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(*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)

Silent Prayer upon being seated –

   Most gracious and merciful God, even in our times of greatest temptation, You have promised You will stand with us and be our strength if we will only turn to You.   We praise You, O Lord.  In Christ we pray.  Amen.

Prelude –

Welcome & Announcements

*Call to Worship:  (Responsively)

L:
Welcome to a season of self-examination; this is a time for reconciliation with God and neighbor.

P:
Welcome all who are longing for the abundant mercy of our Creator.

L:
Seek to know God’s presence here and everywhere; let the wisdom of God guide you in truth.

P:
Through hardship, affliction, and calamity, we reach for the power of God to steady us.

L:
Prepare yourselves for a period of testing.  Be open to the grace that enables your growth.

P:
With sacrifice, with weeping, and with mourning, we seek the steadfast love of God.

L:
Let us worship God.

*Opening Hymn                “Cleanse Me”
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*Opening Prayer

Evening Offering

Offertory – 

*Offertory  Response – “We Give Thee But Thine Own”
Page 620

*Prayer of Dedication

Scripture –                                  Mark 1:40-45              
Homily –                            “Transformed by Jesus”              
*Call To Confession

L:
Now I invite you to meditate on your life.  Think of the many times your faith has been tested and how you got through that period.

(Silent Reflection)

*A Litany of Penitence (Responsive Confession)

L:
Most Holy and Merciful Father, we confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

P:
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.  We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us.  We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

L:
Have mercy on us Lord.

P:
We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, the hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives.  Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people.  Our anger at our own frustration, and our dishonesty in daily life and work.  Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us.

L:
Accept our repentance, Lord.

P:
For the wrongs we have done; for our blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty.  For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us.

L:
Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us.

P:
Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, that we may show forth your glory in the world.

ALL:
By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, bring us with all your saints to the joy of Resurrection.  Amen.

Confession Cards

 
 (Please bring your confession cards forward and place them in the caldron while we sing “Whiter Than Snow.”  The Confessions will be burned as a sign of God’s forgiveness.)

Hymn – 

“Whiter Than Snow”
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*Imposition of Ashes

*Assurance of Pardon –

   Leader:
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

   People:
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

   Leader:
Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ our Lord.

   All:
To you, O Lord.  Amen.

*Closing Hymn – 
“Take Time To Be Holy”
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*Blessing:  (Responsively)

   Leader:
Go forth into the world in the strength of God’s mercy to live and to serve in newness of life.  May Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven, bless and keep you.

  People:
Amen.

   Leader:
May the Lamb of God who laid down his life for all, graciously smile upon you.

   People:
Amen.

   Leader:
May the Lord God order all your days and deeds in peace.

   People:
Amen.  Thanks be to God.

*Three-fold Amen

*Extinguishing of the Candles

*Postlude –
                                    
                              We come before God with contrite hearts,           
                                    in prayer and petition

                                          for cleansing and forgiveness
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