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Prelude - 
              

“Christmas Prelude”                                             Peggy Berra 

“Mary, Mary What You Gonna Name That Baby?”   

                                                                           Geyer Family

Words of Welcome and Announcements

Solo -          

“Mary Did You Know?”                   Christopher Maichle

Opening Prayer
Carol -      “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”      

It came up-on the mid-night clear, 

That glo-rious song of old.

From An-gels bend-ing near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold;

“Peace on the earth, good-will to men, 

From heaven’s all gra-cious King!”  

The world in sol-emn still-ness lay 

to hear the an-gels sing.
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Still thru the clo-ven skies they come 

With peace-ful wings un-furled,

And still their heav’n-ly mu-sic floats 

O’er all the wea-ry world:
     A-bove its sad and low-ly plains 

They bend on hov-’ring wing,

And ev-er o’er its Ba-bel sounds 

The bless-ed an-gels sing.
And ye, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, 

Whose forms are bend-ing low,

Who toil a-long the climb-ing way With pain-ful steps and slow

     Look now! for glad and gold-en hours 

Come swift-ly on the wing:

O rest beside the wea-ry road 

And hear the an-gels sing.

For lo, the days are has-t’ning on, 

By proph-ets seen of old,

When with the ev-er-cir-cling years  

Shall come the time fore-told,

When the new heav’n and earth shall own

The Prince of Peace their King,

And the whole world send back the song 

Which now the an-gels sing.            

Offering  

Offertory  -                 “Angels’ Songs” 
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*Offertory Response -   “We Would See Jesus”    



We would see Je - sus; lo! His star is shin - ing

         A - bove the sta - ble  while the an - gels sing;

        There in a man - ger on the hay re - clin - ing,


        Haste, let us lay our gifts be-fore the King.        

*Dedicatory Prayer 

 Carol -         “What Child Is This?”

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 

On Ma-ry’s lap is sleep-ing?


Whom an-gels greet with an-thems sweet, 

While shep-herds watch are keeping?

Why lies He in such mean es-tate 

Where ox and ass are feed-ing?  

Good Christian, fear; for sin-ners here  

The sil-lent Word is plead-ing.
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                  “WHAT IS HIS NAME?

 Narration

 Carol -     

      “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 

While Shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

All seat-ed on the ground,  

The an-gel of the Lord came down,  

And glo-ry shone a-round, And glo-ry shone a-round.
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Narration                     

Carol -             “We Three Kings” 

We three kings of O-ri-ent are: 

Bear-ing gifts we trav-erse a-far -- 

Field and foun-tain, moor and moun-tain --

Following yon-der star.   

O star of won-der, star of night, 

Star with roy-al beau-ty bright, 

West-ward lead-ing, still pro-ceed-ing, 

Guide us to thy per-fect light.   

Narration                                     

Carol -      “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Hark! the her-ald an-gels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King;

Peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, 

God and sin-ners rec-on-ciled!” 

Joyful, all ye na-tions, rise, 

Join the tri-umph of the skies;  

With th’an-gel-ic host pro-claim, 

“Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!” 

Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing,

“Glory to the new-born King.”

Narration         
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Carol -     “Angels We Have Heard On High”
Angels we have heard on high, 

Sweetly sing-ing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in re-ply 

Ech-o back their joy-ous strains.

Glo---ri-a in ex-cel-sis De-o, 

Glo-- ri-a in ex-cel-sis De-o.

See with-in a man-ger laid Je-sus, 

Lord of heav’n and earth!  

Ma-ry, Jo-seph, lend your aid, 

With us sing our Sav-ior’s birth.

Glo---ri-a in ex-cel-sis De-o, 

Glo-- ri-a in ex-cel-sis De-o.

