THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Acolyte, Brooke Croutharmel
December 4, 2016 
“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                                 Bob Endy 



Prelude           “Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates”




Lighting of the Advent Wreath  -  Dave & Donna Novinger




                         (Please See Insert)
           *
Call To Worship 
           
      


      L:
A voice cries out: “Prepare in the wilderness a road for the Lord.”

     P:
As we worship we will do so with reverent quietness.


L:
Let us leave behind the rush of the season, and the strident voices of our commercial world.



P:
Then we will hear the voice of the prophet and prepare the way of the Lord.



*
Hymn -         “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful”       Pg. 119                                                                                                                                                      

      *
Opening Prayer    



*
Call to Confession



*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       



           

Dear Lord, we confess that like the Pharisees of old we have often refused to believe that Jesus came for the salvation of all people, and to proclaim your love for everyone - rich and poor alike. Forgive us, we pray, for those times when we have failed to love everyone we meet, and teach us to refuse to accept the barriers our ancestors placed between people, or even those our society insists on erecting from time to time. Amen.
*
Kyrie:         (To Be Spoken/Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.   
*    Assurance of Pardon: (In Unison)

The Lord looks upon you with love, remembering your iniquities no more, and filling your life with all good things.


*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  






We believe in God, Creator of all things.  We believe in His Son Jesus Christ, who came to show us the way to the Father.  We believe in the Holy Spirit of God - moving among us and inspiring the Love of God within us.  We believe in the Church - the earthly extension of His Kingdom.  We believe it is our calling to serve His Church with all our heart, our mind, our strength.  Amen.






Hymn  -          “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     Pg. 124                                                                                                                                                        

                                    Prayer cards will be collected 




Prayer with Lord’s Prayer  






Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”       Pg. 614



Anthem -                 “Come This Day, O Christ”




Scripture -  Matthew 3:1-12  (Found on Pg. 3 of NT Pew Bible) 

                                         Jan Quinn, Lay Reader     
       



Message -                     “Prepare the Way”



Offering Invitation


Offertory          “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                         
*
Offertory Response:    “We Would See Jesus”
                We would see Je - sus;  lo! His star is shin - ing

                A - bove the sta - ble while the an - gels sing; 

                There in a man - ger on the hay re - clin -ing,




Haste, let us lay our gifts be - fore the King.        



*
Offertory Prayer                                                  


*
Prayer of Dedication


*
Hymn -       “Joy to the World!”                                         Pg 125.                                                                                                                                                                                                            



*
Benediction



*
Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles


*
Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Postlude        “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful”                       
             WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
   We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.
	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	Dec. Greeters

Ritchie Moorhead, Ken Bechtel
	Dec. Acolyte

Brooke Croutharmel

	Dec. Announcer

Ed Dobbin
	Dec. Offering Team (Team 12)*

To be announced


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering  if you cannot be there. On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team should take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.    
	
	Dec. 4
	Dec 11
	Dec. 18
	Dec. 25

	Lay Readers
	Jan Quinn
	Ritchie

Moorhead
	Carol Knight
	Ed Berra 

	Nursery Attendants
	Carol Cooper
	Brandi Crum
	Neva Cichy
	Patty Hummel

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Dave Novinger
	Sharon Fetterhoff
	Christmas Program
	   No 

Sunday
School


Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday or if you would like to be a Worship Participant, please see Donna Novinger or Pastor Dave.  Please contact Dave Novinger if you are unable to teach.  
   9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall    Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
      Confirmation class – Library

                                    CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.      4 -  9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class




10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Organist




Fellowship Covered dish meal follows Worship Service





2:00PM - Zumba


Dec.
  5 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Leader to be announced)




5:30PM - Prayer Team




6:00-8PM - G. S. Leaders




7:30PM - Dartball - Lykens UM at Valleys

Dec.
  6 -
6:00-8PM G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740




7:00PM - Deacons

Dec.
  7 -
6:00-8PM G. S. Troop 753




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba



7:30PM - Choir
Dec.
11 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class




10:15AM - Blended Worship - Praise Team & Hymnal



6:30PM - Youth Group


Dec.
12 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Leader to be announced)




7:00PM - Elders Meeting




7:30PM - Dartball - St. John’s Lutheran at Valleys

Dec.
13 -
5:30-7PM - Free Community Meal at Valleys



6:00-8PM G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740

Dec.
14 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba



7:30PM - Choir
Dec.
18 -
9:00AM - Birthday Party Celebration to Jesus




10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Hymnal




Christmas Dinner follows Worship Service

Dec.
19 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Leader to be announced)




No Dartball (Christmas Break)
Dec.
20 -
6:00-8PM G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740

Dec.
21 -
6:00-8PM G. S. Troop 753




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba
                  NO COUNCIL MEETING IN DECEMBER.

