The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician: Bridget Campbell

Choir Director, Ed Dobbin

Acolyte, Cailey Crum
December 17, 2017 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday of Advent
 “Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
    (*Indicates: Stand as you are able.)
Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration





Chimes





Greetings and Announcements                                Norine Goss

     
* 
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                  



L:
Come! Let us celebrate, for the Lord has heard our cries!

      P:
Our Savior is coming; the Kingdom of God is at hand.


L:
The sick and the lame shall be healed and no longer despised.


P:
The poor and the afflicted will be vindicated and inherit the Kingdom.


L:
Let us raise our voices for all to hear, “The Savior is coming!”

ALL:
Blessed be the name of the Lord!


L:
Come, let us worship our Lord!

Prelude                   (lighting of Altar Candles & 2 Blue candles)




Advent Reading                                                     Jan Quinn
                                   (Light the Pink Candle)


*    Hymn -      “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     Page 124                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
     
*
Opening Prayer   



(Please be seated)

            Responsive Reading  -  Psalm 126                           Page 849
                                       (in Blue Covenant Hymnal),
     Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)
By faith, Mary let go of fear, and became a vessel for God to enter into humanity. By faith, Joseph took comfort from a dream, embracing complex, reconstituted, extended family relationships. By faith, wise ones followed the path of a new star to a strange land, to an undistinguished stable.
Faith is the opposite of belief: a bright-side-up coin whose shadow-side is hope.  Faith is relationship and a way of life: caring for orphans and widows, casting out demons of self-doubt and despair, and occasionally raising the dead. 
This is our faith: Living as if we matter to God. Living with uncertainty yet acting with confidence, walking the star-led spiral to the  heart of God’s relentless love. This we believe.
      Hymn -      “Angels We Have Heard on High”           Page 132  


                   Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.

PRAYER / LORD’S PRAYER





Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



Choral Response -  “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”  Pg. 614

             Anthem -                “African Advent Carol”



SCRIPTURE -  Luke 1:46b-55  (Pg. 78 of NT Pew Bible)            

                                              Carol Knight, Lay Reader    




MESSAGE-                          “Deep Joy”      




Offering                                      
      Offertory                                                                                                                                                                                                              
            Prayer of Dedication

   * 
Hymn -                        “Joy to the World!”                  Page 125                                                                                                             
      *
Benediction


*
Greeting:    “The peace of God be with you.”            



Response:    “And also with you.”  


*
Passing of the Peace: Please greet those around you.



*
Post-Service Music     
Welcome to Worship at the Valleys.  We want to personally welcome all visitors. Please take time to sign your name and address in our guest book located in the foyer as you leave.     
	                       WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS

	December Announcer

Norine Goss
	Dec. Acolyte

Cailey Crum

	Dec. Greeters  Scott Miller, Russ Miller
	Dec. Usher Team (Team 12*)  Volunteers needed

	Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Altar Communion
 Norine Goss, Dave Novinger
	


	
	Dec. 17

Trad.
	Dec. 24

Trad.
	Dec. 31

Blended
	Jan. 7, 2018
Trad.

	Lay Readers
	Carol Knight
	Ed Berra
	Bob 

Endy
	Ann Cooper

	Nursery Attendants
	Patty Hummel
	Neva Cichy
	To be announced
	Donna Motter

	Adult Sun. School Teachers
	Christmas Program
	Ann Cooper
	Marie 

Herb
	Ed & Peggy Berra


*Please tell the Captain if you are unable to be present for a Sunday   as the Captain will need to get someone to help with Usher duties. Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if you are unable to be Lay Reader or Nursery Attendant on your scheduled Sunday. Please tell Ken Bechtel if you cannot teach on your assigned Sunday. 
9:00AM Sunday School Class Options: 
   

Adult Class – Sanctuary   Friends In Faith - Computer Room 



Choices - Multi-purpose Room              






Children & Youth - Nursery and S. S. Classrooms

      

Confirmation – Library    
CHRISTMAS DINNER: All Valleys’ members and friends are invited to a Christmas Dinner today, Dec. 17th following Worship Service. Menu is Turkey, filling, mashed potatoes, vegetable, coffee, drink (provided by the church). 
                                        CHURCH CALENDAR

Dec.
17 -
9:00AM – Youth Christmas Program




10:15AM – Traditional Worship – Hymnal





Valleys Christmas Dinner immediately following morning worship





3:00PM - Zumba


Dec.
18 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Mon.-Thurs. 





  (Yoga Exercise 9:00AM at Senior Center Mon. - Thurs.)





