
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor

Song Leaders: Marie Herb, Donna Novinger, Sharon Fetterhoff, Mike Crum, Dave Novinger

Praise Band: Nicole Shoop, Gary Fetterhoff, Cameron Crum

Worship Technicians: Aren Faust & Aaron Herb, Neva Cichy

December 8, 2013 - Modified Worship

Second Sunday of Advent

    (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Pre-Service Music - 




“Break Forth, O Beauteous Heav’nly Light“    Acapella Christmas  




“A Baby Changes Everything”
Faith Hill




“O Come All Ye Faithful”                              Acapella Christmas             







Greetings and Announcements                           Diane Shaffer



*
Praise Hymn     




   “Little Drummer Boy”
                                  Mercy Me

               “Joy to the World/Shout For Joy”              Paul Baloche


               “Here I Am to Worship”                              Tim Hughes
               “Lord, I Need You”                                      Matt Maher




   “We Adore You”          
                                Paul Baloche      







         (follow screen)                                                      


*
Opening Prayer    
                                





*
Choral Confession  (Page 141, verse 4)     (follow Screen)


*
Assurance



*
Profession of Faith     
(follow Screen)




*
Lighting of the Advent Wreath                    Norine Goss




Leader:
Last Sunday we lit the first candle - the candle of hope.  Today we light the second, the candle of peace.  We light it knowing full well that the peace is elusive, and in some parts of the world, it is almost completely absent.  Yet in this season of Advent, we trust that God is never absent from us.  God is always preparing something new.  And even where there is war and discord, whether between countries, within families, or within our own hearts, God is present, gently leading us to new possibilities

                           (Light a blue candle)




All:
 
Loving God, in this time of preparation and planning, we thank you for the hope and peace you unfailingly offer us.   Show us the creative power of hope.  Teach us the peace that comes from justice. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ.  Amen.




Leader:
Take your encouragement from Christ, that your joy may be complete.





People:
We will share in the Spirit; we will find consolation in love.





Leader:
Practice a ministry of humility and compassion for God is at work in you empowering you.





All:

We will welcome Christ into our hearts.  We will live worthy of the Gospel.  We will go forth in hope and peace.


Hymn               “The Advent of Our God”                    Page 120


How Goes Your Walk?


Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer         (Debts & Debtors)




Scripture -             Isaiah 11:1-10                      (follow screen)

                                 Jim Davis, Lay Reader     





Sermon -      “A Christmas Tree In Bethlehem”




Our Morning Offering                                      

    
Offertory -                  “ Hope of Israel”                Michael W. Smith



Prayer of Dedication   




*
Closing Hymn   “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”   Page 128
   




*
Choral Benediction    “The Amens”     The Brian Setzer Orchestra

                                                  (follow screen)


*
Passing the Peace Greeting:




All who are able may greet those around them with an 



embrace or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:




Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”


*
Post-Service Music -        

                    “My Heart Would Be Your Bethlehem”         The Gaithers 

Welcome:  On this second Sunday of Advent, we eagerly welcome all who have joined with us in anticipation of the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. May this time of worship be encouraging and inspirational to all. If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 
Today’s Music is complementary of Acapella Christmas, Faith Hill, Mercy Me, Paul Baloche, Tim Hughes, Matt Maher, The Brian Setzer Orchestra and The Gaithers.

Our Beautiful Altar Flowers are presented to the Glory of God by Sarah Graff in loving memory of her husband George Graff.

October Greeters: December Greeters: Brandi Crum and Alvin Duttry. Announcer: Diane Shaffer. Acolyte:  Chris Maichle. December Offering Team: Tom Lauver, Captain; Barbara Lauver, Matt Faust, Jessi Faust.

Lay Readers:  Dec. 8 - Jim Davis; Dec.15 - Cody Erb; Dec. 22 - Arletta Thomas; Dec. 29 - Ed Berra.  If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).
Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Dec. 8 - Ann Hale; Dec. 15 - Tracey Cooper; Dec. 22 - Shirley Miller; Dec. 29 - Carol Cooper. We can still use more Nursery attendants! If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Church School Teachers (Adults): Dec. 8 -  Ed Dobbin; Dec. 15 - Ann Cooper; Dec. 22 Christmas Program; Dec. 29 - Donna Novinger.  If you would like to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Confirmation Class meets today, December 8th following Worship Service.  Confirmation resumes on January 5th.
Christmas Gifts for Children:  All Gifts need to be returned Today, Dec.  8th!  
         

                              CHURCH CALENDAR


Dec.
  8 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Modified Worship






Confirmation Class following Worship Service






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba (No Zumba Gold today)

Dec.
  9 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri







10:00AM - Bible Study  (Carol Reisch, Leader)






6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10774






No Elders in Dec.