              PRAISE TEAM REHEARSAL - To Be Announced
                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new/change)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
*Pastor Dave Guertin; *Nancy Feidt, (Holy Spirit Hosp., Rm. 406) plans to move to a skilled nursing facility; *Ann Hale (scheduled surgery; Bob Knight, (Carol Knight’s husband); Corrine Heinbaugh; Ritchie Moorhead; Gary Fetterhoff;  Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Jane Baker;  Aliyia Shoop; Janette Leitzel; Esther Masser; Tom Hale; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Gail Shertzer; Elmer Feidt; Tom Lauver; Pat & Richard Snyder;  Ken Klett; Shirley Harris, (Nancy Feidt’s sister);  Lorene Buffington, (Ken Bechtel’s sister); *Tricia (Lebo) Hammaker, (Peggy Berra’s niece)out of the hospital (1803 Back Rd, Halifax).

MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Amanda & Alejandro Velasco; *Melanie & Alex Viana; *Chinese Ministry Missionaries; *Mozambiue Missionaries; *Stephanie & Phillip Voland; *Tricia Wong; * Diane & Christopher Wiebe.
OUR SHUT INS: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman; June Wiest  
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. 
    ______________________________________________________________________________

                  SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY
           *************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

           *************************************************************  
TODAY (Dec. 4) IS THE LAST DAY TO ORDER     CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS! Gloria Duttry to order a Christmas Poinsettia following Sunday worship services.  A flyer with sizes and colors is posted on the bulletin board in the foyer.

FELLOWSHIP MEAL: Please join us in fellowship for a Covered Dish Meal immediately following today’s Worship Service.
ELDERS MTG will be held on Mon. December 12 at 7:00PM. 

                          UPCOMING CHRISTMAS EVENTS
BIRTHDAY PARTY CELEBRATION TO JESUS on Sunday, December 18 at 9:00AM.  Join us as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus!

CHRISTMAS DINNER will be held on Sunday, December 18 immediately following Traditional Worship Service.  Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, vegetable, dessert, coffee and drink. Please see the sign up sheet in the foyer
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE - Join us on Saturday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service.  Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered during the service. 
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE (December 25) will be a Traditional Service and will begin at 9:30AM rather than our regular time of 10:15AM to give our members a chance to return home for dinner a little earlier than normal. No Sunday School on December 25.
      CHURCH ATTENDANCE for Sunday, Nov. 27 was 63.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
                        UPCOMING JANUARY EVENTS

ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir, Pastoral Search Committee. Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 1 2017.
VALLEYS ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND MEAL will be held on Sunday, January 15, 2017 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided). 
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room.  December leader will be announced. Calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex.  No Card Party in Dec. 
MISSION OFFERING may be put in your offering envelope or in the basket in the rear of the sanctuary. (offering goes to Christmas Benevolence.)
 Pastor David Guertin

Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (715-497-4310)
Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM
Church Office (717-896-3118)

Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
            Lighting of the Advent Wreath  -  Dave & Donna Novinger





Leader:

Last Sunday we lit the first candle - the candle of hope. Today we light the second, the candle of peace.  We light it knowing full well that the peace is elusive, and in some parts of the world, it is almost completely absent. Yet in this season of Advent, we trust that God is never absent from us. God is always preparing something new. And even where there is war and discord, whether between countries, within families, or within our own hearts, God is present, gently leading us to new possibilities. 







                (Blue candle is lit)



     All:

 Loving God, in this time of preparation and planning, we thank you for the hope and peace you unfailingly offer us. Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes from justice. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ. Amen.




Leader:
 Take your encouragement from Christ, that your joy may be complete.




People:
 We will share in the Spirit; we will find consolation in love.




Leader:
 Practice a ministry of humility and compassion for God is at work in you empowering you.




All:
We will welcome Christ into our hearts. We will live worthy of the Gospel. We will go forth in hope and peace.
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