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“Strong in the Word to Serve in the World”
                        (*Indicates all those who are able are invited to stand.)




Chimes




Greetings and Announcements


*
Call To Worship 

      Diane Shaffer



L:
Wait upon the Lord! Be strong and let your hearts take courage!




P:
We do wait upon God’s promise and healing power in the world today.




L:
Wait upon the Lord! Be strong and let your hearts take courage!




P:
Teach us Your ways, O Lord, and lead us to follow Your paths.




L:
Wait upon the Lord!  Be strong and let your hearts sing praise!


      All:
Blessed be the name of the Lord!




L:
Come, let us worship God!



Prelude -         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”           by  Kevin Kell




Lighting of the Advent Wreath                 Bridget Campbell,

                                                                           Brooke Croutharmel




Leader:
We have lit the first two candles, one for hope and one for peace. Today we light the third candle, the candle of joy. This should be the easy one, because joy is all around us - in the children, the lights, the music, the gathering together. But how often do we let our preparations - Our memories - push joy to the side?  Joy is like an underground spring that wells up within us, but joy is also a choice, an attitude. Like a  muscle, it needs to be exercised. So today we open ourselves trusting that God had already planted it in us. All we need to do is give it care and offer it to share.




                                     (Light the pink candle)




All:

Loving God, we open ourselves to you trusting that this is how you made us:  you created us for joy-filled hearts and lives.  Show us the creative power of hope.  Teach us the peace that comes from justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ. Amen.




Leader:
Rejoice in God always, and again I say, rejoice for God has created you with the capacity for joy




People:
We will find what makes us joyful, and make that our gift to the world.




Leader:
Trusting in God’s good will for all of creation and open yourself to God’s gentle, transforming love.




All:

We will welcome new possibilities in our lives.  We will offer ourselves to God’s goodness.  We will go forth in hope, and peace, and joy.


*
Praise Hymn -  “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”         Pg. 124    



*
Prayer of Invocation



*
Call to Confession



*
Confession:  (In Unison )         
                   






God, we confess that it is not easy to wait for you.  Our world worships the power that acts quickly through force; how difficult it is for us to wait for the power of your rule which comes slowly through love. Forgive us, and show us how to clear a path for you. Come to us Lord Jesus, and reveal your reign on earth. Amen.

*
Kyrie:         (To Be Sung responsively)          



Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Christ, have mercy upon us.




Leader/People:    Lord, have mercy upon us.

   



*
Assurance of Pardon



*
Gloria Patri                                                                
    Pg. 623


 
*
Profession of Faith -  (In Unison)  



We believe that Jesus Christ is the incarnate Son of God, who came to live among us, conquered sin and death, offering forgiveness for sin and assurance of eternal life for those who believe in Him.



We believe the Bible is the only perfect rule of faith, doctrine and conduct.  Our preaching and teaching reflects careful preparation, relevance, and creativity.  Our people are equipped and growing in their ability to study and apply biblical truth in ways that lead to a scripturally integrated life.



We exalt and celebrate God for who He is, what He has done, what He is doing and what He will do.  Worship reflects careful preparation to help give voice to many dimensions of response to God such as adoration, praise, contrition, lament, and commitment.  We leave worship knowing something more about the heart of God and about out own heart.




Reception of New Members



Hymn of Preparation -                                                    Pg. 127 

                          “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne”                                                 

                       Prayer cards will be collected during the 2nd hymn.




Our Morning Prayer 




Choral Response -     “Hear Our Prayer O Lord”          Pg. 614




Anthem            “Room In My Heart for My Lord”




Scripture -         Luke 1:47-55 Sandy Zimmerman, Lay Reader

                                    (Found on Pg.  78  of  NT Pew Bible)     





Sermon -                   “So, How Was Your Day?”





Our Morning Offering 




Offertory  - “O Holy Night”  by  Forrest Buchtel  Piano/Trumpet Duet                                                                                    


*
Offertory Response -     “We Would See Jesus”    
                We would see Je - sus;  lo! His star is shin - ing

                A - bove the sta - ble while the an - gels sing; 

                There in a man - ger on the hay re - clin -ing,




          Haste, let us lay our gifts be - fore the King.

