifax Senior Center open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Check the calendar on Bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  March. Mon. morning Bible Study Leader - Pastor Kris Heckard.   Place coupons for U. S. military families in the green box in the multipurpose (meeting) room where the Senior Center meets now.  March events at the center:  Wednesday, Mar. 18th - 12:00Noon, Card Party; Thursday, Mar. 19th - Halifax H. S. Students will be at the center.

Thank You:       Dear Members of The Valleys,


Thank you so much for all your support, love, phone calls, cards and most of all your prayers for my husband, Tom Lauver when he was in the hospital and at Health South Rehab and since he came home.     We want to especially thank Pastor Kris for all her visits and all her prayers and June Wiest and Sandy Zimmerman for their many phone calls and support.  Love, Barb Lauver

Devotionals: Pick up a Free copy of “Our Daily Bread” (March April, May) devotional as you come into the church narthex and also at the sanctuary door.  

“These Days” devotional ($5 yearly subscription) is also available.

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)! 

By purchasing Giant gift cards, you can help raise money for Valleys. Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.     
Youth Group Fundraiser: The Youth Group is selling wall calendars ($6 each) and 2015-2016 Pocket Planner calendars ($3). Samples are in the narthex. 
Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
  Church Attendance for last Sunday, Mar. 8th was 55.
*********************************************************

SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY: If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

******************************************************** 

