THE VALLEYS EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Acolyte, Brooke Croutharmel
December 25, 2016 - 9:30 AM
“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                                                  (*Indicates stand as you are able.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements                                 Ed Dobbin

PRELUDE -       “He Is Born the Divine Christ Child”         







INVOCATION





CAROLS AND SPECIAL MUSIC 





“Joy to the World”                            (Verses 1 & 4)       Pg. 125






“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”                                        Pg. 138






“Angels We Have Heard on High”   (Verses 1 & 3)       Pg. 132                      





“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”                            Pg. 152






“Away in a Manger”                                                        Pg. 158


*
A DECLARATION OF FAITH AT CHRISTMAS: (In Unison)


We believe in Jesus Christ and in the beauty of the gospel that began in Bethlehem.


We believe in him whose spirit glorified a little town,





Of whose coming only shepherds saw the sign,





And for whom the crowded inn could find no room.



We believe in him whom the kings of the earth ignored And the proud could not understand,





Whose paths were among the common people,





Whose welcome came from men of hungry hearts.


We believe in him who proclaimed the love of God to    be invincible,





Whose cradle was a mother’s arms,



Whose home in Nazareth had love for its only wealth,



Who looked at men and made them see what his love saw in them,







Who by his love brought sinners back to purity




And lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of God.


We confess our everlasting need of God,




The need of forgiveness for our greed and selfishness,




The need of life for empty souls,




The need of love for hearts grown cold.


We acknowledge the glory of all that is like Christ,




The steadfastness of friends,




The blessedness of homes,




The beauty of compassion,




The miracle of many hearts made kind at Christmas,




The courage of those who dare to resist all self-centered passion, hate and war.


We believe that only by love expressed shall the earth at length be purified.


And We acknowledge in Christ




A faith that sees beyond the partial fact,


A trust in life redeemed that looks beyond our



present evil;





And We pray that redemption may begin in us.




SCRIPTURE -  John 1:1-14  (Found on Pg. 123 of NT Pew Bible) 

                                             Ed Berra, Lay Reader     
       



MEDITATION -            “Shining In the Dark”




PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



OFFERING INVITATION

OFFERTORY -              “Songs of the Angels”                               


*
OFFERTORY RESPONSE:    DOXOLOGY          Page 625


*
OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                 


*
PRAYER OF DEDICATION


*
CLOSING HYMN -     “Good Christian Men Rejoice”     Pg. 151


*
BENEDICTION


*
EXTINGUISHING OF THE CANDLES


*
Greeting:    “The peace of  God  be  with you.”            



Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Passing the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
POSTLUDE -                 “O Hearken Ye”                             
             WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

   We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign our guest book located in the foyer as you leave or introduce yourself to our pastor.
	                                 WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	Dec. Greeters

Ritchie Moorhead, Ken Bechtel
	Dec. Acolyte

Brooke Croutharmel

	Dec. Announcer

Ed Dobbin
	Dec. Offering Team (Team 12)*

To be announced

	Jan. Greeters

Wanda Hendershot, Ann Hale
	Jan. Acolyte

Cailey Crum

	Jan. Announcer

Arletta Thomas
	Jan. Offering Team (Team 1)*

Ed Berra, Dennis, Barb & Brooke Croutharmel


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday in your month as the Captain will need to get someone to help with the offering  if you cannot be there. On the 1st Sunday of the month, Offering team should take the food baskets to the altar to be blessed.    
	
	  Dec. 25
	   Jan. 1
	    Jan. 8 
	    Jan 15

	Lay Readers
	Ed Berra
	Donna Novinger 
	Pete Bryson
	Diane Shaffer

	Nursery Attendants
	To be announced
	Donna Motter
	Theresa Miller
	Patty Hummel

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	No Sunday School
	Donna Novinger
	Marie Herb
	To be announced


Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday or if you would like to be a Worship Participant, please see Donna Novinger or Pastor Dave.  Please contact Dave Novinger if you are unable to teach.  

                                   CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.
25 - 
Christmas Day -  Merry Christmas!




9:30AM -Traditional Worship - Organist - Mission Offering  (No Sunday School or Confirmation Class) No Zumba
Dec.
26 -
Valleys Church Office and Halifax Senior Center are closed



7:00PM - Dartball - All Star Game at Messiah Lutheran

Dec.
27 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Tues.-Wed.




6:00-8PM - G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740 

Jan.
  1, 2017 - New Year’s Day  -     Happy New Year!             




 9:00AM - Sunday School (No Confirmation Class)



10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Organist - Holy Communion - Food Offering No Fellowship Meal
                     2:00PM - Zumba 
Jan.
  2 -
Valleys Church Office and Halifax Senior Center are closed



5:30PM - Prayer Team




7:00PM - Elders Meeting




7:30PM - Dartball - Valleys at St. Christopher L. (Lykens)

Jan.
  3 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Tues. & Wed.