      *
Prayer of Dedication       


*
Closing Hymn -  “O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful”   Pg. 119                                                     


   *
Benediction/Threefold Amen/Extinguishing of the Candles



*
Passing the Peace Greeting: All may greet those around them 



with an embrace
or a handshake, accompanied by such words as:





Greeting:    “The  peace of  God  be  with you.”            




Response:  “And also with you.”      



*
Postlude -                    “ At the Manger”              by Stanley Saxton       

                                             CHURCH CALENDAR
Dec.
15 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Reception of New 


 Members; 12:00Noon - Eat at The Special Place






2:30PM - Meet at church to go caroling to shut-ins





2:00-3:00PM - Zumba; 3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold

                          (No Youth Group today, Youth Grp. resumes Jan. 5th)

Dec.
16 -
10:00AM - Bible Study  (Carol Reisch, Leader)






6:30PM - Strategic Planning Team






7:30PM - Dartball - Valleys at Messiah Lutheran

Dec.
17 -
6:30-7:30PM - Christmas Eve Rehearsal for Pageantry






6:30-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10463






7:30PM - Choir 

Dec.
18 -
Noon-3:00PM - Pinochle Card Party






6:00-7:30PM - Girl Scout Troop 10753






7:00PM - Council Meeting

Dec.
19 -
9:00AM - Community Circle of Prayer at Zion-Stone UM

Dec.
20 -
7:00-8:30PM - Youth Christmas Program Practice

Dec.
22 -
9:00AM - Christmas Program






10:15AM - Traditional Worship - Mission Offering 


 (Christmas Fund, Special Needs)






Christmas Eve Rehearsal ( for Pageantry, Elders,  and 



Bell Ringers) following Worship service

Dec.
23 -
9:00AM-1:00PM - Halifax Senior Center open Mon-Fri







10:00AM - Bible Study  (Carol Reisch, Leader)






No Dartball
Dec.
24 -
7:00PM - Christmas Eve Service (Pre-music begins at 


6:30PM) Pageantry, Communion, Candle-lighting

Dec.
25 -
Merry Christmas! (Church office/Senior Center closed)

Dec.
26 -
7:00-8:00PM - Zumba

Dec.
29 -
9:00AM - Sunday School






10:15AM - Modified Worship with Hymn sing (Hymnal)                        


2:00-3:00PM - Zumba; 3:15-4:00PM - Zumba Gold

                  SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY
******************************************************************************

If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if 

Valleys appears on their cancellation display.






           *PRAYER REQUESTS*      *(indicates new)
Please remember all the people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 
Members & Friends of The Valleys:    Navigate Pathway;  *Bill Motter, (Harrisburg Hosp. Rm. 405); *Gary Snyder, (he was supposed to come home Sat.); *Mary Zeigler, (Mary is at Jane Baker’s home); Lori Graff; Elwood Shaffer; Gail Shertzer; Elmer Feidt; Colleen Gonder; Pauline Novinger; Allen Goss; Dennis Leitzel;  Melba Croutharmel; Gregg Gelnett; Carley Enders. 


Missions: Covenant Missionaries: *Fred & Kelly Prudek; *Alejandro & Amanda Velasco

Our Shut Ins:  Minnie Baker; Anna Portzline; Lydia Peiffer 


Please inform  Pastor  Kris  if  you  or a member of your family is in the hospital as the hospitals will not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  You may call the church office (896-3118) or Pastor Kris (818-3041). 
                      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Welcome: As we move toward the celebration of Christ’s birth, we welcome all to worship and learn more about our Savior. Your presence adds to our joy. If you are a visitor, please take time to sign your name, address, and phone number in our guest book before you leave. 
We welcome our New Members Ken Bechtel II, Carolyn Nye, Theresa Miller, Sharon Fetterhoff, Gary Fetterhoff, Susan Snyder. We welcome them with joy and look forward to working together to build Christ’s Church.


December Greeters: Brandi Crum and Alvin Duttry. Announcer: Diane Shaffer (Arletta Thomas - Dec. 22, 29). Acolyte:  Chris Maichle. December Offering Team: Tom Lauver, Captain; Barbara Lauver, Matt Faust, Jessi Faust.

Scripture Readers:  Dec. 15 - Sandy Zimmerman; Dec. 22 - Arletta Thomas; Dec. 29 - Ed Berra; Jan. 5 - Donna Novinger. If  you  cannot read on the  date  assigned, please  call  Pastor Kris  at  the  church (896-3118)  or  her  home  (717-422-5788).

