
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Organist, Mark Enders

Acolyte, Cameron Crum

December 6, 2015 

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements    Diane Shaffer                              



Prelude -              “Away In a Manger”        by Lani Smith


 


Lighting of the Advent Wreath  -  Dave & Donna Novinger



*
Call To Worship 
                                                Pastor Kris
      




L:
Who shall come in the fullness of time to gladden the hearts of men? Who shall bring new joy to the world and the poor and lonely defend?





Who shall come on a cold winter’s night, when the world is hushed and still? Only the silent stars keep watch as a promise is fulfilled. Just as a child newly born He shall come to a stable rough with sod.




P:
‘Tis gentle Jesus, Prince of Peace, the blessed Son of God!



 ALL:
We await Him with reverent Hearts, O come Lord Jesus, come!



*
Opening Hymn -    

                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel“         (Verses 1, 2)     Pg. 123




    “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” (Verses 1, 2)     Pg. 124


      *
Prayer of Invocation                    





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       




Holy Child of Bethlehem, we humbly confess that as we prepare for your Advent our thoughts have been mainly on sending out holiday greetings and preparing our shopping lists.  By the power of your Holy Spirit forgive our shortsightedness, and fix our attention on the earth-shaking and life-changing event we celebrate with your coming into the world. Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.

   



*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                                                                   Pg. 623

 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  






We believe in one God, the eternal Father, manifest in Jesus Christ, our Lord, and abiding and working in the heart of God’s people as the Holy Spirit.   We believe in the redemption of our race by Jesus Christ, who is the Saviour of all who believe in him unto obedience.     






We believe that we are called to live a life of Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Forgiveness, Faithfulness, Humility and Sacrifice. We believe in the kingdom of God, established by Jesus Christ, which shall prevail over all the earth in righteousness, love, and peace.               





Hymn of Preparation -                                                Pg. 118  

                                  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                                                                                     

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Our Morning Prayer 



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614




Anthem -                 “Advent Alleluia”




Scripture -    Matthew 1:1-17     (Found on Pg. 1 of NT Pew Bible) 

                                     Jim Davis, Lay Reader     
                    






Sermon -   Advent Sermon Series - Who Is This Child? 

                                        Week 1 - “The Child Is King”




Mission Moment - Stephen Sands  “Friends Over Fences”



Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -     “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”     by Anna Laura Page



*
Offertory Response - “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Pg. 620 

      *
Prayer of Dedication  



*
Closing Hymn -                                                            Pg. 128        

                                     “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                                                 



*
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Passing the Peace Greeting:     All may greet those around them 


with an embrace
 or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Postlude -                “The Little Shepherd”           by Tom Birchwood

Welcome: “Welcome to worship on this second Sunday of Advent! We gather to anticipate the joy of God’s coming — at Bethlehem, in our hearts and at the end of days. If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

December….

Greeters: Rachael Bryson and Ken Bechtel. Announcer:  Diane Shaffer. Acolyte:  Cameron Crum.  

Offering Team (Team 12): Matt Faust, Captain; Jessi Faust, Dec. 6 Offering Team: Charles Cichy, Neva Cichy, Gary Fetterhoff, Bob Endy. Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. 
Scripture Readers:  Dec. 6 - Jim Davis; Dec. 13 - Ritchie Moorehead; Dec. 20 - Carol Knight.   If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).
Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under.   Dec. 6 - Tracey Cooper; Dec. 13 - To be announced; Dec. 20 - Brandi Crum.   If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.
Church School Teachers (Adults): Dec. 6 - Dave Novinger; Dec. 13 - Ann Cooper; Dec. 20 - Christmas Program.   If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.

9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 


Adult Class  - Social Hall        Friends In Faith - Computer Room


Choices - Multi-purpose Room    
Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

                                    CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.
   6 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:15AM - Traditional Worship  (Enders) 

                         (No Children’s church in Dec.)





Confirmation Class following worship




4:00PM - Christmas Dinner

Dec.
   7 -
10:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Carol Reisch, Leader)




5:30PM - Prayer Team  (No Elders- Elders is rescheduled 



to Dec. 14 at 7:00PM)




6:00-8PM - Girl Scout Leaders




7:30PM - Dartball - Faith at Valleys

Dec.
   8 -
5:30-7PM - Free Community Meal



6:00-8:30PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740

Dec.
   9 - 
6:00PM - Girl Scout Trps. 10753 & 10737




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




7:30PM - Choir

Dec.
13 -
9:00AM - Sunday School 




10:00AM - Pre-Music 






10:15AM -  Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal) 



2:00PM - Zumba




6:30PM - Youth Group

Dec.
14 -
10:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Carol Reisch, Leader)




7:30PM - Dartball - Lykens UM at Valleys

Dec.
15 -
6:00-8:30PM - Girl Scout Troops 10738 & 10740

Dec.
16 -
12:00Noon - Senior Center Pinochle Card Party




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM - Zumba 




7:30PM - Choir




No Council Meeting

Dec.
20 -
9:00AM - Youth Christmas Program





10:15AM - Traditional Worship  (Enders) 




Christmas Eve Rehearsal following church




2:00PM - Zumba

    No Children’s Church in December;   Victory Group 
-Monday evenings, 5:30PM;   Praise Team Rehearsal - 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 6:15PM   

Church Attendance for last Sunday, Nov. 29th was 93.   

