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“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”                                         
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements


*
Call To Worship 

      Diane Shaffer



L:
Unto us a child is born, and unto us a son is given;






P:
and the government shall be upon his shoulders;




L:  his name shall be called wonderful counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.




P:
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be peace.





L:
Come, let us worship God!




Prelude -          “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”     by Ron Loree 




Lighting of the Advent Wreath  -              Crum Family



*
Opening Hymn -                                                   Pg. 128            

                                   “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”                                    

      *
Prayer of Invocation     
                                





*
Confession:   (In Unison)                       





O God, at Christmas we celebrate your presence, the promise that you are never far from us, and that you offer us peace.  We must confess though that we have preferred platitudes to your peace, and in place of loving our neighbor we have practiced deceit and contempt.  Forgive us, we pray, and teach us to live in such a way that Christmas will be a part of our lives every day of the year.  Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.

   



*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                                                                   Pg. 623


 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  






We believe in God the Creator of all, known to us through perfect love, who has called forth a people of faith.  We believe in Jesus Christ, the Word become flesh, crucified and resurrected, our Savior from sin, our peace, and Lord of the church.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, poured out on all believers, our source of inspiration and power.  We commit ourselves to follow Jesus Christ, growing by grace into the image of God, to live as faithful disciples, loving friend and enemy.   Amen.




Children’s Sermon

Hymn of Preparation -    “The First Noel”                  Pg.  136                                 

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Morning Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer    (Debts & Debtors)




Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”         Pg. 614



Scripture -   Luke 2:1-7 (Found on Pg. 79 of NT Pew Bible) 

                                             Carol Knight, Lay Reader 




Sermon -          Sermon Series - The Christmas Touch 
                                      Week 3 -  “Touch Your Neighbors”




Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  -     “He Shall Feed His Flock”     by G. F. Handel



*
Offertory Response - “We Would See Jesus”






We would see Je - sus; lo! His star is shin - ing

          


A - bove the sta - ble  while the an - gels sing;

         


There in a man - ger on the hay re - clin - ing,


         

Haste, let us lay our gifts be-fore the King.                                 

      *
Prayer of Dedication    



*
Closing Hymn -            
                                                 Pg. 132                                                               
                    “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 



*
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles



*
Passing the Peace Greeting:     All may greet those around them 



with an embrace
 or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”     


*
Postlude -                “Noelle Recessionale”            by Steven Scott
Welcome: Today is the fourth and final Sunday of Advent. May the glorious good news of Christ’s birth fill us with love, peace and good will. We’re pleased to have each of you here. Please join us on Christmas Eve to celebrate our Savior’s birth.  If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address,  and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 

Christmas Poinsettias: Thank you to everyone who has sponsored a Poinsettia to beautify our sanctuary for Christmas.  You may take your Poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve Service (The names are on the Poinsettias).

December….

Greeters: Rachael Bryson and June Gelnett. Announcer: Diane Shaffer. Acolyte:  Chris Maichle. December Offering Team: Tom Lauver, Captain; Barbara Lauver, Matt Faust, Jessi Faust.

Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be there for a Sunday in your month. The Captain is responsible to get someone to help with the Offering Team if a member of the team cannot be there. 

Lay Readers: Dec. 21 - Carol Knight; Dec. 28 - Ed Berra; Jan. 4 - Donna Novinger. If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).


Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5 and under. Dec. 21 - Tracey Cooper; Dec. 28 - Neva Cichy; Jan. 4 - Shirley Miller.   If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.

Church School Teachers (Adults): Dec. 21 - Christmas Program; Dec. 28 - Dave Novinger;  Jan. 4 - Kenny Bechtel.   If you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust who will teach in your place.
“Friends In Faith” Sunday School Class: I invite you to come to the library each Sunday from 9:00 – 10:00 A.M. as we join together with friends in faith to explore how we can build a deeper relationship with Christ and with those around us.  We are using Nichole Johnson’s book, “Fresh Brewed Life” as a guide for the Class.  


                                     CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.
21 -
9:00AM - Youth Christmas Program





10:15AM - Traditional Worship (Enders) (Child Ch.)






