
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

The Rev. Kristine Heckard, Pastor

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Hymnal Technician, Aren Faust

Acolyte, Chris Maichle
December 22, 2013

“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
    (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes   




Greetings and Announcements                        



*
Call To Worship -                                            Arletta Thomas




L:
I have good news for you. Your Savior has been born - Christ the Lord!




P:
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on Earth.






L:
Come, let us worship God!




Prelude -                       “Away In A Manger”




Lighting of the Advent Wreath    
Dave & Donna Novinger    




Leader:

We have lit three candles - for hope, for peace, and for joy.  Today we light the fourth candle - the candle of love.  With this flame we signify the love of God that surrounds and fills us at all times, but that we recognize in a special way in the Christmas story,  there is no greater power than love.  It is stronger than rulers and empires, stronger than grief or despair, stronger even than death.  We love, because God loves us.

                                               (Light the third blue candle)




All:

Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas season. As these candles are lit, light our lives with our imagination.  Show us the creative power of hope.  Teach us the peace that comes  from justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared.  Magnify your love within us.  Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ.  Amen.



Leader:
Depart in peace, and take with you the certain knowledge that God is always coming into the world.



People:
We will seek God, not in a long ago stable or ancient manger, but in the people we meet and the depths of our own hearts.



Leader:
May the blessings of Christmas make you a blessing to others; May the peace of the season pervade all that you do.



All:

We will welcome the challenge of discipleship.  We will offer ourselves as God’s ministers.  We will go forth in hope, peace, joy, and love.



*
Opening Hymn -                    “Emmanuel”                 Pg. 134    

                                                             (Sing twice)                                    



*
Prayer of Invocation     
                                





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       





Lord, we have been so preoccupied with traditional preparations for Christmas that we have almost forgotten the true meaning of this holiday.  We come seeking your forgiveness and your help in reclaiming this time as a time of renewal. May our faith in you be strengthen, and may our lives be renewed as we fully realize your presence.  Amen.


*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.



*
Assurance of Pardon                                   
   



*
Gloria Patri                                                                      Pg.623


 
*
Profession of Faith:     (In Unison)                          



We believe in God the Father, creator of all things,


We believe in God the Son, who came to reveal that God is love.


We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, our inspiration and counselor.


We believe God has called us together in His church where we share the costs and joys of discipleship and rejoice together in His redemptive love.




Youth Bell Choir/Adult Bell Choir




Children’s Sermon




Hymn of Preparation -   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   Pg. 141                                                

                    Prayer cards will be collected during Second Hymn. 



Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer   (Debts & Debtors)            

Choral Response -      “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”            Pg. 614                   




Anthem -   “Hodie Veni Christe” (Come, This Day, O Christ)




Scripture -   Matthew 1:18-25  Arletta Thomas, Lay Reader 

                                         (Found on Pg. 2 of NT Pew Bible)                                   




Sermon -           “Name above All Names - Emmanuel”




Our Morning Offering                                      



Offertory -                  Child So Lovely” 


*
Offertory Response -  ““We Would See Jesus”    
                We would see Je - sus;  lo! His star is shin - ing

                A - bove the sta - ble while the an - gels sing; 

                There in a man - ger on the hay re - clin -ing,




          Haste, let us lay our gifts be - fore the King.



*
Prayer of Dedication                                         


*
Closing Hymn -  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”          Pg. 133                                                                        


*
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles                                                 

*
Passing the Peace Greeting:




All who are able may greet those around them with an 



embrace or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:




Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”


*
Postlude -                       “The First Noel”
Welcome: Welcome to worship, one and all! Our Christmas preparations are nearing completion, and we joyfully anticipate Christ, who lovingly completes us. If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

December Greeters: Brandi Crum and Alvin Duttry. Announcer: Arletta Thomas (Dec. 22 & 29). Acolyte:  Chris Maichle. December Offering Team: Tom Lauver, Captain; Barbara Lauver, Matt Faust, Jessi Faust.



                                            CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.
22 -
9:00AM - Christmas Program






10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Mission Offering 


 (Christmas Fund, Special Needs)






Christmas Eve Rehearsal ( for Pageantry, Elders,  and 



Bell Ringers) following Worship service

Dec.
23 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri







10:00AM - Bible Study  (Carol Reisch, Leader)






7:00PM - Special Council Meeting; No Dartball
Dec.
24 -
7:00PM - Christmas Eve Service (Pre-music begins at 


6:30PM) Pageantry, Communion, Candle-lighting

Dec.
25 -
Merry Christmas! (Church office/Senior Center closed)

Dec.
26 -
7:00-8:00PM - Zumba

Dec.
29 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Modified Worship with Hymn sing (Hymnal) 






Marie Herb will give the Morning Message, Sue 



Faust will lead the Service

                       
2:00-3:00PM - Zumba; 3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold

  Pastor Kris will be on vacation December 29, 30, 31.