Nursery: Valleys provides nursery care for children ages 5

and under. Dec. 15 - Tracey Cooper; Dec. 22 - Shirley Miller; Dec. 29 - Carol Cooper.  If you wish to help in the Nursery or if you cannot be there on your assigned Sunday, please see Donna Novinger.



Church School Teachers (Adults): Dec. 15 - Ann Cooper; Dec. 22 - Christmas Program; Dec. 29 - Donna Novinger; Jan. 5 - Dave Novinger.  If you cannot teach on your assigned Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or Jessie Faust who will teach in your place
Please turn off cell phones, pagers, etc. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

URGENT NEED: THE CHURCH IS IN NEED OF A NEW TREASURER TO REPLACE RENNY WITMER.
This position reports to Church Council and is responsible for keeping the church’s financial records and disbursing money as approved by council.  The incumbent works with the Church Financial Secretary to oversee church income and deposits, ensures bills are paid timely and handles all payroll and tax related filings.  Monthly and annual financial statements must  be completed and submitted to the Church Council and congregation.  Strong financial and organizational skills are required for this position.  If interested, please contact Pastor Kris, Donna Motter or Dave Novinger.
Dinner at The Special Place today, Sun. Dec. 15th following Traditional Worship today (12:00Noon).

Christmas Caroling to Shut-ins: We will go caroling to our shut-ins today, Dec. 15th following the meal at The Special Place.  Everyone is invited to go with us! We will meet at church at 2:30PM. See Donna Novinger if you plan to go along and are not going out to eat.

Strategic Planning Team meets Mon., Dec. 16th 6:30PM.

“In It Together” will be discontinued due to lack of interest.

Christmas Eve Rehearsal will be held on Tuesday, Dec. 17th 6:30-7:30PM for Pageantry only and on Sunday, Dec. 22nd following church  for Pageantry, Elders and Bell Ringers.
Christmas Program: The youth will present the Christmas Program on Sunday, December 23rd at 9:00AM.  (Practices are held during Sunday School and also on Friday, December 21st , 7:00 -8:30PM.) 

Christmas Eve Service will be held on Tuesday, December 24th.  Pre-music begins at 6:30PM; Service begins at 7:00PM.

Church Attendance for last Sunday, Dec. 8, 2013 was 76. 
Valleys Christmas Mail Box will be in the church narthex until the morning of December 22nd for Christmas cards.   The cards are on the tables in the social hall.  Please check for your cards.
Annual Reports are due January 8, 2014 from committees for Valleys Annual Congregational Meeting on Sun. Jan. 19th.

Youth Group Fundraiser with 2014 wall calendars, Christmas cards, and notepads.  
Calendars are $6.00 donation and Christmas cards (package of 12 cards) are $6.00 donation. Notepads are $2.00 donation.  If you purchase two calendars or two packs of Christmas cards, you get a discount ($1 off total cost) purchase two notepads and you get ($.50 off total cost). Samples are on the table in the social hall or see a youth member, Donna Novinger or Marie Herb to purchase items.  

Halifax Senior Center is open Monday thru Friday, 9:00AM to 1:00PM at The Valleys E. C. C.  Exercise 9:00AM daily. Book Exchange open anytime. Place expired coupons in box in the social hall (to be used for U. S. military families stationed overseas).  Check the calendar in Fellowship Hall (or Upper Dauphin Sentinel) for list of activities.  See Ann Hale or Barbara Lauver to sign up for meals at Senior Center.

The Deacons have been hard at work sprucing up the church - cleaning, organizing, and rearranging.  Most recently they worked on the Narthex, giving it a more welcoming and attractive appearance.  To help maintain a fresh appearance, we need your help. A table has been placed inside the Social Hall for sign-up sheets, literature, sale items, lost and found, etc. Please help us in keeping our church clean and organized.            The Deacons

    Giant Gift Cards available to purchase (before/after church)!

Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Fri. - 10AM to 3PM 

 Church Office(717-896-3118)           

  Web Site - http://valleysecc.org  Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs.;  10:00AM - 1:00PM 

Office (896-3118), Cell (717-818-3041), home (717-422-5788)  

                                   Email - KOHeckard@aol.com  