10:00AM - Bible Study – (Ritchie Moorhead, leader






(No Dartball game)


Dec.
19 -
6:00-8PM - G. S. Troops 10738 & 10740


Dec.
20 -
8:30-11:00AM Halifax Senior Center (No Yoga)




Noon-3:00PM - Senior Center Pinochle Card Party





6:15PM - Zumba; 7:15PM – Zumba Burst   (No Choir)

Dec.
24 -  9:00AM - Sunday School





10:15AM – Traditional Worship – Organist





7:00PM – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service –

                             (Altar Communion) – Organist
                            No Zumba Dec. 24 or Dec. 31


Dec. 
25 -
Blessed Merry Christmas!  
                             Valleys Church Office and Halifax Senior Center




  are closed – No Meals on Wheels


Dec.
26 -
8:30AM-Noon - Halifax Senior Center open Tues.-Thurs. 





  (Yoga Exercise 9:00AM at Senior Center Tues.. - Thurs.)


Dec. 
27 -
6:15PM - Zumba; 7:15PM – Zumba Burst   (No Choir)


Dec.
28 -
7:00PM – Dartball All Star Game at Faith U. Methodist


Dec.
31 -
9:00AM - Sunday School





10:15AM – Blended Worship (Praise Team/Hymnal)





Annual Reports are due today!

Jan. 1, 2018  -  Happy New Year! 

                          Valleys Church Office and Halifax Senior Center will be closed
                     Praise Team practice 1st & 4th Thursdays in December 
GIANT GIFT CARDS available to purchase (before/after church). Valleys receives $5 for every $100 Giant gift card purchased.
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Karen Wiest; *Mick Saeger; *Bob Blosser; Mary Cooke; Betty Lebo; Tom Lauver; Jane Baker; Ritchie Moorhead; Hannah Klinger; Ron & Sandy Zimmerman; Tom Hale; Esther Masser; Elmer Feidt; Vickie Shoffler; Jessie Faust; Ben Baker; Donna, Sandy, Scott; Mari Miller; Robert Hale; Lillian Danner; Kelly Shutt; George Wert; Troy Millard; Jody Russel; David Roadcap; June Fetterhoff; Sharon Flowers; Henry Helfich; Tina Shearer; Lester Baker; Pat & Richard Snyder; Jack Spisak; Stephanie Schrieber; Dottie Rand, (Theresa Miller’s mother); Charlie Enders; Liam Neiswender, (Dean/Lisa Etzweiler’s grandson); Inez Boyer; Dexter Lucia, (10 yr. old); Terry Etzweiler, (Dean Etzweiler’s brother); David Ney; Andrew Klinger, (Sally Baker’s coworker); Aliyia Shoop  & Mike & Linda Hall, (Nicole Shoop’s daughter & father/mother-in-law); Everly Shoop; Hurricane, Earthquake, Wildfire, Shootings, Terrorist victims and their families.

OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman, June Wiest; Lori Graff  
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen and Minh Dao; Cathy Campobello; Covenant Missionaries and all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please remember to inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Donna (717-362-8870) after office hours. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
​​​    
CHRISTMAS CARDS: Valleys Christmas mail box is in the church foyer until December 17th for Christmas cards.  Please check the cards on the tables in the social hall each time you come in to church for your cards.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th SERVICES:  (Organist)

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP at 10:15AM


CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE at 7:00PM – Join us as we worship our Lord and Savior Jesus with hymns, joyful praise, and a candlelight service. Communion will be administered at the altar during the service.
SUNDAY DECEMBER 31st 10:15AM Service will be Blended Worship (Praise Team/Hymnal). MISSION OFFERING will be received (Offering goes to Christmas Benevolence). You may put it in your offering envelope marked ‘Christmas Benevolence’ or in the basket in the rear of the sanctuary marked ‘Mission Offering’.
ANNUAL REPORTS are due from the following committees:
(Pastor, Council President, Worship Committee, Elders, Deacons, Property Committee, Mission Committee, Youth Group, Fellowship Group, Choir. Please give the reports to the church secretary by Sunday, December 31, 2017.
CHURCH ATTENDANCE for Sunday Dec. 10 - 63.
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open 8:30AM-Noon Mon. thru Thurs.   Senior Center is open at 8:30 to 10:00AM for anyone who wishes to play card games in the Multipurpose (meeting) Room.  December Mon. Bible Study Leader: Ritchie Moorhead. Yoga exercise (on chairs) in library Mon.-Thurs. at 900AM in library (except the week of the card party or if the Senior Center is closed) - everyone is welcome! Calendar is on Bulletin board in narthex.  If Halifax Area Schools are on delay or closed due to inclement winter weather, the Halifax Senior Center will be closed.
Meals-on Wheels Drivers are needed! Contact Dave Kessler (717-576-1965) if you to wish to volunteer to deliver meals.  
                       Pastor David Guertin

                Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)
                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net                                      
                                       
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
               SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY           
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
FOR SERMON NOTES:     Sunday, December 17, 2017
Sermon: “Deep Joy”          Scripture: Luke 1:46b-55