7:30PM - Dartball - St Christopher at Valleys

Dec.
10 -
11:00AM -  “In It Together”






5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal






6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10738

Dec.
11 -
7:30PM - Choir

Dec.
12 -
7:00-8:00PM - Zumba

Dec.
15 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Reception of New 


 Members 






12:00Noon - Eat at The Special Place






2:30PM - Meet at church to go caroling to shut-ins






2:00-3:00PM - Zumba; 3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold

Dec.
16 -
10:00AM - Bible Study  (Carol Reisch, Leader)






6:30PM - Strategic Planning Team






7:30PM - Dartball - Valleys at Messiah Lutheran

Dec.
17 -
6:30-7:30PM - Christmas Eve Rehearsal for Pageantry






6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463






7:30PM - Choir 

Dec.
18 -
Noon-3:00PM - Pinochle Card Party






6:00-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10753






7:00PM - Council Meeting

Dec.
19 -
9:00AM - Community Circle of Prayer at Zion-Stone UM

Dec.
20 -
7:00-8:30PM - Youth Christmas Program Practice

Dec.
22 -
9:00AM - Christmas Program






10:15AM - Traditional Worship -Mission Offering 


 (Christmas Fund, Special Needs)






Christmas Eve Rehearsal ( for Pageantry, Elders,  and 



Bell Ringers) following Worship service

                                     *PRAYER REQUESTS* 


Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: Navigate Pathway;     *Gary Snyder; *Mary Zeigler, (surgery on Dec. 10); *Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Gail Shertzer; Kelly Prudek, (had an accident); Marissa Faust; Allen Goss; Lori Graff; Bob Endy; Elmer Feidt;  Colleen Gonder; Dennis Leitzel; Pauline Novinger; Melba Croutharmel;  Gregg Gelnett.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; *James Tang; *Christy Taylor; Aaron Thompson


Our Shut Ins: Minnie Baker; Anna Portzline;  Lydia Peiffer  


Please inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 

Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
                    SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

**************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display. ************************************************************* 
URGENT NEED: THE CHURCH IS IN NEED OF A NEW TREASURER TO REPLACE RENNY WITMER.

This position reports to Church Council and is responsible for keeping the church’s financial records and disbursing money as approved by council.  The incumbent works with the Church Financial Secretary to oversee church income and deposits, ensures bills are paid timely and handles all payroll and tax related filings.  Monthly and annual financial statements must  be completed and submitted to the Church Council and congregation.  Strong financial and organizational skills are required for this position.  If interested, please contact Pastor Kris, Donna Motter or Dave Novinger.
FREE Community Meal: There has been a growing concern about the declining economy in our nation, the diminishing food stamp distributions and the effects they’re having on the Halifax community. We would like to expand our outreach and provide free community meals to our neighbors in need while building a greater sense of community among all of us. 


The Valleys will host a FREE Community Meal on Tuesday, December 10 from 5:30PM to 7:00PM. Ways you can help: Donate food, help to prepare and serve a meal, give a financial donation. Sign up sheet is in the narthex. Please mark “Community Meal” on financial donations on your offering envelope.  

Cooks/Kitchen Staff/Servers and anyone helping with meal, please meet in the social hall following Worship service today.

Strategic Planning Committee meets on Monday, December 16th at 6:30PM.

Reception of New Members will be held next Sunday during 10:15AM Traditional Worship.

Dinner at The Special Place on Sun. Dec. 15th following Traditional Worship (12:00Noon).

Christmas Caroling to Shut-ins: We will go caroling to our shut-ins following the meal at The Special Place next Sun. Dec. 15th.  Everyone is invited to go with us! We will meet at church at 2:30PM. See Donna Novinger if you plan to go along and are not going out to eat.

Christmas Eve Rehearsal will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 17th 6:30-7:30PM for Pageantry only and on Sunday, Dec. 22nd following church  for Pageantry, Elders and Bell Ringers.
Christmas Program: The youth will present the Christmas Program on Sunday, December 23rd at 9:00AM.  (Practices will be held during Sunday School and also on Friday, December 21st , 7:00 -8:30PM.) 
Christmas Eve Service will be held on Tuesday, December 24th.  Pre-music begins at 6:30PM; Service begins at 7:00PM.

Valleys Christmas Mail Box is here! - Valleys Christmas mail box will be in the church narthex until  December 15th for Christmas cards.   The cards will be on the tables in the social hall.  Please check each time you come in to church for your cards.
“In It Together”: We offer two opportunities to accommodate those busy schedules. Postings appear on Facebook every Monday morning; you can read the post and respond at your convenience. Also, a group meets at the church on Tuesdays at 11:00 A.M. in the library. We read the Book of Luke.  Each week we read a Chapter, pray, and share our thoughts.  Please join us.   

Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys E. C. C.  Exercise 9:00AM daily.

Mondays - Bible Study 10:00-11:00AM; Coupons 11AM-Noon;

Tuesdays - Games/Trivia Wednesdays - Bingo/Card games;

Thursdays  - board games, domino; Fridays  - Crafts & Special projects.  Book Exchange open anytime. Place expired coupons in box in narthex (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  Check the calendar in Fellowship Hall (or Upper Dauphin Sentinel) for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center.

Newsletter: If wish to receive Valleys’ newsletter, please see Donna Novinger or put a note in the offering plate.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
   Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - valleysecc.org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)!
   Church Attendance last Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013 was 101. 