Dec.
30 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri







10:00AM - Bible Study  (Carol Reisch, Leader)






7:00PM -  Dartball All Star Game at Messiah Lutheran

Dec.
31 -
10:00AM-1:00PM - New Year’s Eve Party (Senior Center)
              2014
Jan.
  1 -
Happy New Year’s Day! Church Office/Senior






Center are closed (No Meals on Wheels)

Jan.
  2 -
No Senior Citizens Meeting in January

Jan.
  5 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Holy Communion, 


 Food Offering & Mission Moment
                  SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY
******************************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if 

Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

           
                *PRAYER REQUESTS* 
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thought, and cards:  
*(indicates new)

Members & Friends of The Valleys: Navigate Pathway;     *Alvin Duttry, (Harrisburg Hosp., Rm. 706W); *Russell Miller, (Community General Osteopathic Hosp. ICU); *Bill Motter, (Home); Dennis Leitzel; Gary Snyder; Mary Zeigler, (Mary is at Jane Baker’s home); Bob Endy; Lori Graff; Elmer Feidt; Colleen Gonder; Allen Goss; Melba Croutharmel; Pauline Novinger; Gregg Gelnett; Billy Troutman.

Missions: Covenant Missionaries: Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Christopher & Diane Wiebe; David & Debra Williams. 


Our Shut Ins: Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer; Minnie Baker


Please inform Pastor Kris if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
URGENT NEED: THE CHURCH IS IN NEED OF A NEW TREASURER TO REPLACE RENNY WITMER.
This position reports to Church Council and is responsible for keeping the church’s financial records and disbursing money as approved by council.  The incumbent works with the Church Financial Secretary to oversee church income and deposits, ensures bills are paid timely and handles all payroll and tax related filings.  Monthly and annual financial statements must  be completed and submitted to the Church Council and congregation.  Strong financial and organizational skills are required for this position.  If interested, please contact Pastor Kris, Donna Motter or Dave Novinger.
Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
December Greeters: Brandi Crum and Alvin Duttry. Announcer: Arletta Thomas - Dec. 22 & 29) Acolyte:  Chris Maichle. December Offering Team: Tom Lauver, Captain; Barbara Lauver, Matt Faust, Jessi Faust.

  Church Attendance for last Sunday, Dec. 15, 2013 was 78. 
Scripture Readers:  Dec. 22 - Arletta Thomas; Dec. 29 - Ed Berra; Jan. 5 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 12 - Doris Hand.  If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).

Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Dec. 22 - Carol Cooper; Dec. 29 - Shirley Miller;  Jan. 5 - Neva Cichy;  Jan 12 - Donna Motter.  If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.



Church School Teachers (Adults): Dec. 22 - Christmas Program; Dec. 29 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 5 - Dave Novinger; Jan. 12 - Ed & Peggy Berra.   If you cannot teach on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust who will teach in your place
Please check in the social hall for your Christmas Cards! Today  is the last day for the Valleys Christmas card box!

“In It Together” has been discontinued due to lack of interest.

Christmas Eve Rehearsal will be held today following church  for Pageantry, Elders and Bell Ringers.
Special Council Meeting: A Special Council Meeting will be held tomorrow night, Dec. 23rd at 7:00PM to discuss some very important issues. 

Christmas Eve Service will be held on Tuesday, December 24th.  Pre-music begins at 6:30PM; Service begins at 7:00PM. 

Pastor on Vacation: Pastor Kris will be on vacation on December 29th, 30, and 31st.   Please call the church office (896-3118) if for any pastoral needs during that time.

Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group Fellowship Group, Choir). Please give the reports to the church secretary by January 8, 2014 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sun. Jan. 19th. 
          ************************************************************
           You are invited to a Christmas Party

                   at the home of Pastor Kris


                            on Sunday, January 12th 

                             from 2:00PM until ?? 

                       Directions will be in the bulletin in January.
           ************************************************************

2014 Church Envelopes: Please pick up your 2014 Church Envelopes in the narthex! 

Pick up your updated 2013/2014 Church Directory on the table with the Church envelopes!

Youth Group Fundraiser with 2014 wall calendars, Christmas cards, and notepads.  
Calendars are $6.00 donation and Christmas cards (package of 12 cards) are $6.00 donation. Notepads are $2.00 donation.  If you purchase two calendars or two packs of Christmas cards, you get a discount ($1 off total cost) purchase two notepads and you get ($.50 off total cost). Samples are on the table in the social hall or see a youth member, Donna Novinger or Marie Herb to purchase items.  

Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys E. C. C.  Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime. Place expired coupons in box in the social hall (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  Check the calendar on the bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center.

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)!

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - valleysecc.org    Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                         Email - KOHeckard@aol.com    