Narration

Soloist          “Star Candles”             Stacey Geyer   
Narration

Soloist          “O Holy Night”
Stacey Geyer
       COMMUNION AND CANDLE LIGHTING 
Instructions for Communion                    



All who are baptized and/or believe in the Lord Jesus Christ are invited to partake of the Holy Communion.  Children may partake of the Communion or receive a blessing at the discretion of their parents. Congregants will be invited to come forward to receive the Holy Communion. Please bring your bulletin with you.  After receiving the communion, please pick up a candle  on the 

   front pew and then proceed in silence to  the  side  aisles
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to form a circle around the sanctuary as instructed by ushers.  Please use this time for silent meditation.  We will be standing for a long duration of time.  Chairs are set up in the rear of the sanctuary and we encourage anyone who is unable to stand for this length of time to be seated in the chairs or to use the pew at the side aisle nearest to you so that you can be a part of the candle lighting circle.

                                     Communion

 Minister:

O God of Wonder, we come to this table to be surrounded by the mystery of heaven’s radiance.  Lift us from the ordinary, that we may be touched by things extraordinary this night and with the choirs of angels join in praising:

 People:

“Glory to God in the highest, and one earth peace, goodwill to men.”

 Minister:

We praise you for coming to humankind in ways we humans can grasp, for being born Child for all children, and for living as Son of Man for all humankind that all people may be redeemed through him.

 People:

“For Unto us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders; and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”                                               

 Minister:

We thank you that by his death on the cross and  through the triumph of his resurrection we are privileged to share now in the new life of his Kingdom and at last to be united in the glorious company of all the saints.         
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 People:

“We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.  From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”

Unison:

(Singing)






O Holy child of Bethlehem,







    descend to us, we pray.






Cast out our sin , and enter in,






    Be born in us today.






We hear the Christmas angels







   The great glad tidings tell,






O Come to us, abide with us,







   Our Lord Emmanuel.

Breaking of the Bread and pouring of the Cup

Prayer of Consecration                                                            
Lord’s Prayer    

Invitation:   (Elders come forward)



This is the Lord’s Table.  Come and meet the Christ Child. The table is open to all who believe and have professed faith in Jesus Christ.

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Prayer of Thanksgiving: (Unison)



We thank you God for these holy mysteries that assure us of your being at one with us.  Grant that the angels’ song may be continually on our lips and Christ’s light may radiate in our lives, that we may bear the good news of your love to a dark and waiting world.  Amen.

*Lighting the Christ Candle


*Sending out Christ’s Light 

                                        Page 7


*Carol

                 “Silent Night”   


Silent night, holy night,



All is calm, all is bright



Round yon virgin mother and Child.



Holy infant so tender and mild,



Sleep in heavenly peace,



Sleep in heavenly peace.



Silent night, holy night,



Shepherds quake at the sight.



Glories stream from heaven afar,



Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;



Christ the Savior is born!



Christ the Savior is born!

          
Silent night, holy night,



Son of God, love’s pure light



Radiant beams from Thy holy face,



With the dawn of redeeming grace,



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,



Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.       


*Christmas Blessing
    
*Extinguishing of the Candles
*Postlude -         “Joy to the World”              

(*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)
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Cast -


Mary - Theresa Miller



Joseph - Scott Miller



Slave - Ed Dobbin



Soldier - Christopher Maichle



Shepherds - Mike Crum, Dave Novinger, Alan Snyder



Angels - Sue Faust, Cailey Crum, Caidenne Crum, 





   Alaina Snyder, Lydia Faust



Kings - Dan Yutronich, Ed Berra, Leon Shaffer



Narrator - Kenny Bechtel



Soloists - Stacey Geyer, Christopher Maichle



Costumes - Brandi Crum and Nancy Yutronich

Welcome - We welcome you to this blessed Christmas Eve worship.  Christmas Eve is a joyous time for all who open their hearts and minds to the Christ Child. Let us allow the true meaning of Christmas to stir up love within us. May we sense the presence of the living Christ, whose glory has graced this beautiful earth.
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Christmas Offering -  This evening’s loose offering will go toward the Christmas Fund to help those in need.  The offering in the envelopes will go toward The Valleys general fund.
Thank you - We thank all those who participated in our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service to make it special and meaningful.

                        Hope is born



A little child, a shining star,



A stable rude, the door ajar.



Yet in that place so crude, forlorn,



The Hope of all the world was born.



             -Author unknown 
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