6:00-8PM G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740

Jan.
  4 -
6:00-8PM G. S. Troop 753




6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba
Jan.       8 - 
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class





10:15AM - Blended Worship - Praise Team & Hymnal





Fellowship Covered Dish Meal follows service





2:00PM - Zumba



6:30PM - Youth Group


Jan.
  9 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Wed.




10:00AM - Bible Study (Ed & Peggy Berra)



7:30PM - Dartball - Messiah at Valleys
Jan.
10 -
5:30-7:00PM - Free Community Meal at Valleys




6:00-8PM - 6:00-8PM G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740

Jan.
11 -
6:10PM - Zumba Gold; 7:00PM – Zumba



7:30PM - Choir
Jan.
15 -
9:00AM - Sunday School/Confirmation Class



10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Hymnal - Children’s Ch.



Congregational Meeting & Meal follows Worship




2:30PM - Zumba

      Praise Team Rehearsal 1st and 3rd Thursdays in January at 6:30PM                       
                  *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new/change)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Ron Zimmerman, (Pinnacle Health West Shore Hosp. Rm. 432); *Vickie Shoffler, (Home); *People trapped in Aleppo, Syria; Elmer Feidt and Donna & Dave Novinger & Family; June Wiest & Family; David Faust;  Pastor Dave Guertin; Ann & Tom Hale; Charlene Baker; Bob Knight, (Carol Knight’s husband); Corrine Heinbaugh; Ritchie Moorhead; Gary Fetterhoff;  Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Jane Baker;  Aliyia Shoop; Esther Masser; Hannah Klinger; Gail Shertzer; Tom Lauver; Pat & Richard Snyder;  Ken Klett;  Lorene Buffington, (Ken Bechtel’s sister); Tricia (Lebo) Hammaker, (Peggy Berra’s niece at 1803 Back Rd, Halifax); Shirley Harris and June Kissinger, (Donna Novinger’s aunts).
OUR SHUT INS: Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman; June Wiest  

MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; 

*Curt & Martie Peterson; *Al & Janice Tizon; 
Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) if it is after office hours. 
    ______________________________________________________________________________
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   
Adult Class - Social Hall    Choices - Multi-purpose Room         
Friends In Faith - Computer Room 
      Confirmation class – Library

                  SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY
           *************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

           *************************************************************  


CHURCH ATTENDANCE for Sunday, Dec 18, 62.
FELLOWSHIP MEAL: No Fellowship Meal on January 1, 2017, there will be a covered dish Fellowship Meal on Sun. January 8th following Blended Worship (please bring a meat and vegetable or a casserole to share). 

COMMUNITY MEAL: Menu for the January 10, 2017 Community Meal will be Chicken Corn Soup, salad, dinner rolls, fruit salad, dessert, drink. Please see the sign up sheet for donations and helpers.
CHRISTMAS CARDS - Please pick up your Christmas Cards in the social room.

2017 OFFERING ENVELOPES Please pick up your 2017 Offering envelopes in the foyer.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. and Wed.   Between the hours of 8:30 to 10:00AM anyone who wishes, is invited to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room.  December leader is Ritchie Moorhead. Calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex.  Next Card party is January 18, 2017.
MISSION OFFERING may be put in your offering envelope or in the basket in the rear of the sanctuary. (Offering goes to Christmas Benevolence.)
          Pastor David Guertin

Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (715-497-4310)
Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com
Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM
Church Office (717-896-3118)

            Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
                           UPCOMING JANUARY EVENTS

ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir, Pastoral Search Committee. Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 1 2017.
VALLEYS ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND MEAL will be held on Sunday, January 15, 2017 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided).
      CANDIDATES FOR 2017 TO BE VOTED ON AT THE

                ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

                       ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 15, 2017
ELDERS:                    (2 year term)                           Vote for two
 
Norine Goss           
Dave Novinger      

DEACONS:                  (2 year term)                          Vote for four


Sharon Fetterhoff             Dale Faust             
 


Susan Snyder                     Leon Shaffer      

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:                               Vote for one 


Ann Cooper             (2 year term)

ADULT SUN. SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT:
     Dave Novinger      Ken Bechtel        (2 year term)

YOUTH SUN. SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT:


Susan Faust           Brandi Crum      (2 year term)

SUN. SCHOOL SECRETARY:           (2 year term)

Dale Faust 
CONFERENCE DELEGATES:          (1 year term)   Vote for two
    
To be announced

Other candidates may be nominated for any of the above categories 

either before or during the Congregational Meeting.