Rehearsal for Christmas Eve Pageant will be held 



      following today’s Worship Service.





2:00-3PM - Zumba






No Youth Group

Dec.
22 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Tues.

                           (Senior Center is closed Dec. 24-26th)





10:00AM - Bible Study (Carol Reisch, Leader)

Dec.
24 -
7:00PM - Christmas Eve Pageantry/Candlelight/ 



     Communion Service

Dec.
25 -
Merry Christmas!! Church office is closed.
Dec.
28 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:00-10:15AM - Learn Praise Hymns






10:15AM Blended Worship (Praise Team & Hymnal) 




     2:00-3PM - Zumba


Dec.
29 -
9:00AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Wed.

                           (Senior Center is closed Jan. 1-2)




7:00PM

Jan.
  1 -
Happy New Year! Church office is closed.
Jan.      4 -
9:00AM - Sunday School




10:15AM - Traditional Worship (Enders) Food 




  Offering Blessing (Children’s Church)




Covered Dish Fellowship Meal following worship




2:00-3PM - Zumba




6:30PM - Youth Group

  Praise Team Rehearsal:  (Weeks 1, 3, 5 at Gary F; Weeks 2, 4 at church)

The following groups meet at Valleys  - 

Monday - Victory  Group (Weight Loss) - 5:30PM; Tuesdays - Weight Loss Challenge Group - 5:30-7:00PM 
Christmas Cards are on the tables in the social hall.  Please check for your cards.

     Church Attendance for last Sunday, Dec. 14th  was 68.

        2015 Offering Envelopes are in narthex today.
         


*PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway; 

 Allen Goss, (UPMC Hosp., Pittsburgh, Cardiac ICU);  Dean Etzweiler;  John Shoop; Ken Breeman; Tom Hale; Elmer Feidt; John Hane, Janet Helt.


Missions: Covenant Missionaries:  *Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Ronald & Janet Ziegelbaur.


Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Lydia Peiffer; Myra Hoffman; 


Please inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
    ______________________________________________________________________________  

Baby Congratulations: Congratulations to Jessica Bryson on the birth of her daughter, Kennedi Braelinn Bryson, who was born on December 8th (6 lbs 1oz, 18 inches long). Pete and Rachael Bryson are the proud grandparents.

Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)! 

By purchasing Giant gift cards, you can help raise money for Valleys. Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.     

Youth Group Fundraiser: The Youth Group is selling wall calendars ($6 each). Sample is in the narthex.

Christmas Eve Rehearsal will be held on  Sunday, Dec. 21st immediately following worship service.

Christmas Eve Service - Join us on Wednesday, December 24th at 7:00PM as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a pageant and candlelight service.  Holy Communion (Altar) will be administered during the service. 

Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir.) Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sun. January 4, 2015.

Fellowship Meal: Please bring a covered dish (meat or casserole and a dessert) and join us in fellowship on Sunday, January 4, 2015.

Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting and Meal will be held on Sunday, January 18, 2015 immediately following 10:15AM Traditional Worship Service. Please bring a covered dish (casserole or vegetable or salad and a dessert) to share (meat will be provided).

New Member Class: Anyone who would like to become a member of The Valleys is invited to a New Members Class on Sunday, January 25, 2015 at 6:00PM.
Halifax Senior Center open 9:00AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Check the calendar on Bulletin board in narthex for list of activities.  Dec. Mon. morning Bible Study Leader - Carol Reisch.  Place coupons for U. S. military families in the green box in the multipurpose (meeting) room where the Senior Center meets now.  Senior Center is closed Dec. 24-26.
GriefShare seminar: The Valleys ECC Church is hosting a GriefShare seminar sometime after the new year starts. We are in need of table leaders who wish to help others work their way through grief.


If you are interested in helping, call Ritchie R. Moorhead or Donna Donahue-Moorhead at: Home – 717-896-8515 or Cell (Ritchie) – 570-517-6787.  You can also contact us after church.


There will be 13 sessions with an introduction, a half hour video and about a half hour table discussion,  Your help will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.
Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com
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               Have a very blessed Merry Christmas!

