
THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
The Rev. Debra Gustafson, Interim Pastor
Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Organist, Mark Enders

Acolyte, Brooke Croutharmel

February 21, 2016 

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         

                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                                    Bob Endy 

           *
Call To Worship 
           
      




L:
Draw near to God and he will draw near to you.





P:
We come before the Lord with praise and thanksgiving.




L:
God is calling you over the tumult of life’s restless sea.




P:
We will open our ears and our hearts that we may hear God’s summons.



   All:
Praise be to God!




L:
Come let us worship God.




Prelude -                            “Little Rondo”             by Richard Blake



*
Opening Hymn -    “My Faith Looks Up to Thee“          Pg. 410                                   

      *
Opening Prayer                     





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       





Gracious God, our Creator, we come before you a rebellious people.  We have denied your intentions for us; we have preferred our ways to Christ’s way; we have disobeyed your commandments; and we have worshiped ourselves and the things we have made. Forgive us, restore in us the knowledge of who we are, and make us alive to serve you in faith, obedience, and joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   


*
Assurance of Pardon                                                
   *
GloriaPatri                                                                Pg. 623



*
Affirmation of Faith -  (In Unison) 

We believe that God has made us His people:


To invite others to follow Christ,


To proclaim His mercy to the penitent,


To seek reconciliation among all people,


To affirm that love is more powerful than hate.


To proclaim God’s dominion over all worlds,


To sacrifice for the cause of justice and peace,


To the ends of the earth,


To the end of the age.  Amen.




Hymn of Preparation -     “Faith of Our Fathers”        Pg. 279                                                                                                         

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the this hymn.




Pastoral Prayer with  Lord’s Prayer

    


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.                                   





Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614




Anthem -                      “Kum Ba Yah”       





Scripture -      Sharon Fetterhoff, Lay Reader





   Genesis 12:1-4  (Found on Pg. 12 of OT Pew Bible)



    Luke 10:25-37    (Found on Pg. 96 of NT Pew Bible)                                    
                    






Sermon -             “Blessed to be a Blessing!” 




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -   “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”       by David Hegarty


*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication  



*
Closing Hymn -       “How Firm a Foundation”         Pg.  275                                      



*
Benediction: 


*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles



*
Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude -       “Let Voices Resound With Joy”      by Edward Broughton

WELCOME TO WORSHIP: We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.

FEBRUARY GREETERS: Gerry Wiest and Arletta Thomas


Feb. Acolyte: Brooke Croutharmel Feb. Announcer: Bob Endy

OFFERING TEAM (Team 2):  Shirley Miller, (Captain), 


Carol Knight, Rachael Bryson, Sandy Zimmerman.
Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. 
LAY READERS:  Feb. 21 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Feb. 28 - Heidi Erb; Mar. 6 - Dave Novinger.  If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  the  church secretary (896-3118). 

NURSERY: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under.   Feb. 21 - Neva Cichy;  Feb. 28 - Carol Cooper; Mar. 6 - Patty Hummel;   If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS (Adults): Feb. 21 - Ann Cooper; Feb. 28 - Carol Reisch; Mar. 6 - Ed & Peggy Berra. If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.           9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall    Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
      Confirmation Age Class - Library
ORDER EASTER FLOWERS:  See Gloria Duttry to order and pay for Easter flowers (following worship service) on Feb. 21, Feb. 28, and Mar. 6.  Order deadline is Sun., Mar. 6. Flower information is on the bulletin board in the foyer.

LIFELINE PREGANANCY BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN:  All Baby bottles must be returned today, Sunday, February, 21st. See Marie Herb if you have any questions.
HALIFAX MINISTERIUM COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICE

will be held at Halifax U. Methodist Church at 7:00PM ON Thursday, February 25th. Pastor Mike Petresky will be the speaker.   
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                                                  The Valleys 

      Evangelical Covenant Church 

                          Halifax, PA
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office (717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                                     CHURCH CALENDAR
Feb.
21 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School, Confirmation Class-(library)




10:15AM -  Traditional Worship (Enders) - Children’s Ch.

Feb.
22 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Deb Haskins, Leader)




7:30PM - Dartball - Valleys at Messiah Lutheran

Feb.
23 -
6:00PM - G S Trps 10738 & 10740, 

Feb.
24 -
6:00PM - G S Trps 10753 & 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




Feb.
25 -
7:00PM - Community Lenten Service at Halifax U. M.




7:00PM - Dartball - St. Christopher at Valleys  (makeup game)
Feb.
27 -
8:45AM - Praise Team rehearsal

Feb.
28 -
9:00AM - Sunday School, Confirmation Class-(library)




10:00AM - Pre-Music 






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal)




2:00PM - Zumba


Feb.
29 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Deb Haskins, Leader)





7:30PM - Dartball - Faith U. Methodist at Valleys 

Mar.
  1 -
6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740




7:00PM - Deacons

Mar.
  2 -
6:00PM - G. S. Trps. 10753 & 10737; 6:30PM  Trp. 10728




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




6:30PM - Sunday School Teachers Meeting




7:30PM - Choir

Mar.
  3 -
11:30PM - Senior Citizens Meeting (food provided at Noon)




700PM - Community Lenten Service at Messiah Luth.
Mar.
  6 -
9:00AM - Sunday School, Confirmation Class-(library)




10:15AM -  Traditional Worship (Enders)




Fellowship Meal/Meeting follows Worship Service




2:00PM - Zumba

Mar.
  7 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Pastor Deb Haskins, Leader)


Victory Group-Mons,5:30PM; Praise Team Rehearsal - 2nd&4th Thurs, 6:15PM   

GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church).

Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased. 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE  for Sunday, Feb. 14th was 43.  

   
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Allen Goss, (Fox Subacute Center, Rm. 106)); Donna Donahue-Moorhead, (surgery on 2/29); Ken Klett; Jim Davis; Ron Zimmerman; June Wiest; Gail Shertzer; Gary Fetterhoff; Jane Baker; Kermit & Esther Masser; Nancy & Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; John Shoop; Tom Hale; Aliyia Shoop, (Brian & Nicole’s Daughter); Etta & Bob Miller; Dave Miller Sr.; Monica Etzweiler & family, (Friend of Carol Knight);  Pastoral Search Committee.
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Heather Caraway; *Linda Carlson; *Pauline & Gary Carlson.

OUR SHUT INS: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 


Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. 
    ______________________________________________________________________________
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS MEETING is on Wed. Mar. 2nd. All Sunday School Teachers are encouraged to attend the meeting.
HALIFAX SENIOR CITIZENS will meet on Thursday, March 3rd at 11:30AM.  Food will be provided at 12:00Noon. Please make every effort to attend this important meeting.

INTERIM PASTOR APARTMENT: Do you know someone who would rent a small apartment or in-law apartment in Halifax area to Pastor Deb for five months beginning March 5th?  Please call Donna Novinger at the church office (717-896-3118) with information. Thank you.

HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   The Senior Center meets in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room. Feb. Bible Study Leader is Pastor Denise Haskins. Calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex.  Place coupons for U. S. military families on top of bookcase in the multipurpose (meeting) room.  Senior  Center will open at 8:30 to 10:00AM beginning Mar. 1 for anyone who wishes to play card games 

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE:

       # February 2016 Pastoral Search Committee Update


At the January annual congregational meeting, members of the Valleys voted to accept Shirley Miller, former Council chairperson, to remain on the Pastoral Search Committee as a voting member of the committee. This is acceptable in accordance with our church bylaws. The committee now has a total of 7 members, including the Council chairman. Newly elected Council chairman, Bob Endy will attend future committee meetings in the ex officio position to keep communication between the committee and Council.


Howard Burgoyne was given an update of the committee’s progress to date, and the transition of Shirley Miller into a voting member of the committee and the addition of Bob Endy as the ex officio position. Howard continues to be an excellent resource of wisdom and guidance for the committee. 


The committee is currently listening to sermons provided by the four candidates and prayerfully considering the content of the sermons. We also are developing additional questions to ask each candidate at the next time of contact. As before, we continue to ask for your prayers for the committee as we discern whom God is calling to the Valleys. We also ask that you pray for the Pastor candidates that they also hear God’s call to where He leads them.

God Bless,

Pastoral Search Committee

                    SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY
**********************************************

    If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

**********************************************

Lectio Divina (Holy Reading) 

The Valley’s Evangelical Covenant Church 2/21/2016

Sermon: “Blessed to be a Blessing” by Interim Pastor Debra Gustafson 

Genesis 12:1-3; Luke 10:25-37

 Lectio Divina is reading Holy Scripture following the Apostle Paul’s admonishment to, “Let the Word of Christ richly dwell within you … (Col 3:16)  It is guidance from the Old Testament, “Oh, how I love your law!  I meditate on it all day long.” (Ps. 119)  “I have hidden Your Word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” 

(Ps. 119:11)

1. Reading

Read a brief text over several times until you hear it with your “inner ear.”

Genesis 12:1-3

2. Reflect

Allow the text to “roll around” in your mind; let the text go from your mind into your heart; use imagination and put yourself in the text; be open to feeling the meaning of the text and let the “Word abide in you or richly dwell in you.” “What is God saying about Himself, His character, mankind, an individual or a culture?”

3. Response

Be open to the Holy Spirit speaking or whispering a word, a phrase, an idea, a picture, or a conviction to your heart through the text.  Listen in openness to what God is communicating to you.  Inwardly ask the Lord, “What are you saying to me Lord?”  “What do you ask of me?”  Note and surrender any resistance, idols or barriers when you are ready to do so.  How will you obey God?

Sermon Notes:
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    Church Family Facility Issues

Our church family has some facility improvement issues we believe we can address together.  Below is a list of the items.  Each of the items has a cost to them. 

1)
$1,600 to install a UV light in our water system for safe drinking water at our sinks and drinking fountain.  This is a health and safety issue. 

2)
$700 for a new vacuum. 

3)
$1,100 for extensive repairs on our 16-year-old lawn mower or approximately $4,000 for a new or used mower. 

Our Church Council invites your prayers on the above facility matters.  Donations can be made earmarked for any or all of the above facility improvements.  If someone wishes to make a donation in the honor of a friend or family member for any of these items, please give us their name and we will attach a small sign stating, “In loving memory of _____.”

Thank you for joining us as a Council as we seek to properly care for our facilities without taking funds from our savings.  

                                       Sincerely, Your 2016 Church Council 