   
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway; 

Allen Goss, (Fox Subacute Rm. 113); Jane Baker; Kermit & Esther Masser; Donna Donahue-Moorhead & Ritchie Moorhead; Nancy & Elmer Feidt;  Hannah Klinger; Tom Lauver; Gary Fetterhoff; John Shoop; Ron Zimmerman; Gail Shertzer; Tom Hale; Etta & Bob Miller, (June Wiest’s sister and brother-in-law); Dave Miller Sr., (Russ Miller’s brother);  Bruce Greening, (Ed Dobbin’s neighbor); Susan Petrina, (Friend of Carol Knight); Tina Hain, (Friend of Gail Shertzer); Linda & Michael Hall, (Nicole Shoop’s mother/father-in-law); Lynda Manning; Pastoral Search Committee.
Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Christy Taylor.

Our Shut Ins:  Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman 


Please inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
    ______________________________________________________________________________  
Friends Over Fences: My name is Stephen Sands. I have been in prison ministry for almost 30 years of one sort or another.  I started as most people do by just writing letters to inmates.  After seeing the great need of X-offenders, I started a ministry called “Friends Over Fences.”  We work to find letter writers who are willing to write to inmates. This is the beginning of a mentoring process, just sharing lives. At other times, we find X-offenders in great need as they leave prison. They need to have a place to live in order to leave the halfway house, a job, and a vehicle if public transportation isn’t available. We try to help these men and women with those needs.

Christmas Cards: Valleys Christmas mail box will be in the church narthex from December 6h until December 20th for Christmas cards.   The cards will be on the tables in the social hall.  Please check each time you come in to church for your cards.

Mission Offering (Sept. thru Dec.) is in addition to the Christmas Eve Service Offering which supports emergency needs of members of our own congregation. (Basket is in the rear of the sanctuary or mark “Mission Offering” on your offering envelope.)
Free Community Meal will be held at Valleys on Tuesday, Dec. 8 from 5:30-7:00PM.  Menu: Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Salad, Dessert, Drinks.

Elders is rescheduled to meet on Dec. 14th at 7:00PM.
Christmas Gifts for Children:  Christmas Gifts for Children “ornaments” are on the tree in the narthex  Please put your name and the name of the child on the tablet by the tree. If ornaments aren’t on the tree, please see Donna Novinger. Gifts may be wrapped, please remember to put “ornament” tag with each gift. All gifts must be returned by next Sunday, December 13th.  If you have any questions, please see Donna Novinger.  The gifts are through a gift request program with the Upper Dauphin Human Services in Elizabethville.

Christmas Program: The youth will present the Christmas Program on Sunday, December 20th at 9:00AM.  (Practices will be held during Sunday School and  Fri. Dec. 18 at 7:00PM.)

Christmas Eve Service - Join us on Thursday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a pageant and candlelight service.  Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered during the service. 
Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir. Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 3, 2015.
Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting and Meal will be held on Sunday, January 17, 2015 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided).

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church).

Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased. 

2016 Community Calendar: The Valleys ECC has been nominated for the 2016 Community Calendar. The calendar is designed to highlight the great things people are doing to bless others. It helps our community to become more aware of efforts that they can support and/or become aware of programs that can help them and their families by these programs. People vote for their support of others efforts or support people they know that are being featured on the calendar in support of what they are doing. Votes are $1 a piece and people can vote as often or as much as they would like. All the votes (funds) for The Valleys ECC will go to a charity of Valleys choice. If you wish to “Vote” for Valleys, there is a sheet in the narthex. (You may also take a sheet and collect ‘votes’ from your family and friends.)  

Halifax Senior Center open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Check the calendar on Bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  Dec. Bible Study Leader - Carol Reisch.  Place coupons for U. S. military families in the green box in the multipurpose (meeting) room.  Pinochle Card Party on Dec. 16th  Noon to 3:00PM. 

Volunteers Wanted: The Halifax Senior Center Advisory Board is seeking people to be on the board.  Three meetings are held per year to make decisions.  The next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 10:00AM.  Please call Donna Motter (362-3925) if you are interested.

Devotionals: Pick up a Free copy of the (Dec., Jan. Feb.)“Our Daily Bread” devotional (available as you come into the church narthex and also at the sanctuary door.  “These Days” devotional ($5 yearly subscription) is also available.
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  

