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      Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service

             (*Indicates: Stand as you are able.)
Prelude -                       “Christmas Prelude”
Welcome                                                                   Pastor

 Lighting of Advent Wreath: (Responsively)        
       



Pastor:
Hope, peace, joy, and love.  Four candles, four promises continually offered to us by God, and all of them manifest in this one we light tonight: the Christ candle.  In Christ we find the hope of transformation, the peace that follows justice, the joy of self-fulfillment in community, and the love that encompasses us in all our diversity, empowering us to make our own unique contribution to this world. In Christ we find light and life, and the courage to be like him, answering his call and following in his footsteps.
                                                     (All candles are lit)


  All:


We rejoice in God’s steadfast presence in our lives, and in God’s unique presence in the life of Jesus of Nazareth - born of Mary, growing through childhood into an adult ministry, in all his life manifesting the peace, love, and justice of God; his voice undimmed by the centuries, his call and his promise as clear to us as it was to his disciples so long ago. Come to us, Lord Jesus, be born in us this night, in our hearts, our minds, our lives. May the light of your life be kindled in us, and lead us to the shining truth of God with us, God for us, God in us. Amen.
Carol -                    “O Come, All Ye Faithful”          Page 145
   
Prayer of Adoration with Lord’s Prayer  (debts, debtors):
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Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.


1st Lesson - Genesis 2:4-8; 15-17; 3:8-15                   Ed Berra
Carol  -    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
Page 124
2nd Lesson - Genesis 22:15-18                       Arletta Thomas
Carol -              “Joy to the World!”                          Page 125
3rd Lesson - Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  (Responsively - see insert)  Pastor

Carol -        “Lo! How a Rose E’re Blooming”
Page 160
4th Lesson - Isaiah 11:1-9                                     Leon Shaffer
Soloist                 “O Holy Night”            Kourtnee Pottiger
5th Lesson - Luke 1:26-35, 38                                Ann Cooper
Carol -          “What Child Is This?”                          Page 137

6th Lesson - Luke 2:1-7                                    Dan Yutronich
Carol -        “O Little Town of Bethlehem”               Page 141

7th Lesson - Luke 2:8-20                                       Carolyn Nye
Carol - “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”   Page 135

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Requests 

8th Lesson - Matthew 2:1-11                                 Ken Bechtel
Offering  

Offertory  -        “Mary Did You Know?”   Kourtnee Pottiger

 
Dedicatory Prayer 

9th Lesson - John 1:1-14                                            Bob Endy
                         Communion Service
Instructions for Communion                    


All who are baptized and/or believe in the Lord Jesus Christ are invited to partake of the Holy Communion.  Children may partake of the Communion or receive a blessing at the discretion of their parents. 
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     (Instructions for Communion continued)


As Congregants are invited to come forward, please bring bulletins with you.  After receiving communion, please pick up a candle  on  the front pew and then  proceed  in  silence to  the  side  aisles to form a circle around the sanctuary as instructed by ushers.  Please use this time for silent meditation.  We will be standing for a long duration of time.  Chairs are set up in the rear of the sanctuary and we encourage anyone who is unable to stand for this length of time to be seated in the chairs or to use the pew at the side aisle nearest to you so that you can be a part of the candle lighting circle.

Altar Communion

 

Words of Institution


Blessings of the elements



Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Candle Lighting Ceremony
Carol -      “Silent Night, Holy Night”        (Please see insert)
    *Benediction 
    *Postlude -                 “Antioch-Adeste Fideles”      

Welcome - We welcome you to this blessed Christmas Eve worship.  Christmas Eve is a joyous time for all who open their hearts and minds to the Christ Child. Let us allow the true meaning of Christmas to stir up love within us. May we sense the presence of the living Christ, whose glory has graced this beautiful earth.
Christmas Offering - This evening’s loose offering will go toward the Christmas Fund to help those in need.  The offering in the envelopes will go toward The Valleys general fund.

Thank you - We thank our Soloist - Kourtnee Pottiger and all those who participated in our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service to make it special and meaningful. 
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Third Lesson  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7     (Responsive Reading)

Pastor:
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;

People:
on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.

Pastor:
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,

People:
and the government will be on his shoulders.

Pastor:
And he will be called

People:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Pastor:
Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.

People:
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,

Pastor:
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.

People:
The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

*

Carol

              “Silent Night”   


Silent night, holy night,



All is calm, all is bright



Round yon virgin mother and Child.



Holy infant so tender and mild,



Sleep in heavenly peace,



Sleep in heavenly peace.



Silent night, holy night,



Shepherds quake at the sight.



Glories stream from heaven afar,



Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;



Christ the Savior is born!



Christ the Savior is born!

          
Silent night, holy night,



Son of God, love’s pure light



Radiant beams from Thy holy face,



With the dawn of redeeming grace,



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.    

                                        May you and your family 

           have a Blessed Merry Christmas!
